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Fire in outer part of
building contained

The Qatari Civil Defence safely
put out a fire that erupted in

the outer part of a residential
building in the Abraj area of
Doha yesterday. In a statement,
the Ministry of Interior said that
it “contained a fire in the outer
facade of a residential building”
without any casualties, noting
that “the place was evacuated as
a precaution.”

Qatar delegation
visits Barcelona Port

A Qatari delegation, comprising
of representatives from Qatar
Tourism, the Permanent
Committee for the Management
of Maritime Ports, Mwani,

and the General Authority of
Customs, recently conducted
an official field visit to the
tourist port of Barcelona, Spain.
During the visit, members of
the Qatari delegation met with
management officials of the
Spanish port to learn about best
practices. Page 3

French MP: Israelis not
welcome at Olympics

A hard-left French MP has

said Israeli athletes were not
welcome at the Paris Olympics
from next week because of the
war in Gaza. France Unbowed
(LFD) lawmaker Thomas Portes
had said at a rally in support
of Palestinians that “the Israeli
delegation is not welcome

in Paris. Israeli sportspeople
are not welcome at the Paris
Olympic Games” and called for
“mobilisation” around the event.
“It’s time to end the double
standard,” Portes added.

Agreements signed to enhance
Qatar-US security co-operation

HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, Minister of Interior
and Commander of the Internal Security Force (Lekhwiya), has

met with Christopher Wray, Director of the US Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), at the Bureau’s headquarters in Washington, DC.
During the meeting, agreements were signed to enhance security
co-operation between Qatar and the United States, in the presence
of Timmy T Davis, US ambassador to Qatar. A number of topics of
mutual interest were also discussed during the meeting.

Houthis vow major

response to Israeli
strike that killed 6

AFP
Hodeidah, Yemen

emen’s Houthi rebels
ersterday promised

a “huge” retaliation
against Israel following a deadly
strike on the port of Hodeidah,
as regional fallout widens from
months of war in Gaza.

The Israeli strike, the first
claimed by Israel in Yemen,
came a day after the first fatal
attack by the Houthis in Israel.

Israel said it intercepted a
missile fired from Yemen and
struck targets in southern Leba-
non. Residents of southern Gaza
reported combat in the Rafah
area.

The fighting across the region
comes as Washington, Israel’s
chief military supplier, says
a deal to end more than nine
months of war between Israel
and Palestinian militants Ha-
mas is near the “goal line”

But Saudi Arabia’s foreign
ministry warned Israel’s attack
on Hodeidah “aggravates the
current tension in the region
and halts the ongoing efforts to
end the war in Gaza”

Abdul Malik al-Houthi, chief
of the Iran-backed group, said
the strikes on Hodeidah would
lead to “further escalation and
more attacks targeting Israel.

Houthi military spokesperson
Yahya Saree said earlier that the
rebels’ “response to the Israeli

Thick smoke billows from a
raging fire at oil storage tanks

a day after Israeli strikes on the
port of Yemen’s Houthi-held city
of Hodeidah yesterday.

aggression against our country
is inevitably coming and will be
huge”

In Hodeidah, six people were
killed and 83 wounded, health
officials said in an updated state-
ment carried by Houthi media.

Firefighters struggled to con-
tain the massive blaze caused by
the strike. A port employee said
fuel storage tanks and a power
plant were still burning yester-
day.

Analysts say the strike on Ho-
deidah will likely only embolden
the Houthis. Since January the
rebels have already withstood
repeated United States and Brit-
ish strikes aimed at deterring
repeated Houthi attacks on ship-
ping.

Nearly a decade of war against
forces backing Yemen’s inter-
nationally-recognised govern-
ment has also failed to weaken
the rebels’ hold. Page 7
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Biden ends re-election
bid; endorses Harris

Reuters
Delaware

S President Joe Biden

l | dropped his faltering re-

election bid yesterday,

amid intensifying opposition

within his own Democratic Par-

ty, and endorsed Vice-President

Kamala Harris to replace him as

the party’s candidate against Re-
publican Donald Trump.

Biden, 81, in a post on X, said he
will remain in his role as president
and commander -in-chief until his
term ends in January 2025 and will
address the nation this week.

“It has been the greatest honour
of my life to serve as your Presi-
dent. And while it has been my
intention to seek re-election, I
believe it is in the best interest of
my party and the country for me
to stand down and to focus solely
on fulfilling my duties as President
for the remainder of my term,’” Bi-
den wrote.

His initial statement had not in-
cluded an endorsement of Harris,
but he followed up a few minutes
later with an expression of support.

Biden’s campaign had been on
the ropes since a disastrous June
27 debate against former Presi-
dent Trump, 78, in which the in-
cumbent at times struggled to fin-
ish his thoughts.

Opposition from within Biden’s
party gained steam over the past
week with 36 congressional Dem-
ocrats publicly calling on him to
end his campaign.

Lawmakers said they feared
he could cost them not only the
White House but also the chance

Joe Biden (L) and Kamala Harris hold hands and gesture as they
watch the Independence Day fireworks display from the White House

on July 4, 2024.

to control either chamber of Con-
gress in the Nov. 5 election, leav-
ing Democrats with no meaningful
grasp on power.

That stood in sharp contrast to
what played out in the Republican
Party last week, when members
united around Trump and his run-
ning mate US Senator JD Vance,
30.

Harris, 59, would become the
first Black woman to run at the
top of a major-party ticket in the
country’s history.

Trump told CNN on Sunday
that he believed Harris would be
easier to defeat.

Biden had a last-minute change
of heart, said a source familiar
with the matter. The president
told allies that as of Saturday night

he planned to stay in the race be-
fore changing his mind on Sunday
afternoon.

“Last night the message was
proceed with everything, full
speed ahead)” the source told
Reuters, speaking on condition of
anonymity. “At around 1.45 p.m.
today: the president told his sen-
ior team that he had changed his
mind”

Biden announced his decision
on social media within minutes.

It was unclear whether other
senior Democrats would challenge
Harris for the party’s nomina-
tion - she was widely seen as the
pick for many party officials - or
whether the party itself would
choose to open the field for nomi-
nations. . Page 8

Gaza genocide toll rises to 38,983

Reuters
Gaza/Cairo

the centre of the Gaza Strip
yesterday where thousands of
Palestinians displaced from their
homes have been seeking shelter.
Residents in Rafah, near the
border with Egypt, said fierce
battles raged between Hamas-
led resistance fighters and Israeli
forces, especially in the centre and
in western areas where tanks ad-
vanced in the previous two days.
Israeli strikes in the previous
24 hours killed at least 64 and
wounded more than 100 others,
the local health ministry said. At
least 22 were killed by strikes yes-

Israeli forces struck areas in

Palestinian boy Alaa 14, salvages
wood for a makeshift stove in
their home in the central Gaza
Strip yesterday.

terday, according to the Hamas-
run Gaza government media of-
fice.

Israeli strikes in areas of central
Gaza in the past week have been

focused on the Al-Nuseirat camp,
where dozens of people have been
killed.

At least 38,083 Palestinians
have been killed and 89,727 others
injured in Israel’s military offen-
sive on Gaza since Oct. 7, Gaza’s
health ministry said yesterday.

Tensions are high in the region,
with concerns remaining over a
possible spread of violence.

Israeli jets struck Houthi mili-
tary targets near Yemen’s Hodei-
dah port on Saturday, a day after
a drone launched by the Iranian-
backed group hit Tel Aviv, and
separate Israeli strikes targeted
a depot storing ammunition be-
longing to Lebanese armed group
Hezbollah in southern Lebanon,
security sources said.

More than 100 farms to take part in Local Dates Festival

ore than 100 local farms
will take part in the 9th
Local Dates Festival,

which is to be held at Souq Waqif
from July 23 to August 3.

Organised by Souq Waqif Man-
agement in cooperation with the
Agricultural Affairs Department of
the Ministry of Municipality, the
festival will be held in the eastern
square of Souq Wagqif where it will
have wide participation from the
local farms.

Mohamed Abdullah al-Salem,
director of Souq Wagqif, said all
necessary arrangements have
been made at Souq Waqif to host
the festival. An air-conditioned
tent has been built. The festival

will be open to the public from
4pm to 9pm. On Friday, the festi-
val will be held from 4pm to 10pm.

Al-Saleem said the management
is keen to organise the exhibition
annually in order to support the
local farms. “Souq Wagif is distin-
guished as a prominent and im-
portant heritage and tourism des-
tination for citizens, residents and
tourists alike. Also, its distinguished
location in the centre of Doha makes
access to it easy for everyone,” he
explained adding that the current
edition of the festival witnesses
wide participation from local farms
with all types of date products that
are produced locally in addition to
the sale of date syrup.

Mohamed Abdullah al-Salem,
director of Souq Wagqif

“The festival has a great repu-
tation. The previous edition wit-

nessed record sales of 220 tonnes
and we expect to exceed this
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number in this edition due to the
high quality of Qatari dates,” al-
Salem added.

Yousef Khaled al-Khulaifi, Di-
rector of the Agricultural Affairs
Department at the Ministry of
Municipality, said the exhibition,
in its 9th edition, aims to promote
date production and introduce its
various types. “It encourages lo-
cal farm owners to find an outlet
to display and market their date
produce directly to the public in
a way that reflects positively. It
increases their sales volume and
enhances their ability to increase
production and develop its mar-
keting method,” al-Khulaifi said.

The organising committee also

set a set of conditions for partici-
pation in the exhibition. The dates
must be good, clean and free of
infection, insects, and impurities.
A team of specialists from the Ag-
ricultural Affairs Department will
also take samples of the wetlands
of the participating farms for ex-
amination and analysis in order to
ensure that they are free of toxic
substances and any remaining
traces of pesticides.

The festival underlines the great
interest that Qatar shows in sup-
porting and encouraging local
production with the aim of sup-
porting efforts aimed at achieving
food security and prompting the
agricultural sector.
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Unesco Qualifications
Passport workshop
focuses on inclusion

¢ EAA, MoEHE and Unesco co-organise event

he Education Above All
T(EAA) Foundation and the

Ministry of Education and
Higher Education (MoEHE), in
collaboration with Unesco, co-
organised an orientation work-
shop for the Unesco Qualifica-
tions Passport (UQP).

This initiative aims to ensure
access to tertiary and higher ed-
ucation for refugees and vulner-
able migrants, contributing to
their inclusion and integration.

The workshop’s discussions,
which brought together senior
policymakers, international ex-
perts, academic institutions and
professional organisations, fo-
cused on the recognition meth-
odology pursued by UQP and
successful practices applied in
Europe and Africa.

Acting Assistant Undersec-
retary for Education and Higher
Education Affairs at the MoEHE,
Dr Hareb Aljabri, stressed the
importance of the UQP initiative
considering the current severe
conflicts and attacks across the
globe, and its role in supporting
students affected by these con-
flicts and providing them with
opportunities for learning.

Director of the Al Fakhoora
Programme at EAA, Talal al-
Hothal, said education is a pow-
erful catalyst for change, driving
social and economic develop-
ment across the globe. Through
initiatives like the Unesco Quali-
fications Passport, we are com-
mitted to enhancing educational
opportunities and empowering
individuals in crisis situations,

ensuring that every learner has
the tools they need to succeed in
arapidly evolving world.

Director of the Unesco Doha
Office, Salah Khaled, stated
that globally, only 7% of crisis-
affected youth have access to
higher education, largely due to
barriers related to recognition of
prior learning. In other words,
we are far off track in achieving
the SDG4 goal by 2030.

He highlighted that the
Unesco Qualifications Passport
is driven by the vision that for-
cibly displaced persons are not
a burden on societies, on the
contrary, through their knowl-
edge and skills, they can posi-
tively contribute to the inclusive
and sustainable development of
the world. In this sense, Unesco
looks forward to partnering with
Qatar and the Education Above
All Foundation.

The workshop was a corner-
stone event not only emphasis-
ing the role of education in crisis
situations but also showcasing
the collaborative efforts of in-
ternational bodies and local au-
thorities in fostering educational
resilience and mobility.

The UQP is a universal tool for
recognition of prior learning that
contributes to ensuring the right
to access tertiary and higher
education for forcibly displaced
youth in the framework of Sus-
tainable Development Goal 4.
Drawing on the successful model
of the European Qualifications
Passport for Refugees (EQPR).

Implemented by the Council of

Europe, Unesco has been pursu-
ing the UQP initiative since 2019
to promote the inclusion agenda
of forcibly displaced youth in the
field of tertiary and higher edu-
cation in close co-ordination,
collaboration with national ter-
tiary and higher education and
refugee authorities, institutions
and partners.

Considering that only 7% of
refugee youth have access to
higher education and that one of
the principal barriers is the lack
of documentation and insuffi-
cient conducive policy environ-
ment, the initiative effectively
supports the transformation of
the national higher education
system as well as the pursuit
of further learning and subse-
quently employment for vulner-
able youth affected by crises.

UQP is one of Unesco’s flag-
ship initiatives contributing to
the Global Compacts on Refu-
gees and Migration.

Qatar has played a pivotal role
in this initiative, co-leading with
Unesco to address educational
challenges for refugees and vul-
nerable migrants.

The opening session of the
workshop, moderated by Tech-
nical Manager of Higher Educa-
tion at the EAA, Dr Amer Diaa,
began with a welcome address by
Acting Director of the Scholar-
ships Department at the MoEHE,
Noor al-Ansari. Alongside this
event, a series of sessions were
held to explore the scope of the
UQP initiative and its interna-
tional impact. (QNA)

Qatar students participate in Chief
Science Officers programme in Kuwait

o promote scientific
Tknowledge, a student

team from Qatar under the
supervision of the Ministry of
Education and Higher Education
is participating in the “Chief Sci-
ence Officers (CSO)” programme
for 2024.

The programme is organised
by the Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences at the
College of Life Sciences, Kuwait
University, and spans two weeks
from July 21-August 1, 2024.

The programme targets eight
students from the ninth and
tenth grades, comprising five
male students and three female
students, who possess advanced
skills in STEM fields (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Math-
ematics). It aims to develop stu-
dents’ innovation and leadership
skills, introduces them to scien-
tific research fields, and prepares
them to build local, regional, and

global partnerships. The pro-
gramme focuses on motivating
students and promoting scien-
tific concepts related to STEM
in schools and the community.
It encourages them to pursue
further studies in these fields for
a professional future in various
scientific disciplines. Addition-
ally, it provides them with op-
portunities and activities to help
them address the challenges of

the twenty-first century.

The programme includes di-
verse activities, such as student
training workshops conducted
by specialised lecturers in vari-
ous fields and field visits to re-
search centres to learn about
their operational methods.
At the end of the programme,
there will be a ceremony to
showcase and judge the stu-
dents’ projects. (QNA)

Amir sends congratulations to Belgium king

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin
Hamad al-Thani sent cables of congratulations to King Philippe of Belgium, on the anniversary of his country’s
National Day. HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin
Jassim al-Thani sent a similar cable of congratulations to Belgium Prime Minister Alexander De Croo on the
occasion. (QNA)

Amir sends condolences to Vietnam president

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin
Hamad al-Thani sent cables of condolences to the Vietnam President Dr To Lam, on the death of former president
Nguyen Phu Trong. HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin
Jassim al-Thani sent a similar cable of condolences to Vietnam Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh. (QNA)

Palestinian ministers meet representatives
of Qatari humanitarian, charity organisations

Palestinian Minister of State for Relief Affairs, Dr Basil Nasser, and Palestinian Minister of Planning

and International Co-operation, Wael Zakout, met with representatives and officials of Qatar Fund

For Development (QFFD), alongside its partners from Qatar Red Crescent Society, Qatar Charity and
Education Above All Foundation. The meeting discussed ways to provide support and aid to the brotherly
Palestinian people in Gaza. (QNA)

Transport ministry,
Qatar Post sign postal
services agreement
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Postal Services Agreement between Ministry of Transport and Qatar Post
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he Ministry of Transport
T(MOT) and Qatar Postal

Services Company (Qatar
Post) yesterday signed an agree-
ment. -

As per the agreement, a unique 5 ;
package of postal services will be
made available for beneficiaries of
MoT’s land and maritime trans-
portation digital services.

As per the agreement, Qatar
Post will provide postal room and
network services, and delivery
service for senior customers, aim-
ing for efficient and reliable postal
solutions to MoT’s beneficiaries,
thereby fostering excellent per-

formance, faster transactions,
simpler procedures and less time  ital services system by creating customer satisfaction. “We are
and effort. the environment that best helps  pleased to co-operate with MoT

The agreement was signed by
Hassan Hassan al-Hail, Adviser
to the Minister of Transport and
Hamad Mohamed al-Fahida,
Chief Operating Officer of Qatar
Post.

Al-Hail said the collaboration
will further promote MoT’s dig-

the public get their MoT-related
services easily and efficiently.
He added that the agreement
also supports the ministry’s plans
of improving its services by mak-
ing them simpler, available and
accessible anytime and at any
place thereby triggering higher

in enhancing the customer expe-
rience by providing advanced and
efficient digital postal services to
the ministry’s customers. This
collaboration will facilitate logis-
tics and distribution operations in
the land and maritime transport
sectors,” al-Fahida said.

Mol holds workshop on law protecting victims, witnesses

The Ministry of Interior
(MolI), in co-ordination with
the Public Prosecution, held
yesterday a workshop on Law No
5 of 2022 regarding the protection
of victims, witnesses, and those in
similar circumstances.

