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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
We are looking for a
BUSINESS PARTNER
for a Four Star
Hotel Business.

If interested pls call us on
+974 66698828 / +974 33598672

L1

Labour Room 1,250/- per room @
Industrial Area, Street-38,43,44,47
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Spectacular Paris
Olympics opening
ceremony today

Paris was yesterday counting
down the hours to the most
ambitious Olympics opening
ceremony in history on the river
Seine. The show today evening
will see up to 7,500 competitors
sail down a 6-km stretch of the
Seine on 85 boats, accompanied
by a performance blending
French culture and Olympic
values that organisers promise
will be spectacular. The Paris
ceremony will take place in front
of 300,000 spectators and an
audience of VIPs and celebrities
from around the world.
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Trump leads Harris
48%-46%: NYT poll

Republican Donald Trump leads
Democratic US Vice-President
Kamala Harris by 48% to 46%

in a New York Times/Siena
College poll of registered voters
conducted July 22 to 24 and
published yesterday.

QNA
Doha

E the Prime Minister and
HMinister of Foreign Af-
fairs Sheikh Mohamed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani
met yesterday with Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates of the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan Dr
Ayman al-Safadi, who is visiting
the country.
During the meeting, they dis-
cussed the co-operation relations
between the two countries and ways

to support and develop them. They
also discussed the developments
in the Gaza Strip and the occupied
Palestinian territories and the de-
velopments of the joint mediation
efforts to end the war. They empha-

sised the necessity of reaching an
immediate and permanent ceasefire
in the Strip and formulating an ef-
fective international stance to stop
the illegal Israeli measures in the
occupied West Bank, including East

Qatari aid for Gaza arrives in Jordan

A new shipment of Qatari aid, including 55 tonnes of tents and
health supplies, provided by the Qatar Fund for Development
(QFFD), arrived in Jordan by land, in preparation for its entry into
the Gaza Strip in co-operation with the Jordanian Hashemite Charity
Organisation. The shipment was received by HE the Minister of
State for International Co-operation at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater.

Sheikh Joaan meets Qatar
athletes at Olympic Village

/

E Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad
Hal—Thani, President of the

Qatar Olympic Commit-
tee, visited the Qatari delegation
at the Olympic Village yesterday,
where he met with Team Qatar
athletes and urged them to give
their best at the Paris 2024 Olym-
pics.

HE Sheikh Joaan also toured
the Qatari delegation’s building,
reviewing the workflow and pro-
cedures undertaken by the Qa-
tari administrative delegation.
He praised their ongoing efforts
to facilitate the participation of

QFFD provides $25mn
to support UNRWA

QNA
Doha

atar, through the Qatar

Fund for Development

(QFFD), is contributing
$25 to UNRWA to support
Palestinian Refugees and the
agency’s human development
and humanitarian activities in
the region.

Following the signing be-
tween the two parties, Acting
Director-General of QFFD Sul-
tan bin Ahmed al-Aseeri said
that, “in addition to its vital
role in providing basic serv-
ices to Palestine refugees in its

fields of operation, including
education, healthcare, and so-
cial protection, UNRWA today
has a critical role to deliver
aid to the people in Gaza who
are facing a horrific war. This
contribution reaffirms Qatar’s
strong support for the Palestin-
ian cause and for addressing the
humanitarian situation facing
Palestinian Refugees”

Similarly, UNRWA Director
of External Relations and Com-
munications, Tamara Alrifai
said that “Qatar has long been
a steadfast supporter of Pales-
tine Refugees and an advocate
and supporter of UNRWA’s work
across the region. To Page 2

Team Qatar during the Olympic
Games.

Accompanying HE Sheikh Joaan
during the visit were Dr Thani al-
Kuwari, Second Vice-President
of the Qatar Olympic Committee,
and Secretary-General Jassim bin
Rashid al-Buenain.

HE Sheikh Joaan was received by
Mohamed al-Misned, Team Qatar
Chef de Mission, Meshaal al-Nasr,
President of the Qatar Shoot-
ing and Archery Association, Ali
Ghanim al-Kuwari, President of
the Qatar Volleyball Association
and members of Team Qatar.
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HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Forelgn Affairs Shelkh Mohamed
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani holding talks with Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates of Jordan

Dr Ayman al-Safadi in Doha yesterday.

Jerusalem, which undermine the
two-state solution and the chances
of achieving just and comprehen-
sive peace.

The meeting also discussed the
co-operation between the two

countries in addressing the hu-
manitarian catastrophe in the
Gaza Strip, ways to bring aid
through the Jordanian route, and
efforts to reduce regional escala-
tion. To Page 2

Biden in talks with Netanyahu
presses for Gaza ceasefire

Reuters
Washington/Cairo

S President Joe Biden

l | pressed for a ceasefire to

the 9-month-old war in

Gaza in talks with Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
yesterday.

White House national secu-
rity spokesperson John Kirby said
gaps remain between Israel and
the Palestinian resistance move-
ment Hamas for a ceasefire but
“we are closer now than we’ve
been before.”

“Both sides have to make com-
promises,” Kirby said.

State Department spokesper-
son Matt Miller said: “I think
the message from the American
side in that meeting will be that
we need to get this deal over the
line”

“We’ve got a lot to talk about,”
Biden said when he welcomed
Netanyahu to the Oval Office.

“I want to thank you for 50
years of public service and 50
years of support for the state of
Israel,” Netanyahu told Biden.

Biden and Netanyahu later
were due to meet together with
the families of American hostages
held by Hamas.

Today, Netanyahu travels to
Florida to meet former president

The inured arrive at the Nasser hospital following the Israeli attacks
on Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday.

and Republican presidential can-
didate Donald Trump.
Meanwhile, Israeli forces ad-
vanced deeper into some towns
on the eastern side of Khan
Younis in southern Gaza yester-
day and tanks advanced in central
Rafah, with airstrikes and shell-
ing killing 30 Palestinians over
the past day, health officials said.
Fighting in recent days has
centred around the eastern towns
of Bani Suaila, Al-Zanna, and Al-
Karara, where the army said on
Wednesday it had found the bod-
ies of five Israelis who were killed
on Oct. 7 and held in Gaza since.

Gaza’s health ministry said Is-
raeli military strikes on areas in
eastern Khan Younis had killed 14
people, taking the death toll across
Gaza over the past 24 hours to 30
people with 146 injured.

Several were wounded in the
eastern towns during Israeli tank
and aerial shelling, while an air-
strike east of Khan Younis killed
four people, Palestinian health
officials said.

Israeli bombardment intensi-
fied in several areas in Rafah, near
the border with Egypt, as tanks
operated north, west and in the
town centre.

DQ’s ‘Stopover programme’ grows rapidly

By Pratap John
Business Editor

iscover Qatar’s ‘Stopover
D programme’  continued

to grow exponentially in
2023/24, with DQ’s ambitious
aim to double stopover passen-
gers achieving growth of over
150% and room nights almost
three-times higher than the pre-
vious year.

“This impressive growth has, in
part, been enabled by the addition
of the beach-inclusive stopover
package, premium hotels with
beach access) launched within
the last six months to comple-
ment the existing stopover offer-
ings,” Qatar Airways Group said in
its latest annual report.

Discover Qatar is Qatar Airways
Group’s destination management
subsidiary.

In its annual report, Qatar Air-
ways Group said that the 2023/24
fiscal year marked a “momen-
tous” stride for Discover Qatar
(DQ) in its first ‘business-as-

usual’ year since 2019.

“Over the past 12 months, DQ
has delivered significant growth
across core product streams, as well
as operating a plethora of logisti-
cal arrangements and exceptional
tourist experiences to international
visitors through its global network

of partners, tour operators and
travel agents,” it said.

In line with the group’s com-
mitment to innovation and per-
formance, the 2023/24 financial
year saw the continuation of the
success and growth of DQ’s Tran-
sit Tours with the ‘City Tour’ re-
maining the top seller, Qatar Air-
ways said in its ‘annual report’

Working in close collaboration
with Group partner Qatar Duty
Free (QDF), Transit Tours for Ha-
mad International Airport travel-
lers in February included a shuttle
bus and tickets to visit the Qatar
ExxonMobil Open 2024 and Qatar
Total Energies Open 2024 tourna-
ments, showcasing DQ’s ability
to quickly introduce new product
experiences into its product port-
folio. To Page 2
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Amir condoles
with Kuwait ruler
P 1 !
QATAR Al =5 sl T L i is Highness the Amir
aLrlhiaclabil® ) b 5))a igaah o ny : i HSheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Relief Aid frorm State of = | sl ii = al-Thani has sent a ca-
BT Aatar to the Brothers in SAZASY A new shipment of aid from Qatar, including 55 tonnes ble of condolences to the Amir of
- of tents and health supplies, provided by the Qatar Kuwait Sheikh Meshaal al-Ahmad
I Fund for Development (QFFD), arrived in Jordan by al-Jaber al-Sabah on the death of
— I land, in preparation for its entry into the Gaza Strip in Sheikh Jaber Duaij al-Ibrahim al-

Sabah.

His Highness the Deputy Amir
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-
Thani and HE the Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrah-
man bin Jassim al-Thani have also
sent cables of condolences to the
Amir of Kuwait. - QNA

co-operation with the Jordanian Hashemite Charity
Organisation.

The shipment was received by HE the Minister of State
for International Co-operation at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater.

She oversaw the unloading of the shipment at the
warehouses of the Jordanian Hashemite Charity
Organisation.

The arrival of the shipment was withessed by the
Official Spokesman and Director of Operations and
Consular Affairs at the Jordanian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Dr Sufyan Qudah, Qatar’s ambassador to

Qatar welcomes signing of Beijing
Declaration by Palestinian factions

atar has welcomed the signing of the Beijing Declaration by the
Palestinian factions to end division, achieve reconciliation and
enhance national unity, expressing its hope that the declaration
WO implemented in a way that would contribute to unifying the na-
tional ranks to confront the war on the Gaza Strip and the Israeli viola-

tions in all of Palestine’s occupied territories.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) said in a statement yesterday
that signing the declaration is an important step towards unity and con-
solidating the national project to establish an independent Palestinian
State on the 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem (Al-Quds) as its capital.

The ministry also affirmed Qatar’s support for all steps aimed at over-
coming differences and ending division, as well as its aspiration for the
sustainability of unity and partnership among the Palestinians, express-
ing Qatar’s appreciation for China’s role in sponsoring the talks that cul-

minated in the signing of the declaration. - QNA

Qatar, Jordan call for end to Israeli
offensive, permanent Gaza truce

FromPage1

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and al-Safadi
emphasised Qatar’s and Jordan’s support for Lebanon’s security and sta-
bility, stressing the need to adhere to Resolution 1701.

HE Sheikh Mohamed voiced Qatar’s appreciation for the role of Jordan
in bringing humanitarian aid into Gaza through the Jordanian route.

Al-Safadi reiterated his country’s support for the efforts made by Qa-
tar, Egypt, and the US to reach a permanent ceasefire in the Gaza Strip.

He also thanked Qatar for the care it gives to Jordanians who work and

reside in the country.

QFFD provides $25mn
to support UNRWA

From Page1

“The agency is grateful to the government and
people of Qatar for their solidarity and generos-
ity, especially as the situation in Gaza reaches
unprecedented levels of suffering”

Alrifai pointed out that the “UNRWA is the
backbone of the humanitarian response in Gaza
and remains one of the sources of normality for
Palestine refugees in the region, through critical
services such as healthcare and education”

The UNRWA's significant financial challenges
threaten its ability to maintain its essential serv-
ices for Palestine refugees.

The agency has called on donors and partners
to renew their support for Palestine refugees at
large, and particularly for the people of Gaza,
who depend on the UNRWA for their survival
needs.

In 2023, Qatar contributed $18mn to the Pro-
gramme Budget of the UNRWA in support of
Palestine refugees.

General Secretariat of Shura
Council earns ISO certificate
in Comprehensive

Quality Management

he General Secretariat of the Shura Coun-

I cil has obtained the ISO global certificate

for the comprehensive quality manage-

ment system (ISO 9001:2015), in the scope of

planning and quality after a comprehensive and

intensive assessment of the quality standards
implemented in its operations.

In a statement, the General Secretariat of the
Council indicated that obtaining the certificate
from the United Kingdom Accreditation Serv-
ice (UKAS) reflects its efforts to apply the best
performance standards, and to continuously im-
prove and develop administrative work methods
in the Shura Council.

The General Secretariat noted that the ISO
certificate will be a key factor in implementing
the best administrative standards in the Council,
enhancing operational efficiency, and continu-
ously developing and improving performance,
which supports and strengthens the Council’s
work in exercising its legislative and oversight
powers to the fullest extent. - QNA

Jordan Sheikh Saud bin Nasser al-Thani, and Jordanian
Hashemite Charity Organisation Secretary-General Dr

Hussein al-Shabli. - QNA

Charity Organisation, Prince Rashid bin al-Hassan.

Palestinian territories.

AlKhater meets Jordanian charity official
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HE the Minister of State for Interna.t-ional Co-operation at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Lolwah bint
Rashid AlKhater held a meeting with the chairman of the board of trustees of the Jordan Hashemite

During the meeting, they discussed co-operation, relations between the two countries and means to
support and develop them, in addition to the latest developments in the Gaza Strip and the occupied

The meeting was attended by Qatar’s ambassador to Jordan Sheikh Saud bin Nasser al-Thani. - QNA

DQ’s ‘Stopover
programme’
grows rapidly

From Page1

As a result, transit tour passen-
gers have significantly increased
from 13,000 to 64,000 over the last
12 months - arise of almost 400%.

DQ has also provided support
for anumber of exceptional events
hosted in Qatar “over the last 12
months”

For the 2023 AFC Asian Cup
Qatar 2023, DQ provided logistic
services to more than 6,000 foot-
ball fans throughout the tourna-
ment.

With Formula 1 Qatar Airways
Qatar Grand Prix 2023, DQ pro-
vided a range of services, includ-
ing exclusive ticket and hotel
packages to over 2,000 visitors.

This success promises to repli-
cate itself for next year, with DQ
once again being the first provider
in the world to offer exclusive ac-
cess to tickets to its B2B partners,
with forward sales for the 2024
event already approaching 50% of
those delivered in 2023.

DQ also facilitated and organ-
ised the World Scholar’s Cup -
Global Round, which took place in
Doha, handling and accommodat -
ing 1,500 international students
from over 50 countries.

Graduates of military colleges’
foundation course honoured

ebrated the graduation of the joint foundation

course for officers graduating from military col-
leges no. (2), in the presence of HE the Chief of Staff of
the Armed Forces Lieutenant-General (Pilot) Salem bin
Hamad al-Nabit.

The 20-week course, in both Arabic and English,
aimed to qualify the student officers to work as infantry
faction leaders or their equivalent in armed forces units.

The English version of the course also aimed to in-
crease the knowledge of the student officers with North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (Nato) procedures, stand-
ards and doctrine.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, HE Lieutenant-
General al-Nabit honoured the first members of the ses-
sion in the presence of senior officer commanders in the
armed forces. - QNA

The Armed Forces’ education authority has cel-

Ministry conducts workshop for
security services group workers

he Ministry of Labour (MoL), in col-

I laboration with the Ministry of Pub-

lic Health (MoPH), has conducted

a workshop for employees and workers of

the Security Services Group (SSG) to raise

awareness about heat stress risks and ways to
preserve mental health.

The workshop featured presentations to

places and residential areas.

the presentations. - QNA

raise workers’ awareness on ways to prevent
the risks of heat stress and maintain occupa-
tional and mental health and safety in work-

Representatives of the ministry’s Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Department and the
MoPH addressed workers’ enquiries during

the partnership.

France, Qatar officials hold
Olympic security talks

As part of the participation of Qatar’s security forces in securing
the Paris 2024 Olympics, a delegation headed by Brigadier-
General Nawaf Majid al-Ali, Commander of the Qatari security
forces, met on Wednesday with Lieutenant-General Xavier
Duspet, Commander of the Gendarmerie in the lle-de-France
region and discussed joint plans to ensure the effectiveness of

® -

Difi outlines preparations for International Year of Family Conference
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protection of human rights.

The event focused on the contribution of family-oriented policies in the promotion and

s part of the preparations for the
ASOth Anniversary of The Interna-
tional Year of The Family global
conference, Qatar Foundation’s Doha
International Family Institute (Difi) col-
laborated with the Permanent Mission
of Qatar to the United Nations Office in
Geneva to lead a side event at the 56th
session of the Human Rights Council.
The event, which focused on the con-
tribution of family-oriented policies in
the promotion and protection of hu-
man rights, explored how the policies
can address the impacts of megatrends
- trends that have an effect on a glo-
bal scale, such as technological change,
urbanisation, migration, demographic

change, and climate change - on the
functioning and well-being of the fam-
ily.

Jawhara bint Abdulaziz al-Suwaidi,
deputy permanent representative of
Qatar in Geneva, stressed the role of the
family in protecting its members and
ensuring their human rights, noting Qa-
tar’s investment in building strong and
cohesive families.

Nada al-Nashif, the United Nations
Deputy High Commissioner for Human
Rights, said: “Families should be pro-
tected and assisted to provide an envi-
ronment conducive to the growth and
well-being of their members, given their
role in promoting development, cohe-

sion, and social integration.”

Difi executive director Dr Sharifa
al-Emadi highlighted the role that the
institute plays in developing and imple-
menting family policies in Qatar and the
Arab region, and discussed the prepara-
tions for the upcoming 30th Anniversary
of The International Year of the Family.

“This global conference, which is tak-
ing place in Qatar in October 2024, will
provide an interactive platform for lead-
ers, policymakers, academics, experts,
youths, non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs), and relevant stakeholders
to participate and discuss the impact of
megatrends on families and their ac-
companying challenges,” she said.
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Qatar chairs GCC Parliamentary
Co-ordination Committee meeting

The Parliamentary Co-ordination Committee and Foreign
Relations of the Legislative Councils of the Gulf Co-operation
Council (GCC) Countries held its 18th meeting virtually yes-
terday under Qatar’s chairmanship.

member Nasser bin Mohamed al-Nuaimi, the committee
followed up on the progress made in what the committee
had previously agreed upon regarding strengthening co-
operation with the parliaments of Latin American and Carib-
bean countries, strengthening Gulf-European parliamentary
relations, and the mechanism for holding co-ordination
meetings in international parliamentary forums, and increas-
ing the momentum of Gulf parliamentary meetings at all

Gaza.-QNA

sight.
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Dr Sohaira Siddiqui
GU-Qfaculty
member
makes Islamic
research more
accessible

he Al-Mujadilah Centre

I and Mosque for Women

opened its doors in January

this year with an ambitious vision:

tobe abrave and dynamic place for

Muslim women to learn, connect,
and engage in public debate.

Now, six months later, thanks to
the leadership of executive direc-
tor Dr Sohaira Siddiqui, the centre
is already achieving its goals.

