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World Cup 2022 TV
series begins sales

Qatar’s Supreme Committee for
Delivery and Legacy (SC) together
with FIFA announced that their
new 8-part TV series WE WERE
THERE, which goes beyond

the headlines and explores the
remarkable human stories from
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022,
has now commenced worldwide
sales. As well as telling the story
of the tournament, each episode
is @ mini documentary with a
multi-layered narrative which
establishes the backstory of the
lead characters and discovers
their unique journey to Qatar,
witnessing key matches through
their eyes, and revealing how
being at the FIFA World Cup
changed their lives.

E3 sanctions Iran over
missiles to Russia

Western powers yesterday
announced fresh sanctions on
Iran for supplying Russia with
short-range missiles for imminent
use against Ukraine, calling it

a dangerous escalation of the
conflict that threatened European
security. Britain, France and
Germany, the so-called E3 powers,
said they would cut aviation
agreements with Iran and sanction
its national carrier Iran Air. On a
visit to London, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said that
Russian military personnel have
trained in Iran using the Fath-360
missile.
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20 civilians die as Israel
strikes Gaza safe zone

AFP
Al-Mawasi, Gaza

zone in Gaza yesterday, in a

strike the Palestinian resist-
ance movement Hamas-run ter-
ritory’s health ministry said killed
at least 20 people.

The strike hit Al-Mawasi in the
southern Gaza Strip, which Israel
had designated as a “humanitar-
ian zone” early in the war, and
prompted condemnations from
the region and beyond.

Samar al-Shair, one of tens of
thousands of displaced Palestini-
ans who have sought refuge in the
coastal area, said the attack came
“as we were sleeping in our tents’
setting makeshift shelters ablaze.

As Egyptian, Qatari and US
mediation efforts again appear
to stall, Israel’s Defence Minister
Yoav Gallant said a truce and hos-
tage release deal was a “strategic
opportunity” that would give his
country a “chance to change the
security situation on all fronts”

The Gaza health ministry said
20 bodies had been brought to
hospitals since the early morn-
ing strike, but more victims were

Israel struck a declared safe

in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday.

Qatar condemns
Mawasi massacre

Qatar condemned in the
strongest terms the brutal
massacre committed by the
Israeli occupation in Mawasi
Khan Yunis in the Gaza Strip,
which led to the deaths of
dozens of Palestinians.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
stressed, in a statement
yesterday, that the continuation
of the occupation’s heinous
crimes against defenceless
civilians, its blatant defiance of
international laws and norms,
and its seeking of military
escalation instead of a political
path are an inevitable result of
the silence of the international
community and the absence of
accountability and punishment.
Page 2

likely still buried in the sand.

The territory’s civil defence
agency earlier gave a death toll of
40 people.

“There are entire families who
disappeared under the sand,” an
official said.

Israel’s offensive in Gaza has

® Massacre toll reaches 41,020

killed at least 41,020 people, ac-
cording to the territory’s health
ministry. The United Nations
says most of the dead are women
and children.

UN envoy Tor Wennesland
condemned the strike, saying
international humanitarian law
“must be upheld at all times’,
while stressing “civilians must
never be used as human shields”.

Turkiye said the strike added to
Israel’s “list of war crimes”, while
Egypt denounced “the continu-
ation of Israeli massacres” and
Saudi Arabia decried “a new at-
tack in a repeated series of viola-
tions by the Israeli war machine”.

British Foreign Secretary David
Lammy condemned “the shock-
ing deaths”, which he said showed
“how desperately needed” a Gaza
ceasefire was.

The war has drawn in other
Iran-aligned armed groups across
the region, with Israeli forces
trading regular fire with Hezbol-
lah in Lebanon.

On Tuesday the military as well
as a source close to Hezbollah said
an Israeli strike on eastern Leba-
non, far from the border, killed
a commander from the Iran-
backed group.

A general view shows the site of Israeli strikes on a makeshift displacement camp in Mawasi in Khan Yunis

Gord develops hybrid cooling system

Ultra
Efficient
Hybrid
Cooling

The prototype of Synergia 7n1.

By Joseph Varghese
Staff Reporter

he Gulf Organisation for

I Research and Develop-

ment (Gord) has devel-

oped a new hybrid, ultra-effi-

cient cooling system, Synergia

7nl, which is approved by the

UK Patent Office, and regis-

tered with the International
Patent Organisation.

“A unique feature of our hy-
brid cooling system is its abil-
ity to cool outdoor spaces with
up to 50% energy efficiency
compared to conventional
systems in the market, thus
presenting a potential busi-
ness opportunity to take it into
commercialisation,” Dr Yousef
Alhorr, founding chairman of
Gord told Gulf Times in an ex-
clusive interview. To Page 4
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The 8th edition of Katara International H

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, the Chairperson of the Education
Above All (EAA) Foundation and UN Sustainable Development Goals
Advocate, met yesterday with Prime Minister of the sisterly Republic of
Yemen Dr Ahmed Awad bin Mubarak. The efforts made by Silatech to
economically empower youth in Yemen were discussed, along with means
to protect education during wars and conflicts. (QNA)

‘Killing of US-Turkish activist
unprovoked and unjustified’

©® Blinken demands fundamental changes
to Israeli army’s conduct in West Bank

Reuters
London

S Secretary of State An-

l ' tony Blinken yesterday

demanded an overhaul of

Israeli military conduct in the oc-

cupied West Bank as he decried

the fatal shooting of an American

protester against settlement ex-

pansion, which Israel said was ac-
cidental.

Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, 26, who
is also a Turkish national, was
shot dead last Friday at a protest
march in Beita, a village near Na-
blus where Palestinians have been
repeatedly attacked by far-right
Jewish settlers.

Israel’s military said that its
initial inquiry found it was highly
likely its troops had fired the shot
that killed her but that her death
was unintentional, and it voiced
deep regret.

In his strongest comments to
date criticising the security forces
of Washington’s closest Middle
East ally, Blinken described Eygi’s
killing as “unprovoked and unjus-
tified”. He said Washington would
insist to the Israeli government
that it makes changes to how its
forces operate in the West Bank.

“No one should be shot and
killed for attending a protest. No
one should have to put their life at
risk just for freely expressing their
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Aysenur Ezgi Eygi

views,” he told reporters in Lon-
don.

“In our judgment, Israeli se-
curity forces need to make some
fundamental changes in the way
that they operate in the West Bank,
including changes to their rules of
engagement.

“Now we have the second
American citizen killed at the
hands of Israeli security forces. It’s
not acceptable,” he said.

“We are deeply offended by the
suggestion that her killing by a
trained sniper was in any way un-
intentional,” Eygi’s family said in a
statement.

Since the 1967 Middle East war,
Israel has occupied the West Bank
of the Jordan River, an area Pales-
tinians want as the core of a future
independent state.

Israel has built a thickening ar-
ray of settlements there that most
countries deem illegal.

S’hail 2024 begins at Katara

et
L
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unting and Falcons Exhibition (S’hail 2024), was inaugurated
yesterday (Tuesday) at Katara - Cultural Village by general manager and organising committee chairman
Prof Khalid bin Ibrahim al-Sulaiti. The event which runs until Saturday (September 14) from 10am to 10pm,
enjoys a wide participation from local, regional, and international companies, with some of them making
their debut. PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam. Page 12
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Qatar-Armenia labour deal

Qatar and Armenia have signed
an agreement to enhance co-
operation in the labour sector
and regulate the recruitment of
skilled Armenian workers.

HE the Minister of Labour

Dr Ali bin Smaikh al-Marri

and Armenian Minister of
Labour and Social Affairs
Narek Mkrtchyan signed the
agreement in Yerevan.

The agreement aims to

attract skilled and qualified
Armenian workers, enhance
the productivity of the private
sector, and improve the work
environment.

The agreement is signed as
part of Qatar’s international co-
operation strategy to improve
labour recruitment, streamline
procedures, protect employer
and worker rights.

Meanwhile, Qatar participated
in the inaugural edition of the

Yerevan Dialogue International
Conference in the Armenian
capital. The event was attended
by officials, experts, and
scientists worldwide. HE Dr al-
Marri represented Qatar.

The two-day conference will
focus on climate change,
information technology, and
the health sector, with the goal
of creating suggestions and
ideas to address crucial issues
in the global economy. (QNA)

Qatar reaffirms support
for Sudan’s stability, unity

QNA
Geneva

atar has reaffirmed its

steadfast position in sup-

porting the unity and sta-
bilit Sudan, the integrity of its
territories, and its rejection of any
form of interference in Sudan’s in-
ternal affairs.

Qatar also reiterated its com-
mitment to promoting and pro-
tecting the human rights of the
Sudanese people and ensuring
their security and right to a digni-
fied life.

This came in an address deliv-
ered by the Deputy Permanent
Representative of the Permanent
Delegation of Qatar in Geneva
Jawhara bint Abdulaziz al-Suwai-
di at the 57th session of the Hu-
man Rights Council.

Al-Suwaidi expressed Qatar’s
deep concern over the continued
deterioration of human rights in
Sudan and the worsening suffer-
ing of the Sudanese people due to
the ongoing war.

She condemned the severe
crimes and violations that have

been inflicted upon them, calling
for an end to these acts and for the
perpetrators to be held account-
able. She stressed that the most
urgent priority for the Sudanese
people is the immediate cessation
of hostilities and the unhindered
provision of humanitarian aid to
those affected.

She emphasised the importance
of resuming negotiations between
the warring parties and engag-
ing in serious dialogue to prevent
further risks, paving the way for a
comprehensive dialogue that leads
tolasting peace, preserves Sudan’s
unity, and fulfils the aspirations of
its people for security, stability,
and development.

Al-Suwaidi reaffirmed Qatar’s
solidarity with the Sudanese peo-
ple during this difficult time. She
also reiterated Qatar’s commit-
ment to continue providing all
forms of support and humanitar-
ian aid to alleviate the crisis.

Furthermore, she called on the
international community to in-
tensify its efforts and respond by
offering more assistance to meet
the growing needs of the Sudanese
people.

Call to put an end to tragic humanitarian
conditions in times of war and crisis

and Red Crescent Societies
for its efforts in responding
efforts by the international to relief and humanitarian
community and humanitarian needs in times of war and
organisations to put an end crisis.

to the tragic humanitarian For her part, Forbes thanked
conditions and violations Qatar for its role in providing
to which civilians and humanitarian aid and relief to

HE the Minister of State for
International Co-operation
Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater
met yesterday with the
visiting President of the
International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies Kate Forbes.

The two sides agreed on
the need for concerted

The meeting dealt with the humanitarian workers are those affected by conflict and
humanitarian conditions exposed in war and conflict natural disaster areas.
in @ number of countries, zones. The meeting was attended

especially in the Gaza Strip,
the occupied Palestinian
territories and Sudan.

During the meeting, HE
AlKhater expressed Qatar’s
appreciation to the IFRC

AlKhater meets Somali, Liberian ministers

HE the Minister of State for International
Co-operation Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater
met yesterday with the visiting Somali State
Minister for Foreign Affairs and International
Co-operation Ali Mohamed Omar. The

. meeting dealt with discussing bilateral
relations and means to support development
projects in Somalia.

by Secretary-General of the
Qatar Red Crescent Faisal
Mohammed al-Emadi. (QNA)

HE the Minister of State for International
Co-operation at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater met yesterday with
Liberian Foreign Minister Sara Beysolow Nyanti

on the sidelines of the 5th Observance of the
International Day to Protect Education from Attack
(IDPEA), marked by the Education Above All
Foundation. Besides bilateral relations and ways to
boost them, they discussed the latest developments
in the Gaza Strip and the Palestinian territories and
several topics of common interest. (QNA)

PM congratulates new
French premier

HE the Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim
al-Thani sent a cable of
congratulations to Michel
Barnier on his appointment as
Prime Minister of France. (QNA)

Mawasi Khan
Yunis massacre
condemned

Qatar condemned in the
strongest terms the brutal
massacre committed by the Israeli
occupation in Mawasi Khan Yunis
in the Gaza Strip.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
stressed, in a statement yesterday,
that the continuation of the
occupation’s heinous crimes
against defenceless civilians, its
blatant defiance of international
laws and norms, and its seeking
of military escalation instead of

a political path are an inevitable
result of the silence of the
international community and the
absence of accountability and
punishment.

In this regard, the ministry
stressed the need for regional
and international efforts to work
together more than ever to end
the aggression on the Gaza Strip
immediately, provide protection to
the brotherly Palestinian people,
and confront attempts to forcibly
displace them.

The ministry reiterated Qatar’s
firm position on the justice of

the Palestinian cause and the
legitimate rights of the brotherly
Palestinian people. (QNA)

Credentials of Chile, Estonia ambassadors received

HE the Minister of State at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Dr Mohammed bin
Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi received
yesterday copies of the credentials of
ambassador of Chile (non-resident)
Patricio Diaz Bruton, and ambassador
of Estonia (non-resident) Maria Belovas.
HE al-Khulaifi wished the ambassadors
success in their duties, assuring them of
providing all support to advance relations
between Qatar and their respective
countries to closer co-operation in various
fields. (QNA)
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Focus on children’s
rights in digital space
as National Human
Rights Forum opens

he third edition of the Na-

I tional Human Rights Fo-
rum kicked off yesterday,
organised by the National Hu-
man Rights Committee (NHRC)
in partnership with the Minis-
try of Interior, the Ministry of
Communications and Informa-
tion Technology, the Ministry of
Education and Higher Educa-
tion, the Ministry of Social De-
velopment and Family, and the
National Cyber Security Agency.

This year, the forum is held
under the theme of protecting
children’s rights in a safe dig-
ital environment, with a focus on
the challenges and prospects for
empowerment and protection.
The forum is held in collabora-
tion with the UN Children’s Fund
(Unicef) and the office of the
Special Representative of the UN
Secretary-General for Children
and Armed Conflict. The event
saw the participation of over 600
officials, experts, specialists, and
students from universities and
schools.

The opening session was at-
tended by HE the Chairperson of
the NHRC Maryam bint Abdul-
lah al-Attiyah and Chairperson
of the Global Alliance of National
Human Rights Institutions, HE
the Minister of Transport Jassim
bin Saif al-Sulaiti, HE the Min-
ister of Municipality Abdullah
bin Hamad bin Abdullah al-At-
tiyah, HE the Minister of Justice
and Minister of State for Cabi-
net Affairs Ibrahim bin Ali al-
Mohannadi, HE the Minister of
Social Development and Family
Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser al-
Misnad, HE the Deputy Speaker
of the Shura Council Dr Hamda
bint Hassan al-Sulaiti, and other
officials from various state insti-
tutions.