The two-day workshop brings
together a host of officers from the
technical offices of Mol’s depart-
ments, with officers from the pro-
tection department and a number
of public prosecutors delivering
lectures at this event.

The workshop shines a spot-
light on the programme, operation
mechanism, and electronic serv-
ices related to the enforcement
of victim and witness protection
law, along with those in similar
circumstances in diverse phases of
the law that chiefly include gath-

ering evidence, conducting inves-
tigations and litigation stages.

Assistant director of the protec-
tion department at the MoI, Lt Col

Ghanem Khaled al-Hadaifi, said
the workshop comprises several

themes and primarily intends to
introduce Law No 5 of 2022 and
the MoI’s protection department
and its purviews in enforcing pro-
tection measures issued from the
Public Prosecution.

He highlighted that the work-

shop features the nature of co-op-
eration with government bodies,
as well as regional and interna-
tional organisations concerned
with any matter related to pro-
tection measures enforcement in
several crimes. (QNA)
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Snapshots from the ceremony.

Minister honours Summer
Environmental Club
programme participants

E the Minister of Environment and
HCh’mate Change Dr Abdullah bin

Abdulaziz bin Turki al-Subaie has
honoured the participants in the first edi-
tion of the 2024 Summer Environmental
Club programme, organised by the minis-
try between June 30 and July 18.

The ceremony yesterday was held in the
presence of ministry officials and repre-
sentatives of bodies participating in the
programme.

The event included a panel discussion
during which students reviewed what they
learnt during the programme’s activities,
while affiliates of the club explained their
vision of the programme.

HE Dr al-Subaie praised the students
participating in the programme, saying
that the programme achieved its objec-
tives in familiarising students with the
components of Qatar’s environment and
its biodiversity, environment conservation
methods, the challenges facing the envi-
ronment, in addition to elevating the level
of environmental sustainability for youth.

The minister stated that the activities of
the Environmental Club programme were
designed with a focus on raising the com-
munity’s awareness of the environment
and nurturing a new generation of young
men and women who play their role in
protecting their local environment.

HE Dr al-Subaie affirmed that he as-
pires for further milestones to see youths
undertake their duties and responsibilities
toward their local environment, imparting
knowledge to peers in schools and families.

He added that the ministry is making
unwavering efforts to raise the awareness
of all community members through pro-
grammes and initiatives that target new
segments of the country’s people.

The minister said that with the success
of the first edition of this programme, an
upcoming edition would be planned.

HE Dr al-Subaie commended the efforts
of supporters from the public and private
sectors, alongside the volunteers, organ-
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isers, students, and parents towards the
success of this programme.

He stressed that building human capital
and knowledge are the most consequential
type of investment, particularly in youth
who represent the leaders of the future and
hope of the nation.

Student representative Badr Abdulrah-
man al-Dafa affirmed that he and his col-
leagues are grateful for this event.

He said the activities had a significant
impact on their understanding of the com-
ponents of Qatar’s environment, providing
them a real opportunity to contribute to
the conservation of natural resources and
manage them diligently and sustainably.
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At the conclusion of the ceremony, HE
Dr al-Subaie distributed certificates and
commemorative shields to the students,
lecturers, representatives of participating
bodies, and supervisors of the first edition
of the programme.

Launched at the end of June, the pro-
gramme comprised lectures, workshops
and field trips that focused on familiaris-
ing students, both male and female, with
the local flora and fauna, in addition to
helping the programme’s affiliates under-
stand the challenges of climate change and
its repercussions on the planet and how to
combat climate change through expanding
the green belts in the country. - QNA

Qatar Tourism conducts field vnsnt to Barcelona Port

delegation from Qatar,
Acomprlsmg of representa-

tives from Qatar Tourism
(QT), the Permanent Committee
for the Management of Maritime
Ports (Mwani), and the General
Authority of Customs, recently
conducted an official field visit to
Barcelona.

During the visit, members of
the delegation held meetings
with management officials of the
Spanish port to learn about best
practices, workflow mechanisms,
services provided to visitors,
cruise arrivals, as well as port se-
curity and safety systems.

The three-day visit is part of ef-
forts aimed at supporting cruise
tourism in Qatar, with a focus on
exchanging expertise and experi-
ences, as well as enhancing the op-
erational processes and logistical
services necessary for the sector’s
growth in the country.

The first day of the visit focused
on exploring the cruise ship termi-
nal and ships, where the delegation
met Spanish port officials to learn
about operational systems, work-
load, and tourism activity levels at
the port.

A portion of the programme was

centred around reviewing modern
security measures, co-ordination
between various port authorities
(such as passports, customs, ad-
ministration, and security), ship
reservation procedures, and prior-
ity determination processes.

A workshop at the port brought
together members of the delega-
tion and Barcelona Port officials.

The workshop provided insight
into passenger entry and exit sys-
tems, as well as innovative solu-
tions aimed at managing tourist
flows effectively at one of Spain’s
prominent landmarks.

A comparison was also made
between the procedures and ef-
ficiency of the Spanish Port and
Doha Port.

In a press statement, Omar al-
Jaber, acting chief of Tourism De-
velopment Sector at the QT, said:
“Qatar has emerged as a leading
global destination for cruise tour-
ism, featuring prominently on
popular cruise itineraries in the
region.”

“The significant growth in Qa-
tar’s cruise tourism sector is a tes-
tament to the constructive co-op-
eration and ongoing co-ordination
with our partners,” he said. “The

recently concluded 2023-2024
cruise season was a resounding
success in terms of both cruise
ship visits and total visitor num-
bers”

“Our visit to Barcelona Port
was aimed at gaining insights into
the latest systems and services for
enhancing the tourism experience
for visitors arriving at Doha Port,”
he added. “This aligns with our
commitment to continuously im-
prove and innovate in order to offer
memorable experiences to tourists
visiting Qatar.”

Doha Port evolved into a pivotal
departure and return point for nu-
merous international cruise ships,
especially following its extensive
development in recent years.

This transformation included
the establishment of a major pas-
senger reception facility, enabling
it to accommodate two large ships
simultaneously and handle ap-
proximately 12,000 people daily.

The cruise sector has become
a crucial component of the QT’s
strategy, consistently achieving
robust growth rates in recent years.

During the 2023-2024 season
alone, Doha Port welcomed 73
ships.

Qatar scout leaders take part m JAMSCOUT 2024

cluded yesterday its participation in the Euro-
pean scout camp (JAMSCOUT 2024), held in

the province of Soria, Spain, from July 13-21.
Twenty scout leaders (Scouters) from Qatar partici-
pated in the events of the camp, which featured edu-

The Qatar Scouts and Guides Association con-

cational and patrimonial activities.

More than 8,000 people participated in the closing

ceremony.

Ghanim Abdulrahman al-Kuwari, head of the Qa-

tari scout delegation, said that the participation was
essential to share expertise with international associ-
ations in various scout territories and shine a spotlight
on Qatar’s inveterate culture and history.

Scouters Hamad Youssef al-Amri and Hizam al-
Musleh highlighted their participation in the scout-
ing camp, which achieved several objectives, notably
raising Qatar’s flag high in this European event, and

engaging in various contests that showcased the skills
and capabilities of Scouters from Qatar, who had suc-
cessfully addressed the challenges and interacted with
scouts from different countries around the world.

They said that the association won numerous
scouting badges in various scouting fields, and con-
sider this participation a milestone in the history of
every scout and leader. - QNA

round 22.5mn cubic me-

tres treated wastewater

will be pumped annu-
ally through the Treated Sewage
Effluent Transmission Main
and Pumping Station (D-Line)
project by the Public Works Au-
thority (Ashghal).

According to an official state-
ment, Ashghal continues to im-
plement the project which will
transfer treated wastewater from
the Doha South Sewage Treat-
ment Works in Nuaija area to the
Seasonal Storage Lagoons.

Engineer Abdulrahman Mo-
hamed al-Sulaiti, head of the
Treatment Plants Projects and
Treated Water Networks Sec-
tion in the Drainage Networks
Projects Department, said: “Ash-
ghal pays great attention to reus-
ing treated wastewater as part of
its efforts to preserve the envi-
ronment. The project will pump
approximately 22.5mn cubic me-
tres of treated wastewater annu-
ally”

Engineer Walid al-Ghoul,
project manager at Ashghal’s
Drainage Networks Projects De-

Ashghal’s D-Line project to pump some 22.5mn
cubic metres of treated wastewater annually

Engineer Abdulrahman
Mohamed al-Sulaiti

partment, said the project will
balance the deficit and surplus of
treated wastewater (treated sew-
age effluent, TSE) by storing the
surplus during winter months
to be reused during the summer
when demand for TSE is high to
supply feed farms with irrigation
water, and thus reducing the use
of groundwater.

The D-Line project consists of
a 65km TSE transmission pipe-
line that runs at a depth of 2.5-
5.5m underground.

This starts at the existing Doha
South Sewage Treatment Works
(STW) and is to be laid along the
main service route of Salwa Road
passing through the Rakhiya

o

Engineer Walid al-Ghoul

=

farms and surrounding areas and
up to the TSE Storage Lagoons
where excess treated wastewater
is stored.

The project includes the con-
struction of a pumping station
with a capacity of 120,000 cubic
metres/day which will pump the
TSE flow from the Doha South
STW to the seasonal storage la-
goons.

This is in addition to the me-
chanical, electrical and related
equipment works.

The treated sewage transmis-
sion pipelines are equipped with
advanced automation technology
and systems for monitoring, con-
trolling and leak detection.

Ministry participates
in CITES committee
meetings in Geneva

The Ministry of Environment and
Climate Change (MoECCQ), represented
by the Wildlife Development
Department, participated in the
meetings of the Animals and Plants
Committees of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES), taking place in Geneva from
July 8-19.

The meetings discussed and evaluated
the status of species listed under the
convention, in addition to deliberating
upon measures and necessary action
to protect these species from illegal
trade and ensure sustainability in their
natural habitats. - QNA

Representatives from Qatar Tourism, the Permanent
Committee for the Management of Maritime Ports, and the
General Authority of Customs took part in the field visit.
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Applicants may send their CV via email to:
Recruitment-QAT@mafcarrefour.com
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NHRC to hold regional

forum in Oman

he National Human Rights
I Committee (NHRC) has
announced its upcoming
regional forum titled ‘The Role of
National Human Rights Institu-
tions in Planning and Following
Up on the Implementation of Na-
tional Visions in Areas Related to
Human Rights! This significant
event is set to take place in Oman
on July 24 and 25.

The forum is being organised in
collaboration with the Arab Net-
work of National Human Rights
Institutions, headquartered in
Doha, and the Omani Human
Rights Commission. Additional
support comes from prominent
international entities such as
the UN Development Program
(UNDP), the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR), the General Secretar-
iat of the League of Arab States,
and the Arab Charter on Human
Rights Committee.

Anticipated to draw 200 par-
ticipants along with 50 organisa-
tions from the UN and other in-
ternational and regional bodies,
the forum aims to fortify the role
of national human rights institu-
tions in aligning national visions
with human rights principles. This
initiative seeks to identify and pri-

oritise human rights issues within
national visions, harmonise laws
and legislation with human rights
standards, and enhance the ca-
pabilities of those responsible for
implementing national visions.

HE the Chairperson of the
NHRC, Maryam bint Abdullah al-
Attiyah, emphasised the forum’s
goal to activate adherence to the
Paris Principles, which support
and guide the implementation of
national visions. She highlighted
the importance of providing com-
prehensive data, information, and
statistics to measure progress in
human rights-related areas and
ensure the integration of sustain-
able development goals (SDGs)
within national frameworks.

Al-Attiyah elaborated that the
forum aims to illuminate national
visions concerning human rights,
offering a platform for experts,
specialists, academics, and deci-
sion-makers to identify priorities,
review best practices, confront
challenges, and share successful
experiences.

This collaborative approach is
intended to aid decision-makers
in formulating appropriate strate-
gies and plans that bolster the role
of national human rights institu-
tions in overseeing the implemen-

tation of national visions.

She further noted that national
visions encompassing civil, politi-
cal, economic, social, cultural, en-
vironmental, and developmental
rights serve as fundamental refer-
ences for future planning across
various countries. The develop-
ment and execution of strategies,
programs, and mechanisms based
on integrated work systems are
crucial for achieving the desired
goals and outcomes, as well as for
performance review and monitor -
ing.

The forum will also focus on
applying a human rights-based
perspective in the planning and
implementation of national vi-
sions, ensuring equality and non-
discrimination, and incorporating
UN human rights concepts. The
inclusion of SDGs, transparency,
accountability, and the establish-
ment of indicators to monitor and
track progress in human rights will
be key discussion points.

The NHRC chairperson’s re-
marks underscore the forum’s
dedication to enhancing the op-
erational capacity of national hu-
man rights institutions, thereby
ensuring that national visions are
effectively aligned with global hu-
man rights standards. (QNA)

ACS Doha introduces Italian
language, culture programme

CS Doha has launched an
Altalian language and cul-

ture programme starting in
September 2024. The programme
is designed to support both new
and existing families in Qatar who
wish to embrace or learn Italian
culture and language.

Led by Artemis Education, this
initiative was created to include
the communities in which the
school surrounds by utilising ACS
International’s campus for the
community after school hours.

The programme is open to any-
one with an interest in Italian
culture, including children and
adults, regardless of their cur-
rent enrolment at ACS. The pro-

Qatar University (QU) has
developed a sustainable

air conditioning system for
poultry houses in hot and
humid regions.

This project, led by Dr Djamel
Ouahrani, associate professor
of architectural engineering
at the College of Engineering
at QU, involves collaboration
with Dr Nesreen Ghaddar

and Dr Kamel Ghali from the
American University of Beirut.
The research, funded by the
Qatar National Research Fund,
aims to address the critical
challenges faced by poultry
farming in maintaining optimal
indoor conditions for bird
welfare and productivity.
Commercial poultry houses
commonly use conventional
ventilation and cooling
systems, such as direct
evaporative cooling (DEC)
systems, to maintain desired
conditions. However, DEC
systems become less effective

The model of sustainable cooling system for poultry houses.

QU develops sustainable cooling system
for poultry houses in hot, humid regions

[ T

in highly humid climates,
necessitating the exploration
of alternative cooling
methods. This research project
proposes the Dew-Point
Indirect Evaporative Cooler
(DPIEC) as an alternative

to DEC, which can provide
cooling while maintaining
constant humidity. Yet,

its efficiency decreases in
highly humid conditions. To
overcome this limitation, a
hybrid system combining
DPIEC with a desiccant system
is projected. This innovative
system can reclaim water,
enhancing sustainability.

The experimental set-up at
the Zero Emissions Lab at QU
included key components
such as the dehumidification
system, evaporative cooling
system, and water reclamation
unit. The dehumidification
system comprises solid
adsorbent beads packed in
cylindrical beds, operating out

of phase to ensure continuous
dehumidification.

The system operates based
on outdoor air conditions and
desired indoor conditions.
During the dehumidification
stage, outdoor air enters the
system, and the required
dehumidification level is
adjusted based on outdoor
humidity. Heat recovery

is achieved by mixing hot

and dry air with outdoor
purge air. The evaporative
cooling stage involves
dividing outdoor air into two
streams, with the product air
cooled in dry channels and
supplied to the space, while
the working airflow absorbs
heat and evaporates water

in wet channels. Desiccant
regeneration involves heating
the pre-heated purge airflow
to a regeneration temperature,
desorbing water vapour

from the desiccant bed, and
collecting condensed water.

Land Rover Discovery Sport,
Mercedes models recalled

gramme provides a range of activ-
ities and courses tailored for both
children and adults.

For students planning to attend
universities in Europe, the Italian
B for Graduands programme pro-
vides 150 hours of Italian language
education per year, preparing stu-
dents from beginner level to Grade
11 and 12 IB Diploma courses. The
Italian A for Native Speakers pro-
gramme offers an advanced 240-
hour instruction per year for na-
tive speakers in Grades 11 and 12,
enabling them to study at Italian
universities with a full IB Diplo-
ma. The school is also applying to

The ministry urges all customers to report any
violations to its Consumer Protection and Anti-
Commercial Fraud Department, which processes
complaints, inquires and suggestions through its
channels: Call Center: 16001; e-mail: info@moci.
gov.qa; The Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s
account across all social media channels @mociqa-
tar and the Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s
mobile application available on iPhone and Android
devices MoCIQatar.

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry, in co-
operation with Nasser Bin Khaled and Sons Auto-
mobiles, Qatar’s Mercedes dealership, has also an-
nounced the recall of Mercedes C-Class, GLC, and
EQS, 2023-2024 models, over a possible leak in the
tire sealant bottle, it may also occur where the tire
sealant is installed.
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be recognised by the Italian Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, with the
perspective of becoming a stable
component of the Italian educa-
tion system around the globe.
Darren Acomb, director of edu-
cation, Artemis Education said:
“This programme is revolutionary
in providing a structured and im-
mersive approach to learning not
only the Italian language, but cul-
ture, catering not only to students
at ACS but also to the broader
community. It truly positions ACS

co-operation with Alfardan Premier Mo-

tors, Qatar’s Land Rover dealership, has an-
nounced the recall of Land Rover Discovery Sport,
2015-2017 models, due to a possible defect in the
inflator for the driver’s airbag in some vehicles, as
they may contain inflatable devices that are not
dried, which may lead to excessive combustion if
the airbag is activated.