Founded by Her Highness
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chair-
person of Qatar Foundation, the
centre aims to strengthen Islamic
identity among Muslim women of
all ages and backgrounds and to
enrich contemporary Islamic dis-
course.

Integral to executing the project
is Dr Siddiqui, an associate pro-
fessor of Islamic Studies and The-
ology at Georgetown University in
Qatar (GU-Q).

The centre honours the rich
history of Muslim women as lead-
ers and thinkers, focusing on re-
search projects in Islamic texts,
law, and ethics; Muslim women’s
lives; and Muslim women’s health
and well-being.

“When I was first approached
about Al-Mujadilah, I saw it as an
exceptional opportunity to create
a unique space for learning and
discussion,” says Dr Siddiqui.

The role allowed her to bridge
her academic life and her deep
understanding of the profound
gap that remains in the study of
Muslim women’s lives, past and
present.

Dr Siddiqui’s work at Al-Mu-
jadilah is deeply connected to her
academic pursuits.

Dr Siddiqui has published sev-
eral books on the history of Is-
lamic law.

Her forthcoming book, Con-
testing Colonial Power: Refashion-
ing Islamic Law in British India,
explores how British colonial rule
could not wholly erase Islamic law.

Starting from 1757, the book
traces how Islamic law adapted
and persisted within the common-
law framework when the British
East India Company attempted to
replace Mughal authority and re-
shape the legal system to suit their

administrative needs.
At Al-Mujadilah, Dr Siddiqui’s
extensive research experience

shapes the centre’s initiatives.

The centre’s research and pro-
gramming theme for the coming
year, “Muslim Women in Public
Life: Possibilities and Challeng-
es’} explores how Muslim women
have engaged in and contributed
to society and public life from the
inception of Islam to the present
day.

The centre will explore the vari-
ous dimensions of women’s public
involvement - as scholars, eco-
nomic actors, patrons, or politi-
cal agents — and how this has been
shaped by cultural, religious, and
political factors in diverse histori-
cal and contemporary contexts.

Minister of State
at MoFA meets
Thailand’s
deputy foreign
minister

HE the Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr Mohamed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi
held a meeting with Thailand’s Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Russ Jalichandra yesterday.

. During the meeting in Doha, they discussed co-operation, relations between the two countries and ways to
: support and enhance them.
They also discussed the developments in the Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian territories, in addition
to a number of topics of common interest.
Jalichandra voiced his country’s gratitude to Qatar’s role in mediating the release of the Thai hostages in

Ministry of Culture organised a lecture on the
State Audit Bureau’s role in safeguarding public
funds for entities subject to financial reporting over-

During the lecture, the participants were intro-
duced to the State Audit Bureau, its mandates, objec-
tives, and the main types of oversight and monitoring
it conducts, in addition to learning about financial
violation examples and investigation methods imple-

Al ﬂi |

Ministry holds lecture on safeguarding public funds

During the meeting, which was headed by Shura Council n collaboration with the State Audit Bureau, the The lecture highlighted key supervisory func-
tions, including reviewing the state’s final accounts
and consolidated financial statements and examining

budget execution results, including revenues, expen-

ditures, and financial position elements.

It also included auditing and examining final fi-
nancial statements of public institutions and other
entities subject to the State Audit Bureau’s oversight,
which prepares financial statements and data in ac-
cordance with the principles of commercial account-

ing. - QNA

Morocco heatwave kills at
least 21 people in 24 hours

AFP
Rabat

heatwave in Morocco has killed at
Aleast 21 people in a 24-hour period

in the central city of Beni Mellal, the
health ministry announced yesterday.

The meteorology department said rising
temperatures affected much of the country
from Monday to Wednesday, reaching 48°
Celsius (118° Fahrenheit) in some areas.

In Beni Mellal, “the majority of deaths
involved people suffering from chronic ill-
nesses and the elderly, with high tempera-
tures contributing to the deterioration of
their health conditions”, the regional health
directorate said in a statement.

The ministry was not able to immediately
say if this was the highest recorded death toll
from a heatwave in the country.
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Beni Mellal, more than 200km (150 miles)
southeast of Casablanca, was still experienc-
ing temperatures of 43C yesterday.

Temperatures are expected to drop in the
coming days, the meteorology department
said. In the tourism hotspot of Marrakesh,
they are expected to drop by 10° on Sunday.

Morocco has suffered a sixth consecutive
year of drought, and record heat this past
winter with January the hottest since 1940,
according to the meteorology department
which had recorded temperatures approach-
ing 37C in some places.

The rising temperatures and prolonged
drought, which have lowered reservoir levels,
are a threat to the vital farm sector.

Water evaporation reached 1.5mn cu m
(53mn cubic feet) per day, Water Minister
Nizar Baraka said at the end of June.

The High Commission for Planning said
in May that the “labour market continues to
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suffer from the effects of the drought” and
reported that the unemployment rate had in-
creased to 13.7% in the first quarter, up from
12.9% in the same period of last year.

Around 159,000 jobs in the agricultural
sector disappeared, the figures showed.

Morocco’s record temperature - 50C -
was set in August last year in the coastal re-
sort city of Agadir.

Globally, Monday was the hottest day re-
corded since measurements began in 1940,
the European Union’s Copernicus Earth ob-
servation programme said.

It has previously predicted that daily
records would be broken this summer in the
northern hemisphere and that the planet
would endure a particularly long period of
intense heat due to climate change.

Scientists have linked climate change to
more prolonged, stronger and more frequent
extreme weather, including heatwaves.

. 1-week closure
¥ atIslamic
. Museum
Intersection

he Public Works Author-

Tity (Ashghal) has announced a

temporary closure of the free

right turn on Islamic Museum Inter-

section on Corniche Street for drivers

g+ coming from the junction known as

Al Meena Intersection for one week

# from July 27. The closure that will be

» implemented in co-ordination with

the General Directorate of Traffic has

s been announced to enable mainte-

nance works. Motorists can use the

alternative street as shown on the

map to reach their destinations. Ash-

v ghal will install road signs advising

motorists of the temporary closure

and has requested all to follow and

abide by the speed limit to ensure
safety.

Final statement of Somali Diaspora Conference
calls for strengthening Qatar-Somalia relationship

he final statement of the Somali Di-

I aspora Conference hosted by Doha, on

harnessing the capabilities of Somalis
in diaspora for the prosperity and revival of
Somalia, called for reinforcing bilateral rela-
tionship between Qatar and Somalia, to serve
interests of the two countries and the region.

Issued at the conclusion of the conference
that was attended by officials, academics,
politicians, and Somali entrepreneurs, the
statement emphasised the importance of
cultural and commercial innovation among
Somali in diaspora, along with their role in
upgrading development and commercial in-
stitutions in Somalia.

It highlighted the progress that the So-
mali government has achieved across mul-
tiple sectors and its role in defending Somali
sovereignty and national unity, lauding the
role played by expatriates in implementing

development programmes in Somalia, and
the imperative of strengthening their capa-
bilities and expanding the scope of their co-
operation.

Additionally, the statement called for op-
timising the level of government services of-
fered to the Somali diaspora.

The participants underscored the impor-
tance of investment and its role in advancing
Somalia and boosting its economy, in addi-
tion to utilising their expertise in developing
Somalia in all fields, calling for synergistic
efforts to encourage expatriates to engage in
investment activities in Somalia and advance
the country’s economy, such as enhancing
incentives and providing necessary guaran-
tees for Somalia’s reconstruction.

The three-day conference touched on the
latest development in the situation in So-
malia and discussed issues of education,

entrepreneurship, culture, identity, youth
empowerment, encourage investment in So-
malia, in addition to other topics.

The sessions highlighted the aspirations of
Somali people to achieve development, pros-
perity and progress, and avenues for beefing
up productive capabilities and opening new
markets with the aim of achieving sustain-
able development in the entire fields.

Held for the first time in an Arab country,
the conference discussed wide-ranging chal-
lenges facing Somalia, foremost of which are
environmental challenges, poverty, unem-
ployment, et al, and suggested appropriate
solutions to be further studied and applied,
to move forward towards achieving sustain-
able economic development desired by So-
malia.

The participants said they are grateful to
Qatar for hosting the conference. - QNA

MoEHE holds
interviews for
scholarship
students

he Ministry of Educa-
I tion and Higher Education
(MoEHE), in collaboration
with the Civil Service and Gov-
ernment Development Bureau,
and the Ministry of Labour, has
begun interviews for scholarship
students for university studies
for the academic year 2024-2025,
with all participating authorities
from public and private sectors.

Running until mid-August, the
interviews primarily aim to intro-
duce scholarship students to em-
ployers, ensuring that the scholar-
ship process is linked to market’s
needs.

Acting director of the MoEHE’s
Scholarships Department Noura
Mohamed al-Ansari said that
the ministry has expanded its ef-
forts this year to guide and advise
scholarship students and created
committees within the scholar-
ship administration to assist
students who might need clarifi-
cation about selecting the appro-
priate institution for their prefer-
ences.

Human resources specialist
at the Ministry of Finance, Nouf
al-Suwaidi, commended the ini-
tiative to interview scholarship
students, in collaboration with all
state authorities.

She said that scholarship stu-
dents at the Ministry of Finance
have the priority in field training,
affirming that MoEHE is commit -
ted to effectively engaging with
scholarship students and helping
them achieve their academic and
career ambitions.

The director of the Cybersecu-
rity Policy Strategies Department
at the National Cybersecurity
Agency (NCSA), Abdulrahman
Mohamed al-Shafi, said that
the NCSA co-operated with the
MoEHE to help the students get
familiarised with the NCSA’s job
vacancies. - QNA

S Africa appoints
thefirst woman
chief justice

South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa has named Mandisa
Maya as the first female chief
justice, effective on September 1,
following consultations with the
Judicial Service Commission.

This is a significant milestone for
the country, the presidency said in
a statement.

Maya, the current deputy chief
justice, will replace Raymond
Zondo, whose term ends on August
31

Maya had missed out on the

top job in 2022, when the

Judicial Service Commission
recommended her for the role,
but Ramaphosa chose Zondo, 64,
instead.

Currently Zondo’s deputy, the
married mother-of-three, is one of
four women among the top court’s
10 permanent judges.

Boasting one of the most
progressive constitutions in the
world, South Africa enjoys a high
female participation in public life.
More than 40% of lawmakers,
including the National Assembly
speaker and her deputy, are
women. - Reuters/AFP

UN:Boat with45
refugees capsizes
off Yemen’s coast

A boat with at least 45 refugees has
capsized off the coast of Yemen’s
Taiz on Wednesday night, and
there are only four survivors, the
UN refugee agency in Yemen said.
The boat capsized because of
strong winds and overloading, the
agency added.

It said it was working with the
International Organisation for
Migration (IOM) to assist the
survivors and provide protection.
No further details were provided
about the rest of the refugees.

In June, at least 49 migrants died
and 140 went missing after their
vessel, which departed from
Somalia carrying 260 migrants,
capsized of the Yemeni coast. -
Reuters

4 Burkina journalists have ‘disappeared’ in a month: watchdog

AFP
Abidjan

Faso’s ruling junta have disappeared

in the space of amonth, media watch-
dog Reporters Without Borders (RSF) said
yesterday, placing partial blame on the mil-
itary authorities.

Since coming to power in a coup d’etat
in September 2022, Burkina Faso’s military
leaders have cracked down on press free-
dom and political dissent in the West Afri-
can country.

Four journalists critical of Burkina

RSF said the missing journalists “were
seen as critical voices by the authorities”,
which “ultimately led to their abductions”.

“Since 19 June, two journalists and two
columnists have disappeared, at least three
of them abducted by armed individuals,’
RSF said. “The kidnappers of at least two
of these journalists claimed to be members
of the National Intelligence Agency (ANR).”

“It is now clear that the government
bears a degree of responsibility for their
disappearances - particularly for the deaf-
ening silence around the kidnappings, and
for showing public hostility towards jour-
nalists”

The list of missing journalists includes
Kalifara Sere, a commentator for television
station BF1, who has not been heard of since
June 19 after being questioned by the Su-
preme Council for Communication (CSC).

Sere had “never minced his words” about
Burkina Faso’s military rulers, RSF said, and
was taken in for questioning after accusing
the government of having “fabricated in-
formation that is false”.

Adama Bayala, a journalist who also
worked for BF1, went missing on June 28
while on his way to meet a friend in the
capital Ouagadougou.

RSF called Bayala “one of the few voices

that openly criticises the current govern-
ment”.

Atiana Serge Oulon, editor of the investi-
gative magazine L’Evenement, was abduct-
ed from his home on June 24.

So was Omega Media’s editor-in-chief
Alain Traore, better known as “Alain Alain”,
who was seized on July 13 by “two armed
men wearing balaclavas and mufflers, ac-
companied by at least three other people”.

Oulon had conducted an investigation
into suspected embezzlement by a high-
ranking officer, while Traore had written a
satirical column “criticising the shortcom-
ings of those in power”, RSF said.
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Oil spill threatens Manila after tanker capsizes

Reuters
Manila

marine tanker -carrying
Aindustrial fuel sank in
rough seas off the Phil-
ippines yesterday, causing the

death of a crew member and an
oil spill that could spread to wa-

ters off the capital Manila, offi-
cials said.

Sixteen of the 17 crew members
of MT Terra Nova have been res-
cued, Transportation Secretary
Jaime Bautista said, after the ship
capsized off the coastal town of
Limay in Bataan province.

The coastguard said they found
the body of a previously missing

Myanmar junta,
rebels claim control
of military regional
headquarters

AFP
Yangon

yanmar’s junta and an
ethnic minority armed
group claimed yester-

day they were in control of a town
and regional military command in
northern Shan state following days
of clashes.

Fighting has rocked the town
of Lashio, home to the military’s
northeastern command, since
July 3 when an alliance of ethnic
armed groups renewed an offensive
against junta troops.

Local media run by the Myan-
mar National Democratic Alliance
Army (MNDAA) reported the group
“fully captured the headquarters of
the Northeast Military command
in Lashio” yesterday morning and
also captured Lashio town, home to
around 150,000 people.

MNDAA spokesman Li Jiawen
said the group’s fighters had cap-
tured Lashio, without giving fur-
ther details.

But junta spokesman Zaw Min
Tun told reporters the claim was
“not true” “The insurgents infil-
trated the outskirts of Lashio so
(the security forces) have been fol-
lowing and clearing them,” he said,
without giving details.

The northeastern command is
located in the north of Lashio.

A video uploaded to social media
with a caption saying it was shot in
Lashio yesterday morning showed
deserted streets with no soldiers in
sight.

AFP reporters geolocated the

Indonesialaunches
‘Golden Visa’scheme

Indonesia yesterday launched a
long-term visa scheme intended
to attract foreign investors,
President Joko Widodo said, with
amounts of up to $10mn giving
them a 10-year visa and access to
Southeast Asia’s largest economy.
The five-year “Golden Visa”
requires individual investors to
set up a company worth $2.5mn,
while a 10-year visa requires a
$5mn investment. Individuals

not looking to set up a company
must place $350,000 and
$700,000 to gain a five-year and
10-year permit respectively, and
the money can be used to buy
Indonesian government bonds,
public company stocks, or place
deposits. Corporate investors are
required to invest $25mn to get
five-year visas for directors and
commissioners. They need to
invest $50mn to gain a 10-year
visa. If the investment is made

in the new $32bn capital city
currently being built in the jungles
of Borneo island, $5mn will gain
investors a 5-year visa and $10mn
a10-year visa.

video to a site in the town around
2kms from the command.

Northern Shan state has been
rocked by fighting since late last
month when an alliance of ethnic
armed groups renewed an offensive
against the military along the high-
way to China’s Yunnan province.

The clashes have shredded a Bei-
jing-brokered truce that in January
halted a campaign by the alliance of
the Arakan Army (AA), the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army (TNLA)
and the MNDAA.

The military has carried out
several air strikes around the town
during the fighting, according to
residents.

Dozens of civilians have been
killed or wounded in the recent
fighting, according to the junta and
local rescue groups.

Neither the junta nor the ethnic
alliance have released figures on
their own casualties.

Indonesia’s foreign minister yes-
terday slammed the junta’s unwill-
ingness to engage with a regional
peace plan to resolve the conflict,
speaking after meeting her Singa-
porean counterpart on the side-
lines of an Association of Southeast
Asian Nations foreign ministers
meeting in Laos.

Both Singapore and Indonesia
have been critical of the junta’s
power grab, which has divided the
10-member Asean bloc.

Myanmar’s borderlands are
home to myriad ethnic armed
groups who have battled the mili-
tary since independence from Brit -
ain in 1948 for autonomy and con-
trol of lucrative resources.

Rescued
T a-
LE

An Asian golden cat, which was found injured in a trap, recup:

P

crew member in the sea off Limay
town in Bataan province, less than
three hours drive from the capital
Manila, yesterday afternoon.

“There is already oil spill. Right
now, we cannot dispatch our re-
sources because of strong winds
and high waves,” Transportation
Secretary Jaime Bautista told a
situation briefing.
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The ship was carrying 1,494
metric tonnes of industrial fuel,
Bautista said.

Philippine coast guard spokes-
person Armando Balilo told a
separate briefing a 97-metre coast
guard vessel had been deployed to
combat the oil spill. Smaller ves-
sels were waiting for the weather
to clear before setting sail.

An aerial survey by the coast
guard showed an oil slick spread-
ing roughly two nautical miles and
being driven by strong waves.

“We are racing against time.
We will do our best to contain the
fuel,” Balilo said.

He added the waters where the
ship sank is close to Manila and
there is “big danger” the spill
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could reach the capital.

“That’s part of the contingen-
cies that we are preparing for,”
Balilo said.

Philippine President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr had ordered the
environment ministry to assess
the damage and the ministry said
its chief was on her way to Limay
town.

Waves crash on the coast of Sansha town as Typhoon Gaemi approaches, in Ningde, Fujian province, China, yesterday.

Typhoon hits Chinese seaboard,
widespread flooding feared

Reuters
Beijing/Taipei

in Fujian’s Putian, a city of over 3mn, Gaemi
and its giant cloud-bands are forecast to un-
leash intense rainfall in at least 10 Chinese

yphoon Gaemi roared into southeast-
ern China yesterday after churning
across the Taiwan Strait, prompting
warnings of swelling rivers, flash floods and
waterlogging in cities and provinces that were
hit by extreme rains just several weeks ago.
Gaemi, the third and most powerful ty-
phoon to hit China’s eastern seaboard this
year, made landfall in Fujian province at
7.50pm (1150GMT) after whipping Tai-
wan with gusts of up to 227kph, some of the
strongest winds recorded in the Western Pa-

cific Ocean.

Ahead of its arrival, 240,800 people in Fu-

jian were evacuated.