The two-day forum aims to
create a platform for national
dialogue among ministries,
public institutions, civil society,
parents, and children on the lat-
est developments and challenges
related to children’s rights in the
digital environment. It seeks to
provide insights into enhanc-
ing legislation, public policies,
administrative measures, pro-
cedures, and practices related to
the prevention, empowerment,
and protection of children in the
digital space based on a human
rights approach. It also seeks to

examine best practices within
the country and internation-
ally, promoting measures related
to protecting children’s rights
in the digital space. Addition-
ally, the forum aims to empower
children with their right to a safe
digital environment while con-
sidering Islamic values and na-
tional identity, alongside raising
awareness of the importance of
providing children access to the
digital world while protecting
them from potential risks.

In a related development, the
Ministry of Labour, represented
by the National Committee to
Combat Human Trafficking,
participated in the forum.

Sheikha Najwa bint Abdulrah-
man al-Thani, who is the Assist-
ant Undersecretary for Expatriate
Workers Affairs at the Ministry
of Labour and Secretary of the
National Committee to Combat
Human Trafficking, attended the
forum’s opening session.

Fatima Rajab al-Ismail, who
is a member of the Secretariat
of the National Committee to
Combat Human Trafficking,
presented a paper on measures to
prevent the exploitation of child
labour on the Internet, noting
that increased reliance on tech-
nology and the expansion of the
digital space have necessitated a
re-evaluation of the challenges
children face and the impor-
tance of protecting them from
exploitation and misuse. She
highlighted that the National
Committee to Combat Human
Trafficking in Qatar places chil-
dren’s rights at the forefront,
especially given the new threats
posed by modern technologies.
She emphasised ongoing efforts

to develop policies, enhance leg-
islation, and intensify national,
regional, and international ef-
forts to protect children’s rights
and ensure a safe digital environ-
ment for them. She added that
there was no child labour in Qa-
tar due to the strict laws the state
has enacted to protect children’s
rights and shield them from ex-
ploitation, especially under the
labour law, which prohibits child
labour and imposes penalties of
imprisonment and fines on vio-
lators.

In the opening session of the
forum, HE the Chairperson of the
NHRC Maryam bint Abdullah al-
Attiyah, who is also the Chairper-
son of the Global Alliance of Na-
tional Human Rights Institutions
and President of the Global Alli-
ance of National Human Rights
Institutions said that she was
pleased that the third edition of
the National Human Rights Forum
this year is dedicated to discussing
the protection of children’s rights
in the digital environment, high-
lighting that the topic is one of the
most pressing emerging human
rights concerns globally.

HE the Minister of Social De-
velopment and Family Maryam
bint Ali bin Nasser al-Misnad
emphasised during the forum’s
opening session that children
are at a crossroads, requiring
wise guidance to either harness
technological advancement for
the benefit of humanity and the
progress of societies, or to be
drawn into the dangerous com-
plexities of technology, which
threaten our ethics and disrupt
the balance and developmen-
tal approach of our societies.

(QNA)

Interior ministry attends
forum for human rights

The Ministry of Interior
(Mol) participated in the
3rd National Forum for
Human Rights, organised by the
National Human Rights Com-
mittee (NHRC) under the theme
“Protecting Children’s Rights in
a Secure Digital Environment:
Challenges and Perspectives for
Empowerment and Protection,’
along with the participation of
several relevant bodies.

During the Forum’s open-
ing, Director of the Economic
and Cyber Crimes Combating
Department Brig. Ali Hassan al-
Kubaisi — who represented the
Mol at the Forum — highlight-
ed the Mol’s role in combating
electronic crime at all levels. He
stressed that there is a develop-
ment in electronic crime globally
as a result of rapid technological
development, indicating that
combating electronic crimes,
including those directed at chil-
dren, is one of the key priorities
of the Mol.

He pointed out that Qatar took

the initiative to host the Interpol
database to protect children from
exploitation and as the first Arab
country in the Middle East and
North Africa (Mena) region in
this regard, as this database has
achieved various success in ar-
resting criminals who exploit
children worldwide.

On the other hand, Cyber-
crime Combating Officer Cap-
tain Fahad Omair al-Shahrani,
presented a working paper

during the session on national
strategies and measures regard-
ing the protection of children’s
rights in the digital space, in
which he reviewed the vital role
played by the Economic and
Cyber Crimes Combating De-
partment through developing
and implementing policies and
programmes aimed at combat-
ing cybercrimes against chil-
dren and protecting them from
potential risks. (QNA)

/Caribou Coffee opens at UDST |

aribou Coffee has opened
‘ anewlocation at the Uni-

versity of Doha for Sci-
ence and Technology (UDST), a
statement said.

“We are so excited to be part
of the UDST community, and
proud to serve students, teach-
ers and employees of this beau-
tiful campus,” said Wael Omar,
director of operations for Al
Mana Food and Beverage divi-
sion.

“We serve a diverse selection
of blends and single-origin cof-
fees, like Caribou Blend, Day-
break Morning Blend, and Cari-
bou Mahogany, as well as a wide
range of espresso beverages,
including lattes, cappuccinos,
macchia in addition to indulging
range of sandwiches and cakes,”
he explained.

The outlet is located in the
middle of the campus, with
proximity to classrooms, librar-
ies, student centres and man-
agement offices, and will be
open from 7am to 6pm.

Caribou Coffee currently op-
erates 15 branches throughout

Doha with 24 hour outlets at
Suhaim bin Hamad Street and

N

Al Jazeera Petrol Station, Salwa
Road, the statement added.

J

‘Hyatt Plaza’s Super
Sale abig success

he Super Sale Campaign

I at Hyatt Plaza, from Sep-

tember 3 to 7, has been

a tremendous success, draw-

ing enthusiastic shoppers from

across the region with its excep-

tional discounts and enticing

promotions, a statement said
yesterday.

The Super Sale featured sub-
stantial discounts on a wide
range of products, including
fashion, toys, jewellery, furni-
ture, cosmetics, electronics,
home decor, and more.

Shoppers also enjoyed ex-
clusive offers such as buy-one-
get-one-free deals, flat sales,

special promotions, and unique

discounts.

Mohammed al-Hawamdeh,
head of marketing at Hyatt
Plaza, said: “We extend our
deepest appreciation to all
the tenants and visitors who
wholeheartedly embraced our
5-day Super Sale Campaign.

N

Their unwavering support and
enthusiasm have been instru-
mental in our success. We ea-
gerly anticipate welcoming our
visitors to experience a pleth-
ora of fun family activities this
season.”

Hyatt Plaza continues to

redefine the shopping experi-
ence by offering an exceptional
blend of popular retail brands,
remarkable customer service,
and captivating events and
campaigns that keep shop-
pers coming back for more, the

statement added.
J

Embassy appeals to Indian
travellers to abide by
Qatar’s rules on medicines

NTEGEATED INDIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE
M.KANJANI HALL

A RALINITT
o Ll

- VRUGS AND PROHII
UBSTANCES I

By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff Reporter

he Embassy of India re-
Tminded community mem-

bers yesterday, to strictly
adhere to the procedures and re-
strictions while carrying medi-
cines to Qatar.

Addressing an awareness semi-
nar, organised in association with
the Indian Community Benevo-
lent Forum (ICBF), ambassador
Vipul noted there is an upward
trend of cases where travellers
from Indian airports are seized in
Qatar with prohibited drugs.

“The expatriate community,
social activists and the media
should be cautious and interfere,”
he said while drawing attention
towards the grim scenario and ex-
plaining that several Indian citi-
zens are languishing in Qatar jails
after they were caught with pro-
hibited drugs.

“A lack of awareness about
the prohibited drugs and restric-
tions in place result in the deten-
tion of some. The anti-drug law
is strong and strictly enforced
in Qatar and the convicted don’t

Indian ambassador Vipul addressing the awareness seminar yesterday.

go unpunished,” he pointed out.
ICBF president Shanavas Bava
stressed the need to launch active
campaigns to make community
members aware of the rules and
regulations. He explained the legal
and financial assistance provided
to the jailed Indian citizens by the
embassy and affiliated bodies.

First Secretary Eish Singhal
urged the travellers to be cautious
while carrying the items of others.
“In some cases, those sentenced
claimed they had been handed
over a packet by agents while trav-
elling to Qatar and the packet was
found to contain prohibited or re-
stricted items when they landed,”
he said.

Qatar’s Ministry of Interior
(Mol) has repeatedly said depart-
ing or arriving travellers are not
allowed to carry drugs containing
narcotics or psychotropic sub-
stances except in accordance with
the controls and conditions issued
by the authorities concerned.

These should be carried with a
medical report with a validity not
exceeding six months.

The report should contain per-
sonal details of the patient, medi-
cal diagnosis, treatment plan and

duration along with medical pre-
scriptions and the scientific name
of the medicine.

Also, travellers need to ensure
that their baggage does not con-
tain narcotic substances or me-
dicinal drugs with dangerous psy-
chotropic substances.

Mol has also urged travellers not
to carry the belongings of others
while travelling to Qatar without
checking their contents to avoid
legal accountability.

“The carrier bears full criminal
responsibility if these materials are
prohibited in the country. Avoid
bringing any suspicious substanc-
es or drugs. Because some narcotic
substances and medicines may be
allowed in the home country but
banned in Qatar. Consult the gov-
ernment health institutions to get
medicines. Stay away from suspi-
cious places and bad friends,” Mol
has warned.

Anyone caught for the con-
sumption of narcotic substances
can get a fine of not more than
QR10,000 and not less than
QRS5,000.

Imprisonment for a period of
not exceeding three years and not
less than six months and a fine of
not exceeding QR20,000 and not
less than QR10,000 will be given
in case of drug abuse.

This applies to whoever im-
ports, possesses, acquires, pur-
chases, receives, transports,
produces, extracts, separates or
manufactures narcotic substanc-
es. This is also for those who culti-
vate or possess or purchase plants
listed in Schedule 4 with the in-
tention of illicit consumption or
personal use.

Travellers can check the list of
prohibited drugs at the website
of the Ministry of Public Health.
Incidents about drug abuse or
trafficking could be informed and
help could be sought at 2347000
and drug@moi.gov.qa
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GCC ministers stress on
protecting environment

atar chaired in Doha yesterday
the 26th Meeting of GCC Minis-
ters of Environment Affairs.

T inisters welcomed Saudi Ara-
bia’s scheduled hosting of the 16th ses-
sion of the Conference of the Parties
(COP16) of the UN Convention to Com-
bat Desertification (UNCCD), to be held
on December 2-13, and congratulated
the UAE on its successful hosting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change
(COP 28) and achieving its desired goals.

During his opening remarks, HE the
Minister of Environment and Climate
Change Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin
Turki al-Subaie, chair of the meeting,
stressed that the changes witnessed by
the world today, with their environmen-
tal and climate impacts, have become an
ongoing threat that requires, more than
ever, intensified efforts and continuous
co-ordination by the GCC council to
ensure sustainable development for cur-
rent and future generations.

Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC)
Secretary-General Jasem Mohamed
Albudaiwi praised the efforts of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad al-Thani and the leaders of the
GCC countries, noting that the GCC
countries are working to enhance envi-
ronmental policies, rely on renewable
energy, and reduce carbon emissions to
achieve a balance between development
and environmental protection.

Bahrain’s Oil and Environment Min-
ister Dr Mohammed bin Mubarak bin
Dainah stressed the role played by the
Gulf Ministerial Council in addressing
common issues in all positions, whether
regional or international, noting that all
countries in the region and the world are
suffering today from the challenges of
climate change.

Saudi Arabia’s Deputy Minister of
Environment, Water and Agriculture.
Mansour bin Hilal al-Mushaiti high-
lighted the contribution of the Ministe-
rial Council, through this committee, in
advancing the joint environmental work
process towards achieving the goals of
sustainable development in the region,
including approving the strategic plan
of the Committee of Ministers Respon-
sible for the Environment, and adopting
the environmental directions of the GCC
countries.

Chairman of the Oman’s Environment

| i
ﬁ

Authority, Dr Abdullah bin Ali al-Amri,
reviewed his country’s efforts in pro-
tecting wildlife and endangered animals.

Acting director-general of Kuwait’s
Public Environment Authority Samira
Mohamad al-Kandari attributed the
stability and distinguished growth wit-
nessed by the GCC countries to the wise
directives of their leaders and their con-
tinuous emphasis on the necessity of
protecting the environment, preserving
its natural resources, and sustainable
development through planning and im-
plementation that takes into account the
environmental dimension in all develop-
ment projects.

The meeting concluded with the ap-
proval of the recommendations and re-
sults of the work of the technical com-
mittees and joint working groups in the
fields of environment, biodiversity and
international co-operation, in addition
tojoint activities and events. - QNA

Qatar joins public security forum in China

Qatar participated in the Global Public Security Co-operation Forum in China
from September 8-10. HE the Assistant Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior
for Security Affairs Sheikh Nayef bin Faleh bin Saud al-Thani led the delegation
participating in the form. On this occasion, HE Sheikh Nayef discussed with
representative of the vice-governor of Shaanxi province and director of the
province’s Public Security Administration Office, Lai Bing, co-operation, relations
in security fields, and ways to develop them. - QNA

Ministry issues recall orders for BMW, Mazda models

The Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (MoCI), in co-operation
with Alfardan Automobiles, has
announced the recall of BMW iX xDrive
40,iX M60, 735i Saloon, and 520i Sedan,
2022-2024 models, as faulty installation
of a capacitor may possibly cause re-
duction in the steering assistance when
parking, leading to the display of a steer-
ing fault message.

The MoCl, in co-operation with Na-
tional Car Company, also announced the
recall of Mazda CX-60, 2023 model, as a
possible defect in the automatic trans-
mission control unit (clutch), leads to a
decrease in engine speed during deceler-
ation, and an error in the Engine Control
Unit causes the fuel tank temperature to
rise and fuel to evaporate, thereby stop-
ping the engine at low speeds.

The MoCI urged all customers to re-
port any violations to its Consumer Pro-
tection and Anti- Commercial Fraud De-
partment, which processes complaints,
inquires and suggestions through the
following channels: Call Centre: 16001,
e-mail: info@moci.gov.qa, social media
channels @mociqatar, and mobile appli-
cation MOCIQatar available on iPhone
and Android devices.