The ministry said the recall campaign comes
within the framework of its ongoing efforts to pro-
tect consumers and ensure that car dealers follow
up on vehicle defects and repairs.

The ministry said that it will coordinate with the
dealer to follow up on the maintenance and repair
works and will communicate with customers to en-
sure that the necessary repairs are carried out.

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry, in

International as a leader in educa-
tional pathways.”

“We are happy to inaugurate,
together with ACS School, the first
comprehensive Italian language
and cultural program in Qatar’,
said ambassador of Italy, Paolo
Toschi. “Starting from September,
the Italian community in Doha, as
well as all of those who appreci-
ate Italy, will have the opportunity
to integrate our language and our
culture in the school curriculum
of their children”

Aquatic Research Centre produces book ont

more than 3.2mn baby fish in 2023

(.. - a_o
Qatar Foundation

INVITATION TO TENDER

The Ministry of Culture

The Aquatic Research Centre (ARC) of the the sea as part of the Samkna project. has issued a new book Tender TenderFee | Tender Bond

Ministry of Municipality produced more This is part of the efforts to support fish titled Political Systems by Riterante Description (QAR) Value [QaR) | B Clesing Date
than 3.2mn baby fish last year as part farms that contribute to achieving food Dr Mohamed bin Nouaimi, P

of its efforts to achieve self sufficiency security. Around 1,981,000 shrimp larvae writer, academic researcher (&Jpplyuf\,ehid;w“h o

in fish production. Local Arabic daily were produced in the hatchery here. In and adviser in the office of CO-RFQ-176 | without Drivers on Long Term 2,000.00 100,000.00 | 26" August2024,
Arrayah reported that the centre produced December 2020, the ministry announced HE the Minister of Culture. and Short Term Basis)to OF on 400EN
3,275,000 baby fish weighing 2-32 the production of the first batch of In 330 medium size Call-off Basis for 5 Years

grammes in 2023. shrimps at the centre. pages, the book presents

These included 395,000 grouper, around In an attempt to increase fish production, an academic analytical HBKU-RFQ-241 | Supply of Consumables for 500.00 N/A 20" August 2024,
2,381,000 Sha'am, 5,000 sea bream, 9,000  preserve marine wealth and promote approach to political Chiantiam Laboratory (HEKU) Z00EN
fingerlings of Shaqra and 485,000 sea research, the ministry opened ARC in systems, across nine

bream. January 2020. The centre focuses on the chapters. The first chapter Sirsj Season 5 Launch Events 20* August 2024
ARC, during the year, transferred 600,000 production of high quality fish as per the reviews four topics; PUE-RFQ-20 | i Marketing 1,900.00 100,000.00 200PM
baby fish to the floating cages, set up in needs of the local market. primarily a definition of

political systems from a
conceptual perspective,
C_ concepts related to political

Qatar Foundation [QF) Procurement & Program Management Directorate is inviting companies to
participate in the above listed public tenders. To receive the tender documents, please follow the below steps:

1) Supplier Registration It is mandatory to be registered as a supplier with OF in order to participate in the
above tender(s). Only OF registered suppliers will be allowed to pay the tender fees online. Therefore,
please visit OF website at https://www.af org.ga/supplier-registration to complete the Supplier Registration
process.

systems, the importance of
political systems through
their components and
characteristics, and the
relationship between
political systems and other
sciences. The other chapters
focus on the origin and
development of political
systems; research methods 2
in political systems from
a scientific perspective;

QatarEnergy
Tender Fee: Interested bidders can Sign in by visiting this link hitps://suppliers.qf org.qga/absiract and pay

The General, Limited Tenders Committees and Supply Chain Department " 2
the respective non-refundable and non-transferrable tender fee online.

announces the following Tenders:
Important Notice:
Suppliers and Contractors who are already registered with QatarEnergy via Mushtaryat Portal can "Buy Tender Online and download
Tender Document" from QatarEnergy website (Mushtaryat Portal).

Effective from 1st July 2023, Bids from Local Suppliers and Contractors (companies established under the Laws of State of Qatar) who
are not in possession of an ICV score in the ICV portal (https://icv.qa/en-US) by Tender Closing Date (or commercial bid submission
date if separately mentioned/notified) will not be accepted. Local Companies that have been established for less than 2 years are
exempt from this requirement.

All Tender Fees are to be paid using credit cards only.

Tender Fee Payment Dates: Payment of Tender Fee online will be from 22" until 28" July 2024,

All bidders, who are registered and have paid the required tender fees online to OF, will then be granted
access to download the Tender Document.

Sl. |Tender Tender Sale Period Tender Tender Bond |Bond | Tender Fee |[Fee 3) Technical and commercial bids need to be submitted and attached online in QF Supplier Portal as per
. concepts of the state and instructions provided in the *Supplier Portal” work instruction.

No |Number Start Date | End Date |Closing Date Curr. Curr. forms of governments;

1 LT24105100 | 22.07.2024 | 29.07.2024 | 12.08.2024 100,000.00| QAR 200.00| QAR constitution and officie;l + The commercial bid must be valid for 180 days from Bid Closing Date.

Title of Tender: » The commercial bid must be accompanied by a bank guarantee (tender bond) issued by a local bank in

INSPECTION AND MAINT. SERVICES FOR INFLATABLE LIFE JACKETS
Mid-Tender Meeting Location : To be advised if required
Mid-Tender Meeting Date & Time :  To be advised if required

* Tender documents can be purchased and downloaded from QatarEnergy Website-> Supply Management -> Tenders page during the Tender
Sale Period mentioned above against each Tender. Request for issuance of Tender after the specified Tender Sale Period will not be
entertained.

inStitL.'t.ionS; informal powers Qatar and should be valid for 180 days from the bid closing date (where applicable as per the Tender
in political systems; election documents).
systems- the principles of = The successful tenderer will be required to submit a performance bond as prescribed in each of the above

lt’]heéegltagllzgitemf'ei?df . :;Tl:rl;‘:::;:i:;&spacia! qualifications, terms and conditions shall apply as stipulated in the tender
republi SYS O document.

government. Dr Nouaimi

holds a PhD in political
science and worked as a
faculty member at Qatar
University. He also worked
as a broadcaster on Qatar
TV. He held several positions,
and published several books,
the most notable of which is
Qatari Foreign Policy. (QNA)

* Always refer to QatarEnergy Website (www.qatarenergy.qa) -> Supply Management -> Tenders page for up to date information on QatarEnergy
Tenders. Subscribe to Tender Alert to receive notification in your email on new Tenders.

* Changes to Tender Sale Period and Bid Closing Date will be updated in QatarEnergy website/Mushtaryat Portal only.
* Brief Scopes of Work for the above tenders are posted on the QatarEnergy website/Mushtaryat Portal.

Note: All work instructions for Supplier registration and Supplier portal can be found in below link:
hitps:/iwww.qf.org.qa/supplier-registration

* Suppliers and Contractors who are in possession of a valid SAP ID issued by QatarEnergy are instructed to maintain their Company Registration
and Communication details upto date and valid via QatarEnergy Mushtaryat Portal on urgent basis.

* No queries will be entertained, or bids received, from entities who have not purchased tender documents in compliance with the above
provisions.

* QatarEnergy invites all prospective Suppliers and Contractors interested to participate in QatarEnergy Tenders to register online and obtain a
QatarEnergy SAP Vendor Code, a mandatory requirement for the issue of Tender Documents by QatarEnergy.

* Prospective Qatar based Suppliers and Contractors interested to participate in future QatarEnergy Tenders shall obtain an ICV score. Relevant
information pertaining to ICV, ICV Scorecard, ICV Certification, and ICV Guidelines are available on the ICV Digital Portal - https://icv.qa/en-US
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QMC, Media City discuss developing co-operation

HE Sheikh Abdulaziz bin
Thani al-Thani, CEO of
Qatar Media Corporation
(QMO), received in his
office Jassim Mohamed
al-Khouri, Acting CEO of
Qatar Media City.

During the meeting, they
discussed ways to enhance
co-operation between the
two institutions in order

to achieve common goals
related to developing
national media and co-
ordinating programmes
and initiatives aimed at
consolidating the position
of Qatar.

The country is a productive
and attractive environment
for quality media projects
with favourable laws

and an advanced digital
infrastructure capable of
fulfilling Qatari leadership
in this sector.

QPC condemns assassination of
Palestinian journalist and family

ohamed Jasser, a journalist for
Mthe Palestine newspaper, was

martyred on Saturday, as a re-
sult of the Israeli occupation targeting
his house in the Gaza Strip, as part of the
genocidal war waged by Israel against
the Gaza Strip.

A medical source at Kamal Adwan
Hospital in the northern Gaza Strip said:
“Journalist Mohamed Jasser was mar-
tyred along with his wife and two chil-
dren in an Israeli raid that targeted their
house in the Jabalia camp in the northern
Gaza Strip”

The Palestinian Wafa Agency quoted
local sources as saying that the occu-
pation aircraft targeted the journal-
ist’s house in Jabalia camp with heavy
missiles, which led to the martyrdom
of journalist Mohamed Jasser and all
his family members, and their bodies
were all transferred to Kamal Adwan
Hospital.

The Qatar Press Center (QPC) re-
newed its condemnation of the Israeli
occupation forces targeting journalists
in Gaza with killing and abuse, the latest
of which was the killing of Palestinian
journalist Mohamed Jasser and all mem-
bers of his family.

The QPC denounced the Israeli ar-
my’s targeting of journalists’ families,

homes, and locations inside Gaza, which
is ablatant violation of international law
and a heinous crime to silence free me-
dia and obstruct its transmission of the
truth to the world.

The QPC called on the international
community to condemn the targeting
of journalists in Gaza by bombing their
homes and the homes of their families,
in addition to arrest and intimidation.

QPC also called for putting pressure
on Israel to release detained male and
female journalists and media profes-
sionals, who are languishing in Israeli
prisons, in compelling circumstances,
depriving them of the most basic prison-
ers’ rights stipulated in the international
laws and conventions.

With the martyrdom of journalist Jas-
ser, the number of journalist casualties
since the beginning of the Israeli war on
the Gaza Strip, on October 7, rises to 161
journalists.

Att: All the Clients of

2T

fmmy logl! AS pd
W2/ NATIONALEXCHANGE NATIONAL EXCHANGE CO.WLL, DOHA, QATAR

Following unclaimed Remittance remains outstanding in our books completing 10 years. The purchasers are requested to contact
us within 1 month from the date of this notice with relevant proof / document to claim the amount.

After the notice period it will be transferred to "General Authority for Minors Affairs"

\I.:l:;l‘:zl PURCHASER/PB S.N \1\\"{:1\J\(I PURCHASER/PB
1 9706 | MOHAMED SIRAJ 26 2.990.00 | DOPET CO
2 306,68 | KALAITYARASAN MARIYAPPAN 27 T90.00 | DOPET CO
3 §7.20 | MANOHARAN KALIMUTHU 28 120,00 | ZUBAIRAHMED IRSHADAHMED
4 286.99 | DAYALA ROOBAN ANANDARAJAH 29 90,00 | VALSALAN KANNIPOIL
5 2,987.26 |SAMAN PALITHA A R GEDERA 30 54.00 | MOHAMMAD ABDUL AZIZ NIZAR MOHD
[ 859.74 |MD MAMUN ULLAH 31 119.00 | THAMJEED CHERIYANDIYAL
T 106.00 | NAGEIB ABDALLA MOHAMED 32 115.00 | GANESH PRASAD KALKAR
8 59.0 | KAMEED AKBAR ALI 33 749.00 | SHINE IYYANI NAHAYAKKAT BALAKRISHNA
9 50.00 | KAMEED AKBAR ALI 34 586.00 | TS SHEETY
10 18,00 [SOMASUNDARAN EDAMANA 35 60.00 | RAM SAJIVAN
11 12,00 | MECHERI KUNNATH BASHEER 36 1,839.00 |STEVEN JOHN DSOUZA
12 3,990.00 | MOHAMMED FAIZAN FAZLUR MALPA 37 240.00 | ANSON ZAVIER
13 59.00 | NAGARAJU BUPATHI 38 881.00 |SUNIL KUMAR SINGH
14 T2.00 | AFSAR AHMED KHAN 39 166.47 | CRISPIN E PEREZ\30154093
15 18.00 | MUNEER KHAN ALI NAWAZ KHAN 40 82.16 | EJERCETO B TALION \77845378
16 61.00 |SURESH NARAYAN NAIK 41 493.86 | MOHAMMED SALIM MOHAMMED ARIF
17 1,358.00 | ABDUL RAB MOHD ABDUL KARIM 42 293.71 | MAMERTO . BALMORIA
15 62.00 | RAMESH KUMAR 43 46.84 | ARNIEL E. LAZARTE
19 62.00 | REVANTH MANNANCHERY 44 211.23 | EDWIN VIRAY GATCHALIAN
20 1,895.00 | ABDUL RAB MOHD ABDUL KARIM 45 205.83 | ABDUL MAHID S DALIDIG
21 122.00 |SUBHEESH ARYAPPALLIYIL 46 966.65 | ARIEL . BUNYI
2 60.00 |SHANKAR PONNAN 47 163.66 | REY P SANTOS
23 120,00 | AHAMMED SHAHEEN KARNATH 48 254.28 | MARISON F SARABIA
24 120,00 | BOOMI PITCHAIL 49 126.41 |JULIUS . MANGKILALA
25 120,00 | AHAMMED SHAHEEN KARNATH 50 879.03 | CORNELIO M. VARON JR

P. 0. Box 6318, Doha-Qatar, Souk Al Jabor Road, Tel: 44408999, Fax: 44431023

HEC Paris in Qatar graduate
awarded prestigious prize

ecutive MBA graduate from its Doha campus

has been honoured with the leading business
school’s most prestigious prize - the Prix de la Fonda-
tion HEC.

This award recognises individuals who make sig-
nificant contributions to management science. The
prize was awarded to Sanjay Chowdhary for his busi-
ness capstone project, “The Edmission} which explores
a digital platform that assists international students
studying abroad with various issues they may face.

The capstone project is the final deliverable of the
EMBA programme, allowing participants to either
focus on a strategic project for their organisation or a
new business venture. This project is particularly val-
uable due to its practical application and implementa-
tion in companies, leading to cost savings, innovation,
and the development of new products and services.

“We are extremely proud of Sanjay’s work and send
him our heartiest congratulations. We believe this
project will be relevant to students worldwide and par-
ticularly to Qatar, which is now home to many interna-
tional students;’ commented Dr Pablo Martin de Holan,
dean of HEC Paris in Qatar. “Sanjay’s success exempli-
fies HEC Paris’s commitment to nurturing leaders who
drive positive change and highlights the cutting-edge

HEC Paris in Qatar has announced that an Ex-

!

Sanjay Chowdhary with Dr Pablo Martin de Holan.

excellence of our school’s research at all levels!”

“It was an incredible honour to be acknowledged in
this manner among such esteemed peers,’ commented
Sanjay. “This achievement is not just a personal vic-
tory, but a testament to the unwavering support and
encouragement Ireceived from everyone at HEC Paris,
for which I am extremely grateful”

The HEC Foundation awards prizes annually to rec-
ognise the best work of HEC Paris students. Ten juries
select the authors of theses, dissertations, or projects
that are judged to have made the best contributions to
management sciences.

PUBLIC TENDER
NOTICE - Expression of Interest

Lol khai
North Qil

Company

N

Response Closing
Date (Time)

Description of Scope

Provision of Office Space for 11:59pm on

CFT-2024-0073 Project Teams

05 August 2024

North Oil Company (“NOC”) invites all prospective suppliers to provide expressions
of interest for participation in a Call for Tender for Rental of Office Space Services.

Duration of Contract:

Three (3) years locked-in with an option to extend for additional two (2) years starting
from 1% December 2024.

Scope of Service:

Provision of office space required to accommodate project teams.

¢ General Requirements:
o The office space must be capable of holding capacity for one or more
projects as detailed below (including private offices, open space, and
meeting rooms).

Project Estimated Lease Area (Sqm)
Project 1 732

Project 1 483

Project 1 366

Project 1 439

Project 1 1054

o The office space must have official and valid approval from

the government entities such as Qatar Civil Defense authorities,
Municipalities and meet all relevant international safety, security, healthy
occupancy & environment codes, and regulations.

o Accepted locations are Westbay, Pearl, Msheireb & Lusail

* Main office Requirements: to include but not be limited to following services:
o Facility management & maintenance services
o Water & sewerage management
o Emergency evacuation and disaster recovery
o External landscaping
o Safety
o Security
o Facilities
o Parking

e Support Services (Optional):
o The inclusion of the soft services is optional (office helpers, cleaners, IT
Equipment, and furniture) where the bidder must quote for each service
separately. The quotation for these services shall not be included in the
rent rate per sqm of the main office requirement.
Interested bidders should register their interest by providing supporting documentation, as per
above stated requirements for expression of interest via e-mail to CP.TS-PublicTenders@noc.qa

Deadline for Expression of Interest:

Prospective suppliers shall register their interest by latest 05" August 2024.
Following the registration of interest by e-mail, details of the next stage in the process
will be communicated by NOC.