Despite slightly weakening since its landfall

-

Nature Conservation Agency (BKSDA) in Banda Aceh.

provinces in the coming days.

The arrival of Gaemi has drawn compari-
sons with Typhoon Doksuri last year, which
triggered historic flooding as far north as Bei-
jing and caused nationwide losses of nearly

$30bn.

mer rains.

erates in an enclosure at the Indonesian

Authorities said water levels in the lower
reaches of the Yangtze River as well as the vast
freshwater lakes of Poyang and Dongting in
central China could rise, returning to danger-
ous levels seen in early July after intense sum-

Due to its high vapour content, Beijing cau-
tioned that Gaemi could spawn strong rainfall
in the Chinese capital, about 2,000km north
of Putian, even as the storm weakens into a
tropical depression.

warned.

Gaemi’s rains could cause flash floods
and waterlogging particularly in parts of
northern China where the soil remains sat-
urated after being lashed by a passing sys-
tem of storms earlier this week, authorities

In Taiwan, Gaemi killed three people, trig-
gered flooding and sank a freighter after the

strongest typhoon to hit the island in eight

years made landfall on Wednesday night.

The storm cut power to around half a mil-
lion households, though most are now back
online, utility Taipower said.

Apart from the three fatalities, 380 were

injured by the typhoon in Taiwan, the govern-

ment said.

Taiwan’s fire department said a Tanzania-
flagged freighter with nine Myanmar na-
tionals on board had sunk off the coast of the

southern port city of Kaohsiung.

Alarm as bird flu cases
surge in Asia-Pacific

Reuters
Beijing

e United Nation’s Food
and Agriculture Organisa-
tion yesterday called for

an urgent and unified response to
combat an “alarming” rise in avi-
an influenza cases in humans and
animals across the Asia-Pacific.

The HS5NI1 virus has spread
more widely than ever before,
reaching as far as South America
and Antarctica and infecting new
wild and domestic animals, it said
in a statement. “Since late 2023,
we have observed a rise in human
cases and the virus spreading to
new animal species,” said Kachen
Wongsathapornchai, regional
manager of the FAO’s Emergency
Centre for Transboundary Ani-
mal Diseases.

“The emergence of novel A/
H5N1 strains, which are more eas-

ily transmissible, increases the
pandemic threat. Immediate, co-
ordinated preventive measures
are essential”

The UN agency counted 13 new
human infections reported in
Cambodia since late 2023, with
additional cases in China and Vi-
etnam. Indonesia and the Philip-
pines are facing heightened secu-
rity due to its diverse ecological
landscape and limited biosecu-
rity measures, while India, Nepal
and Bangladesh are also battling
outbreaks, it said. It urged mem-
ber nations to work together to
implement comprehensive sur-
veillance systems, including full
genome sequencing, to track the
virus’s spread and evolution. It
also called on governments, in-
ternational organisations and the
private sector to share informa-
tion transparently, and stressed
the need for the poultry industry
to strengthen biosafety measures.

Suit claiming Bayer weedkiller causes cancer dismissed

Reuters
Canberra

n Australian judge yester-
Aday dismissed a class action

lawsuit claiming Bayer’s
Roundup weedkiller can cause a
type of blood cancer, a ruling the
company said it would seek to lev-
erage in similar cases being fought
in the US.

More than 1,000 people had
joined the lawsuit, claiming
Roundup’s active ingredient,
glyphosate, caused their non-
Hodgkins lymphoma (NHL).

Justice Michael Lee of Austral-
ia’s Federal Court said in his ruling

he had reviewed three types of sci-
entific studies - epidemiological,
animal studies and mechanistic
evidence - that looked at the links
between glyphosate and lympho-
ma and was not satisfied there was
sufficient evidence that the chemi-
cal caused the cancer in humans.

“It is not proven in this proceed-
ing on a balance of probabilities...
that throughout the relevant pe-
riod use of, and or exposure to
Roundup products increased an
individual’s risk of developing
NHL,” Lee said.

The claimants’ law firm, Mau-
rice Blackburn, said it was re-
viewing the ruling before deciding
whether to appeal.

The lead claimant, 41-year-old
Kelvin McNickle, said he used
Roundup to spray weeds for over
two decades on his family’s prop-
erty and while working for a veg-
etation management company. He
developed non-Hodgkins lym-

phoma aged 35.
Bayer, a German chemicals and
pharmaceuticals company, has

long maintained that Roundup and
glyphosate are safe. It has been
battling lawsuits over Roundup in
the US since it bought the prod-
uct’s owner Monsanto in 2018. It
still faces more than 50,000 out-
standing Roundup claims there.

It has prevailed in 14 of the
last 20 US trials but racked up a

string of losses in late 2023 and
early 2024, with more than $4bn
in damages awarded. Some of the
amounts awarded have since been
reduced but the string of wins for
plaintiffs shattered investor and
company hopes that the worst of
the Roundup litigation was over.

Unlike the US, class actions in
Australia are not decided by a jury.

Bayer spokesman Philipp Blank
said that while said the Australian
and US judicial systems were very
different, “we will of course try to
leverage the conclusion of the very
science-based approach from the
Australian legal system in the liti-
gation in the US”

The class action brought by

Maurice Blackburn against Bayer
subsidiaries is one of around 40
similar cases that have been filed
outside the US, most of them in
Canada.

Some farmers in Australia had
worried that if the court had ruled
glyphosate could cause lymphoma,
it could lead to stricter regulation
and restrict its use.

The National Farmers’ Federa-
tion said in a statement that the
country’s farmers had put their
faith in the Australian Pesticides
and Veterinary Medicine Author-
ity to ensure the safety of products
they use and that yesterday’s rul-
ing had reinforced that the regula-
tor was doing its job.

“This is a win for Australian
farmers,” said Warren Inwood, a
Bayer executive in Australia.

Roundup has been in use around
the world since the 1970s.

The product has been under
scrutiny since the World Health
Organisation’s cancer research
agency concluded in 2015 that
glyphosate was probably carcino-
genic to humans, though without
concluding whether it posed a risk
in real-world use.

Bayer has replaced glyphosate
with new active ingredients in its
products for household use in the
US to reduce the risk of litigation
as most claims have come from
home users.
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Tycoon Jimmy Lai to testify
in Hong Kong security trial

FINANCE

Bali seeks investors for
$20bn metro project

TRAGEDY

Flash floods, landslides
kill sevenin Vietnam

CONFLICT

N Korea trash balloons disrupt
flights in Seoul, cause fire

Hong Kong pro-democracy tycoon Jimmy Lai will take
the witness stand for the first time in November in a
high-profile national security trial where he is accused of
sedition and colluding with foreign forces, a court said
yesterday. The charges against Lai - founder of the now-
shuttered popular Chinese-language tabloid Apple Daily
- revolve around the newspaper’s publications, which
supported the pro-democracy protests in Hong Kong in
2019 and criticised Beijing’s leadership. Besides sedition,
the 76-year-old is also accused of two counts of colluding
with foreign forces by calling for international sanctions
against Chinese and Hong Kong officials.

The government of Indonesia’s resort island of

Bali is seeking investors for a 325tn rupiah ($20bn)
underground railway network starting September,
officials said. The construction of the metro will be in
four stages, connecting the capital of Bali, Denpasar, to
popular tourist areas such as Seminyak, Canggu, Nusa
Dua, Sanur, and Ubud, Ari Askhara, a representative of
the Bali government, said. The government expects the
railway to connect Denpasar to Canggu and Nusa Dua
by 2031. Bali’s provincial government has appointed PT
Bumi Indah as the main investor, said Ari. The company
will seek other investors, Ari added.

Flash floods and landslides triggered by heavy rain have
killed seven people in northern Vietnam and swept away
homes, disaster officials said yesterday. Five people died
in Son La and two others were killed in Dien Bien following
the downpours. Rescue workers are also searching for 10
others reported missing in the mountainous provinces.
According to Tuoi Tre newspaper, flash floods early
yesterday swept away 10 houses and damaged eight
homes in Muong Pon commune of Dien Bien province.

It has rained heavily in northern Vietnam since Tuesday,
and many areas including the outskirts of the capital
Hanoi are filled with muddy floodwater.

North Korea has sent about 500 balloons laden with
trash into South Korea’s air space over the past 24 hours,
officials in the South said yesterday, disrupting flights and
igniting a fire on the roof of a residential building. The
balloons are part of an ongoing propaganda campaign by
Pyongyang against North Korean defectors and activists
in the South, who regularly send balloons carrying items
such as anti-Pyongyang leaflets medicine, money and
USB sticks loaded with K-pop videos and dramas. A
suspected balloon suspended take-offs and landings at
Seoul’s Gimpo Airport on Wednesday evening for two
hours, an official at the Korea Airports Corporation said.

Forgot to remove °

UN logos from

vehicles,

claims

government

Reuters
Dhaka/New Delhi

angladesh has said that it

forgot to remove UN mark-

ings from vehicles during an
army-enforced curfew to contain
deadly violence that spread across
the country last week and killed
nearly 150 people.

The United Nations said it has
sought a response from authori-
ties in the capital Dhaka after foot-
age filmed by Reuters journalists on
Sunday showed what appeared to
be an armoured personnel vehicle
marked with the letters ‘UN!

The vehicle was carrying gun-
bearing soldiers on a street in Dhaka,
which last week saw days of deadly
clashes as security forces cracked
down on student-led protests
against reservation quotas in gov-
ernment jobs.

Bangladesh Foreign Minister
Hasan Mahmud told reporters that
some vehicles had been “rented to
the UN peace mission”.

“We forgot to remove the logo.
Now the logos have been removed,’
he added.

The United Nations, internation-
al rights groups, the US and Britain
were among those who criticised the
use of force against the protesters
and asked Dhaka to uphold the right
to peaceful protests.

“We have raised our concern
about the situation in Bangladesh
with relevant authorities in Dhaka

Vietnambids farewell to late party le

and New York and also sought clar-
ity regarding reports that some UN-
marked vehicles may have been used
during recent events;” Farhan Haq,
a deputy spokesperson for the UN
Secretary-General, said.

He said countries that contrib-
ute troops and police to UN peace-
keeping are to use UN insignia and
equipment marked with UN insig-
nia only when they are performing
mandated tasks as UN peacekeep-
ers.

Bangladesh is the third largest
troop and police contributor to the
UN peacekeeping mission, after Ne-
pal and Rwanda.

Earlier the UN rights chief called
on Bangladesh to urgently disclose
the details of last week’s crackdown
on protests amid accounts of “hor-
rific violence’) calling for “an impar-
tial, independent and transparent
investigation”

“We understand that many peo-
ple were subjected to violent attacks
by groups reportedly affiliated with
the government, and no effort was
made to protect them,” Volker Turk
said in a statement.

Turk’s statement lamented re-
ports that some of the more than
1,000 injured in last week’s crack-
down were denied medical care,
while many people remained miss-
ing. “At least two journalists were
reportedly killed and scores of
others injured. Hundreds of peo-
ple were also reportedly arrested,
including opposition figures;,” the
statement said.
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Bangladesh premier surveys
destruction as unrest recedes

AFP
Dhaka

angladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

wept yesterday as she surveyed the de-

struction wrought by days of deadly un-
rest, as student leaders weighed the future of the
protests that sparked the disorder.

Last week’s violence killed at least 193 peo-
ple, including several police officers, according
to an AFP count of victims reported by police
and hospitals, in one of the biggest upheavals of
Hasina’s 15-year tenure.

The unrest was precipitated by protests
against a public jobs quota scheme that critics
say gives preference to allies of Hasina’s ruling
party.

Thousands of troops are still patrolling cities
and a nationwide Internet shutdown remains

largely in effect, although clashes have subsided
since protest leaders announced a temporary
halt to new demonstrations.

Hasina, 76, spent the morning surveying de-
struction in the capital Dhaka, where the com-
muter rail network connecting the sprawling
megacity of 20mn people was shut down after
mob attacks.

“Over 15 years, I've built this country,” she
told reporters, condemning protesters for dam-
aging city infrastructure. “What didn’t I do for
the people? “Who has benefitted from what we
have done?” she said. “Do I ride on the metro?
Does the government only ride? Do our minis-
ters only ride? Or is it in fact the general public
that rides?” Pictures released by Hasina’s office
showed her flanked by an entourage and weep-
ing at the sight of a vandalised metro station
in an outlying Dhaka suburb. The station was
among several government buildings and doz-

Thousands of mourners, including top

Vietnamese officials, schoolchildren and &
monks, gathered in Hanoi yesterday for

the funeral of Communist Party leader
Nguyen Phu Trong as two days of
national mourning began.

The 80-year-old, who died at a military
hospital in the capital Hanoi last week
“due to old age and serious illness”,
was Vietnam’s most powerful leader in
decades.

Trong, who had led the party since
2011, was the first leader to have held
three consecutive mandates after the
liberalisation of Vietnam’s economy

in 1986. He was known for a high-
profile anti-corruption drive that swept
through the party, police, armed forces
and business, which analysts say has
been linked to political infighting.
Trong enjoyed remarkable longevity in
office, although rights groups say his
leadership coincided with increasing
authoritarianism.

Alongside bouquets of yellow flowers
and burning incense, Trong’s flag-
draped coffin was laid beneath a large
portrait of the leader and dozens of his

medals at the National Funeral House in

central Hanoi.
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Vietnamese people queue as they wait outside the national funeral house to pay their respect for the
late general secretary of the Communist Party of Vietham Nguyen Phu Trong during the first day of a

two-day-national mourning in Hanoi yesterday.

ader

ens of police posts torched or vandalised during
the unrest.

With calm returning to cities around Bangla-
desh, Hasina’s government ordered another re-
laxation to the curfew it imposed at the weekend
to allow free movement between 10am and 5pm.

Streets in Dhaka were choked with commut-
er traffic in the morning, days after ferocious
clashes between police and protesters had left
them almost deserted.

Banks, government offices and Bangladesh’s
economically vital garment factories reopened
on Wednesday after they were closed last week.

Student leaders met yesterday to decide
whether to again extend their protest morato-
rium, which is due to expire today.

Students Against Discrimination, the group
responsible for organising this month’s rallies,
said it expected the government to make some
concessions.

Italy PM Meloni to
visit China tomorrow

Reuters
Beijing

tical co-operation and cultural
exchange’, Mao added, as well as

lar press briefing.

gia Meloni will visit China

for five days from tomorrow,
Beijing said yesterday, her first
to the country since she took of-
fice nearly two years ago.

“At the invitation of Premier
Li Qiang of the State Council,
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni will pay an official visit
to China from July 27 to 31,” for-
eign ministry spokesperson Mao
Ning said in a statement.

She will meet with President
Xi Jinping as well as Premier Li
during the trip, Mao told a regu-

Italian Prime Minister Gior-

They will “hold talks with
her... to exchange views on bi-
lateral relations and issues of
common concern”, she said.

Beijing would “deepen prac-

“promote the steady and long-
term development of China-
Italy and China-Europe rela-
tions”

Meloni’s administration
withdrew from China’s vast Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) last
year, having been the only G7
nation to sign up.

Before taking office, Meloni
said joining the initiative - a
central pillar of President Xi’s
bid to expand China’s clout
overseas — had been a “mistake”

Italy’s non-binding memo-
randum of understanding with
China had contained broad
undertakings for co-operation
in logistics, infrastructure,
financial and environmental
sectors.

But details were scarce and
the lack of transparency fuelled
distrust among Italy’s allies.

Relatives of 18 dead in Nepal plane crash demand answers

Reuters
Kathmandu

elatives of the 18 dead in an
Rairplane crash in Nepal have

yet to hear from the govern-
ment or the airline on the possible
cause of the disaster, they said a
day after the small jet went down
during take-off at the airport in
Kathmandu, the capital.

The incident has cast a spotlight
on the mountainous, landlocked
nation’s poor record on air safety,
with almost 360 people killed
since 2000 in plane and helicopter
crashes.

The 50-seater CRJ-200 aircraft

that crashed this week was oper-
ated by Saurya Airlines, and was
ferrying 15 technicians, two crew
and two of a technician’s family to
the central city of Pokhara, where
it was scheduled for regular main-
tenance.

Only the captain survived after
it crashed in a field beside the run-
way and caught fire.

“Nobody has contacted us,” said
Krishna Bahadur Magar, a relative
of Nava Raj Ale who was a ground
handler at Saurya and died in the
crash.

“Our relative was a member of
the Saurya Airlines family,” Magar
said. “Why is the airline now be-
having as if they don’t care about

“We want to know what tech-

him?” Magar was among the doz-
ens who crowded into a narrow
alley outside the forensic unit of
Kathmandu’s Tribhuvan Univer-
sity Teaching Hospital yesterday,
waiting for authorities to release
the bodies of the dead.

Some said doctors had told them
they would not receive the remains
of loved ones before Saturday,
while those bodies charred beyond
recognition would require DNA
tests to be identified, a process that
could take two weeks.

The victims’ families felt as if
Saurya officials were “deliberately
hiding” from them, said Jageswar
Giri, whose brother-in-law, Ud-
dhab Puri, died in the crash.

nical problems the aircraft was
facing, why so many people were
on it yesterday, and why it was
decided that maintenance work
would be done in Pokhara instead
of Kathmandu where the plane was
grounded,” he said.

Officials from the Civil Aviation
Authority of Nepal (CAAN) have
said the plane was being sent to
Pokhara because its new airport
was equipped with aircraft main-
tenance hangars.

Responding to the families’
questions, the regulator said it was
the airline’s responsibility to co-
ordinate with them.

“It was not a passenger flight,”

said CAAN spokesperson Gyanen-
dra Bhul. “Saurya Airlines has of-
ficially said all people on board
the plane were their staff, so they
should co-ordinate with the family
members.”

The airline did not respond
to telephone calls and messages
seeking comment.

A government panel set up on
Wednesday to investigate the crash
will submit a report within 45 days.

Nepal’s worst crash in 1992
killed 167. Last January, 72 people
died when a Yeti Airlines plane
crashed just before landing in
Pokhara.

Meanwhile, the pilot and sole
survivor of a plane crash was re-

covering in hospital after a mirac-
ulous escape, aviation officials said
yesterday.

Gyanendra Bhul of the Civil
Aviation Authority said the pilot
remained in hospital but his con-
dition was improving.

“The pilot survived because on
impact he fell into a cargo contain-
er where there were no flames,” he
added.

Bhul said the flight had climbed
up to 400 feet from the ground but
then suddenly veered to the right
before crashing near the runway.

An army statement on Wednes-
day night said the pilot was res-
cued bleeding but conscious by
soldiers from the wreckage.
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India duty cut halts concessionary silver, platinum imports from UAE

India’s silver and platinum imports from the UAE,
previously benefiting from concessionary duties
under a trade agreement, have ceased as New Delhi’s
move to reduce import taxes eliminated the duty
arbitrage that bullion dealers were exploiting, trade

and government officials said.