Gord develops hybrid cooling system

Al-Kuwari meets Yemen premier

HE the Minister of Finance Ali

bin Ahmed al-Kuwari met Yemen

Prime Minister Dr Ahmed Awad bin
Mubarak, who is currently visiting

the country. The meeting discussed i
aspects of co-operation betweenthe & o

two countries and ways of enhancing ; 'L L 4

and developing them, in addition to i‘ | = r

various tOpICS of common interest. i
Al-Kuwan meets Bloomberg Media chief

HE the Minister of Finance Ali bin Ahmed
al-Kuwari met with Bloomberg Media
chief executive Karen Saltser at the
headquarters of the Ministry of Finance.
They discussed areas of joint co-
operation, reviewed relations between
the parties concerned, and other
important economic and investment
developments.

Qatar,
Palestine
ministers
meet

HE the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi met Palestine
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Varsen Aghabekian Shaheen
yesterday on the sidelines of the 162nd session of the Arab League Council at the level
of Foreign Ministers. - QNA

Dr Yousef Alhorr.

From Page1

“We hope that after final
testing, we can produce com-
mercial prototypes of this
cooling system,” he said.

He explained that Synergia
7nl has already received two
awards: one from the Asso-
ciation of Energy Engineers in
the US for the best energy in-
novation in the world, and the
other an award for Best Patent
in Energy Efficiency from the
League of Arab States.

“The system can seamlessly
combine seven cooling solu-
tions into one portable unit
and hence named 7nl,” Dr Al-
horr said. “We have managed

to manufacture the prototype
in Qatar, which is now attract-
ing a new business opportu-
nity for the local industry”

“As cooling now accounts
for 70% of energy consump-
tion in buildings, it is very
important to tackle this chal-
lenge, and this is what we have
managed to do with Synergia,”
he added. “Moreover, Synergia
will support new jobs creation
in this very important do-
main”

The founding chairman of
Gord said anew line of air con-
ditioners can be launched with
the Synergia 7nl technology.

“We are eagerly anticipat-
ing the impact this innovation

WAREHOUSE
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will have as fresh air handling
units have a promising po-
tential,” he said. “These units
can be used to cool entertain-
ment venues, souks, parks,
and workplaces, among other
locations.”

“They can also be used
to cool specialised facilities
such as hospitals and surgery
rooms, where the circulated
air is not allowed, and you
need 100% fresh air,” Dr Al-
horr said. “So, when the air
conditioning systems deal
with 100% fresh air, there is
a big challenge in terms of the
energy use.”

“The differences between
our system and the con-
ventional systems are pri-
marily in two key areas,” he
said. “Alongside using the
compressor for cooling, our
system uses dehumidifica-
tion and indirect evaporative
cooling as two pre-treatment
stages for processing air.”

As for the operation of the
new system, Dr Alhorr said
that desiccant dehumidifica-
tion is used to reduce the hu-
midity of the air and goes to
another pre-treatment stage
where it is cooled down again
by using the evaporative cool-
ing.

“By having these two pre-
treatment stages, we reduce
50% of the energy used for the
remaining cooling. Instead of
cooling from 48° Celsius out-
side to 18C inside, the com-
pressors are pre-conditioned
to stage 1, with temperature
reduced from 48C to 33C;
he said. “Then, in stage 2, the
compressors cool from 33C to
18C. Fifty per cent of the load
is taken by the two pre-treat-
ment stages, where we don’t
use compressors.”’

“It’s only one pump and a
few fans, making the energy
consumption very minimal
compared to the energy con-
sumption of the compressors,”
Dr Alhorr added.

“In the US, Europe, and the
Far East, there are various on-
going projects focused on ex-
ploring and developing hybrid
cooling systems,” he stated.
“We have managed to do it on
alarge scale with capacities of
up to 100 tonnes, which rep-
resents a substantial scale of
operation”

dadlihll 0
QatarEnergy
LNG
QatarEnergy LNG
Tender Invitation
TENDER TENDER | TENDER | TENDER TENDER
No. ISSUE FEE BOND CLOSING
NUMBER / DESCRIPTION PERIOD (QAR) (USD) DATE
LTC/CIOFS/6543/24

Provision of Underwater 12/09/2024

1 Inspection and to 0 2,430,000 | 14/10/2024
Geophysical Survey on 19/09/2024

Call Off Basis

Scope of Work:
The objective of this tender is to establish long term Contract(s) on call off basis for (i) Inshore

pipeline & submarine cable survey, (ii) Offshore pipeline and submarine cable surveys, (iii)
Offshore jacket structure surveys (iv) Air and saturation diving activities (v) Minor rectification
works and (vi) Marine surveys and ROV services for drilling and environmental support. The
duration of the awarded Contract (s) shall be five (05) years tentatively from 18 Jul 2025 with
a sole option for Company to extend it further for up to two (02) years.

Bid Validity: Bid should be valid for 180 calendar days from the Tender Closing Date.

Place for Tender Collection and Bid Submission:

ITT document for this tender will be available in QatarEnergy LNG website under Suppliers tab
>Current Open Tenders. The bids shall be submitted through the QatarEnergy LNG online
platform (SMART by GEP).

Note: Effective from 1st July 2023, bids received from Local Companies (established under
the Laws of State of Qatar with local Commercial Registration) who are not in possession of
an ICV score in the ICV portal by Bid Closing Date (or commercial bid submission date if
separately mentioned/notified) will not be accepted. Local Company that has been established
for less than 2 years and insurance companies are exempted from this requirement. For further
details please visit ICV Digital Portal:- https://icv.qa/en-US/

DOLPHIN u1alga
ENERGY / aalh U

Dolphin Energy Limited

Invitation to Tender

Deadline for
Submission,
Tender Number Description Tender Bond 12 Noon
(Qatar Time)
on

Call off Services for Emergency Pipeline 8™ October

RFP-QC-0PU1777 Repair System Onshore Ras Laffan QAR 40,000 2024
- OC.OPLL Long Term Service Agreement (LTSA) for 8™ October

RFP-QC-OPU-1806 NDT Services QAR 150,000 2024

Dolphin Energy Limited (Qatar) is inviting companies to participate in the above Tenders.

Only companies registered in the State of Qatar with proven experience, the required facilities and
technical knowledge as well as a demonstrated track record in the supply of the services required should

apply.

Expression of Interest (EOI) Form can be downloaded from the company’s website
www.dolphinenergy.com/procurement

Interested companies must complete the EOl Form and submit it to the company’s
email address within two (2) working days from the publication date of this
advertisement.

How to Tender

Following receipt of the completed EQI Form, interested companies will receive a
Request for Proposal (RFP) through Dolphin Energy’s SAP Ariba to tender.
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Finnish ambassador visits Qmic

i

The Qatar Mobility Innovations Centre (Qmic) of Qatar University hosted Finnish ambassador Pekka

Voutilainen, for discussing areas of possible collaboration. Ambassador Voutilainen engaged with Qmic’s
leadership to gain insights into the centre’s innovative projects in mobility solutions, smart technologies,

and innovative initiatives, a statement said. The discussions focused on potential areas for collaboration,
particularly in advancing smart mobility and enhancing transportation infrastructure. The envoy also
introduced some of the most significant technological developments within the Finnish technology sector, and
presented some ideas regarding possible partnerships with stakeholders in the Qatari market.

Ambassador Voutilainen stated: “This visit reflects the commitment of both countries to foster collaboration
ininnovation and technology. | am impressed by Qmic’s initiatives and believe there are significant
opportunities for partnership that can benefit both nations.” Dr Mohammed Abdulaziz al-Sada, Qmic’s
executive director, said: “We are excited about the possibility of working together with Finnish counterparts
to leverage technology and contribute to Qatar’s vision for a smart and sustainable future, as well as boosting
collaboration with Qmic and Qatar University, the main national educational institute in Qatar.”

Alchemist Doha officially
launches in Qatar

Alchemist Doha, a partnership between Alchemist Accelerator
and QRDI, seeks to create thriving environment for tech-savvy
entrepreneurs in emerging markets

Ichemist Doha (AD) held its
Ainaugural launch event yes-

terday, bringing together a
diverse group of entrepreneurs, in-
vestors, and community members
dedicated to fostering innovation
in Qatar and emerging markets.

Alchemist Doha is the product
of a dynamic partnership between
Alchemist Accelerator and the Qa-
tar Research, Development, and
Innovation Council (QRDI).

It seeks to create a thriving en-
vironment for tech-savvy entre-
preneurs in emerging markets,
including Qatar, eager to take their
businesses to new heights.

AD’s mission is to identify,
support and invest in promising
founders with “exceptional prod-
ucts and proven market traction”
who wish to live in Doha to harness
local opportunities and have a sta-
ble supportive homebase for their
ventures.

The launch event featured a series
of discussions and presentations by
prominent figures from the startup
and innovation community.

Omar al-Ansari, secretary-gen-
eral, QRDI Council, and Ravi Be-
lani, CEO, Alchemist Accelerator,
kicked off the event by discussing
the untapped potential of startups
and founders in emerging markets.

This was followed by an intro-
duction to the Alchemist Doha
team who talked about prior expe-
riences that shaped their outlook
and personal missions. Addition-
ally, the event spotlighted two Al-
chemist’s alumni who shared their
experiences and highlighted the

Omar al-Ansari, secretary-general, QRDI Council, and Ravi Belani, CEO,
Alchemist Accelerator, kicked off the event by discussing the untapped
potential of startups and founders in emerging markets.

value that the Alchemist’s network
and programmes have provided on
their journey.

The event offered attendees a
firsthand look at the benefits of
joining Alchemist Doha and how
it can open doors for emerging en-
trepreneurs.

“By combining our resources
and expertise, we aim to create a
thriving RDI ecosystem in Doha
that will drive a strong culture of
innovation and product develop-
ment, and enable global expan-
sion. Together, we are committed
to supporting the most promising
founders from Qatar and emerging
markets in achieving their full po-
tential,” said al-Ansari.

“We are delighted to collaborate
with QRDI to launch Alchemist
Doha. This partnership reflects
our shared vision of nurturing and
empowering tech entrepreneurs

in emerging markets, and we look
forward to the impact this will
have on the region and the world,”
said Belani.

Startups joining Alchemist
Doha would receive an equity in-
vestment of up to $1mn, access to
the flagship Alchemist Accelera-
tor programme and the Alchemist
global network, dedicated support
services to integrate within Qatar’s
market and innovation ecosys-
tem, as well as incubation and soft
landing services provided through
AD’s network of local partners.

As Alchemist Doha continues its
journey, it is planning more initia-
tives aimed at fostering innovation
and strengthening connections
among entrepreneurs and inves-
tors. The team is excited about the
future and remains committed to
supporting and empowering the
startup community.

GU-Q’s new literary series ‘Qalam’ begins

eorgetown Universi-
G.ty in Qatar (GU-Q) has

launched ‘Qalam: Great
Writers in Conversation with Ka-
mila Shamsie} a series that will
bring some of the world’s most
acclaimed writers to engage with
the community.

Led by award-winning novelist,
and GU-Q’s inaugural Writer-in-
Residence Kamila Shamsie, the
series offers a unique exploration
of how storytelling can bridge cul-
tures and ideas.

The inaugural event, open to
the public, will be held on GU-
Q’s campus on September 15 from
5.30pm to 7pm. It will feature a
conversation with Abdulrazak
Gurnah, winner of the 2021 Nobel
Prize in Literature.

Gurnah’s powerful works, in-
cluding Paradise and Afterlives,
explore themes of colonialism,
migration, and identity—subjects
that resonate deeply in the modern
world.

Shamsie, whose own novels,
such as Home Fire and Burnt Shad-
ows, examine the intersections of
history, politics, and personal ex-
perience, will join Gurnah in dis-
cussing these important topics.

“Qalam will allow audiences to
hear from writers who look un-
sparingly at the complexities of
the world and the human heart,
bypassing easy answers in favour

Abdulrarak

Giurnah

Kamila

Shamsic

The series offers a unique exploration of how storytelling can bridge

cultures and ideas.

of deep exploration,” said Shamsie.

She went on to share her enthu-
siasm for her role at GU-Q and the
upcoming programme of events:
“I’'m particularly excited by the
opportunity to bring some of the
world’s greatest writers to audi-
ences in Doha — we often talk of
literature as ‘universal’ but con-
versations and interpretations are
always shaped by context, and I'm
sure it will be a delight to both the
writers and their audiences to en-
counter each other in Qatar where
so many different histories inter-
sect”

Following this inaugural event,
Qalam will continue on October
23, with Hisham Matar, the Pu-
litzer Prize-winning author of The
Return.

In November 2024, Ahdaf Soue-
if, the acclaimed Egyptian novelist
of The Map of Love and founder of
the Palestine Festival of Literature
will also take part in the series.

In addition to public talks,
Qalam offers students the chance
to participate in intimate fireside
chats, book clubs, and other activ-
ities designed to foster deeper en-
gagement with these distinguished
authors.

A special initiative driven by
Dean Safwan Masri as part of GU-
Q’s 20th anniversary celebrations,
Qalam reflects the university’s
commitment to fostering dialogue
and bringing diverse voices to-
gether — challenging, inspiring,
and transforming how we under-
stand the world and each other.

KiSpace opens 3rd Apple \
reseller store in Qatar

® Space, an Apple authorised
reseller, celebrated the grand
opening of its third store in
Qatar, located on the first floor
of City Center Doha.

Designed with its signature
blend of technology and aes-
thetic, the 116sq m store features
sleek grey and white tones, cre-
ating a space that embodies the
elegance and innovation of the
Apple brand, a statement said.

“We are thrilled to expand our
presence with the opening of iS-
pace at City Center Doha,” said
Bader al-Darwish, chairman and
managing director of Darwish
Holding.

“The mall’s prime location in
the West Bay, combined with its
diverse retail mix, offers the ideal
environment for delivering the
complete Apple experience.”

The new store will showcase
the latest Apple products — in-
cluding the iPhone 15 series,
MacBook Air with M3, the re-
designed iPad Air, the iPad Pro
with M4, and the Apple Watch
models.

“iSpace customers are ea-
gerly awaiting to explore the
newest innovations that will be
launched later this month fol-
lowing the recent Apple event,’
it was explained.

\_ iSpace offers a wide range of

The new store features sleek grey and white tones, creating a space
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that embodies the elegance and innovation of the Apple brand.

accessories from leading brands
such as Bang & Olufsen, Beats
by Apple, Belkin, Bose, Devialet,
Promate, Sennheiser and Sony.
Complementing these offerings
is a suite of exceptional value-
added services:

- Trade-in programme: Ex-
clusive value on old devices.
Buy-back guarantee: Guaran-
teed buyback of every Apple
product purchased at a mini-
mum of 40%. Instalment plans:
0% fee on 12-month instalment
plans with selected banks. Ex-

tended warranty: Complimen-
tary 4-year warranty on iPhone,
Mac, iPad, and Apple Watch. Pay
later: “Buy Now - Pay Later”
service with no interest or hid-
den costs.