No queries will be considered from service providers who do not comply with the
contents of this Notice or any other instruction pertaining to the referenced tender.

FREE VEHICLE
RECALL

Ministry of Commerce and Ind
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CL Possible leak in the tire sealant bottle, it may also occur where the tire

Wazaw @ sealant is installed
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MNasser Bin I(haled and Sons Automobiles

Contact the dealer for the free required repair
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Katara Summer Camp 2024 kicks off

he Katara Summer Camp
T2024 began yesterday, fea-

turing a range of educa-
tional, entertaining, and cultural
activities with the participation of
various entities in the country.

Director of Public Relations and
Communication at the Cultural
Village Foundation — Katara, Sa-
lem Mubkhout al-Marri, said fol-
lowing the great success and posi-
tive feedback of the Katara Summer
Camp 2023, Katara has decided to
organise the camp for the second
consecutive year, including more
activities to ensure variety.

He added that each activity listed
in the programme aims to achieve
the intended goals of the camp,
such as developing children’s abili-

ties and skills, enhancing aware-
ness of Qatari heritage and soci-
etal and national values, as well as

Beware of skimming at
ATMs, cautions Mol

The Ministry of Interior
(MoI) has urged the pub-
lic to be cautious against
skimming while using ATMs.
Mol, in an advisory on X, said
skimming is illegally install-
ing devices on ATMs, POS ma-
chines and other card machines.

“Skimming devices capture
card data and record any entered
PINs. Cyber-attackers install
skimming devices to commit fi-
nancial fraud,” the advisory said.

The ministry shared tips to
prevent skimming. “Use ATMs
inside bank branches whenever
possible as they are less likely
to be tampered with. Wiggle
the card reader to check if it’s
loose or out of place. Look out
for small, out-of-place attach-
ments around the card slot.
Block the keypad with your oth-
er hand when entering a PIN to
prevent hidden cameras. Watch
out for lingering individuals
around ATM machines,” the ad-
visory said.

Mol further asked the pub-
lic to contact the Economic
and Cyber Crimes Combat-
ing Department at 6681 5757
or through Metrash 2 or e-mail
cccc@moi.gov.ga to report cy-
bercrimes.

Sept 15 deadline for application
to DFT’s ‘Made in Qatar’ entries

he Doha Film Institute (DFI)
continues to receive applica-

tions for participation in the

What is a skimming device?
' e Byl rtaled devies on AT
P05 machees, and ot con machesm,

Skimming devices capture
card data and record
any entered PlNs.

Cugbwr attackers install skimening devices
to comemit Financial fraud
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gaining more cultural knowledge.
The camp will run until August
7, with activities scheduled four

Qatar Scientific
Club participatesin
‘SkillFest’ Festival

The Qatar Scientific Club (QSC) is
participating in the 1st edition of
“SkillFest” festival, which is taking
place in Msheireb Galleria, Place
Vendome, Mall of Qatar, and West
Walk, and will run until August 15.
The QSC is holding a variety

of scientific experiments and
workshops for different age groups
at West Walk.

Deputy Executive Director of the
QSC, engineer Abdulrahman Saleh
Khamis, told Qatar News Agency
(QNA) that the club, on Thursdays
and Fridays, holds scientific
experiments, along with a workshop
on car mechanics and ways to
diagnose minor faults, in addition to
a permanent exhibition throughout
the festival, offering daily interactive
programmes and shows.
Regarding QSC'’s astronomical
dome’s current activities, Khamis
clarified that the dome is part

of the club’s innovative talents
programme and will run over
these two weeks. He added

that participants in the summer
programme will have the
opportunity to enter the dome
and learn about virtual reality and
programming.

He also emphasised QSC’s
keenness on the ongoing
developments in the fields of
technology, artificial intelligence,
and their various applications,
aiming to enhance students’ skills
in this field. (QNA)

days a week. Participating entities
include the Ministry of Interior,
the Ministry of Endowments and

Islamic Affairs, Al Jazeera Media
Institute, Sout Al Khaleej Radio, Al
Rami Sports Club, Qatar Red Cres-

cent Society, Al Shaqab, Al Thuraya
Planetarium, Poet Majles, and the
Al Gannas Association. (QNA)

Doha Girls Center’s summer activities
programmes witness huge turnout

QNA
Doha

he Ministry of Education

I and Higher Education

(MoEHE)’s summer cen-

tres, in co-operation with the

Ministry of Sports and Youth,

are witnessing great turnout by
students.

A total of 23 summer centres
and youth organisations across
Qatar hold activities in the field
of science, social, recreation,
sport, art, creativity and tech-
nology as well as awareness-
raising activities.

The centres aim to better de-
velop students’ talents, refine
their potential and personali-
ties, develop their abilities, and
provide them the opportunity to
contribute to their community.

The Doha Girls Center at Al
Bayan First Primary Independ-
ent School for Girls has been
receiving huge attention and
demand for its summer activi-
ties from female students. It is
organising various workshops
focusing on raising awareness
and technology aimed at differ-
ent age groups.

Sheikha Hussein Abdullah

The Ministry of
Interior (Mol) has
asked the public
not to respond

to unknown
messages and
calls asking for
information. “To

Babsil, president and director of
the Doha Girls Center, said the
slogan for the 2024 summer is
“summer of excellence”.

She highlighted the success-
ful collaboration with the Min-
istry of Sports and Youth and
the MoEHE which benefited the
students by developing their
personal and social skills as the
activities offer opportunities to
enhance their communication,
teamwork, and leadership skills.

Taking part in such activities
promote mental and physical
health, allow students to dis-
cover new talents and hobbies
as they dive into various kinds
of activities, and enhances self-
confidence and the ability to face
new challenges, she said.

An integrated plan for activi-
ties, programmes and events was
developed by the Doha Girls Cent -
er team so that it covers all areas.

The training programme
and workshop themes include
recycling, cooking, drawing,
gift-making, proper nutrition,
creative narrative thinking for
children, frame decorating, self-
defence, teamwork skills, as well
as preserving the planet, target-
ed at the 7-12 years age groups.

As for the young adults, the

programmes and workshops ad-
dress developing the best version
of oneself, Arab Youth Day, the
first year of marriage, leadership,
decision-making, and express-
ing feelings.

The president and director of
the Doha Girls Center praised
the progress of the participants
as well as their parents. Between
140 and 200 female students
from the target groups partici-
pate daily in the centre’s sum-
mer activities, which proves
the success of its diverse and
high-quality structure, Babsil
stressed.

The five-week summer cen-
tres, launched on July 1, have be-
come an annual event to take ad-
vantage of the summer vacation
by immersing studentsin various
diverse and impactful activities
and programmes, thus providing
them with different knowledge
for the benefit of their academic
and practical lives, helping them
deal with modern requirements,
and face challenges with wisdom
and fortitude.

The centres are located in
schools inside and outside Doha
with trained administrative
and educational staff managing
these from 9am—1pm.

Don’t respond to unknown calls
and messages: Ministry of Interior

“Made in Qatar” section, being held
within the activities of the Ajyal Film
Festival, until midnight on Septem-

protect yourself
from cybercrimes,
do not respond

to messages

and calls from
unknown sources
asking for personal
and financial
information,” Mol
said in an advisory
on X. The ministry
asked the public

ber 15. r

The festival will return in its twelfth |
edition between November 16 and 23.

The festival, which will last for six
days, seeks to bridge cultural gaps
and bring together different genera-
tions through activities and events
designed to enhance creative interac-
tion between different sectors of the
region’s society.

To prevent cybercrimes,

refrain from responding to calls and messages
from unknown sources requesting your personal or

AR

The “Made in Qatar” programme to contact the banking inf £
receives applications for participa- Economic and anking nTarmatin.
tion in feature or documentary films, Cyber Crimes .
regardless of their duration. To qual- ] Combating If you suspect any fraudulent activity,
ify the film’s screenwriter, director, - Department Please reach out to:
or producer must be Qatari or hold at 66815757

Economic and Cyber Crimes Combating Department at 66815757

a valid residence permit in Qatar; or register a

or most of the film’s scenes must be
filmed in Qatar; or the film should re-
volves around the theme of Qatar.
The “Made in Qatar” competition
committee consists of a group of pro-
fessional filmmakers. The Ajyal Film

Festival was designed to encourage
and enhance cinematic educational
programmes in the region, provid-
ing an entertainment experience

holder of

from

to

ANNOUNCEMENT

I, ABRAHAM LUYAMBA
Uganda Passport No. A0O1070230

QID No. 29080000783

hereby change my name

ABRAHAM LUYAMBA

IBRAHIM LUYAMBA

Any objection, please contact

THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR

NATIONALITY AFFAIRS

within 15 days from the publication of this notice.

for families and educators through
group and individual communication
through the medium of cinema, DFI
announced on its website.

moi.gov.qa

complaint through
Metrash 2 or send
e-mail to cccc@

Your alertrnes

5 ENsure

Metrash2, or via email at | cccc@moigoviga

s your safety

WCM-Q study offers new insight into diabetes-CVD link

new study by researchers at

WEeill Cornell Medicine - Qatar

(WCM-Q) has unveiled signifi-
cant insights into the dysregulation of
long non-coding RNA (IncRNA) gene
expression pathways in monocytes of
patients with type 2 diabetes (T2D)
who also suffer from cardiovascular
disease (CVD).

The research was conducted in col-
laboration with Hamad Medical Cor-
poration (HMC) and Weill Cornell
Medicine in New York and led by Dr
Charbel Abi Khalil, associate professor
of medicine at WCM-Q.

Monocytes are a type of white blood
cell that plays a pivotal role in the de-
velopment of cardiovascular com-
plications in T2D patients. The study
investigated the changes in IncRNA
genes induced by diabetes in patients
with CVD, long-duration diabetes,
and poor glycemic control.

Researchers conducted paired-end
RNA sequencing on monocytes from 37

Dr Charbel Abi Khalil, associate
professor of medicine at WCM-Q.

non-diabetic controls and 120 T2D pa-
tients, 86 of whom had either macrovas-
cular or microvascular disease, or both.

Monocytes were sorted from pe-
ripheral blood using flow cytometry,
and their RNA was purified and se-
quenced.

Utilising advanced bioinformatics
tools, the team analysed the data to
identify differentially expressed genes
(DEGs) and IncRNAs highly associated
with diabetes-related expression net-
works.

The study found two significantly
upregulated IncRNAs and one signifi-
cantly downregulated IncRNA in T2D
patients compared to non-diabetic
controls.

Pathway analysis on DEGs revealed
networks affecting cellular movement,
growth, and development. Co-expres-
sion analysis identified a key diabetes
network-associated IncRNA. Further
analysis within T2D patients and CVD
revealed one IncRNA upregulated in
monocytes from patients with microv-
ascular disease without clinically doc-
umented macrovascular disease. The
study also identified specific IncRNAs
associated with long-duration diabe-
tes and poor glycemic control.

“This research represents a sig-

nificant step forward in understand-
ing the molecular mechanisms that
link T2D with cardiovascular disease.
Identifying these specific dysregulated
IncRNAs and their associated path-
ways provides a clearer picture of the
pathophysiology and opens up new
possibilities for targeted therapeutic
interventions,” said Khalil.

The study was funded by the Bio-
medical Research Programme (BMRP)
at WCM-Q and approved by the In-
stitutional Review Board of WCM-Q
(study 13-00023) and HMC (Study
14053/14).

The paper, titled ‘Dysregulation of
long non-coding RNA gene expres-
sion pathways in monocytes of type
2 diabetes patients with cardiovas-
cular disease, was published in the
renowned medical journal Cardio-
vascular Diabetology. It can be ac-
cessed online at https://cardiab.bi-
omedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/
§12933-024-02292-1
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Yemen’s Houthi-held city of Hodeidah, yesterday.
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Saudi urges ‘maximum restraint’
after Israel strikes Yemen

AFP
Riyadh

player in Yemen’s nearly

decade-long civil war, urged
restraint yesterday in the wake of
an Israeli strike that the Houthi
rebels said killed six people.

The Israeli attack which hit the
Houthi-controlled city of Ho-
deidah, “aggravates the current
tension in the region and halts
the ongoing efforts to end the
war in Gaza,” the Saudi foreign
ministry said in a statement.

It “called on all parties to ex-
ercise maximum restrain and to
distance the region and its peo-
ple from the dangers of war.”

Efforts by the kingdom to
broker a Yemen peace deal have
faltered in the wake of an anti-
shipping campaign by the Houthi
rebels in the Red Sea and the Gulf
of Aden.

The rebels have targeted nearly

S audi Arabia, a major foreign

Iran condemns
Israeli attack
on Yemen’s
Hodeidah port

AFP
Tehran

deadly retaliatory strike on

the Houthi-controlled port of
Hodeidah in Yemen that the rebels
say killed six people and wounded
dozens more.

Late on Saturday, Iran’s foreign
ministry spokesman Nasser Ka-
nani “strongly condemned” the
attack saying it was “an expres-
sion of the aggressive behaviour
of the child-killing Israeli regime”

Israeli warplanes on Saturday
struck the vital port of Hodeidah
in response to a deadly drone at-
tack by the Houthis on Tel Aviv,
which killed one civilian.

The Houthi fighters have since
threatened a “huge” retaliation
against Israel.

Kanani added that Israel and its
supporters, including the United
States, were “directly responsible
for the dangerous and unpredict -
able consequences of the contin-
ued crimes in Gaza, as well as the
attacks on Yemen”

Iran has condemned Israel’s

-

Debris Iitter oading dock a day after Israeli strikes on the port of

e e

Yemen’s Houthi-held city of Hodeida yesterday.

90 ships since November which
they say is to signal their solidar-
ity with Palestinians in the Gaza
war.

Saudi Arabia, meanwhile, has
engaged in a delicate balancing
act as it tries to extricate itself
from the war on its doorstep.

It has not joined a US-led na-

val coalition to deter Houthi at-
tacks or participated in strikes
on Yemen carried out by the US
and Britain since January.

Yesterday’s foreign ministry
statement affirmed the king-
dom’s “continuous support for
peace efforts in Yemen to spare
its people more suffering.”

Aquarium attraction

Hezbollah fires
rockets and
drones at Israel

Smoke billows after a hit from a rocket fired from southern Lebanon over the Upper Galilee region in

northern Israel, yesterday.

AFP
Beirut

ebanon’s Hezbollah said it
Lﬁred Katyusha rockets and
drones at Israel yesterday
after strikes which the Israeli
army said targeted Hezbollah
weapons storage facilities.
Hezbollah has traded near-
daily cross-border fire with Is-
raeli forces in support of Hamas
since the Palestinian group’s
October first week storming of
southern Israel triggered war in
the Gaza Strip.
Six people were wounded in
the overnight Israeli strike, ac-

A Lionfish swims in an aquarium at the Scientific Center of Kuwait, in Kuwait City, yesterday.

cording to the official Lebanese
National News Agency.

In retaliation, Hezbollah, an
ally of Hamas, said in separate
statements that yesterday it
targeted two Israeli military po-
sitions in northern Israel with
Katyusha rockets and drones.

An earlier statement by the
group had said its fighters also
struck the Dafna area with
Katyusha rockets “in response
to the Israeli enemy’s attacks
that targeted civilians in the
town of Adloun, injuring sev-
eral of them”

Israel’s military had said its
air force “struck two Hezbol-
lah weapons storage facilities in

southern Lebanon, containing
rockets and additional weap-
onry” overnight Saturday to
yesterday.

Hezbollah yesterday also said
that three of its fighters had
been killed in southern Leba-
non. The Lebanese army also
reported that two of its soldiers
were wounded “moderately”
yesterday when Israeli fire hit a
watchtower in the south of the
country.

The violence since October
has killed at least 518 people in
Lebanon, according to an AFP
tally. Most of the dead have been
fighters, but they have included
at least 104 civilians.

Sudan, Iran trade envoys
after eight-year break

AFP
Port Sudan

chief Abdel Fattah al-Bur-

han, received yesterday an
Iranian ambassador and sent his
own to Tehran, the government
said, cementing a rapprochement
after an eight -year rupture.

Sudan and Iran agreed last
October to resume diplomatic
relations, as the army-aligned
government scrambled for allies
during its war with the paramili-
tary Rapid Support Forces (RSF).

S udan’s de facto leader, army

OPINION

The Sudanese government, loyal
to the army in its 15-month fight
against the RSF, announced in a
statement that Burhan had received
Tehran’s new ambassador Hassan
Shah Hosseini in Port Sudan. The
Red Sea city has become Sudan’s
de facto seat of government since
Khartoum became wracked by
fighting.

This is “the beginning of a new
phase in the course of bilateral re-
lations between the two countries”,
foreign ministry undersecretary
Hussein al-Amin said as Burhan
sent off Sudan’s new ambassador to
Iran, Abdelaziz Hassan Saleh.

Ruto says Kenya demos must stop

Kenyan opposition leader Raila Odinga yesterday insisted “justice” was

a prerequisite for any talks with the government after deadly clashes, as
President William Ruto warned unrest could “destroy” the country, AFP
reported from Nairobi. Initially peaceful rallies that started last month
against planned tax rises descended into violence with dozens killed after
some marchers stormed parliament. Ruto shelved his tax reform and
proposed a national dialogue. “Justice must come first before any talks,”
said Odinga yesterday, however. He demanded “compensation for every
victim of police brutality” during the rallies.