The world’s second-biggest bullion consumer
slashed import duties on gold and silver on Tuesday

to 6% from 15%.

After the reduction, there is no incentive to

bring silver or platinum into India under the
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) signed between India and the UAE, said
Prithviraj Kothari, president of the India Bullion and

Jewellers Association (IBJA).

“Now that regular customs duty for silver is lower
than the tax under the CEPA, nobody’s importing
silver anymore.” Bullion dealers primarily imported
silver from the UAE under the CEPA, as they only

needed to pay an 8% import duty compared to the

regular 15%.

This helped the UAE corner nearly half of India’s silver

imports, with its shipments surging to 1,998 metric

said.

Heavy rains in Mumbai

tonnes in the first five months of 2024 from just 133
tonnes during the same period a year ago.

However, with the regular duty now reduced to 6%,
imports via CEPA have become unfeasible, dealers

Britain and India launch
technology security initiative

Reuters
London

ritain said it had launched
Ba new technology security

initiative with India aimed
at boosting economic growth,
fostering collaboration on tel-
ecoms security and unlocking
investment in emerging tech-
nologies.

The British government said
the agreement would see the
two countries work more closely
together on critical technolo-
gies including semiconductors,
quantum and Al

“This will mean real action
together on the challenges of the
future from AI to critical miner-
als. Together we can unlock mu-
tual growth, boost innovation,

Suspectcharged
over stabbing
of UK soldier

A 24-year-old man appeared in
court yesterday charged with
attempted murder over the
repeated stabbing of a British
soldier near an army barracks
earlier this week.

Police have yet to indicate a
motive in the attack, but they are
not thought to be treating it as
terror-related.

Suspect Anthony Esan is accused
of attacking lieutenant colonel
Mark Teeton in Gillingham, in
southeast England on Tuesday.
Teeton, who is in his 40s, was

in hospital and his condition “is
currently described as serious but
stable”, according to police.
Prosecutors told the court that
the suspect was seen “running up
behind” the army officer before he
“pulled the soldier to the ground”,
stabbed him “repeatedly” and
drove away on a moped.

Two knives were dropped at the
scene and a further three were
found stored on the bike, the
prosecutor added.

jobs and investment,” British
Foreign Secretary David Lammy
said in a statement released by
his office during a visit to India.

Lammy, who met with Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and India’s Minister for External
Affairs S Jaishankar earlier, also
agreed to work more closely with
India on tackling climate change,
including mobilising finance and
accelerating a partnership on off-
shore wind and green hydrogen.

Prime Minister Modi said he
welcomed the new technology
security initiative adding India
was looking forward to settling
on a free trade agreement.

The trade deal was aimed at
doubling the two countries’
trade from its 2022 level of $50bn
by 2030. Johnson famously
promised to have a deal done by

Diwali in October of that year.

In talks with his counterpart,
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, the
two also agreed to boost defence
and security cooperation in the
Indo-Pacific, and discussed glo-
bal issues including the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, according to a
statement from the Indian for-
eign ministry.

Lammy said his trip to India
reflects one of the new govern-
ment’s top foreign policy pri-
orities: a reset with Europe, both
on climate and with the Global
South. Lammy also met with
Indian national security advisor
Ajit Doval.

The two countries held 13
rounds of negotiations without
a breakthrough before talks were
suspended while both nations
held 2024 general elections.

Rubber Duck Race

India’s strategic
railway bridge
closes the gap

to Kashmir

AFP
Reasi

oaring high across a gorge
Sin the rugged Himalayas, a

newly finished bridge will
soon help India entrench control of
Kashmir and meet a rising strategic
threat from China.

The Chenab Rail Bridge, the
highest of its kind in the world, has
been hailed as a feat of engineering
linking the Kashmir valley to the
vast Indian plains by train for the
first time.

But its completion has sparked
concern among some in the terri-
tory, home to a permanent garrison
of more than 500,000 soldiers.

India’s military brass say the
strategic benefits of the bridge to
New Delhi cannot be understated.

“The train to Kashmir will be
pivotal in peace and in wartime,”
general Deependra Singh Hooda,
a retired former chief of India’s
northern military command, said.

The new bridge “will facilitate
the movement of army personnel
coming and going in larger num-
bers than was previously possible”,
said Noor Ahmad Baba, a politics
professor at the Central University
of Kashmir.

But, as well as soldiers, the bridge
will “facilitate movement” of or-
dinary people and goods, he said.
That has prompted unease among
some in Kashmir who believe easier
access will bring a surge of outsid-
ers coming to buy land and settle.

Previously tight rules on land
ownership were lifted after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment cancelled Kashmir’s partial
autonomy in 2019.

India Railways calls the $24mn
bridge “arguably the biggest civil
engineering challenge faced by any
railway project in India in recent
history”.

It is hoped to boost economic
development and trade, cutting the
cost of moving goods.

But Hooda, the retired general,
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Rubber ducks float on a canal in Paddington during the annual Rubber Duck Race in London, Britain,
yesterday. The race raises funds for COSMIC charity.

Soaring high across a gorge in the rugged Himalayas, the newly-finished
Chenab bridge will help India entrench control of Kashmir and meet a
rising strategic threat from China.

said the bridge’s most important
consequence would be revolution-
ising logistics in Ladakh, the icy
region bordering China.

India and China, the world’s two
most populous nations, are intense
rivals competing for strategic influ-
ence across South Asia, and their
3,500km shared frontier has been a
perennial source of tension.

Their troops clashed in 2020,
killing at least 20 Indian and four
Chinese soldiers, and forces from
both sides today face off across
contested high-altitude border-
lands. “Everything from a needle
to the biggest military equipment...
has to be sent by road and stocked
up in Ladakh for six months every
year before the roads close for win-
ter” Hooda said.

Now all that can be transported
by train, easing what Indian mili-
tary experts call the “world’s big-
gest military logistics exercise”
- supplying Ladakh through snow-
bound passes.

The project will buttress several
other road tunnel projects under
way that will connect Kashmir and
Ladakh, not far from India’s fron-
tiers with China and Pakistan.

The 1,315-metre-long  steel
and concrete bridge connects two

mountains with an arch 359 metres
above the cool waters of the Chenab
River.

Trains are ready to run and only
await an expected ribbon cutting
from Modi.

The 272km railway begins in the
garrison city of Udhampur, head-
quarters of the army’s northern
command, and runs through the
region’s capital Srinagar.

It terminates a kilometre higher
in altitude in Baramulla, a gateway
trade town near the Line of Control
with Pakistan.

When the road is open, it is twice
the distance and takes a day of driv-
ing.

The railway cost an estimated
$3.9bn and has been an immense
undertaking, with construction be-
ginning nearly three decades ago.

While several road and pipeline
bridges are higher, Guinness World
Records confirmed that Chenab
trumps the previous highest rail-
way bridge, the Najiehe bridge in
China.

Describing India’s new bridge
as a “marvel’) its deputy chief de-
signer R R Mallick, said the experi-
ence of designing and building was
a great learning experience for the
engineers.

Manchester Airport
arrest video sparks protest

Reuters
London

video showing a Brit-
Ash police officer kick and
tamp on a man’s head
during an arrest at Manches-
ter airport in northern England
sparked a protest outside a police
station. Police suspended one of
the officers involved and referred
the actions to an independent
police complaints watchdog after
the video, filmed by an onlooker,
was posted on social media plat-
forms and attracted criticism.

It showed a chaotic scene in
an airport car park, in which sev-
eral officers armed with tasers re-
strained two suspects. The events
preceding this scene were not in-
cluded in the video. One man was
kicked and stamped upon by an
officer as he lay face down on the
floor. The second man also ap-

peared to be struck in the head by
an officer.

A Greater Manchester Po-
lice (GMP) statement said the
video showed “an event that is
truly shocking, and that people
are rightly extremely concerned
about. The use of such force in an
arrest is an unusual occurrence
and one that we understand cre-
ates alarm? It said police had re-
sponded to reports of an assault,
and three officers were assaulted
during their response. The offic-
ers, including one female officer
whose nose was broken, required
hospital treatment.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer
said he had seen the video and
understood the public’s concern.

An officer was suspended yes-
terday, having initially only been
removed from operational duties.
The Independent Office for Police
Conduct confirmed it was inves-
tigating the incident.

UK govt launches flagship green energy plan

AFP
London

ritain’s new Labour govern-
Bment launched its flagship

green energy infrastructure
plan yesterday, announcing a multi-
billion-pound partnership with the
business arm of the royal family to
develop offshore wind farms.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer is
establishing a publicly owned body
called Great British Energy to spear-
head funding in domestic renewable
energy projects as the UK weans it-
self off fossil fuels.

“There is a massive prize within
our reach, and make no mistake the

race is on to get there,” Starmer said
of his pledge to ensure Britain’s en-
ergy “independence”.

His government has allocated
£8.3bn ($10bn) of public money over
the next five years as Labour aims to
meet Britain’s climate change tar-
gets.

It also wants to bring down the
price of energy by reducing reliance
on foreign imports of oil and gas.

GB Energy will also seek to attract
private investment, and the govern-
ment announced a first tie-up with
the monarchy’s land and property
holdings company that aims to lev-
erage private investment of £60bn.

The Crown Estate is an independ -
ently run business whose profits go

to the government, which passes on
a small portion to the monarchy to
support official duties of the royal
family.

It is one of Europe’s biggest prop-
erty empires, owning vast swathes
of Britain’s seabed with a huge com-
mercial potential in developing off-
shore wind power generation.

The Crown Estate estimates
that its GB Energy partnership will
lease enough offshore land to pro-
duce up to 30 gigawatts of new en-
ergy, enough to power almost 20mn
homes, by 2030.

The UK currently produces only
14 gigawatts of energy through off-
shore wind, according to govern-
ment data.

The government introduced its
legislation to establish GB Energy
into parliament yesterday.

The company is the bedrock of
Labour’s pledge made before its
landslide general election victory
against the Conservatives on July 4
to make Britain a “clean energy su-
perpower”. Labour, in power for the
first time since 2010, is committed to
meeting the UK’s legal obligation of
reaching net zero carbon emissions
by 2050. It also wants to decarbonise
Britain’s electricity grid by 2030, al-
though experts have said the ambi-
tious target will be difficult to meet.

Starmer’s government has already
ended a ban on new onshore wind
farms in England that the Conserva-

tives imposed in 2015. The govern-
ment is introducing a separate bill to
widen the investment powers of the
Crown Estate, giving it more scope
to borrow for investments including
offshore wind projects.

It has also proposed boosting in-
vestment in sustainable aviation
fuel plants across the country.

Profit from the Crown Estate more
than doubled last year to a record
£1.1bn, driven by a short -term boost
from offshore wind farms, accord-
ing to annual accounts published on
Wednesday. The government says
GB Energy will have five key func-
tions, including leading projects and
building supply chains. It will not
produce its own power.

New technologies it will invest in
include carbon capture and storage,
hydrogen, wave and tidal energy.

The public financing of the body
will be funded through windfall tax-
eslevied on oil and gas companies.

British customers’ energy bills
have soared since key producer Rus-
sia launched a full-scaled invasion
of neighbouring Ukraine in February
2022.

Labour maintains the party’s net-
zero energy plans will save house-
holds £300 a year on their bills.

But the Conservatives’ energy
spokeswoman Claire Coutinho
called GB Energy “nothing but a
gimmick that will end up costing
families, not cutting bills”
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Biden saysitsis time to pass
torch to ‘vounger vonces

he pulled out of the race against Republican
Donald Trump over concerns about the future
of US democracy, explaining that he was stepping
aside to allow a new generation to take over in his
first public remarks since ending his re-election bid.

In an Oval Office address, Biden invoked previous
presidents Thomas Jefferson, George Washington,
and Abraham Lincoln as he described his love for the
office that he will leave in six months, capping a half
century in public office.

“I revere this office,” Biden said. “But I love my
country more.”

Biden, 81, rebuffed weeks of pressure from Demo-
crats to step aside after a disastrous debate perform-
ance on June 27, saying at one point that only the
“Lord Almighty” could convince him to go.

He spent days soul-searching and agonising over
internal polling that showed he could lose to Trump
in November and drag down fellow Democrats with
him before stepping aside.

“I've decided the best way forward is to pass the
torch to a new generation. That’s the best way to
unite our nation,” Biden said.

He said that there is a “time and a place for new
voices, fresh voices - yes, younger voices. And that
time and place is now”.

He praised Vice-President Kamala Harris, who,
after his endorsement, secured enough Democratic
delegates to become the Democratic nominee in his
place.

“She’s tough. She’s capable. She’s been an incred -
ible partner to me and a leader for our country,” Bi-
den said.

The president sprinkled his 11-minute speech
with references to the danger he believes Americans
face if Trump wins the November 5 election, with-
out mentioning Trump by name.

“Nothing can come in the way of saving our de-
mocracy. That includes personal ambition,” he said.

“The great thing about America is here, kings and
dictators do not rule. The people do. History is in
your hands. The power is in your hands. The idea of
America lies in your hands,” Biden said.

It was Biden'’s first extended public remarks since
he relented to pressure from fellow Democrats and
announced on Sunday via social media that he had
decided not to seek re-election on November 5.

Biden is the first incumbent president not to seek
re-election since 1968 when Lyndon Johnson, under
fire for his handling of the Vietnam War, abruptly

Pre31dent Joe Biden said on Wednesday that

Forest fire
reaches
town in
Canadian
national
park

pulled out of the campaign on March 31.

Biden also joins James K Polk, James Buchanan,
Rutherford B Hayes, Calvin Coolidge and Harry
Truman as presidents who all decided not to stand
for a second elected term.

Biden faced immediate calls to step aside after
his rocky performance in the debate against Trump
raised troubling questions about his mental acuity.

Since he stepped aside, however, Democrats have
rallied around him, paying tribute to his character
and his record as president.

“Nowhere else on Earth could a kid with a stutter,
from modest beginnings in Scranton, Pennsylvania,
and Claymont, Delaware, one day sit behind the
Resolute Desk in the Oval Office as president of the
United States,” Biden said. “But here I am”

The White House has denied that Biden has any
cognitive issues despite a recent increase in verbal
slip-ups.

Biden said he will focus on his job as president
over his remaining six months in office.

He pledged to help make the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organisation (Nato) stronger and more united,
stop Russian President Vladimir Putin from taking
over Ukraine, work toward a ceasefire deal in Gaza
and push for Supreme Court reform.

Biden’s withdrawal has upended Trump’s cam-
paign, which had previously focused on the presi-
dent’s age and mental acuity.

Now it is Trump, 78, who is the oldest candidate
in US history.

Trump, who had initially called for unity after
surviving an assassination attempt on July 13, was in
no mood for magnanimity after Biden’s speech.

“Crooked Joe Biden’s Oval Office speech was
barely understandable, and sooo bad!” Trump said
on social media. - Reuters/AFP

In this image courtesy of Le Minh Khue, visitors evacuate Jasper
National Park in Canada due to a wildfire. - AFP

Reuters/AFP

Montreal

raging wildfire has devas-
Atated the western Cana-
dian tourist town of Jasper
and firefighters were working
yesterday to save as many build-
ings as possible, authorities said.

Jasper is in the middle of Jasper
National Park, in the province of
Alberta.

The town and the park, which
draw more than 2mn tourists a
year, were evacuated on Monday,
when officials estimated there
were 15,000 visitors in the park.

“There is no denying that this
is the worst nightmare for any
community,” Alberta premier
Danielle Smith told reporters,
saying that the fire was still out of
control.

“We're seeing potentially 30%
to 50% structural damage ...
that’s going to be a significant re-
build”

Parks Canada said there had
been a “significant loss” of build-
ings inside the town but added it
could not give specific details of
the damage or which areas had
been hit.

Video from the town showed
entire blocks had burned to the
ground, including a church.

Jasper mayor Richard Ireland
said the town was beginning to

come to terms with “the devas-
tating impact” of a fire that had
ravaged the community.

“The destruction and loss that
many of you are facing and feel-
ing is beyond description and
comprehension,” he said in a let-
ter toresidents.

One major concern for re-
sponders is if the fire reaches
the Trans Mountain oil pipeline,
which can carry 890,000 barrels
per day (bpd) of oil from Edmon-
ton to Vancouver.

“At this time there is no indica-
tion of damage to our infrastruc-
ture, and the pipelines continue
to operate safely,” pipeline op-
erator Trans Mountain said in a
statement.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
said on Wednesday that his gov-
ernment had approved a request
by Alberta province for federal
assistance.

“We're deploying @Canadi-
anForces resources, evacuations
support, and more emergency
wildfire resources to the prov-
ince immediately - and we’re co-
ordinating firefighting and airlift
assistance,” Trudeau wrote on X.

The federal government and
other cities in Alberta are sending
emergency crews. In addition,
a total of 400 firefighters from
Mexico, South Africa, Australia

and New Zealand are due to arrive
in the coming days.

There are 176 wildfires burning
in Alberta, more than 50 of which
are out of control.

Around 10 of those blazes are
close to the border with British
Columbia, where dozens of fires
are also out of control.

“Many of the wildfires we're
seeing at this time of year are
lightning caused and we unfortu-
nately can’t control the weather,”
said Alberta forestry minister
Todd Loewen.

The federal government said
in April that high temperatures
and tinder dry forests meant this
could be one of the worst years
ever for fires in Canada.

Officials said that at one point
on Wednesday the flames had
reached a height of 120m (400’)
and were moving at 15m (50’) a
minute.

The Jasper Park Lodge, one
of the largest hotels in town,
said that the fire had reached its
grounds.

The Jasper fire could be one
of the most damaging in Alberta
since a 2016 conflagration that
hit the oil town of Fort McMur-
ray, forcing the evacuation of all
90,000 residents.

The blaze destroyed 10% of all
structures in the city.

Violence sends Mexican families fleeing into Guatemala

Dozens of Mexican families have fled across the
border into Guatemala because of drug cartel
violence, Guatemalan President Bernardo Arevalo

said on Wednesday.

The Central American nation’s defence ministry said
the army was tightening security along the border.
Guatemalan authorities were providing assistance “to
people who are escaping this confrontation between
(criminal) groups that is taking place on the Mexican
side”, Arevalo said at a press conference.

The office of the country’s human rights ombudsman

told AFP that around 280-300 displaced Mexicans
were at a temporary shelter near the border.
Mexico’s southernmost state of Chiapas draws

tourists with its lush jungle, Indigenous communities

and ancient Mayan ruins, but it has also seen
intensifying turf wars between gangs fighting for
control of drug and people-smuggling routes.

In late June, a clash between drug cartels in Chiapas
left 19 people dead, including several Guatemalans.
Earlier that month, violence displaced several
thousand people in the southern state. -AFP

US, Canada jets intercept China, Russia planes near Alaska

American and Canadian warplanes intercepted two
Russian and two Chinese bombers in international
airspace near the state of Alaska on Wednesday,
the joint US-Canadian North American Aerospace

Defence Command (NORAD) said.