During the first three months
following the opening, iSpace
customers can earn double Av-
ios on every purchase of Apple
products. This offer is valid at all
three iSpace locations: Lagoona
Mall, Al Maha Center on Salwa
Road, and City Center Doha, as
well as online at iSpace.qa )
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IFRC president takes
partin Qatar meetings

IFRC president Kate Forbes meeting with QRCS president Yousef bin Ali al-Khater.

ate Forbes, president of
Kthe International Federa-

tion of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC), has
made a two-day visit to Qatar
to take part in several meetings
and activities, in co-operation
with Qatar Red Crescent Society
(QRCS).

At the headquarters of QRCS,
she held a meeting with presi-
dent Yousef bin Ali al-Khater,
secretary-general Faisal Mo-
hamed al-Emadi, and interna-
tional relations head Dr Aiham
Ismail al-Sukhni. The meeting
was attended by Liana Ghu-
kasyan, special adviser to IFRC
president, and Yara Yassine, head
of Strategic Partnerships and
Resource Mobilisation at IFRC -
Mena.

Al-Emadi took Forbes and
the accompanying delegation
on a tour of Al-Hemailah Work-
ers’ Health Centre, operated by
QRCS in the New Industrial
Area under the supervision of
the Ministry of Public Health.
She praised the quality medi-
cal services provided for up to
2,000 patients per day.

The tour was attended by
QRCS’ Medical Affairs Division

officer Dr Hassan Ali Qassim,
Emergency Medical Services
acting director Ahmed Saoud
Jassim, and the centre director
Dr Murhaf al-Akshar.

The delegation visited QRCS’
Disaster Information Manage-
ment Center (DIMC), with Dr
Mohamed Salah Ibrahim, di-
rector of Relief and Interna-
tional Programmes Division.

They watched a detailed
presentation on the activities
and resources of DIMC, the in-
tervention process during local
and international emergencies,
and the outcomes of the field
training Disaster Management
Camp.

In collaboration with the
Center for Conflict and Hu-
manitarian Studies, Forbes
delivered a public lecture enti-
tled Protection of Children in
Disaster, Emergency, and Crisis
Situations. It was attended by
al-Emadi, Dr Ibrahim, ICRC’s
Qatar Mission head Basma
Tabaja, ambassadors, QRCS
members, Doha Institute aca-
demics and students.

With the participation of
Forbes, al-Emadi inaugurated
on Monday a two-day work-

QRCS and ICRC Partnership.
The ceremony was attended by
Willem de Jonge, deputy head
of ICRC Regional Delegation in
GCC, Tabaja, Dr Ibrahim, and
Jassim.

Al-Emadi and Forbes took
part in a five-day Training of
Trainers workshop on Focused
MHPSS Activities for Groups,
co-organised by QRCS and
IFRC. Forbes visited QRCS’
section at KidZania Doha, to-
gether with al-Emadi and Hus-
sein Aman al-Ali, director of
Volunteering and Local Devel-
opment Division.

In celebration of the 75th an-
niversary of the Geneva Conven-
tions 1949, an arts exhibition titled
Dialogues on Humanity was inau-
gurated yesterday by Forbes, al-
Emadi, and Tabaja, in the presence
of Sheikha Hanouf Abdulrahman
al-Thani, director of International
Organisations Department at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and
many ambassadors and represent -
atives of local/international gov-
ernment organisations and NGOs.

Running until September 29,
the 40-photograph exhibition
is co-organised by the Embassy
of Switzerland in Qatar, QRCS,

executive director Abdullah
Sultan al-Qatan, chief medical

shop on Advancing Crisis Re-
sponse in Health Through

Photo Elysee.

Qatar chairs GCC traffic
directors general panel meeting

Qatar chaired the 43rd virtual meeting of the committee of traffic directors general in the GCC
states. Director-General of Traffic Maj. Gen. Abdulaziz bin Jassim al-Thani represented Qatar at the
meeting, which discussed a number of items on the agenda regarding enhancing GCC co-operation

in the traffic sector. (QNA)

ANNOUNCEMENT

I, ABUBAKAR AAMIR JAVED KHERA

holder of

BRITISH Passport No. 150309244
QID No. 31558601248
hereby change my name

from
ABUBAKAR AAMIR JAVED KHERA

to

ABUBAKAR AAMIR KHERA

Any objection, please contact

THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR

NATIONALITY AFFAIRS

within 15 days from the publication of this notice.

ICRC and the Lausanne-based

HEC Paris in Qatar,

Apex Health sign MoU

|

EC Paris in Qatar and
HApex Health have signed

a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) to enhance
healthcare leadership, promoting
wellness and advancing health-
care standards in Qatar, a state-
ment said.

The MoU emphasises the ex-
change of knowledge and ex-
pertise, particularly leadership
programmes at enhancing talent
development across Qatar and the
region. This partnership marks a
significant step towards raising
healthcare standards, leveraging
innovative solutions and integrat -

b | |
Members of HEC Paris in Qatar and Apex Health at the MoU signing event.

ing world-class educational re-
sources.

The signing ceremony took
place at Apex Health’s state-of-

recognise the vital role that edu-
cation plays in empowering ex-
ecutives, supporting outstanding
talents and shaping the future of

the-art View Hospital, officiated
by Joseph Hazel, CEO of Apex
Health, and Dr Pablo Martin de
Holan, dean of HEC Paris in Qatar.

Dr de Holan said: “By leveraging
HEC Paris’s expertise in execu-
tive education and Apex Health’s
innovation in healthcare, we are
not just improving healthcare
standards - we are shaping the fu-
ture leaders who will drive Qatar’s
healthcare sector to new heights”

Hazel, said: “At Apex Health we

Qatar. This promising co-opera-
tion between the two parties will
push education opportunities to
new levels. The value of this part-
nership will come to life by pro-
viding HEC Paris’ executives with
an enriching educational experi-
ence, utilising our physician’s in-
ternational expertise to give back
to the community, and facilitating
the valuable exchange of scientific
information to expand the scope
of research outputs,” Hazel added.

Thai embassy showcases
‘vibrant culture’ in Doha

By Joey Aguilar
Staff Reporter

he Thailand embassy in

Qatar brought three of

Thailand’s most iconic tra-
ditions to life at a Doha event, of-
fering attendees an opportunity to
engage with the country’s vibrant
culture.

The “Experience the Thai-
ness Trio: Thai Food, Thai Mas-
sage, and Muay Thai,” provided a
unique journey into the heart of
Thailand’s cultural heritage.

Speaking at the event, Thai am-
bassador Sira Swangsilpa said the
occasion “exemplifies the deep
wisdom, creativity, and traditions
of Thailand, cultivated over gen-
erations and recognised globally
for their unique contributions to
health and well-being.

“The Thai-ness Trio repre-
sents more than just our cul-
tural heritage - it embodies the
spirit of Thailand. The first ‘T’
is Thai food, rich in herbs and
spices, promotes nourishment
and balance. The second “T” is
Thai massage, long known for
its therapeutic qualities, offers
much-needed relief from the
stresses of modern life”.

The envoy underlined that
Unesco recognised “Traditional
Thai Massage” as an Intangible
Cultural Heritage in 2019, adding
it to their prestigious list.

According to Swangsilpa, the
third “T” is Thai boxing or Muay
Thai, a discipline demanding
both physical and mental forti-
tude. He pointed out that all the
live demonstrations at the event
was led by local experts - skilled
Thai chefs, boxing coaches, and
masseuses — who bring the au-
thentic spirit of Thailand to
Doha.

“This event is not only a
showecase of our culture but also
a platform for fostering deep-
er mutual understanding and
strengthening people-to-people
connections as well as enhanc-
ing social interactions between
Thailand and Qatar,” he said.

Sira Swangsilpa and Abdullah al-Dosari with Muay Thai coaches and
trainers. PICTURE: Joey Aguilar

Ambassador Sira Swangsilpa takes part in the live Muay Thai demo.
(Supplied picture)

‘Experience the Thai-ness
Trio’ was attended by Qatar
Sports for All Federation CEO
Abdullah al-Dosari as a honor-
ary guest, along with spouses of
heads of foreign missions in the
country, among other guests.

The event kicked off with a
spotlight on Muay Thai, Thai-
land’s time-honoured martial art.
Deeply entwined with the nation’s
heritage, Muay Thai is renowned
worldwide as the “Art of Eight
Limbs” Attendees also experi-
enced authentic Thai massage —
an ancient art that aims to unlock
blocked energy, restore balance,
and revitalise the entire being -
as expert therapists showcase the
graceful movements and precise
application of techniques.

The event’s final segment fo-
cused on exploring the Thai cui-
sine, displaying what was de-
scribed as a harmonious blend of
flavours inspired by Thailand’s
bountiful agriculture and rich cul-
tural heritage.

Part of the programme is a live
cooking demo of Phad Thai, a na-
tional treasure renowned for its
perfect balance of sweet, sour and
salty notes.

The embassy said the Destina-
tion Thailand Visa is available for
those seeking to immerse them-
selves in Thai culture. This five-
year visa grants 180-day stays per
entry, ideal for digital nomads,
freelancers, and anyone interested
in Muay Thai, Thai cooking, or
other cultural experiences.

Qatar Charity signs MoU to aid Sri Lanka farmers

atar Charity (QC), through its

office in Colombo, Sri Lanka,

signed a memorandum of un-
ders ing (MoU) with the Ministry
of Agriculture and Plantation Indus-
tries to assist small-scale farmers in
enhancing agricultural practices and
increasing their incomes.

QC also distributed 2,500 food
packages, in co-ordination with the
National Secretariat for Non-Govern-
mental Organisations in Sri Lanka, to
families impacted by natural disasters
across various regions of the country.
This comes as part of QC’s efforts to
enhance food security and to ease the
financial pressures on vulnerable fami-
lies in Sri Lanka.

The agreement was signed by Mah-
moud Abu Khalifa, director of QC’s
Office in Sri Lanka, and Janaka Dhar-
makeerthi, secretary of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Plantation Indus-
tries. The agreement includes funding
for a project to distribute fertilisers to

approximately 3,500 farmers across
several provinces. At the food pack-
ages distribution, Sanjeewa Wimala-
gunarathna, director general of the
National Secretariat for Non-Govern-
mental Organisations, noted that each
package is designed to meet the needs
of beneficiary families for an entire
month. He also expressed his appre-

ciation to QC for its impactful contri-
bution to addressing humanitarian and
developmental needs across various
sectors, benefiting all sections of Sri
Lankan society.

Janaka Kumara, secretary of the Co-
lombo District, praised QC for its timely
intervention in aiding families displaced
by natural disasters. The beneficiaries

expressed their gratitude for the food
aid provided by QC amid their struggles
with poverty and displacement.

Sudarshana Fonseka said: “I felt im-
mense joy upon receiving the large and
diverse food package. It will help us
prepare nutritious meals for our chil-
dren and ease the burden of our difficult
living conditions.”
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Palestinian medics administer polio vaccines to children at the Al-Daraj neighbourhood clinic in Gaza City,
yesterday, amid the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestinian Hamas movement.

WHO: Polio vaccine

push moves to
northern Gaza

amid disruptions

AFP
Geneva

he third phase of a giant po-

I lio vaccination drive target -

ing children in Gaza began

yesterday in a particularly war-

ravaged zone, but the WHO said

a support convoy had to abort its
mission.

After the first confirmed polio
case in 25 years, a massive vac-
cination effort began last week
targeting over 640,000 children
under 10, aided by localised “hu-
manitarian pauses” in fighting.

After covering central and
southern Gaza, the campaign
moved into its final phase in the
north from yesterday until tomor-
row, said World Health Organisa-
tion spokesman Tarik Jasarevic.

Maher Shamiya, the deputy
health minister in the Gaza Strip,
said that 230 teams were working
to provide the vaccines and that
there had already been “signifi-
cant turnout of families eager to
vaccinate their children”

“I came to protect my children
from polio,” said Samah Yahya, a
38-year-old mother of two from
Gaza City.

“I heard that the vaccine is safe,
and thank God, the children re-
ceived it” Disease has spread with
Gaza lying in ruins and the major-
ity of its 2.4mn residents forced
to flee their homes due to Israel’s
military assault — often taking
refuge in cramped and unsanitary
conditions.

A fresh campaign to provide a
needed second dose is due to be-
gin in about four weeks in Gaza,
besieged for over 11 months.

AFP
Amman

ordanians voted yesterday in a

parliamentary election over-

shadowed by the Gaza war and

ncerns over a slump in tourism,

a sector vital to the kingdom’s
economy.

It is the first vote since a 2022
reform increased the number of
seats in the house, reserving more
for women and lowering the mini-
mum age for candidates.

Despite these efforts to mod-
ernise the legislature, voters and
candidates said the war in the
Gaza Strip dominated the elec-
tion.

After voting, Prime Minister
Bisher Khasawneh said he hoped
the turnout would not be affected
by “this brutal Israeli aggression”

“We hope that the vote will be
high and befitting of this national
occasion,” he said.

Independent Election Commis-
sion chairman Musa Maaytah later
told a news conference he expected
turnout “to be around the average of
the previous elections in 2020 and
2016” when it was “around 30 per-

A Palestinian medic unpacks polio vaccines during an inoculation drive
at the Al-Daraj neighbourhood clinic in Gaza City, yesterday.

Ahead of the roll-out of the
third phase, “vaccines, cold chain
equipment and finger markers
were delivered to north Gaza yes-
terday,” Jasarevic said.

However, “a WHO mission car-
rying fuel for hospitals and vehi-
cles for the polio campaign as well
as campaign monitoring experts
was impeded”; he said.

It had taken three hours for that
mission to get a green light from
the Israelis to move, “followed by
five hours at the holding point,
after which the mission had to be
aborted”, he explained.

WHO also voiced concern that
some areas in the north facing Is-
raeli evacuation orders are part
of the areas where humanitarian
pauses had been agreed to allow
the vaccination to go ahead.

“We appeal to all parties to con-
tinue ensuring these humanitar-
ian pause zones are respected dur-
ing the campaign,’ Jasarevic said.

He said a separate WHO mis-
sion to reach Gaza’s largest hospi-
tal, Al-Shifa, in the north was also
“impeded” on Monday.