Insect infestation ravages North African prickly pear

AFP
Chebika

mor Nouira, a farmer in Tu-

A‘nisia’s Chebika village, has

ost hope of saving his prick-

ly pear cacti, ravaged by the cochi-

neal insect spreading across North
Africa.

The 50-year-old has seen his
half-hectare of cactus crops wither
as the invasive insect wreaked hav-
oc on about a third of the country’s
cacti after an outbreak in 2021.

“At first, I wanted to experi-
ment with prickly pear production
and gradually develop investments
while looking for customers outside
the country, especially for its natu-
ral oil,” said Nouira.

“But... as the cacti became dam-
aged, I abandoned the idea of in-
vesting and stopped thinking about
it altogether”

Prickly pear is consumed as
food and used to make oils, cos-

metics and body-care products.
In Chebika, as in other rural areas
in central Tunisia, many farmers’
fields of prickly pear — also known
as Opuntia — have been spoiled by
the cochineal, which swept through
North Africa 10 years ago, begin-
ning in Morocco.

The insect, like the prickly pear,
is native to the Americas and feeds
on the plant’s nutrients and fluids,
often killing it.

The infestations have resulted
in significant economic losses for
thousands of farmers reliant on
prickly pear, as authorities struggle
to combat the epidemic in a country
where its fruit is widely consumed
as a summertime snack.

Tunisian authorities estimate
that about 150,000 families make a
living from cultivating Opuntia.

The North African country is the
world’s second-largest producer of
its fruit, after Mexico, with about
600,000 hectares of crops and a
yield of about 550,000 tonnes per

year, according to the Food and Ag-
riculture Organisation (FAO).

Only production allocated for ex-
port — about a third of overall crops
— has remained in good condition,
said Rabeh Hajlaoui, head of the
department of plant health at Tuni-
sia’s agriculture ministry.

“We're making every effort to
save these plants, which are an im-
portant source of income to some
locals;” he explained, as one litre of
extracted Opuntia oil can be sold for
asmuch as $4,200.

Farmers also plant prickly pear
cacti for their resistance to drought
and desertification, and sometimes
use them to demarcate and fence
property in Tunisia and neighbour-
ing Libya.

In Morocco, where the first cases
of cochineal were found in 2014,
Opuntia is cultivated over a total of
160,000 hectares.

In 2016, the Moroccan govern-
ment issued an “emergency plan”
to combat cochineal infestation by

11

A man sprays prickly pear cacti infectd by the cochineal insect, in the

suburbs of Kairouan in northern Tunisia.

experimenting with various chemi-
cals, burying infected cacti and
conducting research on developing
variants resilient to the insect.
Despite the plan, by August 2022,
about 75% of Opuntia crops in Mo-
rocco had been infested, according
to Mohamed Sbaghi, a professor at
Rabat’s National Institute of Agri-
cultural Research (INRA) and the

emergency plan co-ordinator.

Inneighbouring Algeria, authori-
ties recorded an outbreak in 2021 in
Tlemcen, a city near the border with
Morocco.

Prickly pear cultivation in the
country covers around 60,000
hectares, and the fruit is so cher-
ished that a festival dedicated to it
is held every year in the eastern Ka-

bylia region. Neither the plant nor
cochineal is native to North Africa,
but the region’s dry climate helped
them spread, said Tunisian ento-
mologist Brahim Chermiti.

“Climate change, with increas-
ing drought and high temperatures,
facilitates their reproduction,” he
said. The region has experienced
severe drought in recent years, with
declining rainfall and intense heat.

Chermiti believes it’s a matter of
“public safety” to combat cochi-
neal infestation, requiring “strict
border crossing monitoring and
public awareness” The researcher
fears total contagion, as “sooner or
later, it will spread, with the help of
many factors such as the wind and
livestock”

Hajlaoui, from Tunisia’s agricul-
ture ministry, said the issue could
even cause social unrest if it spreads
to farms in marginalised areas, such
as Tunisia’s Kasserine governorate,
where Opuntia is nearly the only
source of livelihood for many.
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US West braces for more days of record-breaking heat

is sweating through another round

of record-breaking heat as a wave is
forecast to produce triple-digit tempera-
tures in cities from Southern California to
northern Idaho through the middle of the
week.

Some 30mn people are under heat advi-
sories or excessive heat warnings in effect
through Wednesday, with some projec-
tions topping 110° Fahrenheit (43° Cel-
sius), the National Weather Service (NWS)
said yesterday.

Those states include parts of Califor-
nia, Arizona, Nevada, Idaho, Oregon and
Washington.

The western part of the United States

Central Oregon and parts of Washington
are also under elevated threats of wildfires
due to hot and dry weather conditions, the
NWS said.

Firefighters are battling multiple wild-
fires in Oregon, including the Lone Rock
Fire that has scorched more than 116,000
acres (470sq km) in the northern part of
the state, according to the Oregon State
Fire Marshal.

About 40% has been contained. Thun-
derstorms moving through the state could
make the response more difficult, officials
said.

The Malheur County Sheriff’s Office on
Saturday ordered some residents to evacu-

ate due to the Durkee Fire spreading in the
eastern part of Oregon.

In western Canada, wildfires in Alberta
and British Columbia also forced evacua-
tions over the weekend.

Research shows fossil fuel-driven cli-
mate change is helping to produce danger-
ous heat waves across the world.

Officials are warning of major health
risks associated with extreme heat, in-
cluding heat stroke.

“At least for the next four days it looks
pretty hot across a good part of the west-
ern US, and at least in the next two days
there’s definitely potential for some record
high temperatures across parts of interior

Pacific Northwest and down towards the
desert southwest,” NWS meteorologist
Bob Oravec said.

The northwest part of the US will expe-
rience the largest weather anomalies, in-
cluding much of Washington state where
temperatures are 20° higher than usual
this time of year, according to Oravec.

Major cities like Seattle and Portland
will be spared the extreme heat.

Temperatures are forecast to climb
above 100F (38C) and break records in
cities like Yakima, Spokane and Mack in
Washington.

Boise, Idaho could tie a record of 107F
(42C), Oravec said.

Much of the West Coast is expected to
experience temperatures that are about
10° above normal.

Las Vegas could tie a record of 113F
(45C), while Death Valley National Park in
California is expected to rise above 120F
(49C).

“For Monday, the records drop off,
like the potential to break records, but it
doesn’t mean it’s going to be any signifi-
cantly cooler. They’re still going to be well
above average across the same general ar-
eas,” Oravec said.

On Saturday, records were broken in
Baker, Oregon and Alturas, California,
Oravec said. — Reuters

‘1took abullet for democracy’, Trump
tells first rally since assassination bid

onald Trump, at his first
Dcampaign rally since sur-

viving an assassination at-
tempt, rejected concerns that he
is a threat to America’s democratic
system, triumphantly telling the
crowd: “I took a bullet for democ-
racy’”

“I'm not an extremist at all)”
the newly-crowned Republican
presidential nominee continued at
the rally in swing state Michigan,
dismissing his reported links to
Project 2025, a shadow manifesto
from figures close to him that has
been characterised by opponents
as an authoritarian, right-wing
wish list.

In the fiery but typically ram-
bling speech, the Republican
riffed on his hardline immigration
views, espoused falsehoods about
migrant crime, and repeated his
baseless claim that Democrats
“rigged” the 2020 election.

He expressed admiration for
foreign autocrats including Chi-
na’s “brilliant” Xi Jinping, whom
he praised for controlling “1.4bn
people with an iron fist”

And he evoked the seconds after
a gunman tried to kill him at a rally
in Pennsylvania, when, bloodied
and surrounded by Secret Service
agents, he raised a fist and yelled
for his supporters to “fight!”

The crowd in Grand Rapids
chanted the word back to him mul-
tiple times on Saturday, though
some appeared to tire of the
lengthy address after 90 minutes
and began heading to the exits.

The rally represented a moment
remarkable by any measure, with
Trump back on the campaign trail
exactly one week since the assas-
sination attempt.

He wore a new, smaller, flesh-
coloured bandage over his right
ear, grazed in the attack by a
20-year-old gunman who also
killed one bystander.

Trump referred to the assas-
sination attempt several times on
Saturday.

“I hope I don’t have to go
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Trump at his campaign rally at the Van Andel Arena in Grand Rapids,

Michigan. -AFP

through that again. It was so hor-
rible;” Trump said.

Security was tight inside Van
Andel Arena, amid questions over
Secret Service lapses at the Penn-
sylvania rally — though there were
few visible signs of enhanced law
enforcement in Grand Rapids.

Saturday was Trump’s debut
campaign appearance with run-
ning mate JD Vance, a 39-year-old
US senator with blue-collar roots
who could help win over critical
Rust Belt battlegrounds like Mich-
igan and Pennsylvania.

Vance warmed up the crowd,
taking a swipe at Harris.

“I did serve in the United States
Marine Corps and build a business.
What the hell have you done, other
than collect a cheque?” he said of
the former US senator and Califor-
nia attorney-general.

Trump supporters had begun
lining up in their dozens in Grand

Oil-tainted lakeis a
symptom, and symbol,
of Venezuela’s collapse

By Patrick Fort
AFP

putrid smell hangs over
Athe black-stained shores

of Lake Maracaibo in Ven-
ezuela, where an oil slick is em-
blematic of the steep decline in the
country’s once-enviable petro-
leum industry.

Here, much like elsewhere in
what was once Latin America’s
richest country, economic hard-
ship drives much of the discussion
ahead of July 28 elections, in which
President Nicolas Maduro will
seek a third six-year term.

“We suffer. Fishing from the
shore is no longer possible because
of the oil,” fisherman Yordi Vicuna,
34, told AFP, adding that catches
have fallen tenfold.

He said nets must constantly
be washed or replaced after being
soiled by oil that leaks from de-
cayed pipes which the government
cannot afford to fix.

Much of Venezuela’s economic
collapse - fuelled partly by a sharp
international drop in oil prices af-
ter 2014 - has happened under the
watch of Maduro, who has been in
office since 2013.

Many Venezuelans - including
Vicuna - blame US sanctions for
the dire situation.

“The pipeline is damaged be-
cause of the (economic) blockade,”
the fisherman said, echoing the
government’s official line, as he
and others shovelled oil-soaked
sand from the lake shore.

“We ask the competent agen-
cies, people from outside, to sup-
port the government in any way ...
to fix the pipelines,’ Vicuna added.

More than a century ago, the
hydrocarbon-rich Maracaibo Ba-
sin was the birthplace of a business
that transformed Venezuela into
one of the world’s top 10 oil pro-
ducers - fuelling a decades-long
period of incredible prosperity.

The country, which has the
world’s largest proven oil reserves,
was producing 3.5mn barrels of
oil a day by 2008, with the United
States as its main client.

However, in just 12 years this
dropped to fewer than half a mil-
lion barrels following the nation-
alisation of the industry and a
crippling, months-long strike at
state oil company PDVSA in pro-
test against then-president Hugo
Chavez.

Chavez sacked thousands of
PDVSA staff and managers, who
observers say were replaced mainly
by non-expert loyalists.

As oil production dipped, Ven-
ezuela fell into an economic crisis
marked by years of recession and
hyperinflation that has seen an
estimated 7mn people - almost a
quarter of the population - flee the
country in just under a decade.

Most analysts blame the indus-
try’s rapid decline on corruption
and inept management at PDVSA,
worsened by the toughening of
sanctions on Venezuela after Ma-
duro’s 2018 re-election, which was
not recognised by dozens of coun-
tries.

A few oil pumps still operate on
Lake Maracaibo’s polluted shore,
but dozens of machines stand idle.

The Puyuyo beach near the Bajo
Grande refinery is black with oil. It
was once a popular swim spot but
most small hotels and bars here are
now closed.

“People used to come here ...
families came from all over to visit,
eat fish and swim but now there are
30cm (11.8”) of oil” on the bottom
of the lake, said Guillermo Albeniz
Cano.

The 64-year-old owns a beach
cafe but has no clients.

Instead, he barters rice and
flour for the occasional fish or crab
meat.

When AFP visited Puyuyo, only
one table of the cafe was occupied
- by crabbers playing dominoes

Rapids a day before the rally began.
Edward Young, 64, was wear-
ing a T-shirt showing the already
iconic photo of Trump pumping
his fist moments after being shot.

“They have turned him into a
martyr and left him alive,” he said.
“Now he’s more powerful than
ever”

Trump’s former physician,
Ronny Jackson, said on Saturday
that the former president is recov-
ering as expected from the gun-
shot wound to his right ear, but
noted intermittent bleeding and
said Trump may require a hearing
exam.

The bullet fired by the would-
be assassin at the July 13 rally in
Pennsylvania came “less than a
quarter of an inch from entering
his head’} said Jackson, a Republi-
can congressman from Texas who
had served as physician to presi-
dents Trump and Barack Obama.

Kamala Harris will
be easier to defeat
than Biden: Trum

Reuters/AFP
Washington

said yesterday that he thinks Vice-President

Kamala Harris will be easier to defeat in No-
vember’s election than Democratic President Joe Bi-
den, who earlier in the day stepped aside as his party’s
candidate.

CNN said the Republican former president made
the comments to the network shortly after Biden an-
nounced his decision.

Trump also later attacked Biden on social media,
saying that Biden was unfit to continue serving as
president.

Biden ended his re-election campaign yesterday af-
ter fellow Democrats lost faith in his mental acuity and
ability to beat Trump.

Biden endorsed Harris to replace him as the party’s
candidate.

Biden had faced growing doubts about his re-elec-
tion chances after a weak and faltering performance in
a televised debate against Trump late last month.

On his Truth Social platform on Sunday, Trump
said Biden “was not fit to run for president, and is cer-
tainly not fit to serve”.

Other top Republicans, including House of Rep-
resentatives Speaker Mike Johnson, also said Biden
was not fit to serve as president and finish his term if
he was stepping aside as the Democratic presidential
candidate.

Johnson explicitly called on Biden to resign.

Trump, in a post on his Truth Social platform, said:
“We will suffer greatly because of his (Biden’s) presi-
dency, but we will remedy the damage he has done
very quickly”

Trump and Biden had been mostly tied in polls, but
after the debate some polls showed Trump narrowly
ahead of the president in a match-up for the Novem-
ber elections.

The Trump campaign had already begun discus-
sions about how it would redeploy campaign resourc-
es for the possibility of Biden’s dropping out, a source

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump

This picture taI;en in 2021 shows Vice-President
Kamala Harris at a vaccine mobilisation event at
Detroit’s TCF centre. - Reuters

with direct knowledge of the matter said yesterday.

Given that any alternative Democratic candidate
would likely have different strengths and weaknesses
than Biden, that person said, the president’s dropping
out would require rethinking where to spend ad dol-
lars and where to deploy resources more generally.

Publicly, Trump campaign advisers and allies have
been telling reporters that they are not worried about
facing Harris because they can simply tie her to Bi-
den’s record in office, particularly on immigration and
inflation.

They say they will try to portray Harris, and any of
the other candidates being suggested as alternatives
for the Democrats, as being to the left of Biden on
various policies.

Trump’s campaign team lashed into Harris, say-
ing that she would be “even worse” than the outgoing
leader.

“Harris will be even worse for the people of our na-
tion than Joe Biden. Harris has been the Enabler in
Chief for Crooked Joe this entire time. They own each
other’s records, and there is no distance between the
two,” the campaign said in a statement.

Trump'’s eldest son, Donald Trump Jr, said on social
media after Biden dropped out that Harris “owns the
entire left-wing policy record of Joe Biden”

Evacuations ending as
forestfires in east Canada

An aerial view of a fisherman sailing on Lake Maracaibo, in Maracaibo,
Zulia State, Venezuela. - AFP

who said they would rather be
working.

“Since there is a lot of oil in the
lake, we could not go out today,”
said father-of-four Luis Angel
Vega.

“Sometimes we don’t eat for a
whole day, the 26-year-old added.

His colleague Alvaro Villamil,
61, tried his luck nevertheless.

On his boat “Carmen Rosa’
he showed his catch of a few blue
crabs he managed to get from the
less-polluted centre of the lake.

However, it is not enough to
make aliving.

“It’s hard ... the lake is lost.
There’s a lot of oil)” Villamil told
AFP, his long-sleeved T-shirt
stained with the stuff.

Maracaibo was a flourishing city
in the 20th century, with its co-
lonial buildings, Art Deco theatre
and tramline.

Today, “for sale” signs on prop-
erties far outnumber election
campaign posters, while tall grass

and crumbling walls abound in the
industrial zone.

Some 200 companies, including
the German firm Siemens, once
had a presence in the area. Today
there are about 30.

Yet there are signs that Vene-
zuela’s oil fortunes may be looking
up again.

Despite the renewal of sanctions
after Maduro reneged on negotiat -
ed conditions for elections, Wash-
ington is allowing companies such
as Chevron and Repsol to apply for
individual licenses to keep operat -
ing in Venezuela.

And Oil Minister Pedro Tellech-
ea said in May that he was optimis-
tic that Venezuelan oil production
would reach 1mn barrels per day
this year.

This will depend largely on what
happens in next Sunday’s vote,
with widespread fear that Maduro
will steal the election and unlock
a new era of international pariah-
dom.

come ‘under control’

forest fire in northeastern
ACanada that forced the

evacuation of more than
9,000 people a week ago is now
under control, allowing those
displaced to begin returning
home, authorities said on Sat-
urday.