“NORAD detected, tracked, and intercepted two
Russian TU-95 and two PRC H-6 military aircraft
operating in the Alaska Air Defence Identification

Zone,” it said.

The zone is a perimeter in which air traffic is

actions.

in the area.

monitored beyond the border of national airspace
to provide additional reaction time in case of hostile

Intercepts of Russian aircraft are relatively common
“Fighter jets from the United States and Canada

conducted the intercept,” NORAD said, adding that
the bombers “remained in international airspace

and did not enter American or Canadian sovereign

airspace. -AFP

Harris slams Trump’s
‘extremist’ agenda in
speech to teachers

AFP/Reuters
Houston

amala Harris launched a

blistering attack on Donald

Trump and his “extrem-
ist” Republicans as she addressed
teachers yesterday, seeking to rally
akey part of the Democratic coali-
tion behind her bid to take on the
billionaire for the presidency.

Harris - the country’s first fe-
male vice-president and seeking to
make history again in November -
has enjoyed a groundswell of sup-
port from labour groups, ethnic
minorities and her own party since
announcing her 11th-hour candi-
dacy toreplace President Joe Biden
as the candidate.

The first union to endorse her -
the American Federation of Teach-
ers (AFT) - applauded at their
convention in Houston as Harris
warned that America was witness-
ing a “full-on attack” by Trump’s
Republicans on “hard-won, hard-
fought freedoms”

In a 20-minute address in Hou-
ston to the AFT, Harris focused
on economic policy and workers’
rights, touting plans for afford-
able healthcare and child care and
criticising Republicans for block-
ing gun limits in the wake of school
shootings.

“Today we face a choice between
two very different visions of our
nation, one focused on the future
and the other focused on the past,
and we are fighting for the future,”
she said. “Donald Trump and his
extreme allies want to take our na-
tion back to failed trickle-down
economic policies, back to union-
busting, back to tax breaks for bil-
lionaires”

“We want to ban assault weap-
ons and they want to ban books,”
Harris said, a reference to the push
by some Republicans to remove
books that address gender and
sexuality from some school librar-
ies.

The Second Amendment of the
US Constitution defends the right
to bear arms.

“While you teach students
about democracy and representa-
tive government, extremists at-
tack the sacred freedom to vote.
While you try to create safe and
welcoming places where our chil-
dren can learn, extremists attack
our freedom to live safe from gun
violence,” she said. “They have the
nerve to tell teachers to strap on a
gun in the classroom while they
refuse to pass common sense gun
safety laws.”

Harris, 59, jumped into the elec-
tion after weeks of turmoil over
81-year-old Biden, who bowed out
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Harris delivers the keynote speech at the American Federation of
Teachers’ 88th National Convention in Houston. - AFP

on Sunday after a dismal debate
performance against Trump ac-
celerated concerns over his mental
capacity and persistently low poll-
ing numbers.

Calling herself “a proud prod-
uct of public education’; she con-
nected her personal story to her
political outlook, telling her audi-
ence that the work of teaching was
“personal and it is professional,
and ... so critically important”

The former top prosecutor for
California tied the event to a key
campaign message about refusing
to go back to Trump’s America,
praising her audience as “vision-
aries” who look to the future.

“You see the potential in every
child. You foster it, you encourage
it, and in so doing, you shape the
future of our nation, which is why
I say we need you so desperately
right now today,” she said.

And she contrasted Democratic
efforts to cancel student debt and
her vision of investment in pub-
lic schools and universities with
Trump’s vow to dismantle the
Education Department and cut
spending in half.

Trump, who at 78 is the oldest
presidential nominee in US his-
tory, has promised he will “not
give one penny” of federal funds to
schools with vaccine mandates.

Every public school in America
has vaccine mandates.

The speech came with Harris
facing increasingly extreme rheto-
ric from Trump, who on Wednes-
day called her a “radical left luna-
tic” and claimed - entirely falsely
- that she was in favour of the “ex-
ecution” of newborn babies.

Trump also alleged on Fox News
yesterday that Harris - who is
due back in Washington later for
talks with Israeli leader Benjamin
Netanyahu - had benefited from a
Democratic “coup” against Biden.

One of the most urgent tasks
facing Harris is to forge her own

political identity before she can be
defined by Trump as inseparable
from the unpopular Biden.

This will include quickly spend-
ing some of the $100mn-plus that
she has raised in the opening days
to tell her personal story and to
counter Republican characterisa-
tions of her as an out-of-touch
liberal and responsible for illegal
immigration.

The Harris campaign sought to
plant an early flag with its first TV
spot yesterday - an ad featuring
the Beyonce hit Freedom, warning
that Americans’ rights are under
threat from Trump.

Under the slogan We Choose
Freedom, Harris invites voters
to unite against Project 2025 - a
radical blueprint for centralising
power in the presidency that was
promoted by Trump and prepared
by many of his current and former
aides.

Trump has recently tried to dis-
tance himself from the 900-page
plan, which would remake the
federal government in his image,
removing key checks on his power
and purging the entire administra-
tion of officials who are not un-
swervingly loyal.

However, the plan tracks closely
with many of the policies Trump
and his closest advisers have said
they want to pursue.

The speech came amid a mush-
rooming controversy over resur-
faced remarks by Trump’s vice-
presidential candidate, JD Vance,
calling Democrats a “bunch of
childless cat ladies with miserable
lives”.

A series of opinion polls con-
ducted since Sunday, including
one by Reuters/Ipsos, showed
Harris and Trump beginning their
head-to-head contest on roughly
equal footing, setting the stage for
a close-fought campaign over the
next four-and-a-half months un-
til the November 5 election.

Comic-Con fans assemble as Marvel eyes
major reboot of superhero film francluse

this week, where a hugely anticipated Marvel

superhero film event is among the draws for
tens of thousands of hyped-up fans dressed as fantasy
heroes and sci-fi villains.

One of the world’s largest pop culture events,
Comic-Con began five decades ago a humble comic
book-themed gathering in a hotel basement, but to-
day draws vast crowds and A-list stars promoting new
movies and television shows.

Last year’s edition was dampened by Hollywood
strikes — which prevented actors from attending, and
quelled fan interest — but Comic-Con is expected to
draw 130,000 attendees back to the southern Califor-
nian city this time around.

The hottest ticket is the Marvel movies presentation
tomorrow night, at which parent company Disney is
expected to unveil plans to reboot its mega-grossing
superhero film franchise, after years of high-profile
missteps.

The Marvel movies dominated Hollywood and glo-
bal box offices for years, with 2019’s Avengers: End-
game briefly becoming the highest-grossing film of all
time at more than $2.79bn.

However, the past few years have brought more
flops than hits, as fans complained about over-com-
plicated plotlines and mourned the departure of fa-
vourite characters like Robert Downey Jr’s “Iron Man”.

And the franchise has been rocked by domestic vio-
lence revelations about actor Jonathan Majors, who
had been set to become the major new supervillain
across multiple films.

Majors, who was convicted for assaulting and har-
assing his then-girlfriend, has been dropped by Mar-
vel, but there is no word on who - or what - will re-
place him.

Tomorrow’s presentation is expected to reveal how
Disney will move forward without him, and has been
billed as a potential “make or break” moment by some
observers.

It will take place inside the 6,000-capacity Hall H,
where many camp in line for days to gain access.

“If the company wants to lure in anyone besides the
dwindling ranks of ... diehards, it needs to bring the
answer to these questions to Hall H” wrote Susana
Polo, for entertainment news outlet Polygon.

Also on the Comic-Con lineup from Disney are a
look at Alien: Romulus, the latest in the long-run-
ning sci-fi saga, and a “celebration” event for this

C omic-Con returns in full force to San Diego
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An attendee wearing a figurine of Remy from
Disney’s Ratatouille on the head is seen outside the
San Diego Convention Centre on the first day of
Comic-Con International in San Diego. - AFP

weekend’s major superhero release, the much-hyped
Deadpool & Wolverine.

Rival studio Warner, which runs the DC superhero
movies, is keeping a lower profile, but will offer a
glimpse at its Batman spinoff TV series The Penguin,
starring Colin Farrell.

Elsewhere, Those About To Die, a bloody romp
through Ancient Rome and its macabre world of char-
iot races and gladiator fights, starring Anthony Hop-
kins, will host multiple fan events.

Amazon’s Prime Video will lift the 1id on the second
season of its Lord of the Rings television series, which
aims to improve on the mixed reviews for its hugely
expensive debut season two years ago.

And following the success of recent video game
adaptations for the small screen such as Fallout and
The Last of Us, Amazon will take viewers into the un-
derworld of Japanese crime lords with Yakuza: Like a
Dragon, based on the hit games from Sega.

However, for many, Comic-Con is primarily a place
to dress up as Disney characters or fearsome samurai
warriors, and meet with like-minded fans to buy and
trade comic books.

Comic-Con runs from Thursday until Sunday. -
AFP
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Who'’s coming, who’s not at the Paris power show

AFP
Paris

rance is preparing to wel-
F come dozens of heads of state

and government, royalty
and US First Lady Jill Biden for the
Summer Olympics that begin with
a dazzling ceremony on the river
Seine today.

No Russian official representing
Vladimir Putin’s government has
been invited due to the Kremlin’s
war against Ukraine, while an Is-
raeli delegation will be heavily pro-
tected as tensions rage over Israel’s
continuing bombardment of Gaza
following the October 7 attack by
Hamas.

But with only a day to go, there is
still no confirmation that Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky will attend the opening of the
world’s biggest sporting event in
what would be a notable absence.

“We are ready to welcome the
world,” said Samuel Ducroquet,
France’s ambassador for Sports.

Russia, long a Summer Olym-
pics powerhouse, has been banned
from the Paris Games in response
to Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, now
in its third year, but a tiny squad of
neutral athletes will represent the
country.

A list of guests who will attend
a reception hosted by President
Emmanuel Macron at the Elysee
Palace today does not include Zel-
ensky’s name. There was no imme-
diate comment from Kyiv.

The new British Prime Minis-
ter, Keir Starmer, who is keen to
strengthen ties with France, will be
in the stands overlooking the Seine
to watch the river parade.

Paris 2024 “is a big event for
France but also for the UK;” said
Menna Rawlings, the British am-

Spain’s Minister of Education and Sports Pilar Alegria (left) listens as Spain’s King Felipe VI delivers a speech during a official reception for athletes
and other members of the Spanish Olympic team at the Spanish Embassy in Paris, on the eve of the opening ceremony of the Paris 2024 Olympic
Games, yesterday. Right: King Frederik X and Queen Mary participate in the opening of the Danish pavilion at the Maison du Danemark for the 2024
Olympics on Champs-Elysees. (AFP, Reuters)

bassador to France, adding that
around 500,000 tickets had been
sold in Britain.

Other European leaders ex-
pected to attend include German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Finland’s
President Alexander Stubb and
Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis.

Georgia will be represented by
both Prime Minister Irakli Koba-
khidze and President Salome Zura-
bishvili, and Moldovan President
Maia Sandu will also be in attend-
ance.

US President Joe Biden, 81, who
has announced he is dropping his
re-election bid and is recovering
from Covid, will not fly to Paris, but
US First Lady Jill Biden has con-
firmed her presence at the Games.

The closing ceremony will be
attended by Douglas Emhoff, the
husband of Vice-President Kamala
Harris, who is now in the running
for the White House.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog

Experts: Threat video fake of possible Russian origin

A video that has been widely shared on

social media showing a purported Palestinian
threatening attacks on France during the
Olympic Games in Paris is a fake and could be of
Russian origin, security sources and experts said

yesterday.

The video has emerged with France preparing to
stage an unprecedented opening ceremony along
with River Seine today and some sporting action
already under way since Wednesday.

The video, posted on social networks including X
and Telegram, shows a man with his face covered
by a keffiyeh scarf and only his eyes exposed
threatening “rivers of blood” during the Olympics.
With a Palestinian flag pinned to his front, the
man says such attacks will be retribution for what

will attend the ceremony under
heavy protection, despite protests
from Tehran. Herzog will also meet
Macron on the sidelines of the cer-
emony.

The head of the Palestinian Ol-

Olympics.

he describes as French support of Israel in its
war against Palestinian group Hamas in the Gaza
Strip and the presence of Israeli athletes at the

He finishes by brandishing a bloodied head which

appears to be that of Marianne, the symbol of the

ympic Committee, Jibril Rajoub,
will represent Palestinian Author-
ity leader Mahmoud Abbas.

Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince
Mohamed bin Salman and Emi-
rati President Sheikh Mohamed

French Republic.

But while the video was widely shared, many were
also quick to cast doubt on its authenticity, noting
it was not the style of groups like Hamas to make
such videos and also questioning the quality of
the speaker’s Arabic.

“The French secret services and their partners
have not been able to authenticate the veracity

of this video,” French Interior Minister Gerald
Darmanin said late Wednesday.

bin Zayed al-Nahyan are not on the
list of guests. Chinese President Xi
Jinping will skip the Paris edition
and be represented by Vice-Presi-
dent Han Zheng.

Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio

Chaos as climate activists halt traffic
at Frankfurt airport for two hours

AFP
Frankfurt

rankfurt police yesterday ar-
rested climate activists who

brought Germany’s busi-
est airport to a standstill by gluing
themselves to the tarmac.

Traffic was halted for two hours
during the busy summer holiday
season before the first of the air-
port’s landing runways was able to
operate again at 0502 GMT, said an
airport spokesman.

Seven activists had managed to
reach the runway where they glued
themselves onto the tarmac, a police
spokesman said. An eighth was still
trying to get through the perimeter
fence when he was detained.

Police were able to remove the ac-
tivists from the airport’s restricted
grounds by 0815 GMT. All eight were
placed under provisional arrest.

Climate activist group “Letzte

Generation” (Last Generation)
claimed responsibility for the civil
disobedience action.

Its members used pincers to cut
openings in the wire fence before
making their way “by foot, with

Police, security and medical staff parked their vehicles after activists of
the Letzte Generation (Last Generation) staged a demonstration near
the runways at the airport in Frankfurt yesterday. (Reuters)

bicycles and skateboards to differ-
ent points around the runways’; the
group said.

A photo circulated by the group
depicted a protester sitting on the
tarmac with an orange banner that
read: “Oil kills”,

The group is pushing for a binding
international accord that would lead
to an end in oil, gas and coal use by
2030.

Transport Minister Volker Wiss-
ing condemned the protests as
“criminal” “The climate activ-
ists are apparently seeking to bring
about maximum damage,’ he told
German media.

“The legislators must react with
maximum severity;” he added, call-
ing for prison terms of up to five
years in jail for those who storm air-
ports.

“Anyone who violently forces
their way into airports, occupies
runways and blocks airplanes is en-
dangering human lives,” he said.

Yesterday’s protest action came a
day after similar operations across
several European airports.

Activists from Letzte Generation
disrupted traffic at Cologne-Bonn
airport for several hours on Wednes-
day by gluing themselves on the tar-
mac.

Several climate protesters were
also arrested at London’s Heathrow
airport.

Some passengers caught up in the
protests at Frankfurt voiced their
frustration.

Australian couple Jen Jung, 32 and
Sam Smith, 33, who were heading to
Warsaw for a wedding said they had
had to scramble to rebook after their
flight was cancelled.

“We understand that you have
a point of view and you want to
help the environment;” said Smith.
“The thing is, pushing your point
across to the point where everyone
is affected... it’s not always the best
idea”

Butcher Heiko Schoene, 56,
voiced his dismay when after learn-

ing that his flight to Zurich, where
he and his family had a connecting
flight to the Dominican Republic,
had been cancelled.

“Obviously the shock and anger is
great... because we saved up all year
for our vacation and were happy to
be able to finally go on holiday;” he
said.

But doctor Ruth Zeilen-Boehle,
69, found the protests “necessary
because too little is being done for
the climate”

While her flight was not can-
celled, even if she had been affected,
“Iwould have accepted it’} she said.

The protest organisers are part of
the A22 Network of groups commit -
ted to non-violent climate protests.
It said it was planning to disrupt
airports in several countries in the
coming months.

Global aviation is responsible for
around 2.5% of global carbon emis-
sions, more than the annual carbon
footprint of Brazil and France com-
bined.

Last Generation is known for
mounting eye-catching protests —
from throwing mashed potatoes at
paintings in museums to glueing
themselves on busy roads.

Lula da Silva has entrusted his wife
Rosangela with representing the
nation, but Argentine leader Javier
Milei and Colombia’s Gustavo
Petro have confirmed their attend-
ance.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi are not on the
Elysee list of guests.

Brice Oligui Nguema of Gabon
and Faustin Archange Touadera of
the Central African Republic will
both be present. The attendance of
Cameroonian leader Paul Biya and
Rwandan President Paul Kagame
has also been confirmed.

The new Senegalese Presi-
dent, Bassirou Diomaye Faye, will
be there but South Africa’s Cyril
Ramaphosa will skip the event.

The opening ceremony will co-
incide with the first anniversary of
a coup that ousted Niger’s Presi-
dent Mohamed Bazoum, and the
country will be represented by
sports ministry official Abdoulaye
Mohamadou.

Britain’s Princess Anne, sister of
King Charles III, and Prince Albert
of Monaco arrived on Monday to
attend the IOC meeting, as both
countries are IOC members.

The King of Spain, Felipe VI, is
also expected. Denmark will be
represented by King Frederik X and
Queen Mary as well as Princess
Benedikte, the sovereign’s octoge-
narian aunt.

Wars in Ukraine, Gaza, Sudan,
the Democratic Republic of Congo
and other places are not expected
to stop, but the Olympics will be an
opportunity for intense diplomatic
activity.

Today, UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres is expected to
urge nations to “lay down their
arms”, and Macron has also called
for “an Olympic truce”.

German politicians
demand better
airport security

German politicians demanded
better protection for the country’s
airports yesterday after climate
activists were able to breach fences
and disrupt air traffic for the second
day in arow.

German Interior Minister Nancy
Faeser, whose ministry wants to
punish unauthorised airfield access
with up to two years in jail, criticised
the blockades as “dangerous, dumb
and criminal” as well as airport
operators for not better securing
their sites. “Airport operators must
do more to protect their facilities,
and we are in close contact with the
firms on this,” she said.

Similar actions at other European
airports, including London, Vienna,
Oslo and Zurich, had been foiled

by authorities. “The damage to the
economy and society is immense.
That is why the judiciary and
authorities must take much more
consistent action,” said German
flagship airline Lufthansa in a
statement.

That includes tough and swift
penalties and increased police
precautionary measures to prevent
such offences, it said.

Roman Poseck, the opposition
Christian Democrat (CDU) interior
minister of the state of Hesse,
where Frankfurt is located, called
for a review of airport security,
taking aim at operator Fraport,
which is responsible for external
protection.