Jordanians vote in
election overshadowed
by Gaza conflict

cent” Polls closed at 7:00pm (1600
GMT), with the electoral authority
announcing a turnout of about 32%.

Chief European parliament ob-
server Zeljana Zovko had earlier
told reporters voting was “going
smoothly”

Analysts had predicted a high
abstention rate, with Islamist can-
didates struggling to harness public
anger over the devastating war in
Gaza sparked by Hamas’s unprec-
edented October first week storm-
ing of Israel.

Jordan signed a peace treaty
with Israel in 1994, becoming only
the second Arab state to do so after
Egypt.

But around half its population is
of Palestinian origin, and protests
calling for the treaty’s cancellation
have been frequent since the war
erupted.

Tensions escalated further two
days before polling day when a Jor-
danian gunman killed three Israeli
guards at Jordan’s border crossing
with the occupied West Bank — the
first such attack since the 1990s.

Voters meanwhile fear the ongo-
ing war will continue to strain the
economy until Israel and Palestin-
ian Hamas group reach a ceasefire.

That marked the fourth time in
as many days that WHO was un-
able to reach the hospital.

“We call for safe and sustained
access to the north and for a func-
tional de-confliction system,
which still remains a challenge 11
months into the war,” Jasarevic
said.

He said the number of denied
requests for access to the north
had “doubled in August compared
to previous months”

UN spokesman Jens Laerke told
reporters that out of 208 UN at-
tempts to access northern Gaza in
August, only 74 successfully made
their scheduled aid deliveries.

“Forty-four were impeded,
which means they were blocked or
delayed on the ground, resulting
in some of them being aborted’,
while 72 were “flatly denied”, he
said, adding that the remainder
were withdrawn by the UN due to
logistical, operational or security
reasons.

Hamas’ October first week
storming of Israel sparked the war
in Gaza.

Israel strike on Lebanon
kills Hezbollah commander

AFP
Beirut

n Israeli strike yesterday
Aon eastern Lebanon killed

a Hezbollah commander,
a source close to the group and
the Israeli military said, with the
movement saying it launched
rockets in retaliation.

Hezbollah has traded near-
daily fire with Israeli forces in
support of ally Hamas since the
Palestinian group’s October first
week storming of Israel triggered
war in the Gaza Strip, with re-
peated escalations during more
than 11 months of the cross-bor-
der violence.

A source close to Hezbol-
lah told AFP that Mohammad

Qassem al-Shaer, “a field com-
mander” in the group’s elite
Radwan Force, “was targeted in
an Israeli strike on a motorcycle
in the Bekaa” Valley in Lebanon'’s
east, far from the Israeli border.

Hezbollah earlier announced
Shaer had been killed by Israeli
fire, but did not refer to him as a
commander.

Elsewhere, Lebanon’s health
ministry said an “Israeli enemy”
strike on a building in the south-
ern city of Nabatiyeh wounded
12 people, most of them lightly,
revising an earlier toll.

Hezbollah later said it
launched “dozens of Katyusha
rockets” at two north Israel mili-
tary positions “in response to the
enemy attacks... particularly the
assassination the enemy carried

out in the Bekaa” Valley and the
“targeting of a building”, refer-
ring to the Nabatiyeh strike.

The Israeli military said about
45 “projectiles were identified
crossing from Lebanon’, with
some intercepted and no imme-
diate reports of casualties, add-
ing that the air force later struck
“Hezbollah launchers” in south
Lebanon.

The cross-border violence
since early October has killed
some 615 people in Lebanon,
mostly fighters but also includ-
ing 138 civilians, according to an
AFP tally.

On the Israeli side, including
in the annexed Golan Heights,
authorities have announced the
deaths of at least 24 soldiers and
26 civilians.

Oil tanker ablaze
oftf Yemen threatens
environmental disaster

AFP
Dubai

n abandoned tanker car-
Arying more than one mil-

lion barrels of crude oil
could contaminate vast areas
of the Red Sea in a severe, long-
term environmental disaster if
it breaks up or explodes, experts
warn.

The Greek-flagged Sounion,
struck on August 21 by Yemen'’s
Houthi rebels, was still on fire as
recently as Saturday, maritime
monitors said.

Threatening an oil spill four
times the size of the 1989 Exxon
Valdez disaster off Alaska, a leak
or on-board blast could cause
almost irreparable damage, said
Julien Jreissati, Middle East and
North Africa programme direc-
tor at Greenpeace.

“Once released, an oil spill of
this magnitude could be nearly
impossible to contain, spreading
contamination across vast areas
of seawater and coastlines,’ Jre-
issatitold AFP.

“The long-term impacts on
marine biodiversity could be
devastating, with oil residues
potentially persisting in the en-
vironment for years or even dec-
ades”

The Houthis have been firing
drones and missiles at ships in
the vital commercial route since
November, saying they are tar-
geting vessels linked to Israel, the
US and Britain in a show of soli-
darity with Palestinians over the
Israel-Hamas war in Gaza.

The Sounion, carrying 150,000
tonnes of crude oil, lost engine
power and caught fire after the
initial strike, forcing the evacu-

ation of its 25 crew members by
a French frigate serving with the
European Union’s Aspides force,
which is patrolling the area.

The Houthis then returned
and detonated charges on the
ship’s deck, setting off new fires.
It is anchored west of the rebel-
held port city of Hodeidah, mid-
way between Yemen and Eritrea.

An attempt by private com-
panies to tow away the burning
ship was abandoned because it
was “not safe” to proceed, Aspi-
des, which was guarding the tug
boats involved, said last week.

“Given that the vessel is a
large, heavily laden oil tanker,
now immobilised and on fire, the
situation is extremely hazard-
ous and unpredictable,” Jreissati
said.

“The potential for a major
environmental disaster is sig-
nificant as the vessel could break
apart or explode at any time.”

The 10-month Houthi cam-
paign against shipping has killed
at least four sailors and sunk two
ships, including the Rubymar,
which went down in March car-
rying thousands of tonnes of fer-
tiliser.

The Sounion, however, poses
the gravest danger yet.

“This situation is an envi-
ronmental catastrophe slowly
unfolding in front of our eyes,”
said Wim Zwijnenburg of Dutch
peace-building group PAX.

The Joint Maritime Informa-
tion Center, run by an interna-
tional naval coalition, on Satur-
day said daily surveillance flights
had reported “several” fires on
deck but no visible cargo oil slick.

A salvage and firefighting op-
eration was expected to start
this week.

Dam overflow sparks new crisis
in insurgency-hit Nigerian city

AFP
Maiduguri

lood water from an over-
Fﬂowing dam has de-

stroyed tens of houses in
Maiduguri, the capital city of
Borno state in northeast Ni-
geria, with emergency officials
fearing the situation could get
worse.

Several aerial videos and
photos shared by the National
Emergency Management Agen-
cy (NEMA) with AFP showed
rows of houses submerged in
murky water.

An epicentre of more than a
decade-long insurgency, Mai-
duguri serves as the hub for the
responses to the humanitarian
crisis in the northeast region.

The UN refugee agency in
Nigeria (UNHCR) said on its
X account that it is the city’s
worst flooding in 30 years.

“It is an unprecedented in-
cident,” NEMA spokesman
Ezekiel Manzo said yesterday.
“Some of the central parts of
the city that have not witnessed
flood in so many years are wit-
nessing it today” The flood also
sacked the city’s post office
and main zoo, with authorities

The flooded yard of Sanda Kyarimi Park Zoo is pictured in
Maiduguri, northern Borno state, Nigeria, yesterday.

warning that “deadly animals
has been washed away into our
communities (sic)” Manzo said
forecasts did not prepare the
emergency workers for the ex-
tent of the flooding, while also
blaming the impact of climate
change for the “disaster”.

He told AFP that there were
deaths as a result of the inci-
dent but declined to give a spe-
cific number as rescue workers
continue rescue operations in
the affected areas.

With flooding still “high in
many parts of the city’, author-
ities have opened three “tem-
porary shelters” for the victims.

“Homes are submerged,
schools shut down & business-

es crippled as people evacuate
with their belongings,” UNCHR
Nigeria said.

Floods have killed at least
201 people and displaced
around 225,000 more in parts
of the country but mainly in the
northern region as of Septem-
ber 3.

Most of the deaths were in
the country’s northern region.
The NEMA spokesman said at
the end of last month that the
central and southern parts of
Nigeria may be hit harder as
rain intensifies.

At least 115,000 hectares
(285,000 acres) of farmland
have also been affected, NEMA
figures showed.

“Minor oil slicks were detect-
ed in some satellite images, likely
linked with burned oil after the
explosions or from the engine,’
added Zwijnenburg.

But “there has been no indica-
tion of a crude oil spill from the
cargo that the ship is carrying”

The Sounionrecalls the danger
posed by the FSO Safer super-
tanker, a 48-year-old ship with
a corroding hull that lay aban-
doned for years off Yemen’s Red
Sea coast.

The ship had gone unserviced
due to Yemen’s war between the
Houthis and a coalition, which
started in March 2015 and has
caused a major humanitarian
crisis in the impoverished coun-
try.

In August 2023, the United
Nations successfully completed
the transfer of its cargo of more
than a million barrels of oil in a
costly operation that took years
to organise.

Noam Raydan, an expert
tracking maritime attacks for the
Washington Institute for Near
East Policy think tank, said the
Sounion operation carried heavy
risks.

“Conducting salvage op-
erations during the Houthis’
months-long attack campaign in
the Red Seahasbeen challenging,
and the Sounion incident will be
no different,” Raydan said.

“Finding suitable tugboats
that are located near the region
and willing to operate in such a
risky environment can be diffi-
cult,” the expert added.

Adding to the problems, naval
forces “will need to remain near
the tanker to prevent the Houthis
from interrupting the (salvage)
process’, Raydan said.

HEALTH

DR Congo gets
50,000 mpox
vaccinedelivery
fromUS

Democratic Republic of Congo
received yesterday 50,000 more
vaccine doses from the United
States to fight the country’s mpox
epidemic, adding to some 200,000
donated by the European Union,
AFP reported from Kinshasa. The
DRC s at the epicentre of the

latest outbreak and has recorded
more than 21,500 cases and over
700 deaths, according to the

public health institute in charge

of managing the epidemic in the
country. “The donation of 50,000
vaccines against mpox coming
from the US arrived today in the DR
Congo,” US ambassador to DRC Lucy
Tamlyn said on X yesterday.

TRAGEDY
3
Senegal migrant

shipwreck deathtoll
climbstoatleast 26

Senegal’s navy said yesterday

that at least 26 people died after

a migrant boat sank off the coast
two days earlier, in the latest
migration-linked tragedy to occur
off West Africa, AFP reported from
Dakar. In a post on X, the navy said
it had recovered “17 lifeless bodies”
yesterday, bringing the toll to 26
after nine were initially announced
dead following the shipwreck.
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TRIAL

Thai ex-cop denies changing
evidence in hit-and-run case

ANNOUNCEMENT

Chinese ships enter Sea of

Japan ahead of military drills

ACCIDENT

Taiwan fighter jet crashes
at seaon training mission

STRATEGY

Peaches from Fukushima
regionsold at Harrods

A former senior Thai police officer denied charges of
evidence-tampering yesterday in a deadly hit-and-

Five Chinese naval ships entered the Sea of Japan
heading in the direction of Russia over the weekend,

A Taiwan air force Mirage fighter jet crashed off the
island’s northwest coast yesterday night and search

Peaches from Fukushima can now be bought at London’s
luxury department store Harrods in a Japanese push

run crash involving an heir to the Red Bull fortune Tokyo said after Beijing announced joint military drills efforts were ongoing for the pilot, who successfully to ease fears about produce grown in the region hit by

more than a decade ago. It is the first time anyone has
appeared in court on charges linked to the 2012 crash,
in which Vorayuth “Boss” Yoovidhya was accused of
ploughing his Ferrari into a policeman’s motorbike,
killing the officer on the spot. Former national police
chief General Somyot Poompanmoung, along with a
former deputy attorney general and six others, denied
charges of malfeasance and cover-up in a hearing in

Bangkok.

60 nations endorse
‘blueprint’ for Al
use in military;
China opts out

Reuters
Seoul

bout 60 countries including
Athe US endorsed a “blue-

print for action” to govern
responsible use of artificial intelli-
gence (AI) in the military yesterday,
but China was among those which
did not support the legally non-
binding document.

The Responsible Al in the Mili-
tary Domain (REAIM) summit in
Seoul, the second of its kind, fol-
lows one held in The Hague last
year.

At that time, around 60 nations
including China endorsed a modest
“call to action” without legal com-
mitment.

Government representatives
yesterday said this year’s “blue-
print” was more action-oriented,
in keeping with advanced discus-
sions and developments in the
military such as AI-enabled drones
being rolled out by Ukraine, which
also endorsed the document.

“We are making further concrete
steps,” Netherlands Defence Min-
ister Ruben Brekelmans said. “Last
year ... was more about creating
shared understanding, now we are
getting more towards action”

This includes laying out what
kind of risk assessments should be
made, important conditions such
as human control, and how con-
fidence-building measures can be
taken in order to manage risks, he
said.

Among the details added in the
document was the need to prevent
Al from being used to prolifer-

North Korealeader
vows to exponentially
boost nuclear arsenal

North Korean leader Kim

Jong-un said the country is now
implementing a nuclear force
construction policy to increase
the number of nuclear weapons
“exponentially”, state media KCNA
reported yesterday.

In a speech on North Korea’s
founding anniversary on Monday,
Kim said the country must more
thoroughly prepare its “nuclear
capability and its readiness to use
it properly at any given time in
ensuring the security rights of the
state”, said KCNA. A strong military
presence is needed to face “the
various threats posed by the US
and its followers”, he added. Kim
also said North Korea is facing a
“grave threat” from what it sees

as a US-led nuclear-based military
bloc in the region. South Korea’s
deputy defence minister for policy,
Cho Chang-rae, and his US and
Japanese counterparts yesterday
condemned Pyongyang’s recent
diversification of nuclear delivery
systems, tests and launches of
multiple ballistic missiles.

ate weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) by actors including ter-
rorist groups, and the importance
of maintaining human control and
involvement in nuclear weapons
employment.

There are many other initiatives
ontheissue, such as the US govern-
ment’s declaration on responsible
use of Al in the military launched
last year.

The Seoul summit - co-hosted
by the Netherlands, Singapore,
Kenya and the UK - aims to en-
sure multi-stakeholder discussions
are not dominated by a single na-
tion or entity. However, China was
among roughly 30 nations that sent
a government representative to the
summit but did not back the docu-
ment, illustrating stark differences
of views among the stakeholders.