The risk to the towns of Lab-
rador City and Wabush is now
“very low”, Premier Andrew
Furey of Newfoundland and
Labrador province told report-
ers.

“We’re breathing another sigh
of relief here” he said.

“As a result, we’re in the good
position today to be able to par-
tially lift the evacuation order”
for what the premier called the
“largest evacuation in provincial
history”.

For now, only workers deemed
essential - hospital employees,
supermarket workers and gov-
ernment staff - will be allowed
back as they prepare for the re-
turn of the remaining evacuees
beginning today, he said.

The evacuation had been
challenging. Residents from this
remote region had to travel 300
miles (500km) to reach safety on
the lone available road.

While the fire situation in
eastern Canada is improving,
the country’s west has seen more

and more forest fires erupt in re-
cent days.

More than 320 fires are now
burning in British Columbia
province on the Pacific coast, in-
cluding three particularly large
blazes.

Several thousand people re-
main on alert, ready to evacuate
if necessary.

And in Alberta province, more
than 5,000 people from isolated
Indigenous communities were
under evacuation orders, with
out-of-control blazes threaten-
ing the only road providing ac-
cess to each community, officials
said.

The federal environment min-
istry has issued several smoke-
related air pollution advisories
in the Rockies and the north,
where Edmonton, the province’s
second-largest city, is impacted
by the smoke.

Authorities blame a deadly
combination of thunderstorms
and extreme temperatures of
86-104° Fahrenheit (30-40°
Celsius) for the outbreak - con-
ditions they expect to persist for
several more days.

Experts say climate change
has resulted in drier and hot-
ter conditions in many regions,
sharply raising the risk of major
fires. - AFP

6.2-magnitude quake hits Guatemala

A 6.2-magnitude earthquake struck Guatemala on Saturday, the United
States Geological Survey (USGS) said, with the tremor also felt in El

Salvador and Nicaragua.

No casualties or damage were reported in the three countries.
The tremor hit at 8.53pm (0253 GMT) with its epicentre 8km (five
miles) southeast of Jalapa city, at a depth of 265.5km, according to the

USGS.

The seismological institute in El Salvador recorded the quake at a
magnitude of 5.9 while that of Nicaragua registered it at 5.2-magnitude.
Civil protection authorities of the three Central American countries
reported no casualties or damage to infrastructure.

Central America is on the so-called Pacific Ring of Fire, a vast area of
intense tectonic activity that runs along the west coast of the Americas

and across the Pacific basin. -AFP
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FALLOUT

Australia warns of malicious
websites after cyber outage

LAW AND ORDER

Malaysia detains oil tanker
involved in collision

CONTROVERSY

S Korea’s first lady
grilled over Dior bag

PEOPLE

Myanmar figurehead president
suffering severe healthissues

Australia’s cyber intelligence agency said “malicious
websites and unofficial code” were being released
online claiming to aid recovery from Friday’s global
digital outage, which hit media, retailers, banks and
airlines. Australia was one of many countries affected
by the outage that caused havoc worldwide after

a botched software update from CrowdStrike. The
Australian Signals Directorate (ASD) - the country’s
cyber intelligence agency - said “a number of malicious
websites and unofficial code are being released
claiming to help entities recover from the widespread
outages caused by the CrowdStrike technical incident”.

Malaysia has detained a large oil tanker that collided
with another vessel off its coast and fled the scene, the
coast guard said yesterday. The Sao Tome and Principe-
flagged Ceres | tanker had collided with the Singapore-
flagged Hafnia Nile two days ago, causing both ships

to catch fire, the coast guard said. The Ceres | then
illegally left the location of the collision and turned off its
tracking system, it added. A maritime air and sea search
was immediately activated by Malaysian authorities.
“Malaysia has successfully located and detained the
Ceres | together with two tugboats that were towing it”
off the country’s eastern coast, an official said.

South Korea'’s first lady Kim Keon-hee has been
questioned over allegations of stock manipulation and
graft involving a $2,200 luxury handbag, the prosecution
said yesterday. The questioning comes as the opposition
calls for a special probe into the first lady, who has been
under scrutiny for accepting a Dior bag in violation of
government ethics rules, and for her alleged role ina
stock manipulation scheme. Prosecutors conducted
“face-to-face questioning” of Kim on Saturday, the

Seoul Central District Prosecutors’ Office said. Hidden
camera footage released last year appeared to show Kim
accepting a $2,200 luxury designer handbag.

Myanmar’s figurehead president suffering severe health
problems, adding to uncertainty. The nhominal president
of Myanmar is suffering from serious ilinesses, state
media reported, in a rare statement on the health of a
key junta figure just weeks before an ongoing state of
emergency expires. Myint Swe, 73, a former army officer,
was vice president under Myanmar’s quasi-civilian
system who became head of state during a 2021 coup
and immediately handed power to the military. He has
been suffering from “psychomotor retardation and
malnutrition,” the state-run Global New Light of Myanmar
newspaper said.

Bangladesh court
scraps most job
quotas that led to
deadly protests

Reuters
Dhaka

angladesh’s Supreme Court
yesterday scrapped most quo-
tas on government jobs after
nationwide action led by students
spiralled into clashes that killed at
least 139 people, but some organis-
ers said the protests would continue.

Dismissing a lower court order,
the Supreme Court’s appellate di-
vision directed that 93% of govern-
ment jobs should be open to candi-
dates on merit, attorney-general A
M Amin Uddin said.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
government had scrapped the quota
system in 2018, under which 56% of
jobs were reserved for groups such
as freedom fighters’ families, wom-
en and people from underdeveloped
districts. But the lower court rein-
stated it last month, sparking the
protests and an ensuing clampdown
that included an internet shutdown
and a curfew with the army on the
streets.

The recent clashes followed simi-
lar violent protests ahead of Janu-
ary’s national elections by Hasina’s
opponents in response to what they
called her authoritarian rule, and by
garment workers demanding better
pay amid high inflation.

“Students have clearly said they

Above-inflation pay
rises for UK public
sector workers likely

Britain’s Finance Minister Rachel
Reeves said she will consider
giving inflation-busting pay
increases for almost 2mn
government employees later

this month to avoid crippling
public sector strikes. Two pay
review bodies who advise the
government have recommended
a5.5% wage rise for 460,000
teachers and 1.4mn staff in the
state-run National Health Service,
according to media reports. Asked
if the government would approve
those pay rises, Reeves said she
valued public service workers
and warned there is a “cost” to
long battles with unions that
undermined the last government’s
efforts to improve public services.
“I really value public service
workers, in our schools, in our
hospitals, in our police as well,”
Reeves told the BBC. “There is

a cost to not settling, a cost of
further industrial action, and a
cost in terms of the challenge we
face recruiting.” The Labour Party
won the general election earlier
this month promising a decade of
“national renewal.”

are in no way part of the violence
and arson that have taken place in
Bangladesh since Monday,” Amin
Uddin said. “I am hoping normalcy
will return after today’s ruling and
people with ulterior motives will
stop instigating people,” he added.

Internet and text message serv-
ices in Bangladesh have been sus-
pended since Thursday, as security
forces cracked down on protesters
who defied a ban on public gather-
ings. At least four protest co-ordi-
nators told BBC Bangla that they
planned to continue their action
until they secured the release of
some detained student leaders and
the restoration of internet and other
cellular services.

“The judgment of the Supreme
Court seems unclear to us. There is
no clear-cut solution for all types of
quotas,” said Abdul Quader, one of
the co-ordinators.

Soldiers have been patrolling
the largely deserted streets of the
capital Dhaka since the government
ordered a curfew late on Friday. A
tank was stationed outside the Su-
preme Court gates at the time of the
hearing. Local media had reported
scattered clashes earlier in the day
between protesters and security
forces. At least 139 people have been
killed so far, according to data from
hospitals.

The government on Saturday ex-

Fres_h catc

tended the curfew indefinitely, ac-
cording to local media. Restrictions
were eased for two hours yesterday
to allow people to shop for supplies.

Tanvir Hasan, a grocer in Dha-
ka, said: “As curfew eased, people
swarmed in like bees. We just had
couple of very busy hours?”

The clashes have injured thou-
sands across the country in recent
days, as police used tear gas, rubber
bullets and sound grenades to dis-
perse protesters throwing bricks and
setting fire to vehicles.

Experts attribute the unrest to
stagnant job growth in the private
sector and high youth unemploy-
ment, making public sector jobs
with regular wage hikes very attrac-
tive among the group who make up
nearly a fifth of the population.

Bangladesh also faces economic
difficulties and secured a $4.7bn
bailout from the International Mon-
etary Fund in January last year after
struggling to pay for energy imports,
which cut into its dollar reserves and
fanned inflation.

Hasina, 76, who won power for a
fourth straight term in January, has
been credited with turning around
Bangladesh’s economy and its gar-
ment industry. But critics also ac-
cuse her of authoritarianism, hu-
man rights violations, crackdowns
on free speech and suppression of
dissent, charges her party denies.

People try to catch about two tonnes of fish released by the city during an annuél event to thank for
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A patient, who according to medics is suffering from Nipah infection, is shifted to an ICU of Nipah isolation
ward in Kozhikode Medical College in Kozhikode, Kerala, yesterday.

Advisory issued as Kerala
teen dies from Nipah virus

Reuters
Kochi, India

uthorities in southern
AIndia’s Kerala state are

taking preventive steps
after the death of a 14-year-old
boy from the Nipah virus and
the identification of 60 persons
in the high-risk category, the
state’s health minister said yes-
terday.

Parts of Kerala are among those
most at risk globally for outbreaks
of the virus, a Reuters investi-
gation showed last year. Nipah,
which comes from fruit bats and
animals, can cause a lethal, brain-

swelling fever in humans.

this year’s fishing harvest at Gemblegan Reservoir in Klaten, central Java, Indonesia, yesterday.

Nipah is classified as a prior-
ity pathogen by the World Health
Organisation (WHO) because of
its potential to trigger an epi-
demic. There is no vaccine to
prevent infection and no treat-
ment to cure it.

“The infected boy died on
Sunday after a cardiac arrest,”
Veena George, the state health
minister told local TV reporters,
speaking in the Malayalam lan-
guage.

Earlier, in a statement on Sat-
urday, she said as part of Nipah
control, the government has
issued orders to set up 25 com-
mittees to identify and isolate
affected people.

Dr Anoop Kumar, director

of critical care medicine at As-
ter MIMS Hospital in Calicut,
said one positive case of Nipah
had been diagnosed in a school-
going boy and persons who had
been in contact with him were
being watched.

“Thereis aminimum chance
of an outbreak of Nipah virus
at this stage,” he said, adding
that the situation would be
monitored for the next 7-10
days.

There are 214 people on the
primary contact list of the boy,
the statement said. Among
them, 60 are in the high-risk
category, it said, and isolation
wards have been set up at health
institutions to treat patients.

Baby, dad killed as pram
rolls in front of train

AFP
Sydney

pram carrying twin two-
Ayear-old girls rolled into

the path of an oncoming
train in Sydney yesterday, police
said, in an accident that killed
one of the children and the “he-
roic” father who dashed to their
rescue.

One of the little girls survived
only “through good luck” af-
ter she landed between the rails
when the pram fell off a platform
at southern Sydney’s Carlton
railway station, police said.

She was “largely untouched”
by the train that apparently
passed above her on its way to
central Sydney in the early af-
ternoon, police said.

The parents had taken a lift
down to the station platform
and as they exited, they took
“their hands off the pram for a
very, very short period of time’}

New South Wales police super-
intendent Paul Dunstan said.

“Whether it’s a gust of wind
or - we'’re not quite sure - but
it appears that the pram has in-
stantly started to roll in the di-
rection of the train lines,” he told
anews conference.

Though one of the children
was unharmed, the other girl
and her 40-year-old father had
been killed.

The father had “just gone into
parent mode” and tried to save
his daughters, Dunstan said.

“In doing so it’s cost him his
life, but it’s an incredibly brave
and heroic act by the dad”

The mother and her surviving
daughter were taken to the local
St. George Hospital, and were
said to be in a stable condition.

The 39-year-old mother was
“in a state of shock and strug-
gling with what’s happened”
while being supported by family
and friends in their local Indian
community, Dunstan said.

Manila, Beijing reach ‘arrangement’ on reef resupply missions

AFP
Manila

he Philippines and China
I have agreed on an “arrange-
ment” for resupplying Fili-
pino troops stationed on a South
China Sea reef, Manila said yester-
day, after a series of escalating con-
frontations in the disputed waters.
A remote outpost on Second
Thomas Shoal has been a fo-
cus of clashes between Chinese
and Philippine ships in recent
months as Beijing steps up ef-
forts to push its claims to almost

the entire South China Sea.

A Filipino sailor lost a thumb
in the latest June 17 confrontation
when Chinese coast guard mem-
bers wielding knives, sticks and
an axe foiled a Philippine Navy at-
tempt to resupply its troops.

Yesterday’s announcement fol-
lows talks between the Philippines
and China this month when they
agreed to increase the number of
communication channels to resolve
maritime disagreements between
them.

“The Philippines and the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China have
reached an understanding on the

provisional arrangement for the
resupply of daily necessities and
rotation missions to the BRP Sierra
Madre in Ayungin Shoal,” the Phil-
ippine foreign ministry, using the
Filipino name for Second Thomas
Shoal.

The foreign ministry did not pro-
vide details of the arrangement, but
said both sides recognised the need
to “de-escalate the situation in the
South China Sea and manage dif-
ferences through dialogue and con-
sultation”

China’s embassy in Manila did
not immediately respond to re-
quests for comment.

A handful of Filipino troops are
stationed on the rusty BRP Sierra
Madre warship that was deliber-
ately grounded on Second Thomas
Shoal in 1999 to assert Manila’s
claims to the area.

They require frequent resupplies
for food, water and other necessi-
ties as well as transport for person-
nel rotations.

Earlier yesterday, Manila said the
resupply missions would remain a
Philippine operation, after Wash-
ington vowed to “do what is neces-
sary” to support them.

“As far as the RORE (rotation and
resupply mission) is concerned,

we're keeping it as a purely Philip-
pine operation utilising Philippine
ships, personnel and leadership,’
National Security Council assistant
director-general Jonathan Malaya
said.

“That may change depending on
the guidance from top management
but that’s the direction or policy at
present.”

Malaya’s remarks came after
White House national security ad-
viser Jake Sullivan said the US “will
do what is necessary” to ensure the
Philippines can continue to resup-
ply its troops on the contested atoll.

“We will continue to support the

Philippines and stand behind them
as they take steps to be able to en-
sure that,” Sullivan said during the
Aspen Security Forum conference
in Colorado.

Malaya said the National Securi-
ty Council appreciated the US offer
and the Philippines would continue
consultations as treaty allies.

Manila has a mutual defence pact
with the US which requires both
parties to come to the other’s de-
fence in case of an “armed attack”
against vessels, aircraft, military
and coast guard anywhere in the
Pacific theatre, which Washington
says includes the South China Sea.
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Unlocking the
IMF reform

In July 1944, exactly 80 years ago, representatives of 44 countries
met in an obscure New Hampshire village to negotiate the Bretton
Woods Agreement establishing the International Monetary Fund. For
many, reaching the ripe old age of 80 would be cause for celebration.
For the IMF, the anniversary only highlights the urgency of reform.

Some necessary reforms are straightforward and widely agreed,
raising the question of why they haven’t been adopted. First, the IMF
should provide its members with regular annual allocations of its in-
house financial instrument, special drawing rights. This would provide
an alternative to the US dollar as a source of global liquidity while also
addressing the problem of chronic global imbalances.

Second, the IMF needs to do better at organising debt restructurings
for low-income countries. Its latest attempt, the rather grandly named
Common Framework for Debt Treatments, has fallen short. The Fund
needs to push harder for co-operation from China’s government and
financial institutions, which are unfamiliar with the responsibilities
of a sovereign creditor. It should support reforms to speed up
restructurings and endorse initiatives to crack down on holdout
creditors.

In terms of its surveillance of countries’ policies, the IMF needs
to address its perceived lack of evenhandedness; whereas emerging
and developing countries are held to demanding standards, high-
income countries like the United States are let off the hook. It needs to
reinvigorate its analysis of the cross-border spillovers of large-country
policies, a process the US has managed to squelch.

As for its lending policies, the IMF needs to decouple loan size from
an anachronistic quota system and reduce the punitive interest rates
charged middle-income countries.

To ensure the best possible leadership, the managing director
should be selected through a competitive process, where candidates
submit statements and sit for interviews, after which shareholding
governments vote. The victor should be the most qualified individual
and not just the most qualified European, as has historically been the

case.
Most of all, the IMF must
acknowledge that it can’t
be everything for everyone.
Under recent managing
directors, it has broadened its
agenda from its core mandate,
preserving economic
and financial stability, to
encompass gender equity,
climate change, and other
nontraditional issues. These
are not topics about which
the IMF’s macroeconomists
have expertise. The IMF’s
own internal watchdog, the Independent Evaluation Office, has rightly
warned that venturing into these areas can overstretch the Fund’s
human and management resources.

Admittedly, the IMF can’t ignore climate change, since climate
events affect economic and financial stability. Women’s education,
labour force participation, and childcare arrangements belong on its
agenda insofar as they have implications for economic growth and
hence for debt sustainability. Fundamentally, however, gender-related
policies and climate-change adaptation are economic-development
issues. They require long-term investments. As such, they fall mainly
within the bailiwick of the World Bank, the IMF’s sister institution
across 19th Street in Washington.