As it rolls across Italy’s central
regions, a vintage diesel
locomotive towing carriages
from the 1930s and 1950s
crosses the forests of the Majella
National park and the Abruzzo
highlands, giving tourists on
board a glimpse of hidden
hamlets.

Across its just over 100km, the
so-called Italian Transiberian
rail line, also known as the Park
Railway, slips into gorges, snakes
into 58 tunnels and braves huge
viaducts.

It was the first of some 1,000km
of line to have re-opened under
a project by Fondazione FS, part
of state-controlled national rail
company Ferrovie dello Stato
(FS).

The “Timeless tracks” project
takes tourists to forgotten parts
of Italy, offering an alternative to
the fast-paced, mass tourism of
the major cities.

“These are tracks that have
lived through different eras,
they have carried soldiers to
the front, cows to pasture... they
were mistakenly considered
unproductive during the 1960s
and 70s but are now once again
of value,” Luigi Cantamessa,
who heads Fondazione FS, told
Reuters.

Italy’s vintage tra
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Passengers pose for a selfie in front of a

Sulmona on the way to Palena. (Reuters)

Inspired by train travel in
Switzerland, the project now
carries 45,000 tourists a year
across its 13 lines. Fondazione FS
expects to open two new ones
by 2026, both in the southern
region of Sicily.

“What were considered to be
the dry branches of Italy’s train
network, have now proved to be
the green shoots,” Cantamessa
added.

“People are used to cities

and places, like Florence, that
everyone knows.. but then there

are other areas that need to be
discovered. (This) is the right
kind of tourism that does not
spoil the authenticity of places,”
said Norma Pagiotti, a 28-year-
old from Florence travelling on
the train with two friends.

With arrival numbers above
pre-pandemic levels, popular
European travel destinations
including Venice have
introduced measures aimed

at managing visitor numbers
amid rising concerns about
overcrowding.
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vintage train in Palena. Right: A passenger travels onboard a vintage train that departed from

“The train reminds me of my
youth, | feel a bit nostalgic for
the things of the past, which
were simpler, now everything is
fast, short-lived,” says Caterina
Quaranta, from Taranto in
southern Italy, sitting on the
wooden seats of the train.

The trips attract Italians and
foreigners, a lot of families

and children, younger people
who get off to hike and cycle,
and older people “who have
time to spare”, explained Laura
Colaprete, a local guide.

“It’s for those who don’t

want mass market, cluttered
destinations. A conscious
traveller, who is looking for
something special,” said
Cantamessa of Fondazione FS.
“These are not trips that serve
you frozen pizza for lunch,” he
added.

After climbing up almost

1,000 metres in altitude, the
Transiberian’s first stop is in
Palena, a medieval hill-top town
known for its breathtaking views
over the national park.

urits off beaten track

Traditional folk music
accompanies people getting off
the train, with local delicacies
such as lamb skewers and

soft pancakes made with an

iron mould, known as pizzelle,
and products by local artisans
awaiting them at the station.
“The train helps several small
towns around here. This line was
a dead line before,” said Gino
Toppi, 60, as he helped his wife
with the food stall in the small
station.

Milan’s Bocconi University
recently estimated that for every
euro spent by passengers on
tickets — which cost between
€30 and €70 ($32.50-$76) — up
to a further €3 are spent on
food, accommodation, tours and
souvenirs.

That helps to support the
economy of villages that have
long lost population due to the
dwindling birth rate and younger
people leaving for the bigger
cities

“There certainly are benefits, this
is a way to show my products,”
said Annalisa Cantelmi, a
herbalist.

“These tourists are slowly
discovering these new
territories, their traditions and
people,” she added.
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Living in harmony with our surroundings

water” Or even “no swimming - pol-

luted water” But “do not touch the wa-
ter”!? Something about that sign, and the
reality it pointed to seemed deeply, irrevo-
cably wrong. The fact that it was the near-
est campground to Disneyland somehow
made the whole situation even creepier.

The memory of that toxic waste dump
campground remained with me for years.
I gradually realised that the place was not
just the perfect anti-campground, but
also an image of anti-paradise: a place
where the flowing water is too filthy to be
used to purify ourselves before prayer, and
where the natural plants and creatures are
poisoned and dying.

The Qur’an tells us that the Paradise
promised to believers is a garden with
rivers flowing beneath. It is filled with
fruits and flowers and growing things,
offering nectar better than the finest
earthly wine, and beauties and pleasures
beyond earthly imagination. While we
can never create such a perfect paradise
on earth, Muslim architects, land-use
planners and artists have sometimes
used this image as a model for their
efforts to preserve and celebrate the
natural beauty of creation. Why not?
The Qur’an tells us that all of nature is
a sign of Allah, reflecting some of His
mercy and magnificence.

Indeed, all of nature, in the Islamic
view, is in a state of continuous worship.
Trees and grasses, fish and animals, are
all bending in a sweet, invisible breeze
that wafts their worship back toward their
Creator. Human beings can learn from
this process and seek harmony with it by
joining creation in worship of the Lord of
all worlds and creation. Or else, they can
obstinately rebel, imagining themselves
cut off and self-sufficient, and persist in
transgressing the bounds that Allah has
set for them until the inevitable payment
comes due.

In contrast to the prevailing view of
nature in the West as a savage, fallen
chaos that must be tamed by conquest,
Islam insists that nature is respected and
invites humans to learn from it and join it
in harmonious coexistence.

The polluted-campground experience
awakened me to the fact that something
is very wrong with the way of life that
produced such a place, and that Islam
holds the keys to understanding the
root causes and solutions of our current
environmental dilemma. It convinced
me that we Muslims should be putting
Islamic environmental activism at the
very top of our social and personal

Icould understand “do not drink the

o u

prodigality is a matter of the highest importance

agenda. Our planet is in a state of envi-
ronmental crisis, and as Muslims we are
the custodians of Allah’s last revelation,
arevelation that gives humanity the
knowledge and inspiration it needs to
live in peace and harmony - in this life
and the next.

The Qur’anic solution to the problem
of environment is, in a word, holistic and
comprehensive. Living a truly Islamic life
requires avoiding the evils of extravagance
and the insanity of materialism, and that
we attain harmony with our surroundings
and have compassion for other creatures.

It all begins, however, with the right
orientation towards life: complete
submission to Allah, The One Creator of
all, and that this submission should be
marked by pious awe, loving gratitude,
inner peace, the struggle to do good,
and the constant awareness that Allah is
greater than any aspect of His creation.
The Qur’anic orientation provides the
key to restoring the lost balance between
humans, nature, and The One who created
both (i.e .Allah)

Materialists and atheists say that noth-
ing is sacred, which implies that there are
no limits to what humans can do to gratify

their material desires. Materialist culture,
as my wise humanities professor once
said, has two distinguishing characteris-
tics: A tremendous drive to achieve more
and more control over the natural world,
and an equally energetic drive to re-make
and perfect human society.

Humans as trustees and keepers of
the Earth

Islam teaches that we are the succes-
sors and trustees of Allah on this beautiful
earth, not prisoners in a flawed world that
needs to be radically re-made. As succes-
sors, our task is to preserve and appreci-
ate the beauty and goodness we find, in
grateful submission to its Creator. All of
our planet’s scientists are needed for a
more obvious and simple task: Taking care
of the planet Allah has given us, and tak-
ing care of our fellow human beings. This
means finding ways to live, and live well,
while expending far less physical energy,
and making far less obtrusive changes
to our physical environment, than is
customary today. It means finding ways
to redistribute the planet’s wealth more
equitably, in the environment of zero
economic growth or even negative growth
that will surely be upon us in just a few

Loving Allah’s creation

that Islam’s spiritual orientation
and its concrete rules for social

and economic life, offer potential solu-
tions to concrete problems that face us.

Islam asks us to submit to Allah, to
bend toward our creator as a reed bends
in the wind. Put in another way, this
suggests we should live with divinely-
ordained nature, not opposed to it. We
should not strive to create radically
artificial environments, but instead
adapt ourselves more flexibly to the
natural environments we have. Allah
has made this easy for us in many ways:
We have been given a lunar calendar to
keep us in touch with the natural lunar
rhythms, and a daily time-keeping sys-
tem based on the sun, whose position
is the key to the timing of the five daily.
By orienting our time-frame around
these divinely provided systems, we
automatically move in harmony with
the solar and lunar rhythms that are,
according to the Qur’an, among the
most powerful signs of Allah.

At amore mundane level, we have
to ask ourselves questions like: Does
living in harmony with nature mean
that we should give up air conditioning?
Certainly if we attain gratitude and inner
peace by the grace of Allah, we will be less
desperate to make every last detail of our
physical existence as comfortable and
luxurious as possible. Since air condi-
tioning will always be a luxury that only a
tiny percentage of the world’s population
will ever be able to afford, perhaps we
should at least be frugal (and grateful) in
our use of it, and try to use our wealth to
feed our hungry fellow human beings.
Likewise, we should build modestly with
local, natural materials, and eat modestly
with locally-grown, natural foods. We
should use mechanical transport with
moderation, relying as much as pos-
sible on such healthy, pollution-free,
non-fossil fuel burning means as walking
and bicycling, and as little as possible on
private automobiles.

Let us think about some of the ways

Social and Political Activism

None of these individual actions,
however, will save the planet if it
continues to be dominated by ruthless
exploiters. We need to become Islamic-
environmental activists, organising and
agitating for both Islamic and environ-
mental causes and showing how the
two are closely linked. By demonstrat -
ing concern for our planet, and a com-
mitment to finding solutions, we will
be spreading a positive image of Islam
to all. Together, the rising army of eco-
warriors and the awakening Muslim
Ummah will carry the green banners of
Islam and environmentalism to every
corner of the planet, creating the basis
for the sustainable, balanced, harmoni-
ous society of the future.

Qur’anic Concepts: The Deepest,
Purest Source of Environmental
Wisdom

Meezaan “Balance”

Literally “the scale of balance.” The
word Meezaan expresses the har-
mony of Allah’s creation. It expresses
the perfect equilibrium and absolute
justice of creation, which humans, as
successors are obliged to help maintain.
Allah says (what means): “The sun and
moon revolve to a reckoning/and the
grasses and trees bow in adoration/He
raised the sky and set the balance/so
that none may transgress against the
balance” [Qur’an, 55:5-8]

Humans must help maintain the
cosmic balance by acting justly toward
nature as well as toward each other.
The built environment and the natural
environment should be in perfect
harmony, as suggested by the fact that
Meezaan also means, “ground design”
in architecture. Traditional Islamic ar-
chitecture, especially masjid architec-
ture, harmonises building, landscape
and sky in many marvellous ways.

The most famous and influential 20th
century architect, Frank Lloyd Wright,
drew heavily on traditional Islamic ar-
chitecture as he revolutionised Western
architecture. Wright refused to build
the usual rectangular boxes that squat
like alien presences on the landscape.
Instead, he used graceful Islamic-de-
rived forms to harmonise and balance
indoors with outdoors, building with
landscape, and humanity with the rest
of creation.

Ayah, “Sign”

The word ayah means, “sign” as
well as “Qur’anic verse!” The first way
the early Muslims recognised that the
Qur’an is the word of Allah was due
to the miraculous beauty of its verses.
Likewise the Qur’an invites us to look at
the beautiful world around us as a sign
pointing to its Creator. We are meant to
“read” these signs and gain ever-deep-
er knowledge and appreciation both
of creation itself, and especially of the
Creator Who set such signs before us.

The Qur’anic revelation began with
the command “igra’” “read!” This
commanded Allah’s last messenger,
Muhammad, to begin reading/reciting
the words of Allah. It also commanded
the people to whom the message was
sent to become literate - and within a
few generations Arabic, with the Qur’an
as its central influence, had become
the world’s leading written medium of
expression. Finally, at the most general
level, “igra’!” commanded all humans
to “read” the book of Allah’s creation
to decipher its truth and beauty, which
always points beyond itself toward its
Creator. If we look at the world around

us as an ever-shifting panorama of
signs of Allah, rather than as a mean-
ingless heap of dumb brute matter, we
will contemplate it with awe and act
as cautious and respectful stewards
rather than hyperactive, transgressive
exploiters.

Haraam, “Forbidden, Off- Limits”

The concept of Haraam, whose legal
meaning is “forbidden,” suggests the
necessity of setting limits that must
not be transgressed. Traditionally the
“Haraam” was the intimate part of the
house which was off-limits to strangers
and casual visitors. Westerners, colo-
nialists, wishing to transgress whatever
limits they found in the lands they
invaded, projected their own fantasies
upon the private areas of the Muslim
home, turning this innocent word into
the salacious English word “Haraam.”
But the original word Haraam, with its
implication that limits sometimes need
to be drawn, is the word Western cul -
ture really needs to borrow from Islam.

Among the places where limits need
to be drawn, and spaces set aside, are
the earth’s remaining natural areas. Na-
ture parks, game preserves, wilderness
areas, and so on are absolutely essential
to the future of our planet. Yet when
a secular government says, “Don’t
transgress in this area because the law
says so”, many people, driven by greed
or desperation, will not listen. Under
an Islamic system, when an area is de-
clared Haraam, and Qur’anic precepts
invoked to protect it, Muslims will be
much more likely to sacrifice their im-
mediate self-interest and respect the
lines that must not be crossed.

This is just one example of how sa-
cred law, which touches our hearts and
carries Allah’s imprimatur, is more ef-
fective than secular law, which requires
ever-greater armies of ever-more-
corrupt police, soldiers, bureaucrats
and prisons to try to enforce it. In
the absence of Allah’s guidance, man
imagines himself self-sufficient and
is driven to violate limits. Allah says
(what means): “No! (But) indeed, man
transgresses, because he sees himself
self-sufficient. Indeed, to your Lord is
the return” [Qur’an, 96:6-8].

When humans understand that they
are not self-sufficient, but utterly help-
less and dependent on a marvellously
beautiful and unimaginably complex
natural world - a natural world which,
like us, is utterly dependent on Allah
for the tiniest nanosecond or smallest
subatomic particle of its existence -
they will be overtaken by awe and ac-
cept the limits that sustain the balance
(Meezaan) of Allah’s creation.

Article source: http://www.islamweb.
net/emainpage/

Both the Qur’a and Sunnah make it absolutely clear that avoiding waste and

short years, when oil production peaks
and starts to decline.

“Allah loves not the wasters”

So, too, is the Islamic injunction:

“Waste not!” Both the Qur’an and Sunnah

make it absolutely clear that avoiding
waste and prodigality is a matter of the
highest importance. For example, Allah
says (what means) : “Do not be extrava-

gant, for Allah does not love the wasteful”

[Qur’an, 96:141].

And He Says (what means): “But
waste not by excess, for Allah loves not
the wasters” [Qur’an, 7:31]. And (what
means): “Squander not in the manner
of a spendthrift. For wasters are the

brothers of the Satan, and the Satan is to

his Lord ungrateful” [Qur’an, 17:26-27].
Here we see that the root of wasting is
ingratitude: those who respond to the
marvelous beauty and bounty of Al-

lah with gratitude and amazement are
happy with a little, while the ungrate-
ful one is never satisfied no matter how
much he has, so he abandons himself to

an ever-increasing cycle of consumption

and waste. If humanity is to survive,
it will have to move from the spiritual
state of ingratitude to gratitude and

give up its wasteful ways, as the Qur’an
urges.

Conserving food and water

Along with this Qur’anic teaching, the
Sunnah (prophetic tradition) provides us
with the best example of living in a state of
gratitude and avoiding waste. The Prophet
Muhammad, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam,
was famous for his attention to conserving
and avoiding waste. He was careful not
to waste a crumb of food, licking the last
morsel from the utensils so that nothing
would go to waste. He urged believers to
avoid using more water than necessary
when performing an act of worship like
ablution. If we must be careful not to
waste a drop of water in our ablutions,
how much more necessary must it be to
avoid waste in less-important activities.

Unfortunately the dominant way of life
among well-off people everywhere, espe -
cially in the West, is marked by unbeliev-
able waste and extravagance. We eat more
than what is good for us, buy things we do
not really need, throw away things that
either still work or could be repaired, buy
over-sized large vehicles and drive short
distances instead of walking or bicycling,
build larger houses than we need and
heat and cool them far beyond minimal
comfort standards, waste huge amounts
of water maintaining herbicide-sprinkled
lawns and golf courses, and so on.

In perhaps the single most absurd
display of extravagance in all history, we
are, in the US, currently burning up fossil
fuels at arate that will ensure that our
economy, our environment, or both will
completely collapse in the near future.
This lunatic way of life, whose seductive
pleasures and comforts disguise its utter
madness, its complete lack of sustainabil -
ity, was not developed by Muslims.

To be true to our religion, we must
change our ways, and make an effort to
conserve, educate, and build alternative
institutions to mitigate and help cope with
the coming economic and environmental
meltdown, preserve and strengthen of our
Islamic communities and institutions, and
think about how they can be of service
in the struggle to help humanity exercise
responsible stewardship over our corner
of creation.

(This article was written by an
American Muslim)

Article source: http://www.islamweb.net/
emainpage/

wislamweb.net

English

Tawheed: a powerful
message of unity

llah’s Tawheed or Unity is central to
Athe Qur’anic message, and with that

unity comes perfect justice. The idea
that everything in this world, indeed every-
thing in all of the many worlds that surround
us in space and time, and perhaps other
dimensions as well, stems from a single
source, is a powerful message of unity.

Since all of us, and everything around
us, are creations of the one Creator - Al-
lah, we must respect the hidden unity that
links the many to The One, and recognise
that whatever we do to that which is out-
side of ourselves, we are ultimately doing
to ourselves. If we abuse other people, we
abuse ourselves—though the full effects of
that abuse may not be apparent until the
last day. Likewise, if we abuse nature, we
also abuse ourselves, and the conse-
quences of that abuse will in the end be
fully felt, and perfect justice dispensed by
Allah when we return to Him.

Those who reject this knowledge ration-
alise their behaviour by saying, “Well, 'm
not going to curb my wasteful lifestyle
now, because this catastrophe you’re pre-
dicting probably won’t happen during my
lifetime.” They do not believe that they will
suffer the full consequences of their own
actions. But the Qur’an stands as a clear
warning that this is not the case, amplify-
ing the inner voice of conscience Allah
built into our deepest nature: “Then each
will see what he had done in the past; and
they will turn to Allah, their true Lord, and
all the lies they had fabricated will be of
no avail to them.” [Qur’an, 10:301

2Zuhd, “Renunciation, asceticism”

Zuhd is an especially hard word to
translate into English because the closest
cognate, asceticism, carries traces of
Christian attempts to “mortify the flesh.”
Mortification implies self-torture aimed at
making us feel revulsion for our physical,
earthbound existence. Islam, however, has
no such tradition of self-torture. Instead,
Zuhd describes a balanced, judicious
approach to abstaining from excesses of
ease, comfort and pleasure-seeking, in
order to detach the soul from potential ad-
dictions and instead turn towards Allah.