“We also need to be realistic
that we will never have the whole
world on board;” Defence Minister
Brekelmans said.

“How do we deal with the fact
that not everyone is complying? ...
That is a complicated dilemma that
we should also put on the table,” he
added. The venue and timing for
the next summit is still being dis-
cussed, officials said.

At the UN General Assembly in
October, South Korean officials said
they plan to raise discussions about
Al in the military domain based on
the ‘blueprint?

Giacomo Persi Paoli, head of Pro-
gramme Security and Technology
at the United Nations Institute for
Disarmament Research (UNIDIR),
said countries should engage with
others in between summits to miti-
gate any risks.

Australia, yesterday.

with Moscow. The Japanese defence ministry “confirmed
that these vessels sailed north-eastwards through the
Tsushima Strait towards the Sea of Japan from Saturday
to Sunday.” Japan’s Self-Defence Forces “conducted
vigilance monitoring and intelligence gathering” with a
vessel and patrol plane, the ministry said. It did not say
where the Chinese ships were heading but local media
reports suggested that they were on their way to the drills
with Russia announced by Beijing on Monday.

1

ejected, the defence ministry and official Central News
Agency said. The defence ministry said the French-built
Mirage was conducting nighttime exercises when it
suffered a suspected loss of power and the pilot then
bailed out. The Central News Agency said the aircraft

had crashed into the sea off Hsinchu on Taiwan’s coast.
Taiwan’s air force has suffered a series of crashes in recent
years, including in 2022 when it grounded its Mirage fleet
after one crashed into the sea off the east coast.
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A man wades through flood waters outside his house in Thai Nguyen province yesterday, in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi hitting northern
Vietnam.

nuclear disaster. A box of three large, juicy white peaches
costs £80 ($100) - the first time the fruit is available at a
shop in Europe, after sales at temporary events. Before
the 2011 atomic meltdown, Fukushima prided itself

as a “fruit kingdom”, famous in Japan for its delicious
offerings, including peaches, grapes, pears and cherries.
But after an earthquake-triggered tsunami unleashed the
worst nuclear disaster since Chernobyl, consumers feared
eating them could harm their health and sales plunged.

[

Vietnam evacuates 59,000 as toll
from typhoon floods climbs to 82

AFP
Hanoi

to flee their homes yesterday as massive

floods inundated northern Vietnam in
the wake of Typhoon Yagi, and the death toll
climbed to 82.

Yagi struck Saturday bringing winds in ex-
cess of 149kms per hour and a deluge of rain
that has caused flooding not seen in decades,
according to locals. More than 59,000 people
have been forced to evacuate their homes in
Yen Bai province, local authorities said yes-
terday, after the floodwaters engulfed almost
18,000 homes.

Floodwaters in Hanoi have reached levels
not seen since 2008, state media reported, cit-
ing a senior local official, and forecasters have

Tens of thousands of people were forced

warned more is expected in the city’s historic
centre.

Phan Thi Tuyet, 50, who lives close to the
swollen and fast-moving Red River which runs
through the capital, said she had never experi-
enced such high water.

“I have lost everything, all gone,” she said,
clutching her two dogs as she was evacuated by
boat, along with other residents whose homes
were flooded. “I had to come to higher ground
to save our lives. We could not bring any of the
furniture with us. Everything is under water
now.”

Typhoons in the region are forming closer to
the coast, intensifying more rapidly, and stay-
ing over land longer due to climate change, ac-
cording to a study published in July.

Yagi downed bridges, tore roofs off build-
ings, damaged factories and triggered wide-
spread flooding and landslides, leaving 64 peo-

ple still missing. Hanoi authorities said more
than 25,000 trees in the city had been uprooted
in the storm. Huge trunks blocked key roads in
the city centre, creating large traffic jams.

The north of the country - densely popu-
lated and a major manufacturing hub for global
tech firms including Samsung - was badly hit,
with floodwaters in the city of Yen Bai at record
levels, meteorologists said.

Authorities have issued flood and landslide
warnings for 401 communes across 18 northern
provinces. One-storey homes in parts of Thai
Nguyen and Yen Bai cities were almost com-
pletely submerged in the early hours yesterday,
with residents waiting on the roofs for help.

Rescuers were trying to reach residential ar-
eas to retrieve old people and children. On so-
cial media, relatives of those stuck in floodwa-
ter posted desperate pleas for help and supplies
in the early hours of the morning.

Australian opposition leader Peter Dutton addresses protesters at a national farmers rally in Canberra,

=~ KEeP OUR SHEEP
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Australian farmers protest
animal, environment policies

Reuters
Canberra

undreds of farmers from
Hacross Australia held a

protest yesterday against
government farming policies they
said were influenced by environ-
mental and animal welfare activ-
ists and which were harming their
livelihoods.

Australia is one of the world’s
biggest agricultural exporters and
farmers nationwide are increas-
ingly angry with the centre-left
Labor government that has sought
to ban exports of live sheep, restrict
water use and accelerate construc-
tion of renewable power and trans-
mission in rural areas. “We deserve
to be respected,” National Farmers’
Federation (NFF) president David
Jochinke told a crowd on the lawn
in front of Australia’s federal par-
liament in Canberra.

“There are alternative voices
that are united against us. We
don’t think they are the ones that
should be setting the policy,” he
said.

“We feel like we are getting
stiffed” The government did not
send a representative to the rally.
Agriculture Minister Julie Collins
told the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation (ABC) the govern-
ment was committed to listening
and had helped farmers by ex-
panding overseas market access
and investing in biosecurity.

The NFF said more than 2,000
people attended what was its first
nationwide rally of farmers in the
capital since the 1980s.

The protest is part of a wave of
unrest in Europe and elsewhere
aimed at governments imposing
environmental regulation that
farmers say burdens them with red
tape and higher costs, as well as
limiting their ability to farm.

Australia plans social media minimum age limit

Reuters
Sydney

ustralia plans to set a mini-
Arnum age limit for children

to use social media cit-
ing concerns about mental and
physical health, sparking a back-
lash from digital rights advocates
who warn the measure could drive
dangerous online activity under-
ground.

Prime Minister Anthony Alba-
nese said his centre-left govern-
ment would run an age verification
trial before introducing age mini-
mum laws for social media this
year.

Albanese didn’t specify an age
but said it would likely be between
14 and 16.

“I want to see kids off their
devices and onto the footy fields
and the swimming pools and the
tennis courts,” Albanese told the
Australian Broadcasting Corpora-
tion.

“We want them to have real ex-
periences with real people because
we know that social media is caus-
ing social harm,” he added.

The law would put Australia
among the first countries in the
world to impose an age restriction
on social media.

Previous attempts, including by
the European Union, have failed

following complaints about reduc-
ing the online rights of minors.

Meta, owner of Facebook and
Instagram, which has a self-im-
posed minimum age of 13, said it
wanted to empower young people
to benefit from its platforms and
equip parents with the tools to
support them “instead of just cut-
ting off access”.

YouTube owner Alphabet did
not respond to a request for com-
ment and TikTok were not imme-
diately available for comment.

Australia has one of the world’s
most online populations with
four-fifths of its 26mn people on
social media, according to tech
industry figures. Three quarters

of Australians aged 12 to 17 had
used YouTube or Instagram, a
2023 University of Sydney study
found.

Albanese announced the age re-
striction plan against the backdrop
of a parliamentary inquiry into
social media’s effects on society,
which has heard sometimes emo-
tional testimony of poor mental
health impacts on teenagers.

But the inquiry has also heard
concerns about whether a lower
age limit could be enforced and, if
it is, whether it would inadvert-
ently harm younger people by en-
couraging them to hide their online
activity.

“This knee-jerk move ... threat-

ens to create serious harm by ex-
cluding young people from mean-
ingful, healthy participation in
the digital world, potentially driv-
ing them to lower quality online
spaces,” said Daniel Angus, direc-
tor of the Queensland University
of Technology Digital Media Re-
search Centre.

Australia’s own internet regu-
lator, the eSafety Commissioner,
warned in a June submission to the
inquiry that “restriction-based
approaches may limit young peo-
ple’s access to critical support”
and push them to “less regulated
non-mainstream services”

The commissioner said in a
statement yesterday it would

“continue working with stake-
holders across government and the
community to further refine Aus-
tralia’s approach to online harms”
which can “threaten safety across
a range of platforms at any age,
both before and after the mid-teen
years”.

DIGI, an industry body repre-
senting social media platforms,
said the government should lis-
ten to “expert voices such as the
eSafety Commissioner ... mental
health experts, as well marginal-
ised groups who have expressed
concerns about bans so that we're
not unintentionally pushing our
kids into unsafe, less visible parts
of the Internet”.
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India not closed to business
from China: Jaishankar

DECISION

Internet suspended in parts
of Manipur as violence erupts

ANGER

Striking Indian doctors defy
court over rape protests

LAW AND ORDER

Thousands of UK prisoners
freed to ease jail overcrowding

India is not “closed to business from China”, but the issue
is in which sectors the country does business with Beijing
and on what terms, Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar said in Berlin. Ties between the two countries
have been strained since clashes between their troops
on their largely undemarcated Himalayan frontier left

20 Indian and four Chinese soldiers dead in 2020. India
subsequently tightened its scrutiny of investments from
Chinese companies and halted major projects. The latest
annual economic survey suggests that to boost its global
exports, India can either integrate into China’s supply
chain or promote foreign direct investment from China.

Internet and mobile data services were suspended

for five days and an indefinite curfew imposed in
some parts of India’s northeastern state of Manipur
yesterday after student protests over continuing
ethnic strife turned violent. After a brief lull, fighting
broke out between the majority Meitei and minority
Kuki communities on September 1and some attacks
involved the use of drones to drop explosive devices,
killing civilians. Police say they suspect that the drones
were used by Kuki militants, a claim denied by Kuki
groups. Hundreds of Meitei students took to the streets
on Monday to protest against the drone attacks.

Indian doctors in Kolkata yesterday said they were
defying a Supreme Court order to end a month-long
strike sparked by the rape and murder of a colleague,
with thousands marching in solidarity with them.

The discovery of the 31-year-old doctor’s bloodied
body at a state-run hospital in Kolkata on August 9
has stoked nationwide anger at the chronic issue of
violence against women. The murder has triggered
protests across India - and repeated strikes by medics
- demanding safer conditions for women. On Monday,
the Supreme Court in New Delhi gave a Tuesday
evening deadline for medics to resume work.

Thousands of prisoners in British jails were released
early yesterday, as part of government moves to ease
overcrowding. Recent figures showed that the prison
population in England and Wales was at its highest-

ever level. But with concern about released prisoners
reoffending, the government insisted no violent offenders
would be eligible for early release. Business Minister
Jonathan Reynolds said it was “a difficult decision” to
release the 1,700 prisoners. Downing Street has said the
policy was required to avoid “unchecked criminality”,
where recently convicted criminals have been spared jail
sentences because there were no places available.

Modi had an
advantage

in ‘controlled’
polls: Rahul

Reuters
New Delhi

Gandhi yesterday said he did not

view this year’s two-month gen-
eral elections as a free exercise, but
rather as one structured to deliver an
advantage to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, without citing evidence.

But Modi suffered a rare setback
instead, as the opposition made a
strong showing, costing his Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) its outright
majority and forcing it to turn to
coalition partners for the first time
in a decade to retain power.

“They (BJP) had a huge financial
advantage and they had locked our
bank accounts,” Gandhi said at an
event at Georgetown University in
Washington.

“The election commission was
doing what they wanted. The entire
campaign was structured so that
Modi could do his thing across the
country,” he added.

“Idon’t view it as a free election. I
view it as a controlled election.”

Gandhi said, “I don’t believe that
in a fair election, the BJP would
come anywhere near 240 seats. I
would be surprised?”

Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) won 240 seats on its own,
or 32 short of half the 543 mem-
bers in parliament’s lower house,
but formed the government, as his
15-party National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) won 293 seats.

India's opposition leader Rahul

Jailed Kashmir
leader getshail to

campaigninpolls
A jailed member of parliament
from Kashmir was granted
interim bail yesterday to allow
him to campaign for local
elections in the region, his lawyer
said.

Kashmir is gearing up for the
first local assembly elections

in a decade, with voting in the
three-phased poll beginning on
September 18.

Sheikh Abdul “Engineer” Rashid,
57, who was arrested on terrorism
funding accusations, was elected
as a national lawmaker in June
but has been held in a high-
security prison in Delhi.

“The court has granted Engineer
Rashid interim bail so that he
can campaign for his party in the
assembly election,” his lawyer
Ubaid Shams said.

The region has been without

an elected government since
2019, when its partial autonomy
was cancelled by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government and
it was brought under New Delhi’s
direct rule.

The opposition INDIA alliance
led by Gandhi’s centrist Congress
party won 230 seats. Congress on it
own won 99.

The election commission did not
respond to the comments.

Inresponse, Agricultural Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said Gandhi
was trying to besmirch the image of
the nation, an activity he sought to
portray as treasonous.

“Due to being defeated consecu-
tively for the third time, anti-BJP ...
anti-Modi sentiments have taken
root in his mind,” Chouhan told re-
porters.

“He is constantly trying to malign
the image of the country, which is
equivalent to treason.”

In the weeks before the vote,
Gandhi’s Congress party received
income tax notices, seeking pay-
ments of about Rs35bn ($417mn),
which it described at the time as po-
litically motivated.

It was eventually given time to
resolve the payments until after the
vote.

The accusation that voting was
not entirely free is not new, with
Congress and some allies in the op-
position alliance having aired accu-
sations of voting machines having
been tampered with in prior elec-
tions since Modi won power in 2014.

In public denials, the election
commission has said its systems
are secure and cannot be interfered
with. India’s Supreme Court has
also rejected petitions seeking a re-
turn to the old system of balloting.

Starmer, Lammy, Blinken discuss Ukraine

tl.| |

US Secretary of State Antony Blin
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ken (left) meets with Britain’s Prime Mini
and Britain’s Foreign Secretary David Lammy during a bilateral meeting at Lancaster House in central
London yesterday, during his one-day visit to Britain. Blinken met with Starmer and Lammy to talk
about about ways to rally further behind Ukraine, which is waging a offensive into Russian territory
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Workers of a Samsung facility drink tea as they gather to take part in a strike to demand higher wages at its Sriperumbudur plant near the city of_ )

Samsung production at key
India plant hit due to strike

Reuters
Sriperumbudur, India

amsung Electronics’ production at a key

plant in southern India was disrupted for

a second day by hundreds of employees
striking for higher wages yesterday, as top exec-
utives sought to resolve a rare episode of labour
unrest.