An advantage of an agenda focused on the IMF’s core mandate is that
national governments are more likely to give the Fund’s management
and staff the freedom of action needed to move quickly in response to
developments threatening economic and financial stability. The IMF
lacks the independence of national central banks. Currently, decision-
making is slow by the standards of financial crises, which move
fast. Decisions must be approved by an executive board of political
appointees who in turn answer to their governments.

But central-bank independence is viable only because central
bankers have a narrow mandate focused on price stability, against
which their actions can be judged. For a quarter-century, observers
have argued that a more independent, fleet-footed IMF would be
better. But the more the institution dilutes its agenda, the more such
independence resembles a pipedream.

The other factor underpinning the viability of central-bank
independence is that monetary policymakers at the national level are
accountable to legitimate political actors, generally parliaments and
ministers. The legitimacy of IMF accountability is more dubious, owing
to the institution’s governance structure.

For antiquated reasons, the US - and only the US - possesses a veto
over consequential IMF decisions. Europe is overrepresented in the
institution, while China is underrepresented. Until these imbalances
are corrected, the Fund’s governance will remain under a shadow. This
not only makes the prospect of operational independence even more
remote; it also stands in the way of virtually all meaningful reforms,
including the straightforward changes listed above.

Sketching a reform agenda for the IMF is easy. Implementing it is
hard. — Project Syndicate
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Emmanuel pose for a family portrait after the Te Deum mass on the Belgian National Day at the Saint Michael and Saint Gudula Cathedral,

in Brussels, yesterday. (AFP)

Kenya Gen Z seeks end
to politics as usual

By Nita Bhalla
Nairobi

hen 25-year-old Kenyan

teacher Stella stumbled on an

X post about a new finance bill

proposing taxes on basics from
bread to diapers, she brushed it off as fake
news.

“Tjust dismissed it as a politician
complaining about something that wasn’t
true,” Stella, who did not want to give her full
name, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation
as she recalled the clamour on social media
that began in May.

But as “#RejectFinanceBill2024” flooded
her feed, Stellarealised this wasn’t just
political noise. It was a rallying cry from her
peers: young, educated, disenfranchised
Kenyans.

“Some posted videos breaking down all the
new taxes in the bill, others talked about how
our parents were suffering with high living
costs and compared it with the lavish lifestyles
of our politicians. What they said struck a
chord. It angered me.”

By mid-June, Stella had joined thousands
of Gen Z and millennials across Kenya, taking
to the streets in a wave of protests that have
forced President William Ruto to make a
historic U-turn and scrap his reviled law.

Ruto has also sacked his cabinet for a more
“broad-based government” and pledged to cut
wasteful spending, dissolving state firms and
reducing the number of government advisers.

Described as a “youth-quake” in the media,
the protests have also forced Kenya'’s police
chief to resign.

At least 50 people died in protests that
turned violent, prompting a ban on demos
in central Nairobi, a move the force said was
designed to stem criminals rather than stifle
opposition.

For many youth protesters, the finance
bill was just the tipping point that ignited
long-simmering grievances over government
corruption, squandered public funds, and
a scarcity of opportunities for millions of
Kenyans.

Emboldened by their newfound influence,
young Kenyans want good governance and
accountability. They are also plotting how to
elect their chosen leaders in 2027 elections.

“It’s a pivotal moment in Kenya’s history.
The youth are renegotiating their citizenship
and demanding more political accountability,”
said Nicodemus Minde, a social scientist at the
Institute of Security Studies.

“People have hope as these protests are
different from others. They are not driven by a
political party, or a particular tribe or ethnicity
— they are driven by a new generation who are
more politically aware and very tech-savvy”

A vibrant economy in East Africa, Kenya
boasts strong revenues from farming and

tourism. But despite an average of 5% annual
economic growth over the last decade, the
benefits have not trickled down.

One in three of Kenya’s 50mn people are
aged 15-34, yet this group suffers the worst
unemployment, with 67% out of work, official
data shows.

Moreover, over a million young Kenyans
enter the labour market annually without
skills, and it takes the average graduate five
years to find a job.

Since Ruto took office nearly two years ago,
the disconnect between his promises and
reality has widened.

Kenyans grapple with skyrocketing living
costs and increased taxes, all the while
witnessing rank government extravagance.

Frustration has mounted over Ruto’s
frequent international travels and corruption
scandals involving top officials.

Kenyans have also seen public funds
allocated to political appointees and first
family offices, and watched politicians flaunt
their luxury cars and private helicopters.

All this has earned Ruto the nickname
“Zakayo” — Swahili for Zacchaeus, the biblical
greedy tax collector. He is also routinely
mocked by the media as “King of the Skies”
for clocking up 62 trips to 38 countries in 20
months.

“The finance bill was just the tip of the
iceberg,” said Nerima Wako-QOjiwa, a political
scientist and executive director of Siasa Place,
ayouth charity.

“People are outraged by all the corruption
scandals and opulence of our leaders;” she said
during an X space discussion.

Trouble began in May when the Finance Bill
2024 was unveiled in parliament, and Kenyans
swiftly turned to platforms such as X and
TikTok to thrash out its potential impact.

It proposed taxes on a host of items, from
bread to cooking oil, sanitary pads to money
transfers.

Ruto said the additional taxes would raise
$2.7bn and help cut Kenya’s high debt, which
has made borrowing difficult and squeezed the
currency.

Within weeks, Gen Z and millennials were
creating engaging digital content — cartoons,
skits, videos and explainers — and the hashtags
#RejectFinanceBill2024 and #RutoMustGo
took off.

They engaged influencers and celebrities to
harness their networks and translated the bill
into different Kenyan languages to reach older
and rural populations.

Developers built Al tools such as Finance
Bill GPT, which calculates the bill’s potential
impact on prices, and Corrupt Politicians GPT,
a chatbot that flags up scandals.

Alongside the demos, Kenyans tried some
unorthodox tactics: crowdsourcing MPs’
personal details so their phones were spammed
and mounted demonstrations outside their
offices and homes.

Kenya'’s President William Ruto leaves after he addressed the nation to announce new Cabinet
Secretaries in his government, in the wake of nationwide protests over new taxes, at State House
in Nairobi on Friday. (Reuters)

“It was incredible to see how organic the
whole movement was,” Patrick, a 24-year-
old paralegal, told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. “We all felt angry and wanted to
change the status quo”

As protests moved from the digital space
to the streets on June 18, lawyers hosted
discussions on citizens’ rights in the event of
an arrest, while doctors shared first-aid tips.

Their grievances were initially ignored and
the protesters dismissed as “KFC-eating” and
“Uber-riding” privileged urban youth by some
members of the government.

But as the demonstrations continued,
violence mounted with police using tear gas
and live bullets against unarmed youth.

The protests have also been infiltrated by
criminals looting and destroying property,
with parliament even briefly stormed.

According to the Kenya National
Commission on Human Rights, at least 50
people have died and hundreds have been
injured.

Last month, the pressured president
withdrew his finance bill and in recent days has
sacked most of the cabinet.

He has also announced plans to axe 47 state
corporations, halve the number of government
advisers, and pulled funding to the offices of
his wife and deputy’s wife.

“Recent events that necessitated the
withdrawal of the Finance Bill ... have
brought us to an inflection point,” said Ruto
last week.

He has now promised a government of
national unity to deal with the debt crisis,
better job opportunities, less waste and vowed
to “slay the dragon of corruption”

Protesters, too, have promised no letup until
Ruto resigns and they win systemic change to
clean up politics.

Every day, thousands gather on X spaces
to keep up the momentum, resolving to hold
leaders to account.

They debate constitutional rights and
the merits of protest against passive acts of
resistance such as recalling their MPs.

They talk of revolution while pledging
allegiance to peace and the law. They sign off
with a salute to their “fallen comrades” and
end their comments with the words “Viva”.

Their demands include an independent
probe into the deaths of demonstrators,
an audit of Kenya’s national debt, and the
formation of an independent electoral
commission. Harnessing tech, they have
created websites that track government
promises against actual results, and are
examining upcoming legislation to keep the
public abreast.

Moves are also afoot to recall lawmakers
ahead of the 2027 elections, with some
constituencies already collecting signatures.

Gen Z and millennials are lending civic
education to their communities and
encouraging everyone to register to vote.

Analysts said the strength of the grassrooots
movement lies in the absence of any one
figurehead, melding a generation that has cast
off tribal affiliations.

“The opposition was silent and absent on
this issue and it seems that Gen Z with their
new political discourse are filling that gap,”
said Minde.

The youth-led protests are also resonating
in other African countries that are grappling
with similar popular grievances. On social
media, Nigerians, Malawians and Ugandans
are planning their own demonstrations for
reform.

The young has had a taste of politics — and
likes it.

“We are not our parents who had to live in
fear,” said Zabron Mwangi, a Gen Z protester in
an X space discussion.

“These protests have changed the game. Gen
Z are now the official opposition in Kenya —
this is the new normal” — Thomson Reuters
Foundation
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Meloni put domestic concerns
first in rejecting von der Leyen

Reuters
Rome

Meloni’s decision not to back

Ursula von der Leyen as Euro-
pean Commission chief was driv-
en by fear of losing right-wing
grassroots supporters, analysts
say, but may curb her influence
over EU choices.

The European Parliament
elected von der Leyen for a sec-
ond five-year term on Thurs-
day to lead the bloc’s executive
with support from centre-right,
centre-left, liberal and green
groups. She got 401 votes, with
284 against in a secret ballot in
the 720-member chamber.

Meloni’s Brothers of Italy, part
of the European Conservatives
and Reformists group (ECR), re-
vealed its decision after the vote
when it said von der Leyen had
shifted too far left, particularly
on green pledges.

Even though von der Leyen did
not need Meloni’s 24 lawmakers
to win, the vote marked a shift
from the prime minister’s past
efforts to keep good relations
with the Commission as Rome
grapples with mammoth public
debt.

“Meloni cares a lot about be-
ing consistent. She had said she
would never vote with the left.
When it became clear that her
votes were not needed, she stuck
to that pledge,” said Giovanni
Orsina, politics professor at
Rome’s Luiss university.

However, the move dismayed
many Italian commentators who
said the Commission may now
be less indulgent towards Italy’s
public finances and its falter-

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia

Parisrings for the O

NOT SEEING EYE-TO-EYE: Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni (left)
and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen look on

ahead of a family photo on the first day of the G7 summit, in Savelletri,
Italy, last month. (Reuters)

ing attempts to spend billions of
euros of EU post-Covid recovery
funds.

That remains to be seen, but
Meloni’s first concern appeared
to be fending off internal com-
petition at home from her hard-
right coalition ally, Matteo Sal-
vini’s League. “She is afraid of
exposing herself on the right, and
this fear overwhelmed everything
else,” said Francesco Galietti,
from Rome-based political risk
consultancy Policy Sonar.

Brothers of Italy is now poll-
ing at nearly 30% — its highest
ever — while the League is around
8.5%, but Galietti pointed to vol-
atility in Italian politics and said
Meloni could not afford to alien-
ate traditional voters.

Before moderating her posi-
tions after coming to power in
2022, Meloni was considered
further to the right than Salvini,
and used to advocate for Italy to

leave the eurozone. The Commis-
sion declined to comment for this
story.

Von der Leyen, asked by report -
ers on Thursday whether she re-
gretted seeking Meloni’s support,
said only that the vote showed she
had taken the right approach in
assembling backers who are “pro-
European, pro-Ukraine and pro-
rule of law.”

Carlo Calenda, leader of cen-
trist party Action, said in a radio
interview on Friday that Meloni
had preferred to be “a faction
leader rather than a prime min-
ister,” and it was “dangerous” for
Italy to be in opposition in Europe.

Meloni triumphed in Italy’s Eu-
ropean Parliament elections last
month, in contrast to setbacks for
French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron and German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz, but since then things have
not gone her way.

After being left out of a deal on

lympiad
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A bird is pictured as the Olympic rings are seen on the Eiffel Tower yesterday ahead of the Paris 2024
Olympic and Paralympic Games. (Reuters)

the bloc’s top jobs she protested
that von der Leyen and other lead-
ers were flouting voters’ wishes
by ignoring a surge in right-wing
support.

She refused to back von der
Leyen along with groups includ-
ing the Patriots for Europe, a
far-right alliance which includes
Marine Le Pen’s French National
Rally (RN) and Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orban’s Fidesz.

Some analysts are suggesting
Meloni did not want to side with
the EU’s mainstream forces ahead
of a possible Donald Trump vic-
tory at US elections in November
that could boost the bloc’s na-
tionalists.

Yet Wolfango Piccoli of Lon-
don-based political risk consul-
tancy Teneo, said such a strategy
could backfire as Trump would
likely embrace an isolationist for-
eign policy which would oblige It-
aly to strengthen European bonds.

“A plan like that would not be
useful to the Italian national in-
terest,” Piccoli said.

In an interview with Italian
daily Corriere della Sera published
on Saturday, Meloni said she
would still be able to work with
von der Leyen and that it would
be “surreal” to imagine Brussels
would punish Italy when it came
to deciding on Commission roles.
Rome’s candidate is European Af-
fairs Minister Raffaele Fitto.

But her relationship with Brus-
sels looks trickier now and Piccoli
said it might be harder to have a
say on issues including defence
and migration, though budget
procedures based on pre-estab-
lished steps are less likely to be
affected.

“The real question is to count in
Europe,” he said.

Russia intercepts
US bomber planes
over Arctic

Russia said yesterday that it
scrambled fighter jets to prevent
two US strategic bomber planes
from crossing its border over
the Barents Sea in the Arctic.
The US military routinely carries
out flights over international
waters, operations that it

says are conducted in neutral
airspace and in accordance with
international law. But Moscow has
responded more aggressively to
the exercises in recent months,
warning in June that US drone
flights over the Black Sea risked
leading to a “direct” military clash.
The Russian defence ministry
said it had scrambled fighter

jets to intercept an “air target
approaching the state border of
the Russian Federation”.

“The crews of the Russian fighters
identified the aerial target as

a pair of US Air Force B-52H
strategic bombers,” it said. “As
the Russian fighters approached,
the American strategic bombers
corrected their flight course,
moving away and then turning
away from Russia’s state border,”
it said.

Kyiv hospital strike highlights
Russia’s sanctions evasion

The Kh-101 cruise missile that struck a

children’s hospital in Kyiv in early July
perfectly illustrates the ability of the Russian
defence industry to overcome Western
efforts to cut its supply of key components.
The July 8 attack, which killed two people
and damaged large portions of the
surrounding buildings of the clinic treating
about 600 patients, provoked international
outrage.

Yet “just since the beginning of this week,
Russia has used more than 700 guided
aerial bombs, more than 170 attack drones
of various types and almost 80 missiles
against Ukraine”, said Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky.

Long gone are the days when Western
military officials would report that Russian
military production capacity was insufficient
to sustain the war in Ukraine, or when a
Ukrainian official said Russian strikes would
soon stop because of a lack of ammunition.
*The Financial Times reported, without
naming its sources, that Russia is now
producing eight times as many Kh-101s as
before its invasion of Ukraine in 2022.
Experts consulted by AFP would not
confirm the figures, but all underscored
Russia’s increased capacity to build more of
these crucial cruise missiles.

“I would say the real number might be even
higher,” said Vladislav Inozemtseyv, a Russian
economist who lives in exile. He estimates
that Russia will make 700 to 750 this year
and that production could reach 1,000 units
in 2025.

“In April 2024, Ukrainian sources reported
monthly production of 40 Kh-101 missiles,”
much higher than the 56 produced over the
whole of 2021, said a Western source in the
arms sector.

However, the operating systems of these
missiles require many components that are
made in countries that support Kyiv and
have imposed sanctions on Russia.
US-made AMD memory cards, Texas
Instruments microcircuits and Dutch-made
Nexperia buffer chips have all been found in
the debris of Kh-101 strikes, according to the
official site war-sanctions.gur.gov.ua

“Not all the electronic components inside

of Russian missiles are military grade. Many
of them if not most are consumer-grade or
industrial-grade and still available for Russia
on the global market,” said Pavel Luzin, a
specialist in Russian defence policies.
“Moreover, there was a storage of electronic
components in Russia made before 2022.”
With the help of friendly countries, Russia
has set up trading companies and “shows no
signs of vulnerability in its supply chains,”
said an industrial source.

“First, there are the Chinese who supply

the Russians with many kinds of dual-use
products which are successfully used by the
military industry,” Inozemtsev said.

The industrial source added: “The main
foreign components found on the Kh-101
wrecks today are American or Taiwanese
commercially available processors,
purchased by Russian trade missions

in embassies abroad or through shell

companies.” Some countries have become
important hubs.

In a report published in late 2023, British
research institute Rusi said that “faced
with losing access to essential supply
lines, Russia adapted, rerouting trade flows
through friendly jurisdictions and bordering
countries, often using complex front-
company networks to evade scrutiny.”
“For example, in 2022, Armenia’s
microelectronics imports from the US and
EU increased by over 500 and 200 percent,
respectively, with most of these later re-
exported to Russia.”