The wise detachment of Zuhd is meant
to be practiced not just by a few self-flag-
ellating monks in hair shirts, but by each
and every Muslim. That is why Ramadan
is a universal requirement, not an option:
Fasting is a perfect lesson in moderation
and self-control, as well as compassion
for the less-fortunate. This moderate,
universal Zuhd could, Allah willing, help us
create a genuinely sustainable world, by
healing the current order at both the spir-
itual and physical levels. (These two levels,
of course, are intimately connected.)

Zuhd teaches us that giving up our ex-
cesses is a blessing, not a curse — especial-

ly if we do it voluntarily, rather than waiting
for Allah-given natural limits to do it for us.
In practising Zuhd, we are following a very
important Sunnah. Though the leader of a
powerful, rapidly-expanding community,
the Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu ‘alaihi
wa sallam, lived and died in a small, hardly-
furnished house, leaving behind virtually
no material possessions. He was moder-
ate in his consumption of food and drink,
careful not to waste a drop of water when
performing ablutions, fasted frequently,
and prayed devoutly late into the night. Let
us pray that humanity soon discovers the
wisdom of his example.

Fardh, ‘Obligation’

Islam prescribes certain specific obliga-
tions: prayer, fasting, bearing witness that
there is none worthy of worship but Allah
and that Muhammad is the messenger of
Allah, paying alms giving, and performing
pilgrimage are the best known. Fardh has
been viewed by some scholars as involv-
ing general as well as specific obligations,
that is, obligations from Allah that may
not be specific enough to be enforceable
by the community: being charitable, just,
and merciful, remembering Allah, putting
ones family, community, and planet ahead
of oneself, and so on could be viewed as
obligations in the general sense.

In the more common, specifically legal
sense of fardh, there are obligations
incumbent on everyone (fardh al-ayn) and
others that can be fulfilled for the whole
community by some of its members
(fardh al-kifaayah). Because these obliga-
tions are from Allah, they demand to be
taken seriously. Thus the Islamic world-
view emphasises the notion of obligation,
in contrast to the Western preoccupation
with individualism and rights at the ex-
pense of obligations and responsibilities.

The notion of obligation is obviously
essential to any serious attempt to save
our environment. If we are governed by the
principle of individual “rights” we will not
want to infringe on anyone’s “right” to con-
sume more and more material goods—and
to cut down forests, dig mines, extermi-
nate animals, spew pollutants, and ravage
ecosystems in pursuit of those goods. An
ethic built on obligations before rights, like
the Islamic ethic, seems better suited to a
world in which billions people pursuing their
“right” to unlimited material consumption
will spell doom for the planet as a whole.

In particular, the obligation of the for-
tunate to care for the less fortunate must
be universally acknowledged if we are to
limit planetary consumption in a humane,
rational manner. Clearly the Islamic ethic of
obligation is well suited to saving the world.

Article source: http://www.islamweb.net/
emainpage/
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Lame duck
Biden could still
have an impact

When Joe Biden finally recovers from Covid at his beach house
and returns to the Oval Office, likely later this week, he risks
being the lamest of lame ducks for his remaining six months in
office.

But the 81-year-old, smarting from the humiliation of having
to drop his re-election bid, could still influence the success of
Vice-President Kamala Harris’s campaign and push to resolve key
foreign policy issues.

“We're not quite lame duck. It’s wounded duck,” Peter Loge,
director of George Washington University’s School of Media and
Public Affairs, told AFP.

All US presidents leaving office face a period of limbo between
election day in November and inauguration day in January.

For Biden, however, an unusually long period of some 100 days
looms when voters, politicians and foreign leaders will all have
their eyes on the horizon instead of on him.

Yet Biden’s pledge in his stepping-down letter on Sunday
to “focus solely on fulfilling my duties as president for the
remainder of my term” does not have to be an empty one.

“He’s still the president of the United States, he’s in charge. He
obviously wants to do things that set Vice-President Harris up for
success,” said Loge.

That puts the onus on Biden to keep pushing the key domestic
threads that have run though his presidency, such as lowering
inflation, keeping unemployment down and dealing with high
pharmaceutical prices.

Crucially, Biden can
still appoint judges who
could then stay in place for
decades.

This remains a key
lever of power in a deeply
polarised country where
an increasingly politicised
judiciary decides on issues
like women’s rights.

“He has areal incentive
to end strong, so that
Harris can look strong
until November” as she
faces Republican former
president Donald Trump,
added Loge.

With seemingly
intractable wars raging in
Gaza and Ukraine, Biden
may also turn his focus
abroad for his final days in
the Oval Office.

“What I would expect is that Biden will concentrate on foreign
affairs,” David Karol, who teaches government and politics at the
University of Maryland, told AFP.

“Presidents have made major moves in foreign policy in the
lame duck phase,” he said, citing among others George HW Bush’s
decision to remove US troops from Somalia in the dying days of
his one-term presidency.

A major prize would be a ceasefire in Gaza, which Israel has
pounded.

Biden risks highlighting his lame-duck status with a planned
meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu this
week — if his recovery from Covid allows it.

The two leaders have had strained relations over Netanyahu’s
conduct of the war.

But a deal would be “helpful” to Harris’s candidacy “because
that issue has proven divisive in the Democratic Party,” said
Karol. “And she’s maybe a little less tied to the policy than he is.”

On Ukraine, Biden may be keen to secure the multi-billion-
dollar aid package for Kyiv’s fight against Russia, amid fears that
if Republican Donald Trump wins he could abandon it.

The one final power that an outgoing president can wield is
potentially the most sweeping, but also the most controversial —
the presidential pardon.

Biden’s beloved but troubled son Hunter was convicted in
June on charges of lying about his drug addiction while buying a
handgun, and faces up to 25 years in prison.

Candidate Biden pledged not to pardon 54 -year-old Hunter or
commute any sentence — but his thinking could change post drop
out, and in an election race like no other in modern US history,
anything is possible. — AFP
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Of a president rejecting

the drug of power

Itis a sign of strength to admit to limitations, to listen to
reason, and to recognise the will of the majority

By Nina L Khrushcheva
New York

‘ We cling to power as a flea
clings to a collar,” Soviet
leader Nikita Khrushchev,
my great-grandfather,
declared in 1957. To make his
point, he asked his audience
of shocked Communist Party
apparatchiks what the average
retirement age was. “Mid-
sixties,” someone replied. The
63-year-old Khrushchev joked
that he was getting up there and
wanted to sip tea peacefully as a
pensioner, not to head straight
from the Kremlin to the grave. US
President Joe Biden apparently
got the memo.

To be sure, a US president is not
the same as a Soviet dictator (at
least for now). Khrushchev was
operating within an authoritarian
system in which transfers of
power typically followed funerals,
not elections. In his case, it was
a coup that ultimately brought
about change: his colleagues
ousted him in 1964, partly
because they did not want to lose
power if he stepped down.

But relinquishing power is
difficult when nothing is forcing
you to do so. That was true
even for Khrushchev, who was
so convinced of its importance
that he sought to enshrine term
limits in the Soviet constitution.

Though he had planned to step
aside in 1965, he admitted in
retirement that he probably
wouldn’t have had the courage
to follow through, because he
had goals - opening up the
Soviet Union’s borders, easing
censorship, ending the Cold War
- that no successor was likely to
pursue.

Khrushchev’s fears were hardly
unfounded: these changes ended
up taking place only 20 years
later, during Mikhail Gorbachev’s
perestroika era. But one must
wonder whether Khrushchev -
who was 70 when he was ousted,
and had already presided over
a despotic system for almost a
decade - would have had the
will, let alone the flexibility, to
continue to push through those
reforms, even if he had remained
in power.

Stepping down did not come
easily to Biden, either. He had
faced intensifying pressure
to suspend his presidential
campaign over concerns about
his age and mental acuity ever
since his faltering performance
in a debate with the Republican
presidential nominee, Donald
Trump, in late June. But, for
nearly a month, he resisted.

Some of Biden’s arguments
for staying in the race had some
merit: his governance record from
the last three and a half years
is impressive, and only he has

defeated Trump in a presidential
election. But other arguments -
for example, that he stands for
American democracy (as if other
Democrats don’t) — were far
flimsier. Perhaps the psychology
of power in autocracies and
democracies is more similar than
we like to admit, with those on top
coming to believe that theirs is the
best - or even the only - way.

Absolute power corrupts
absolutely. That is the kind of
power Khrushchev had, and he
was corrupted by it. The danger
of such corruption is less acute
in a democracy, thanks not only
to formal constraints on power,
such as elections and term limits,
but also to the central role of
persuasion, co-operation, and
consultation with allies and
colleagues. But it still takes
tremendous force of will to cede
power voluntarily.

Given this, Biden should be
commended for dropping out
of the presidential race and
endorsing his vice president,
Kamala Harris, as the Democratic
Party’s nominee. It is a sign of
strength to admit to limitations,
to listen to reason, and to
recognise the will of the majority.

This is something the Kremlin’s
propagandists — who have been
presenting Biden’s decision as a
sign of weakness, while repeatedly
highlighting Republican
demands that he also step down

US President Joe Biden arrives at Joint Base Andrews in Maryland on Tuesday. Biden returned to the White
House after spending nearly a week at his personal residence recovering from Covid and for the first time since
dropping his re-election bid. (AFP)

immediately as president - do
not understand. Their “fearless
leader” Vladimir Putin, who has
ruled Russia for a quarter-century
now, would never bow to such
pressure.

When Putin faced mass
protests over his decision to
return for a third presidential
term in 2012, after serving as
prime minister for four years,
he faced intense pressure to
quit (or so I was told by Kremlin
insiders at the time). But Putin
was committed to upholding his
reputation as a “macho man,” and
refused to back down. Since then,
he has turned more authoritarian
with each passing year.

Putin’s stubborn refusal to
change course has also been
on display in Ukraine. After
it became apparent that the
full-scale invasion of February
2022 would not yield a quick
victory, he doubled down, making
nuclear threats and annexing
four partially occupied regions
of Ukraine (Donetsk, Kherson,
Luhansk, and Zaporizhzhia).

The irony is that Putin did not
initially plan to stay in power for
long. He was supposed simply
to consolidate his predecessor
Boris Yeltsin’s legacy, before
moving on to some cushy job as,
say, a Gazprom executive. But
as Andrei Sakharov - the Soviet
nuclear physicist and human-
rights activist who received
a Nobel Peace Prize in 1975 -
supposedly used to say, the kiss
of the Kremlin’s power is deadly.
If it could corrupt Khrushcheyv,
who genuinely believed in the
rotation of power, it was virtually
guaranteed to infect Putin, a
former KGB boss.

“The young will sign papers
even better than we, the oldies,
do,” Khrushchev once quipped,
“and won’t forgive us if we don’t
step aside.” But, as long as Putin
remains in control, he will have
no need for anyone’s forgiveness.
So, damn the young. Damn all
Russians. Damn education, the
economy, cultural and scientific
exchanges, and good international
relations. Damn Russia’s future.

By stepping aside to let a
younger candidate take over,
Biden has prioritised America’s
interests over his own desire
tolead. The decision reflects a
humility that is far more likely
to be found among democratic
leaders than authoritarians. But
as Trump has shown - such as
with his efforts to overturn the
2020 election and his vow to be
adictator “on day one” - such
humility is never guaranteed. —
Project Syndicate

o Nina L Khrushcheva, Professor
of International Affairs at The
New School, is the co-author
(with Jeffrey Tayler) of In Putin’s
Footsteps: Searching for the Soul
of an Empire Across Russia’s
Eleven Time Zones.
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Zuckerberg aims to rival OpenAl,
Google with new Llama AI model

By Kurt Wagner and Emily Chang
Bloomberg

acebook parent company Meta
Platforms Inc debuted a new and
powerful Al model that Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Mark Zuckerberg
called “state of the art” and said will rival
similar offerings from competitors like
OpenAl and Alphabet Inc’s Google.

The new model released on Tuesday,
called Llama 3.1, took several months to
train and hundreds of millions of dollars
of computing power. The company said it
represents a major update from Llama 3,
which came out in April.

“I think the most important product for
an Al assistant is going to be how smart it
is,” Zuckerberg said during an interview on
the Bloomberg Originals series The Circuit
with Emily Chang. “The Llama models
that we’re building are some of the most
advanced in the world” Meta is already
working on Llama 4, Zuckerberg added.

This is a modal window. The media
could not be loaded, either because the
server or network failed or because the
format is not supported.

Meta executives say that the model,
which is primarily used to power
chatbots both within Meta and by outside
developers, has a wide range of new
capabilities, including improved reasoning
to help solve complex math problems or
instantly synthesise an entire book of
text. It also has generative Al features that
can create images on demand through
text prompts. A feature called “Imagine
Yourself” lets users upload an image of
their face, which can then be used to
create depictions of them in different
scenes and scenarios.

Meta uses its Llama models to power its
Al chatbot, called Meta AI, which operates

What the temperature doesn’t tell

‘The Llama models that we’re building are some of the most advanced in the world’,
says Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg.

inside its apps, including Instagram and
WhatsApp, and also as a separate web
product. Zuckerberg said that Meta has
“hundreds of millions” of users for its
chatbot, and expects it will be the most
widely used chatbot in the world by the
end of the year. He expects that others
outside of Meta will use Llama to train
their own AT models.

“It’s just gonna be this teacher that
allows so many different organisations
to create their own models rather than
having to rely on the kind of off-the-shelf
ones that the other guys are selling,” he
said.

Meta’s investments in AT have been
steep. Zuckerberg said that Meta’s Llama
3 models cost “hundreds of millions of

dollars” in computing power to train, but
that he expects future models will cost
even more. “Going forward it’s going to
be billions and many billions of dollars of
compute” power, he said.

Meta in 2023 tried to reign in some of its
spending on futuristic technologies and
management layers, cutting thousands
of jobs in what Zuckerberg dubbed the
“year of efficiency.” But Zuckerberg is still
willing to spend on the Al arms race.

“I think that there’s a meaningful
chance that alot of the companies are
over-building now, and that you’ll look
back and you're like, ‘oh, we maybe all
spent some number of billions of dollars
more than we had to,” Zuckerberg said.

“On the flip side, I actually think all the

companies that are investing are making a
rational decision, because the downside of
being behind is that you’re out of position
for like the most important technology for
the next 10 to 15 years.”

After all the investment, Meta makes
the technology behind Llama available for
the public to use for free, so long as they
adhere to the company’s “acceptable use
policy”

Zuckerberg hopes the open-access
strategy will help make the company’s
work the foundation of other successful
startups and products, giving Meta greater
sway in how the industry moves forward.

“If Alis going to be as important in
the future as mobile platforms are, then
Ijust don’t want to be in the position
where we’re accessing Al through”

a competitor, said Zuckerberg, who

has long been frustrated with Meta’s
reliance on distributing its social media
apps on phones and operating systems
from Google and Apple Inc. “We're a
technology company and we need to

be able to kind of build stuff not just at
the app layer but all the way down. And
it’s worth it to us to make these massive
investments to do that.”

“If Alis going to be as important in the
future as mobile platforms are, then Ijust
don’t want to be in the position where
we’re accessing Al through” a competitor,
said Zuckerberg.

Despite the pledge to make Llama
open, Zuckerberg and other top company
executives are keeping the data sets used
for training Llama 3.1 a secret. “Even
though it’s open we are designing this
also for ourselves,” he explained. Meta is
using publicly available user posts from
Facebook and Instagram, as well as other
“proprietary” data sets that the company
has licensed from others, Zuckerberg said,
without sharing specifics.

He also dismissed the idea that
training Llama on data from Facebook
and Instagram posts is a key advantage.
“A lot of the public data on those services
we allow to be indexed in search engines,
so I think Google and others actually
have the ability to use a lot of that data,
too,” he said.

Meta told investors in April that it was
planning to spend billions of dollars more
than initially expected this year, with
investments in AI being a core reason why.
The company is expected to have some
350,000 Nvidia Corp. H100 GPUs by the
end of the year, according to a company
blog post. The H100 chips have become
the foundational technology used to train
large language models like Llama and
OpenAl’s ChatGPT, and can cost upwards
of tens of thousands of dollars apiece.

Critics of Meta’s open source approach
to Al point to the potential for abuse
— or the fear that tech companies
from geopolitical rivals like China will
piggyback off Meta’s technology to keep
pace with their American counterparts.

Zuckerberg is more concerned that
closing off the tech from other parts of the
world would ultimately be a detriment.

“There’s one string of thought which is
like, ‘Ok well we need to lock it all down,”
he said. “I just happen to think that that’s
really wrong because the US thrives on
open and decentralised innovation. I
mean that’s the way our economy works,
that’s how we build awesome stuff. So I
think that locking everything down would
hamstring us and make us more likely to
not be the leaders.”

It’s also unrealistic to think that the US
will ever be years ahead of China when
it comes to Al advancements, he added,
but pointed out that even a small, multi-
month lead can “compound” over time to
give the US a clear advantage.

Whoever wins election,

you about extreme heat’s hazards

By Alexander Battle Abdelal
Bloomberg

fter its nationwide rollout on Earth Day, the Heat -

Risk forecasting tool is getting a real-world test as

deadly temperatures stress much of the US.

Created by the US Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, HeatRisk combines public health data and
weather forecasts to create a map of threatening heat across
the country. Similar to how tornadoes and hurricanes are
categorised, the tool ranks heat waves on a scale of 0 to 4
based on how dangerous they are. This metric integrates
local climatology — a 9OF day in Seattle has more impact
than in Las Vegas — the time of year, the forecast daily high
and low temperature and the duration of heat.

Each HeatRisk level corresponds to a colour: The lowest
level, green, indicates “little to no risk,” while magenta
signals the highest risk.

California had the first HeatRisk prototype in 2013, and
anumber of Western states have used a version since 2017,
leveraging the tool for public safety measures. Sacramento
schools make decisions about outdoor activities based
on HeatRisk, and Maricopa County in Arizona uses it for
hazard-mitigation planning. Western states have been
facilitating the expansion across National Weather Service
offices. Through an internal chat system, NWS scientists
and public health specialists provide support for states just
starting to use the tool.

Since the national launch in April, broadcasters like The
Weather Channel and Fox Weather have featured HeatRisk
in their reporting and the CDC has been integrating it
into heat messaging guidelines. Heat experts say that
local climatology is a game-changer for heat messaging.
“Research is showing that localised heat warnings are
important, because you learn more about when you need to
get the message out and to whom,” says Alina Herrmann,
amedical doctor and public health researcher at the
Heidelberg Institute for Global Health in Germany.

Chris Dargan, a public information officer at the California
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services, says that HeatRisk
has improved the office’s heat messaging since it adopted the
tool. The governor’s office can now send more geographically
specific heat warnings: “There are areas in the state that have
anumber of industries with outdoor workers, construction
workers, and farmers that need more messaging tailored to
their needs,” Dargan says.