South Korea-based Samsung, India’s big-
gest consumer electronics company, counts the
country as akey growth market, competing with
the likes of LG Electronics to make everything
from televisions and refrigerators to smart-
phones.

The strike-hit plant in Sriperumbudur, the
smaller of Samsung’s two Indian factories, em-
ploys around 1,800 people and makes electronic

products rather than smartphones. But it still
contributes 20% to 30% of Samsung’s annual
$12bn revenue in India, said two sources with
direct knowledge of the matter, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

Posters saying “Indefinite Strike” went up
outside the factory near the city of Chennai,
where hundreds of workers in company uni-
forms set up tents to shade themselves from
the heat. Union leader E Muthukumar said “the
strike will continue for a third day” today.

About half of the factory’s daily production
was affected when many workers stayed away
on Monday, and the protesters continue to press
their demands for higher wages, better hours
and most importantly want Samsung to rec-
ognise the formation of a union backed by the
Centre of Indian Trade Unions group.

Shares in Samsung closed 1.9% lower in

Seoul, versus the benchmark KOSPI’s 0.5% fall.

Samsung’s Southwest Asia CEO, ] B Park, and
other senior executives are visiting the factory to
find a resolution, people with direct knowledge
of the situation said. Park oversees the India
market for Samsung from Gurugram, near New
Delhi.

Samsung did not respond to a request for
comment. Muthukumar said no settlement had
been reached during the discussions yesterday
with Samsung management.

Tamil Nadu labour secretary Veera Raghava
Rao said that negotiations between workers and
management are ongoing, but there is no indi-
cation yet when the matter will be resolved.

A spokesperson for Samsung India said on
Monday that it actively engaged with workers
“to address any grievances they may have and
comply with all laws and regulations”

Starmer wins vote on
‘unpopular’ benefit cut

AFP
London

pensioners will no longer receive
help with their energy bills during
the colder months. Starmer ad-

lions of pensioners.

as Moscow trudges further on the ground inside Ukraine’s east.

ster Keir Starmer (centre)
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porters onside.

K Prime Minister Keir
l | Starmer yesterday sur-
vived an early test of his
fledgling premiership when law-
makers backed his controversial

plan to end fuel benefits for mil-

The proposed cuts have sparked
anger among some MPs within
the ruling Labour party and set up
the first flashpoint with its union
backers since Starmer took office
in July. The furore highlights the
challenge facing Britain’s centre-
left leader as he tries to fix an
economy he says was broken by
the previous Conservative gov-
ernment while also keeping sup-

Labour announced in July that
it would means test the winter
fuel allowance, meaning 10mn

mits the move is “unpopular” but
insists “tough choices” are neces-
sary to help close a £22bn ($29bn)
“black hole” in the public financ-
es that Labour claims they inher-
ited from the Tories. The former
lawyer is spending much of his
first months in power blaming the
Conservatives for a dire economic
inheritance, but Tory MPs accuse
him of laying the groundwork for
possible future tax rises.

Starmer has asked Britons to
“accept short-term pain for long-
term good” but is already coming
under pressure to offer the coun-
try aless gloomy outlook.

Last month he warned that
the government’s Budget in late
October - Labour’s first official
spending plan since it was last
in power 14 years ago — would be
“PﬂjI]flll’i

Princess of Wales praised for cancer video

AFP
London

slick video by Catherine,
APrincess of Wales announc-

ing that her chemotherapy
has finished marks a dramatic shift
in communications for the British
royal family, media and commen-
tators said yesterday.

Kate, as she is widely known,
posted the three-minute footage
on social media yesterday, some
six months after she dramatically
revealed in another video that she
was being treated for the condi-
tion.

But the intimate portrait of the

42-year-old princess, her husband
Prince William and their young
children was notable for its depar-
ture from the stiff formality of tra-
ditional royal public relations.

“It’s groundbreaking, an abso-
lute first, a tectonic shift in how
the royal family controls its im-
age,” said PR consultant Mark
Borkowski.

“Kate’s journey is profound
and deeply personal, but they’ve
learned that emotion can be con-
trolled - and weaponised - in
small, potent doses.

“By doing this through a pol-
ished film, they maintain dignity
and control while still appearing
relatable”

Kate’s announcement that she

The Times likened the video,
shot by filmmaker Will Warr in
the Norfolk countryside of east-
ern England where the family has
a home, to a Hollywood trailer for
the Instagram generation.

The daily assessed it was “the
most intimate portrayal of royal
family since (Queen Elizabeth II)
invited a fly-on-the-wall docu-
mentary crew into her home in
1969”.

“In 40 years of covering the
royal family I have never seen any-
thing like Catherine’s video. It’s a
first for the royals,” veteran pho-
tographer Arthur Edwards wrote in
The Sun tabloid.

Newspapers sought to decode

the meaning behind the soft-focus
scenes of the young family seeking
solace in nature and enjoying each
other’s company.

Many saw in it a clear sign that
the princess, who will be queen
when William succeeds his father
King Charles III, was carefully at-
tempting to control the narrative
of her illness. “She’s the one in
the driving seat,” said The Times,
while Jennie Bond, a former BBC
royal correspondent, said she was
“putting down her marker” for
the future. “This is how she wants
to communicate with people,’ she
told Sky News.

“With this she has shown she
wants to be straight with people,

she wants to be direct, she wants
the message to be quite simple.”

The largely positive public re-
sponse to the video comes after
criticism of Kensington Palace, the
couple’s private office, and its han-
dling of communications about
Kate’s illness this year.

Speculation ran riot, espe-
cially online, after Kate - one of
the world’s most photographed
women - was not seen in public for
months following abdominal sur-
gery in January.

An attempt to silence the ru-
mours failed in March, when a
family portrait, issued by the pal-
ace, was found to have been digit-
ally altered, fuelling the chatter.

was being treated for an undis-
closed form of cancer followed
soon afterwards, prompting wide-
spread public sympathy and sup-
port.

Borkowski said the latest video,
and Kate’s commentary accompa-
nying it, showed the royal family
was now “on the front foot”.

“They lost control of the can-
cer narrative by staying silent,” he
added. “It shows they learnt from
earlier mistakes,” he added.

Like other senior royals, William
and Kate have a strong social me-
dia presence, which is seen as es-
sential to maintain the British royal
family’s relevance and appeal.
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EV transition
loses momentum
amid lack of
affordable models

While automakers and suppliers are betting big on future demand
for electric vehicles (EVs), a near-term global slowdown is causing
pain in the industry.

Europe is stalling for time in the EV race as the region’s
automakers struggle with the transition and politicians become
wary of fuelling voter frustrations.

Volkswagen and Volvo Car AB last week scaled back grand
ambitions to challenge Tesla and new Chinese rivals.

The reasons: There aren’t enough affordable models to move
past early adopters and the wealthy, while reduced government
incentives have further sapped customer interest.

The result: A plunge in sales.

In July, deliveries of battery-powered cars fell more than 10%
across the region, mainly due to a 37% plunge in Germany — the
region’s biggest market.

The strategic shifts risk setting Europe back in the global battle
for the future of the auto industry. While the path might be bumpy,
there’s broad consensus that personal transport needs to shift away
from fossil fuels to stem the worst effects of climate change.

The slowdown in EV demand comes as the region’s auto
market remains nearly a fifth below pre-pandemic levels, sapping
profitability for conventional vehicles as well.

Mercedes-Benz Group has also raised concerns over the pace of
market developments. After initially pledging to go all-electric by
2030, Mercedes-Benz CEO Ola Kallenius told a shareholder meeting

in May that the company
will likely offer combustion
engine models well into the
next decade, noting that the
“the transformation might
take longer than expected”
European manufacturers
have struggled to produce a
mass-market EV. High-end
models like the €107,000
Porsche Taycan and the
€116,000 BMW i7 cater
to elite consumers, but
inexpensive alternatives
remain scarce.
Smelling the opportunity,
Chinese automakers are capitalising on Europe’s slow transition,
putting on sales offensives with competitively priced EVs like the
€33,000 BYD Dolphin, compared with a starting price of €37,000 for
the VW ID.3.

The greater issue is demand in Europe and the US.

For the first wave of EVs, carmakers were able to rely on tech
enthusiasts and government subsidies for company-car purchases
to boost volumes.

But for the next phase, they face more cost-conscious drivers,
many of whom are sceptical of the technology and balk at buying
vehicles that are more expensive than equivalent fuel-burning cars.

On average, all-electric vehicles are 30% and 27% pricier in
Europe and the US respectively, according to a Bloomberg report.

The subsidies and tax breaks that helped drive sales are drying up
in Europe, and the current incentives in the US are contingent on a
local-production threshold, limiting buyers’ choices.

Consumers have also been put off by an increase in borrowing
costs as central banks have moved to rein in inflation.

Some consumers are still anxious about charging infrastructure
and battery range. The rapid evolution of EV batteries can serve as an
argument to postpone a purchase until the technology is better.

South Korea’s EV sales slipped last year for the first time since
2017 — dipping 0.1% to 157,823 units — according to data from the
Korea Automobile Manufacturers Association.

Several carmakers, led by Tesla, have cut prices repeatedly over
the past year to win customers. Many have also reduced output and
staffing to maintain profits.

The notion that consumers are indifferent to environmental
concerns, or that climate action prevents policymakers from
addressing other issues, is deeply misguided, according to Agustin
Reyna, Director-General of the European Consumer Organisation
(BEUC). With road transportation accounting for about 15% of
greenhouse gas emissions, transitioning to cleaner vehicles is a
linchpin in national efforts to meet climate-change mitigation targets.

A slowing uptake of EVs could also compromise global goals for
containing the worst effects of global warming.
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Tracking air quality
the right w

By Soumya Swaminathan and
Christa Hasenkopf
Chennai/Munich

very year, the World
Health Organisation
summarises global
progress on malaria
control. It details the number
of cases in affected countries,
shows year-on-year changes,
outlines goals, and assesses
the current funding landscape.
The UN puts out a similar
annual report for HIV/Aids.
This regular tracking of serious
public-health concerns is
essential for addressing them
effectively, because it can help
channel resources to where they
are most needed and identify
interventions that are working.
But there is no authoritative,
up-to-date global accounting
of air pollution, a health risk
that takes alarger toll than
malaria and HIV/Aids combined.
Particulate matter, a form of
air pollution often associated
with dust and smoke, was the
leading contributor to the world’s
disease burden in 2021, and has
been found to cut 1.9 years from
average life expectancy. Air
pollution was also linked to more
than 700,000 deaths in children
under five years old in 2021,
making it the second-highest risk
factor for death in this age group.
The world’s main authority
on air quality is arguably the
WHO, which produces globally
influential standards for pollution
levels. Its most recent guidelines,
published in 2021, aimed to
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smoggy morning in New Delhi.

improve air-quality standards by
lowering the recommended level
of fine particulate matter (PM2.5)
from ten micrograms per cubic
meter to five.

The WHO also compiles data
on annual particulate matter
in cities worldwide through its
ambient air quality database,
which is primarily sourced from
government measurements and
updated every two to three years.
But in the most recent edition
(updated in January 2024), only
0.4% of cities reported data from
2022, and more than half of the
data are at least seven years old.
Many countries in Africa, Latin
America, and Asia - which bear
a disproportionate share of the
health burden from air pollution
- are missing measurements,
with four of the most polluted
countries reporting none at
all. This lack of data makes
it impossible to gauge global
progress or to ensure strategic
resource allocation.

Satellite-derived data could
fill in the gaps. But while several
groups generate and compile
such information, there is no
definitive database. (Anecdotally,
when we asked ten air-quality
experts where they go for the
most recent data, we received
14 different answers, none of
which meet the criteria for an
authoritative global source.)
Moreover, annual data often have
alag of up to two years, and there
is no established mechanism to
assess their quality. Contrary to
its name, calculating satellite-
derived air-quality data requires
ground monitoring data, which

can make satellite data less
reliable in countries with little
monitoring capacity.

Addressing air pollution
worldwide requires a clear view
of the global picture. Fortunately,
building a system that regularly
tracks collective progress on
reducing particulate matter, with
built-in mechanisms to help
improve data-gathering efforts
in the most polluted places, is
technologically, logistically, and
politically feasible.

The first goal should be to
create an annual, authoritative
accounting of PM2.5 pollution
in every country. This would
require incentivising countries to
contribute more recent ground-
monitoring data, establishing a
process to combine these data with
available satellite information to
determine their annual pollution
levels, and identifying capacity
and data gaps and directing
resources accordingly.

Global development and
philanthropic organisations
will have to provide significant
financial and human resources to
launch such an effort, including
support for countries that
currently lack the capacity to
monitor or measure air quality. It
will also require public-health,
environmental, and finance
leaders to work together, much
as they have done to tackle
other serious issues such as
malaria, HIV/Aids, Covid-19, and
tuberculosis.

Several UN agencies,
including the WHO, the World
Meteorological Organisation,
and the UN Environment

FILE PHOTO: Schoolgirls walk towards a school as they reopened after remaining closed for nearly 15 days due to a spike in air pollution, on a

Programme, could house

or co-ordinate these data-
gathering and capacity-building
efforts. And institutions such

as the World Bank, regional
development banks (the African
Development Bank, the Asian
Development Bank, and the
Inter-American Development
Bank, among others), bilateral
donors, and philanthropies must
help finance them.

There is a dire need for
international collective action
to tackle this challenge,
which is local, yet has global
consequences. The latest report
onreporting and tracking
air quality, published by Our
Common Air, addresses some
of the key concerns in the
commission’s recommendations.
We have successfully confronted
global health challenges in recent
years and, in doing so, created
a playbook that can be applied
to others. The question now
is whether the international
community will use it to tackle
the world’s single greatest
external risk to human health. -
Project Syndicate

eSoumya Swaminathan, a former
chief scientist of the World

Health Organisation, is Co-

Chair of Our Common Air and
Principal Adviser for the National
Tuberculosis Elimination Program
at India’s Ministry of Health

and Family Welfare. Christa
Hasenkopf is Director of the Clean
Air Program at the Energy Policy
Institute at the University of
Chicago and a commissioner at
Our Common Air.
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Nine Pakistan legislators detained

by court under new pr

AFP/Reuters
Islamabad

ine legislators from jailed
Nforrner prime minister

Imran Khan’s party were
among more than 30 people re-
manded in custody yesterday un-
der a new law restricting protests.