Rusi also noted that the value of
Kazakhstan’s microelectronics exports to
Russia increased from around $250,000 in
2021to over $18mn in 2022.

But sometimes these sales pass directly
through Western countries, Rusi said, such
as purchases by Russian company Compel
JSC from Germany.

A Stuttgart court sentenced a 59-year-old
Russian-German man on Wednesday to
almost seven years in prison for having
supplied 120,000 components and other
pieces of equipment to Russia between
January 2020 and May 2023.

“There is little that can be done to stop
these flows,” Inozemtsev said.

“The only efficient thing would be to
consider sanctions against Western
semiconductor producers to force them

to better vet their clients. But such
measures would be too painful for Western
companies.”

Pakistan to
push China
to switch to

domes

tic cal

Pakistan’s Federal Minister of Energy Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari
speaks during an interview with Reuters in Islamabad. (Reuters)

Reuters
Islamabad

akistan this month will
Pask Chinese power plants

operating in the country
to shift to using coal from Pa-
kistan’s Thar region rather than
imported coal, the power minis-
ter said yesterday.

Islamabad may also begin
talks on re-profiling Pakistan’s
energy sector debt during the
visit to Beijing, Awais Leghari,
head of the energy ministry’s
Power Division, told Reuters.

Leghari will be part of the
delegation to discuss structural
reforms to the power sector
suggested by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), which
last week agreed on a $7bn bail-
out for the heavily indebted
South Asian nation.

Neighbouring China has set
up over $20bn worth of energy
projects in Pakistan.

“One of the key purposes of
going along is the conversion of
our imported coal units to the
local coal. That would have a
huge impact on the cost of en-
ergy, of power in the near fu-
ture. So that is one of the biggest
(items on the) agenda,” Leghari
said in an interview.

Such a transition would ben-
efit the Chinese-owned plants
in Pakistan by reducing pressure
on Islamabad’s foreign exchange
reserves, he said, making it eas-
ier to repatriate dividends and
offering a better return in dollar
terms.

The transition could save
Pakistan more than Rs200bn
($700mn) a year in imports,
translating to a decrease of as
much as Rs2.5 per unit in the
price of electricity, Leghari said.

In April a subsidiary of con-
glomerate Engro agreed to sell
all of its thermal assets, in-
cluding Pakistan’s leading coal
producer, Sindh Engro Coal
Mining to Pakistan’s Liberty
Power. Liberty said the decision

stemmed from Pakistan’s for-
eign exchange crunch and its in-
digenous coal reserve potential.

The minister declined to elab-
orate on the possible talks with
China over re-profiling energy
debt.

Pakistan’s power sector has
been plagued by high rates of
power theft and distribution
losses, resulting in accumulat-
ing debt across the production
chain — a concern raised by the
IMF.

The government is imple-
menting structural reforms to
reduce “circular debt” — public
liabilities that build up in the
power sector due to subsidies
and unpaid bills — by Rs100bn
($360mn) a year, Leghari said.

Poor and middle-class house-
holds have been affected by a
previous IMF bailout reached
last year, which included rais-
ing power tariffs as part of the
funding programme that ended
in April.

Annual power use in Pakistan
is expected to fall consecutively
for the first time in 16 years as
higher tariffs curb household
consumption, despite summer
temperatures surging to near
records, which typically boosts
air conditioning and fan use.

“We have seen a shrinking de-
mand trend in the past year or
year and a half, and we are ex-
pecting this to continue unless
we rationalise the price of pow-
er,” Leghari said, adding that the
government’s major challenge
was get demand to stop shrink-
ing.

He said that since the per-
unit tariff for power is more
expensive, both urban and rural
households are moving towards
alternatives such as solar.

“Right now we have close to
1,000 megawatts that are on the
grid itself in the form of net me-
tering systems and others. It’s a
very conservative estimate that
(solar) could be five to six times
more than that on the grid right
now,” Leghari said.

Stalin bust beheaded
with sledgehammer

AFP
Moscow

n unknown man wield-
Aing a sledgehammer has

decapitated a statue hon-
ouring Soviet dictator Joseph
Stalin in a city near Moscow,
Russian state media reported.

Video taken in the city of
Zvenigorod showed the suspect
staggering around the statue be-
fore knocking its head off in what
appeared to be one swoop and
walking away.

“On Saturday, in one of
Zvenigorod’s parks, a man in an
unwell state knocked the head
off the bust of Joseph Stalin with
a sledgehammer,” a law enforce-
ment source told the state-run
RIA news agency.

The man also damaged a bust
of Soviet founder Vladimir Lenin
before immediately fleeing the
scene of the crime, local media
reported.

He is now being sought by
police, state-run news agencies
said.

The statue of Stalin in Zvenig-
orod was erected by a group of
pro-veteran activists in the sum-
mer of 2023.

It faced demolition after lo-
cal officials accused the group
of installing it without permis-
sion, but the decision was later
reversed after the group com-
plained on social media, local
media reported.

Stalin, who ruled the Soviet
Union from 1924 until his death
in 1953, presided over a totali-
tarian regime that saw millions
imprisoned in labour camps or
executed.

Public images of the dicta-
tor are extremely controversial
in Russia, where he is glorified
by some for leading the USSR to
victory in World War II but ab-
horred by others for his brutal
suppression of dissent.

Most monuments to him in the
former Soviet Union have been
removed, but there has been a
growing chorus of officials who
have taken a positive view of the
leader since President Vladimir
Putin took power.
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opportunities at Aspire Summer Camp

terday at Aspire Zone Foundation, bring-
ing together children of all ages in an en-
vironment full of enthusiasm and excitement.

This event, filled with adventure, learning,
and exploration, offers participants the oppor-
tunity to acquire new skills and form friendships.

Its diverse programmes include sports, artis-
tic and cultural activities, allowing young par-
ticipants to discover their talents.

Aspire Zone announced the details of the fi-
nal schedule of field visits within the activities
of Aspire Summer Camp, which aims to provide
fun learning experiences for children between
the ages of 6-12.

The schedule of field visits will include im-
portant stops, most notably the Qatar Olympic

The Aspire Summer Camp kicked off yes-

Visits also include the Rail station, which will
introduce children to different aspects of public
transportation in Qatar.

In addition, Aspire Zone Foundation will
provide children participating in the camp with
the opportunity to visit the Target Shooting
Range, where they will enjoy a unique enter-
tainment and interactive experience.

As part of the field trips, the camp includes
a variety of educational activities in innovative
ways, such as electronic games, learning draw-
ing arts, football, volleyball, and basketball
training, in addition to swimming lessons.

This edition of the camp comes in partnership
with 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic and Sports Museum,
Rail Company, Sports Lab Academy, Get Started
Sports Centre, Al-Hadaf Shooting Range, Mari-

The Aspire Summer Camp’s diverse programmes include sports,
artistic and cultural activities, allowing young participants to discover

their talents.

al Water Park, and Ocean Medical Centre.

and Sports Museum.

- - -

Najma Street - a hub
for practical solutions
and community life

By Peter Alagos
Business Reporter

ajma Street’s short stretch
Nbetween C-Ring Road and
Mansoura Street, spanning
about 950m, functions as a practi-
cal destination for people seeking
various services and solutions.
When taking a light walk from
the Gulf Cinema Complex towards
the compact traffic signal of Man-
soura Street, one will observe that
Najma Street mirrors other similar
thoroughfares in and around Do-
ha’s bustling communities.
These streets, some of which
are small arterial roads, are lined

with shops that serve the everyday
needs of many people, particularly
residents of adjacent communities
and nearby neighbourhoods, who
provide brisk business to these es-
tablishments.

Najma and its parallel counter-
parts across the country serve as
a testament to the government’s
strategic and well-executed urban
planning, ensuring proper care and
service for Qatar’s growing popu-
lation.

One can immediately notice that
when dusk settles over the mostly
beige-coloured buildings, Najma
transforms into a melting pot of
people and cultures.

Many bachelors and labourers

cap the working day with conver-
sations over “Sulaimani” (black
tea), coffee, or karak.

These nightly get-togethers
provide brisk business for the
many cafeterias and small restau-
rants that populate the street.

The colourful signage of busi-
ness establishments that bright-
ens Najma in the evenings gives
its unique character and appeal to
many customers - DIY enthusi-
asts and professionals alike - that
troop the hardware stores, bicy-
cle shops, building materials and
contracting shops, and other small
service-oriented enterprises.

Looking for a mechanic for quick
fixes and minor tune-ups?

Najma Street mirrors other similar
thoroughfares in and around
Doha’s bustling communities.
PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

Najma has quite a number of
auto repair shops. Not even a
stone’s throw away are electronic
repair and computer shops that
provide different solutions - from
malfunctioning gadgets, and bro-
ken air-conditioning (A/C) units,
to maintenance and overhaul of old

A man feeds a flock of pigeons along Najma Street.

washing machines.

As the summer season progress-
es, the hot weather and sweltering
heat puts alot of stress on residen-
tial A/C units.

Najma’s A/C technicians are
dispatched even at a moment’s no-
tice to ensure that one’s daily com-
forts are swiftly restored.

Barber shops, as well as currency
exchange houses and pharmacies,
are often busy with clients.

There are also a few shops that
offer specialised services, such as
the replacement of house or vehi-
cle keys, photocopying and print-
ing, and studio photography.

Grocery stores of varied sizes, a
handful of candy shops, and fruit
and vegetable stores also provide
the necessities for everyone, thus

Repair shops come in handy for quick fixes.

the convenience of having these
services so close by is invaluable.

Some of the remaining shops
fronting the small traffic signal at
the end of the strip introduce mo-
torists and pedestrians to nearby
Mansoura Street, which is not only
ahaven for furniture and home ac-
cessories, but is complementary to
the popular Souq Haraj.

Earlier, Gulf Times reported the
planned refurbishment of the his-
toric Gulf Cinema Complex fol-
lowing a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) signing between
Qatar Museums and the Qatar

Cinema and Film Distribution
Company.

The plans include Qatar’s first-
of-its-kind Cinematique Mu-
seum and efforts “to restore its
past grandeur while integrating
contemporary advancements and
technology”

Not only is the revival and refur-
bishment of Gulf Cinema seen as a
game-changer, but local business
owners in the area are anticipat-
ing new and larger crowds, boost-
ing business and adding a unique
cultural dimension to Najma’s of-
ferings.

atar Museums (QM) is celebrating

the 2024 Summer Olympics with

exhibitions and public events in
Paris,Peginning on July 24.

Anchored by two exhibitions curated
by the QM and 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic and
Sports Museum (QOSM), the programme
includes Jiwan taking over Le Dali at Le
Meurice hotel as well as the launch of the
first-ever Arabic translation of writings,
Textes Choisis, by Pierre de Coubertin,
the French historian and visionary widely
regarded as the father of the modern Ol-
ympic games.

The QM’s summer programme reaf-
firms close ties between Qatar and France
and establishes new links based on a
shared love of sport.

The programme is organised as a legacy
of Qatar—France 2020 Year of Culture.

“For more than a decade, we have
worked closely with our colleagues in
France to present the greatest riches of
our respective cultures in Paris, Doha and
beyond,” HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Ha-
mad bin Khalifa al-Thani said. “This lat-
est programme of events reconfirms our
joint commitment to sharing our inter-
ests, values, and ideals.”

“As we look to the Summer 2024 Olym-
pic Games in Paris, this slate of programs
celebrates the power of sport to bring to-
gether cultures and serve as a bridge be-
tween nations,” she said.

Esports | A Game Changer

Opening July 24

Résidence Citeaux: 45, Boulevard Di-
derot

Organised by the QM and QOSM, the
first-of-its-kind exhibition explores the
evolution of competitive gaming from

its niche origins to a thriving cultural
economy that supports mainstream mega
events.

Esports takes a sociological look at
competitive gaming, defining it in relation
to traditional sports and casual gaming,
while looking at its governing organisa-
tions and economies.

It includes a history of esports, stretch-
ing back to the invention of the first elec-
tronic pinball machine a century ago, and
presents snapshots of some of competi-
tive gaming’s biggest contemporary stars.

The final part of the show looks at the
future of esports in the gaming landscape
and beyond, focusing on its societal, edu-
cational, recreational, and occupational
implications.

The exhibition will be on view from July
24-September 8, and will be on view in
Doha in 2025.

The exhibition is curated by QM dep-
uty director of exhibitions Dr Christian
Wacker along with esports industry lead-
ers Benjamin Buchtala and Jannik Radisch
with support of 3-2-1 QOSM director Ab-
dulla Yousef al-Mulla and QOSM head of
exhibitions Aalia Khalid al-Khater.

Esports | A Game Changer is organised
as a legacy of Qatar-France 2020 Year of
Culture.

Olympism: More Than a Dream

Opening July 31

Le Royal Monceau - Raffles Paris

As part of Qatar’s contribution to Paris
2024, 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic and Sports
Museum is staging an exhibition in
France’s capital city from July 31 to August
25 at Le Royal Monceau - Raffles Paris
Hotel.

The exhibition, titled Olympism: More

than a Dream, records 40 years of Qatar’s
participation in the Olympics since 1984.

In the elegant surroundings of the Raf-
fles art gallery, the exhibition is divided
into three parts:

@ The first part is a tribute to Pierre de
Coubertin, founder of the Modern Olym-
pics, and celebrates Qatar’s gift of the first
translation of Coubertin’s Selected Writ-
ings into Arabic for the first time.

The exhibition features iconic Olympic
objects from the Museum’s collection,
from Muhammad Ali’s left boxing glove
from Rome 1960, hand-inscribed by the
most charismatic of athletes, detailing his
victories, to a rare Innsbruck 1964 Olym-
pic torch used on the first occasion that
the Olympic flame for a Winter Games
was lit in Olympia, Greece birthplace of
the Ancient Olympic Games.

< The second part highlights key mile-
stones in Qatar’s progress as an Olympic
nation, from its first participation at Los
Angeles 1984 to Tokyo 2020.

Foregrounding Qatar’s continuous in-
volvement in each subsequent Summer
Olympic Games and Paralympics - fea-
turing milestone moments, memorabilia
and medals from Qatar’s first medal in
1992 to one of the two Tokyo 2020 Golds
- the exhibition shines a light on how the
Olympic values of excellence, respect and
friendship have been articulated in Qatar
and across the Mena (Middle East and
North Africa) region.

On display is the bronze won by Qa-
tar athlete Mohammed Suleiman in the
1,500m at Barcelona, the first medal in the
history of the Olympic Games to be won
by a Gulf Country.

The gold medal won by the “Qatari Fal-
con” Mutaz Barshim at Tokyo 2020 is one

QM announces special programme in Paris to coincide with Summer Olympics

of the highlights of the exhibition.

In the high jump final, Qatar’s Barshim
and Italy’s Tamberi both cleared a height
of 2.37m but did not progress.

In one of the most heartwarming mo-
ments in Olympic history, Barshim then
made history by suggesting that the pair
share the gold.

This rare instance of athletes of differ-
ent nations agreeing to share the same
medal is a shining example of Olym-
pic values of “Excellence, Respect and
Friendship”

< The third and final part explores Qa-
tar’s emergence as a global sporting leader
and host, and its aspirations to host the
Olympic Games in the future.

Building on its track record as inter-
national sport host, Qatar now wishes to
progress its Olympic dream.

The exhibition is curated by Susan
Hayward FMA, deputy director of Cura-
torial Affairs at 3-2-1 QOSM and led by
museum director Abdulla al-Mulla and
the 3-2-1 team in partnership with the
Coubertin Family Association and Qatar
Olympic Committee.

Book Launch: the Arabic translation
of Textes Choisis by Baron Pierre De
Coubertin, hosted by Qatar Olympic
Committee

August 1

Just after the opening of the exhibition,
as a part of Team Qatar Reception by Qa-
tar Olympic Committee held in Paris dur-
ing the Games, the QM will for the first
time present Pierre De Coubertin: Textes
Choisis, Volume 1, the first translation
from French into Arabic of selected writ-
ings by Pierre de Coubertin, the father of
the modern Olympic Games.

The book will become available to pub-
lic through In-Q’s website and the QM’s
gift shops.

The publication, which draws on his
voluminous archive of writings (totalling
some 500,000 words) collects some of
Coubertin’s most important essays on the
power of sport to bring people together.

With the Summer Olympic Games
opening in Paris, it serves as an introduc-
tion to Arabic-reading audiences of the
values that undergird the modern Olym-
pic movement.

Jiwan Brings Distinctively Doha
Flavours to Paris

Jiwan, the flagship restaurant of the
National Museum of Qatar (NMoQ), will
take over Le Dali at Le Meurice hotel in
Paris from July 29 -August 4 with a unique
menu highlighting the vibrant flavours
and rich heritage of Doha.

As the world gathers in Paris, Jiwan
invites guests to experience its “Distinc-
tively Doha” cuisine inspired by Middle
Eastern flavours and regional culinary
traditions.

This collaboration embodies the spirit
of multiculturalism central to Jiwan'’s
ethos, blending local traditions with a
global perspective.

Le Meurice, known as the “hotel of
artists and thinkers”) provides the ideal
setting for this cultural and culinary ex-
change.

The Jiwan takeover promises a dining
experience merging elegant Parisian aes-
thetic with Doha’s rich traditions.

Diners will enjoy modern takes on Mid-
dle Eastern classics and exquisite desserts
crafted by renowned pastry chef, Cedric
Grolet.
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