The visual simplicity of HeatRisk may prove helpful for
the public, says Lance Wood, science and operations officer
at NWS in Houston and Galveston, one of the offices that
gained access to HeatRisk in April. “We’re taking away exact
numbers, which people might not really act on. The colour-
based system might be more useful to see what’s uncommon
and dangerous?”

HeatRisk’s Social Vulnerability Index also identifies
vulnerable and economically disadvantaged communities
that are more susceptible to heat threats. NWS Seattle
works closely with the King County Regional Homelessness
Authority (KCRHA), which uses HeatRisk to help unhoused
individuals without access to shelter from dangerous heat.

Before starting to use HeatRisk in the summer of
2023, “we were running ragged,” says Tony Machacha,
community capacity manager at the agency. Faced with
increasingly regular 9OF days, it was a challenge to respond
to heat waves with only county-wide plans. KCRHA now
uses HeatRisk to develop heat safety plans at more specific
locations within King County — and can do so starting six
days in advance. Homeless shelters and outreach partners
have told the agency they do not feel quite as overstretched,
according to Machacha.

Even so, the particular way that HeatRisk scores heat
events will take some getting used to, says Reid Wolcott,
warning co-ordination meteorologist at NWS Seattle. For
some, Wolcott says, “it’s not clear from how you get from
one temperature to a certain HeatRisk level, especially if a
few weeks ago the same temperature registered as a different
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level” (For instance, a 100F day will have a higher HeatRisk
in spring compared to the height of summer, when extreme
heat is expected.)

HeatRisk has its downsides, Wood notes. It does not
account for solar radiation, wind or cloudiness in its metric,
all of which are important considerations when assessing
dangerous heat.

“We're still figuring out how exactly this will fit in
our heat measurement toolbox, but so far it’s been an
extremely useful addition,” Wood says. Different heat
metrics have distinct advantages. Heat index is the “feels
like” temperature, combining relative humidity with air
temperature. “For day-to-day activities, heat index will
serve you well” the NWS website reads. Wet-bulb globe
temperature accounts for multiple other environmental
factors, such as wind speed and solar radiation. It’s
effective for highly specific locations, Wood explains. It’s
also especially useful for athletic organisations and the
military, where individuals are expected to participate in
vigorous outdoor activity, Wolcott says. HeatRisk — which is
calibrated with CDC data — is best for evaluating the impact
of heat on the health of the overall population.

Florida’s Seminole County actively uses both the heat
index and HeatRisk, according to Alan Harris, the county’s
director of emergency management. When there is
dangerous and long-duration heat that does not meet the
Florida threshold for issuing heat advisories (108F in most
of the state), Seminole County decides based on HeatRisk
to maintain emergency procedures, even when not under
heat advisory. The rapid acceleration of global warming
further complicates the measurement of “uncommon”
temperatures. HeatRisk uses a 20-year history to assess
how normal a temperature is on a given day. “But it’s been
getting substantially warmer in the last five years compared
to the 15 before it,” Wood says. With summer temperatures
consistently breaking records and creating heat domes,
“HeatRisk’s climatology is going to have to be updated every
few years in order to keep it relevant”

Wood reached out to other NWS offices for advice in
early May, asking if it was correct when HeatRisk registered
awhole week in Houston as magenta. One of the more
experienced offices responded to help: The forecast was
accurate. When compared with data from just 20 years ago,
they said, entire weeks in spring and early summer could be
now considered dangerous.

A man pours water atop his head outside the Emergency
Aid Coalition during a heat wave in Houston, Texas.
(Reuters)

Venezuela still faces
natural gas problem

By Marianna Parraga, Deisy Buitrago
and Mircely Guanipa
Caracas/Maracay

riselda Ascanio keeps an improvised
wood-burning stove ready in her
ackyard in Maracay, 120km from
Venezuela’s capital, for the frequent
gas-supply interruptions that make it difficult
to cook.

“We cannot just cry about it;” said the
44-year-old administrator, who collects
branches that fall from trees. “So we have
learned to solve problems ourselves.”

While it sits atop the world’s eighth-largest
natural gas reserves and the biggest in Latin
America, Venezuela ranked last year as the
25th-largest global producer, according to the
Energy Institute’s Statistical Review of World
Energy.

The South American country’s output fell
to 4bn cubic feet per day (bcfd) this year from
almost 8bcfd in 2016, data from consultancy
Gas Energy Latin America showed.

A production revival is urgent not only
because it would assure more reliable
domestic supply, but also because it could
ease shortages emerging in neighbouring
countries while bringing Venezuela much-
needed hard-currency revenue.

The gas problem is a key issue as a
presidential election approaches on July 28.
Whoever wins faces the daunting task of
securing investment in the Opec member’s
gas industry.

President Nicolas Maduro’s administration
has doubled down on offering gas projects
to foreign companies since last year, but
longstanding unpaid debts to many of the
companies, US sanctions and the enormous
investments required have limited progress.

The main opposition coalition, represented
by Edmundo Gonzalez in the voting, has
proposed radically expanding the private
sector’s role, while restructuring the country’s
$150bn debt, something analysts say would
take years.

“Nobody is going to massively produce gas
in Venezuela in these conditions, but where
there is immediate interest is in small-scale
midstream projects;” said Antero Alvarado,
managing partner of Gas Energy Latin
America, referring to pipelines and systems to
better capture and distribute gas.

Venezuela’s problems have hampered
development, leading to frequent scarcity
of the fuel essential for cooking, generating
power and feeding petrochemical plants and
factories.

The gas Ascanio intermittently receives
at her home arrives in cylinders whose
distribution is controlled by government -
supported groups. That subsidised propane
is among the most expensive fuels PDVSA'’s
refineries produce. Sometimes, the state-
owned company even resorts to importing
that gas.

Neighbours from Colombia to Brazil and
Trinidad and Tobago, and many European
nations, are hopeful that Venezuela’s
production could eventually ease their own
gas shortfalls. They have pressured the
Biden administration to grant gas projects

exemptions from sanctions, company
executives and government officials have said.

PDVSA and its gas subsidiary did not reply
to requests for comment.

Venezuela’s almost 200tn cubic feet (tcf) of
proven gas reserves are mostly untapped.

“Venezuela’s natural-gas production has
historically been limited in comparison to
its potential,” the US Energy Information
Administration said in a February report,
attributing the situation to a poor investment
climate, lack of infrastructure and inability to
develop projects.

Some 80% of Venezuela’s gas output is
associated with crude production.

In the last five years, unprocessed gas flared
into the atmosphere during oil production has
surpassed volumes sold commercially, turning
the country into one of the world’s largest
natural-gas flarers, according to the EIA.

Maduro’s socialist government has held
inconclusive talks with European companies
including Repsol, Eni and Shell, about a
capital -intensive project to recapture up to 1.5
tef of flared gas for the domestic market and
exports.

Offshore, large gas exploration and
production projects remain mostly stalled,
especially the massive 12-tcf Mariscal
Sucre. Only one of its four fields is in active
negotiation between the government and
energy firms Shell and Trinidad and Tobago’s
NGC for a joint development that could see
first output late next year.

Helped by a flexible law that requires less
red tape for gas projects than for oil projects,
Venezuela’s government has begun internal
talks to offer a second field, Rio Caribe, for
foreign investment, according to sources
familiar with the plan.

A gas license to develop a 1-tcf gas field that
extends into Trinidad’s waters, involving BP,
is expected to be signed soon after receiving
US authorisation.

“We are open to foreign companies coming
to Venezuela,” Oil Minister Pedro Tellechea
told reporters in June, referring to energy
projects as Washington recently resumed
issuing licenses for specific developments in
Venezuela.

But many gas producers in Venezuela no
longer have the means to ramp up production
unless PDVSA first repays debts, company
executives said.

In what would be a policy U-turn, the
opposition wants to reopen the energy
industry to foreign investment through
privatisation while limiting PDVSA’s role and
restructuring debts, including paying some
creditors with oil.

The strategy would break with two decades
of nationalisation that has concentrated
almost all production, transportation,
processing and sales in the state’s hands,
creating along chain of debts among state-
owned companies.

“The country will need more electricity,
hence, more gas,” Alvarado said. “If a
privatisation in the power sector happens,
there will be economic incentives to
produce gas for domestic sales, while larger
offshore projects could focus on exports
even through LNG (liquefied natural gas)”
— Reuters
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Katara Hospitality

QATAR

initiative for retirees
sets a benchmark

By Joey Aguilar
Staff Reporter

atara Hospitality (KH) gar-
Knered widespread posi-

tive feedback from retired
citizens on its new benefits pack-
age and sets a potential model for
other companies and organisa-
tions in the country.

KH’s initiative, which provides
retirees with a 25% discount on
all its properties in Qatar and glo-
bally, was designed to recognise
their years of service and foster
a stronger connection with the
community.

According to KH, retirees ex-
pressed their appreciation for the
recognition shown by the compa-
ny for their years of service. They
are also excited for the opportu-
nities to travel to new destina-
tions and experience the hospi-
tality industry firsthand, both in
Qatar and internationally.

“This initiative reflects our
commitment to corporate social
responsibility and community
engagement. By recognising the
contributions of our retired citi-
zens, we aim to foster stronger
community relations and support
their well-being” KH said.

According to KH, the pro-
gramme’s implementation has
been smooth, working closely
with the General Retirement and
Social Insurance Authority. It

f
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KATARA
HOSPITALITY

tapped local news outlets, gov-
ernment media channels, and its
website and social media to en-
sure effective communication.
A dedicated call centre team has
been established to handle in-
quiries and provide support to
retirees.

Beyond the discounted rates,
KH said it is actively exploring
additional benefits and offerings
to further enhance the experience
for retirees. This includes initia-
tives designed to encourage them
to explore Qatar’s diverse tourism
offerings, further invigorating
domestic tourism and showcas-
ing the country’s unique assets to
its citizens.

“We believe that by creating
exclusive discounts and ben-
efits for retirees, we can not only
boost domestic tourism in Qa-
tar but also provide our retirees
with the opportunity to discover
our unique assets globally,” KH
said, noting that this initiative is
seen as a significant step towards
establishing Qatar as a premier
destination for both domestic
and international travellers.

KH added that the programme
sets a high standard for corporate
social responsibility and envi-
sions it as a model for other com-
panies and organisations in Qatar
to follow.

“We aspire to see other enti-
ties and companies within Qatar
adopt similar benefits packages
toretired citizens,” KH said. “The
potential benefits are far-reach-
ing, from increased customer
loyalty, enhanced community re-
lations and supporting retirees’.

KH reiterated its broader vision
for the hospitality sector in Qatar
and internationally: to enhance
the guest experience while con-
tributing to the country’s tourism
growth.

“As Qatar’s flagship hospital-
ity organisation, we are commit -
ted to our role in developing the
country’s tourism sector in line
with the Qatar Vision 2030, that
leads the country on the path of
economic diversification and rec-
ognises the hospitality industry
as one of the strategic drivers in
implementing this vision.

“Some of our key initiatives
are developing our assets in Qa-
tar and abroad and enhancing
the experience in our hotels. By
focusing on these initiatives, we
aim to create an exceptional hos-
pitality experience that attracts
visitors around the world while
also showcasing Qatar’s rich cul-
ture and heritage,” KH said.

Qatari students in summer camp

to learn Chinese langu

Under the supervision of the
Ministry of Education and Higher
Education (MoEHE), 11 Qatari
students participated in the
Summer Camp for Language

and Culture held in the cities of
Beijing and Hangzhou in China as
part of the project to expand the
teaching of foreign languages to
public school students.

The camp, held from July 2 to

27, was intended for 11th-grade
students studying Chinese as

an elective at HBKU’s Language
Center. It is the second camp of its
kind to feature Qatari students.
The camp aimed to introduce
students to the Chinese culture,
enhance their language skills in

a local environment, and prepare
them for future jobs. Students had
the opportunity to develop their
communication, critical thinking,
and problem-solving skills in line
with the competencies and values
of the general framework of the
national curriculum.

The camp also aimed to promote
global awareness, understanding,
and cultural exchange through
students’ participation in group
lessons. The programme included
networking meetings, sporting
activities, visits to heritage sites,
and participation in various
Chinese cultural lectures and
experiences.

The summer language and
culture camps are part of the
“Expansion of Foreign Language
Teaching in Government Schools”
project launched by the MoEHE.
The project aims to enhance

the linguistic skills students
acquire while studying foreign
languages at school. These
camps provide an opportunity to
familiarise students with the host
country’s culture and improve
their attributes through various
activities and events. (QNA)

DocumentaryonQ

Coinciding with the 2024 Paris
Olympics, which open today,

the sports and entertainment
platform TOD has announced

a unique Olympic experience
through its latest documentary
film, Can We Win Two Golds?

This film celebrates Arab athletes
participating in this year’s
Olympiad. In a press release
issued Tuesday, TOD elaborated
that the film follows a famous
Qatari athlete on his final Olympic
journey before retirement, aiming
to inspire and encourage all Arab
athletes as they prepare for the
ongoing Olympic Games.

In addition to Can We Win Two
Golds?, TOD presents a selection of
Olympic documentaries, including
Chasing Tokyo, an 86-minute film
about the British sailing team’s
journey through the uncertain
Tokyo Games, and Target Paris
2024, a three-part mini-series that
follows four archers - Lisa Barbelin
and Audrey Adiceom (France),

age skills
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’s MECC holds workshop on national
strategy to fight desertification

and long-term policies to
achieve these goals.

The workshop show-
cased several projects and
programmes that have
significantly contributed
to combating desertifica-
tion and enhancing envi-
ronmental sustainability
in Qatar. These include the
inventory and preservation
of wild plants, protection
of the Ghaf tree, establish-
ment of a field gene bank,
rehabilitation of the Qatari
desert, rainwater harvest-
ing, an agricultural census,
and support for farmers.

Al-Khanji  reaffirmed
MECC’s dedication, in
collaboration with its
partners, to achieving sus-

he Ministry of Environ-
I ment and Climate Change
(MECC) organised a work-
shop to develop a national strat-
egy and action plan to combat
desertification in Qatar. The two-
day workshop, spearheaded by the
Wwildlife Development Depart-
ment, saw active participation
from various state institutions.
The workshop aimed to address
the national challenges of com-
bating desertification, enhance
public awareness, and foster lead-
ership, innovation, and technical
co-operation programmes.
Mohamed al-Khanji, Director
of the Wildlife Development De-
partment at MECC, emphasised
Qatar’s steadfast commitment
to international environmental
agreements, highlighting its ef-
forts to combat desertification and
promote environmental sustain-
ability. Qatar has been a signatory
to the Convention to Combat De-

sertification since January 1999,
demonstrating its commitment to
mitigating the effects of drought
and desertification in affected
countries.

Al-Khanji elaborated that the
ministry, in collaboration with rel -
evant authorities, is working on a
modern national strategy to com-
bat desertification. This strategy
aims to integrate desertification-
combating efforts into national
sustainable development plans,
ensuring alignment with biodi-
versity strategies and sustainable
development goals (SDGs).

He underscored the importance
of setting strategies and priorities
within sustainable development
policies to combat desertification,
addressing its underlying causes,
and focusing on economic fac-
tors contributing to this phenom-
enon. The state is also committed
to creating a conducive environ-
ment through robust legislation

tainable development,
preserving the environment, and
bolstering national and interna-
tional efforts to combat desertifi-
cation. These initiatives are aimed
at improving the quality of life for
both current and future genera-
tions.

The workshop brought together
officials from the Ministries of
Defence, Municipality, and Trans-
port, the Public Works Author-
ity (Ashghal), the Civil Aviation
Authority, the National Planning
Council, Kahramaa, Qatar Foun-
dation, Qatar Energy, and the Exx-
onMobil Center.

Discussions centred on the
United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification and the
proposed national strategy and
action plan to combat deserti-
fication in Qatar. The strategy’s
key areas and the most significant
projects related to combating de-
sertification in the country were
also presented. (QNA)

Qataristudents participatein
French language summer camp
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OLMPIC CAMES

Kim Woojin (Korea), and Bernardo
Oliveira (Brazil) - as they prepare
for the Paris Olympics.

The TOD platform announced
that it would provide subscribers
with an exclusive Olympics news
channel available around the clock
in English. John-Paul McKerlie,
Vice-President of Marketing and
Sales at TOD, said, “This initiative
underscores our commitment

to providing a unique sports
experience to users across the

Mena region. By celebrating

the spirit of the Olympic Games
and offering unparalleled
entertainment content, TOD
continues to connect viewers with
the most exciting and inspiring
events from around the world.”
The Summer Olympics Games
pack on TOD offers new users
access to the games until August
11 and extended access to the
entire TOD Entertainment library
until December 31.

The Ministry of Education and Higher Education has
sent 19 11th-grade Qatari students studying French
as an elective course to the Language and Culture
Camp in France for the summer of 2024. The camp
was held in Royan at the Karel Language Institute.
The four-week camp aimed to enhance students’
French language skills, introduce them to the
culture and civilisation of France, and involve them
in various events to strengthen their personal traits
through local traditions and culture. It also aimed to
help them develop critical thinking, decision-making,
problem-solving, and communication skills in line
with the competencies and values of the general
framework of the national curriculum.

The camp increased students’ awareness of the
options available for higher education in France and
highlighted future career opportunities for students

Al Jazeera
Media
Institute
tolaunch
Alin
Newsrooms

Al Jazeera Media Institute is
to launch its new programme,

fluent in multiple foreign languages in addition to
their mother tongue.

The camp’s study programme included 15 weekly
lessons. Students were divided into two groups

to ensure the quality of language instruction and
provide intensive support. The programme focused
on developing students’ listening, speaking, reading,
and writing skills. Several cultural and social
activities, such as local excursions and cultural
events, were also organised to enhance the learning
experience. These activities helped students
immerse themselves in French culture and improve
their language skills through direct interaction.

The students enjoyed participating in the camp

Artificial Intelligence in Newsrooms,
from August 1. The programme is the first of its kind at the institute, presented by broadcaster Ebtikar
(Arabic for innovation), a digital broadcaster who works with artificial intelligence technology.

The programme addresses the uses of Al in newsrooms around the world, and addresses the various
problems associated with that use. Starting with the technical, skills and material obstacles that prevent
the integration of smart tools in media institutions, and going through the challenges related to the
public’s trust in the content produced by the machine, and ending with fears about the potential impacts
of the uses of Al on professional ethics.
Hamad al-Houl al-Marri, Director of the Planning and Projects Department at the Institute, said: “The
programme reviews successful experiences around the world in employing smart tools in the various
stages of media content production, such as monitoring and follow-up, authenticating news, and
combating systematic media misinformation.”

and benefiting from the educational and cultural
activities that contributed to developing their
language and personal skills. (QNA)
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