It comes after thousands of
supporters of Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party gath-
ered in the capital Islamabad on
Sunday for a rally that was broken
up with tear gas.

The party has faced a sweeping
crackdown since former cricket
star Khan was jailed in August last
year on a series of charges that he
says are politically motivated and
designed to keep him from power.

The MPs appeared at an an-
ti-terrorism court in Islamabad
where a judge remanded them in
custody for eight days, an AFP
journalist witnessed.

They are accused of violating
the Peaceful Assembly and Public
Order Act 2024 - passed just last
week - according to a charge sheet
seen by AFP in court.

In total 34 people, including
the nine MPs, were named on the
charge sheet as having been re-
manded in custody.

PTI leader and senior lawyer
Muhammad Shoaib Shaheen,
who appeared in court alongside
the MPs, faced a police complaint
about an “attack on officials”,
“armed riots” and “illegal assem-
bly” after Sunday’s rally and was
also remanded in custody.

“I was picked up from my office
around 7:30pm (1430 GMT),” he
said at the court. “These small ob-
stacles won’t hold us back. We are
the soldiers of Imran Khan, and we
stand with him?”

Several members of the group
were rounded up by police as they
left the National Assembly build-
ing in the capital on Monday night,
the PTI’s media team said.

Gohar Ali Khan, PTI chairman
in Imran Khan'’s absence, was also
taken away by police but later re-
leased, he told reporters.

“These are not the offences
where you should charge people
with terrorism legislation,” he told
the media.

— A

Gohar Ali Khan and other PTl leaders address the media outside the Ani-

otest law

a*

Terrorism Court (ATC) in Islamabad. - Reuters

PTI lawmakers protested in a
session of the National Assem-
bly yesterday, calling for action
against what they alleged was the
illegal entry of law enforcement
personnel into the premises of
parliament.

“Plainclothes people entered
the parliament and arrested peo-
ple’s representatives - this is an
assault on Pakistan’s democracy,’
PTI legislator Ali Muhammad said.

National Assembly Speaker
Ayaz Sadiq announced that he
would investigate the complaints,
which, if verified, could result in
legal action. He ordered all de-
tained lawmakers to be returned to
parliament.

Media footage showed police
pushing the lawmakers into vehi-
cles outside parliament, a scene
that Omar Ayub Khan, the party’s
leader of the opposition, called
“despicable”

“Yesterday’s massive protest
has sent shivers down the govern-
ment’s spine,” Khan’s aide, Zulfikar
Bukhari, said in a post on X, calling
the detentions illegal.

Thousands of Khan supporters
turned out for Sunday’s rally, the
largest in the capital since Febru-
ary elections when rival parties
formed a coalition to keep PTI
from power, despite the party win-
ning the most seats.

It was the first demonstration
since the government passed the

James Earl Jones dies

merican actor James Earl
Alones (pictured), an impos-

ing stage and screen pres-
ence who overcame a childhood
stutter to develop a stentorian
voice recognised the world over as
intergalactic villain Darth Vader,
died on Monday at the age of 93.

Jones, alongtime sufferer of dia-
betes, died at his home surrounded
by family members, his agent, Bar-
ry McPherson, said.

No cause of death was provided.

Jones had a great physical pres-
ence on stage and television, as
well as in movies, but he would
have been a star even if his face was
never seen because his voice had a
career of its own.

The resonating bass could in-
stantly command respect - as with
the sage father Mufasa in The Lion
King, and many Shakespeare roles
- or instil fear as the rasping Vader
in the Star Wars films.

Jones laughed when a BBC in-
terviewer asked if he resented be-
ing so closely tied to Darth Vader, a
role that required only his voice for
a few lines while another actor did
the on-screen work in costume.

“I love being part of that whole
myth, of that whole cult;” he said,
adding that he was glad to oblige

fans who asked for a command re-
cital of his “I am your father” line
to Luke Skywalker, played by Mark
Hamill.

“#RIP dad)” Hamill wrote on
X on Monday with a broken heart
emoji above a story about the
death of Jones.

Jones said he never made much
money off the Darth Vader part -
only $9,000 for the first film - and
that he considered it merely a spe-
cial effects job.

He did not even ask to be in the
credits of the first two Star Wars
movies.

His long list of awards included
Tonys for The Great White Hope in
1969 and Fences in 1987 on Broad-
way and Emmys in 1991 for Gabri-
el’s Fire and Heat Wave on televi-
sion.

He also won a Grammy for best
spoken word album, Great Ameri-
can Documents in 1977.

Although he never won a com-
petitive Academy award, he was
nominated for best actor for the
film version of The Great White
Hope and was given an honorary
Oscar in 2011.

He began his movie career play-
ing Lieutenant Luther Zogg in
Stanley Kubrick’s 1964 classic Dr.

Harris, Trump sharpen attacks ahead of firs

new law regulating public gather-
ings, which it said would allow for
peaceful assembly subject to rea-
sonable restrictions.

Political, religious and civil
rights groups in Pakistan fre-
quently stage sit-ins and protests
that can shut down cities for days.

City authorities gave permission
for the demonstration to go ahead
but it continued beyond the stipu-
lated time and authorities used
tear gas to disperse crowds.

Authorities had earlier warned
of legal action “for violation of the
permission”.

Imran Khan rose to power in
2018 with the help of the military,
analysts say, but was ousted in
2022 after reportedly falling out
with the generals.

A United Nations panel of ex-
perts found this month that his
detention “had no legal basis and
appears to have been intended to
disqualify him from running for
political office”.

Several convictions against
him have been overturned by the
courts.

Several members of the PTI’s
social media and press team were
rounded up last month and ac-
cused of “anti-state propaganda”

PTI leaders, in a press confer-
ence in the northwestern city of
Peshawar, announced -country-
wide protests for Friday against
the new crackdown.

Strangelove or: How I Learned to
Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb.

Later acclaimed movie roles in-
cluded novelist Terence Mann in
1989’s Field of Dreams and South
African Reverend Stephen Kumalo
in 1995’s Cry, the Beloved Country.

He also starred in Conan the
Barbarian, Coming to America, The
Sandlot, Matewan, The Hunt for
Red October and Field of Dreams,
among others.

Jones also was heard in dozens
of television commercials and for
several years CNN used his au-
thoritative This is CNN to intro-
duce its newscasts.

James Earl Jones was born on
January 17, 1931, in the tiny com-
munity of Arkabutla, Mississippi,
to a family with a mixed ethnic
background of Irish, African and
Cherokee.

EU scores ‘big win’
in top court against
Apple and Google

AFP/Reuters
Brussels

tories in the bloc’s battle to rein in tech giants
by ruling against Apple and Google in sepa-
rate legal sagas with billions of euros at stake.

The decisions give a boost to the bloc’s outgoing
competition chief, Margrethe Vestager, who had
suffered a series of setbacks in EU courts against her
decisions.

“Today is a huge win for European citizens and
tax justice,” she said on X of the Apple ruling, also
praising the Google judgment as a big win for digital
fairness.

Putting an end to a long-running legal battle,
the European Court of Justice ruled that the iPhone
maker must pay €13bn ($14.3bn) in back-taxes to
Ireland.

“Ireland granted Apple unlawful aid which Ire-
land is required to recover,” the court said in a state-
ment.

Minutes later, the court upheld a €2.4bn fine
against Google, one of a string of high-profile EU
competition cases targeting the tech giant.

The court dismissed an appeal by Google against
the 2017 fine, slapped on the search engine for abus-
ing its dominant position by favouring its own com-
parison shopping service.

Both rulings are final and cannot be appealed.

Apple said later in the day in a US securities filing
that it would take up to a $10bn earnings hit.

The figure will not make much of a dent in a com-
pany that saw global sales of $383bn and net profit
of $97bn in the year to September 2023.

Vestager warned that the EU would “continue to
push” and “go after” abuses of dominance.

“I was ready to face the loss. It was the win that
made me cry;” an emotional Vestager told reporters
in Brussels.

Apple and Google said they were “disappointed”
by the decisions.

Ireland, which is home to Apple’s EU headquar-
ters and had challenged Brussels’ position, said it
would “respect” the court’s findings.

One of the most bitter legal battles between the
European Commission and big tech, the Apple case
dates back to 2016 when the EU’s executive arm
claimed Ireland allowed the iPhone maker to avoid
billions of euros in taxes.

By the commission’s calculations, Dublin allowed
Apple to pay a tax rate of 1% of its European profits in
2003 which then dropped to 0.005% by 2014.

It was one of several investigations over the pre-
vious decade into sweetheart tax arrangements be-
tween major companies and several EU countries.

However, Apple said yesterday that there was no
“special deal”.

“We always pay all the taxes we owe wherever we
operate,” the company said in a statement.

Apple, which said it paid $577mn in tax, 12.5% of
the profit generated in the country, in line with the
tax laws in Ireland in the period 2003-2014 covered
in the EU investigation, said: “The European Com-
mission is trying to retroactively change the rules
and ignore that, as required by international tax law,

The EU'’s top court has delivered two major vic-

Chile arrests ex-firefighter with
‘hero’ motive over deadly blaze

Margrethe Vestager at the news conference in
Brussels. - Reuters

our income was already subject to taxes in the US.”

The ruling is a blow for Apple as the iPhone mak-
er had gained the upper hand in the Ireland case in
2020, when the EU’s General Court annulled the or-
der for it to pay the taxes owed.

Following an appeal by Brussels, the legal adviser
of the higher European Court of Justice in November
recommended scrapping the 2020 decision, saying
that it was peppered with legal errors.

The top court, which could have sent the case
back to the lower court, decided to rule that Apple
should pay the back-taxes.

The conclusion to the case spelled relief for Brus-
sels, which has faced difficulties defending its tax
enforcement moves in recent years, with previous
cases lost against Amazon and Starbucks.

Vestager admitted she was “positively surprised”
by the decision but warned “there is still an occur-
rence of massive profit shifting into low tax territo-
ries”

She will be replaced later this year when the new
European Commission takes office, and advised her
successor to “make this one of many necessary pri-
orities”.

The EU fine against Google was one of several
record penalties imposed for violating EU competi-
tion rules, totalling around €8bn between 2017 and
2019.

“We are disappointed,” Google said. “We made
changes back in 2017 to comply with the European
Commission’s decision.”

Google faces yet another test next week when the
top EU court will decide on the smallest of those
fines, worth around €1.49bn.

Legal headaches for Google are also mounting
across the Atlantic.

A trial began on Monday in the United States
where the government accuses Google of dominat-
ing online advertising and stifling competition.

It comes after a US judge ruled last month that
Google maintained a monopoly with its search en-
gine.

Google’s so-called ad tech - the system that de-
cides which online adverts people see and how much
they cost - is an area of particular concern for regu-
lators worldwide.

Brussels last year accused Google of abusing its
dominance of the online ad market and recom-
mended the US company sell part of its ad services
to ensure fair competition.

Brazilian police
busts gang that

Chilean police have arrested a former firefighter for allegedly
contributing to a massive blaze that killed 137 people and
destroyed thousands of homes in February because he wanted to

be a “hero” by helping put it out.

The arrest of Elias Salazar, 39, adds to those of another volunteer

moved three
tonnes of illegal
Amazon gold

firefighter and a forestry official suspected of involvement in the

second deadliest inferno recorded in the world this century.
Several fires broke out simultaneously on February 2 around the
coastal city of Vina del Mar, some 70 miles (110km) northwest of

Chile’s capital Santiago.

Authorities had said from the start that the fires were likely set

intentionally.

Salazar was once a volunteer firefighter and until his arrest an
employee of the National Service for Disaster Prevention and

Response (Senapred).

Valparaiso police official Guillermo Galvez said on Monday that
Salazar is accused as a “material author” in the events and for

allegedly setting at least one of the fires.

About the motivation, Galvez said Salazar “likes to be a hero,

participating and helping in emergencies”. - AFP

t 2024 debate

razilian police carried out a
Bwide operation against il-

legal mining in the Amazon
on Monday, raiding a criminal or-
ganisation that financed the pro-
duction and sale of 3.1 tonnes of
gold whose origin was hidden with
fraudulent papers.

Federal police said in a state-
ment that the majority of the ar-
rests and two dozen search and
seizure warrants served were in
the south of Para state, where il-
legal gold mining has surged in re-
cent years in the rainforest, much
of that on protected Indigenous
reservation land.

“We found that at least 3.14
tonnes of illegally extracted gold
had been laundered using fraudu-
lent statements of the origin of the

Reuters/AFP
Washington

cratic Vice-President Kamala Harris

prepared to meet for the first time
early today in their only scheduled debate
of the US presidential campaign, a key mo-
ment in a close-fought contest.

The nationally televised debate begin-
ning at 9pm ET (0100 GMT today) takes
place just eight weeks before the November
S election, and days before early voting will
start in some states.

Former president Trump, 78, said he
would contrast the left-wing policies Har-
ris proposed in her failed 2020 presidential
bid with the more centrist positions she has
staked out now.

“You don’t know what to expect. She’s
changed all of her policies over the years,’
he told NBC News in a phone interview.

Harris, 59, indicated she will draw atten-
tion to Trump'’s habit of lying.

“Donald Trump has a real problem with
the truth,” she wrote in a social media post
yesterday.

Her campaign released an ad featuring
former president Barack Obama ridiculing

Republican Donald Trump and Demo-

Trump’s false claims about crowd sizes at
his events.

Harris will also talk about her plans to
lower Americans’ daily expenses, campaign
advisers said.

The encounter is particularly important
for Harris, with opinion polls showing that
more than a quarter of likely voters feel they
do not yet know enough about her.

The debate offers Harris, a former pros-
ecutor, a chance to make her case against
Trump, whose felony convictions, outspo-

ken backing for supporters convicted in the
January 6, 2021, attack on the US Capitol
and frequent falsehoods offer plenty of fer-
tile ground.

It will be the first time the two candidates
have met and follows weeks of personal at-
tacks on Harris by Trump and his allies that
have included racist and sexist insults.

Trump’s advisers and fellow Republicans
have urged him to focus on the high levels of
inflation and immigration that have taken
place during Democrat Joe Biden’s presi-

dency, though both have dropped dramati-
cally this year.

“He’s ready to talk about why your life
was better when he was in office,” Lara
Trump, the candidate’s daughter-in-law,
said on CNN.

Presidential debates do not necessar-
ily change voters’ minds, but they can
transform the dynamics of a race. Biden'’s
performance against Trump in June was
so damaging that it eventually led him to
abandon his campaign.

The two candidates are effectively tied in
the seven battleground states likely to de-
cide the election, according to polling aver-
ages compiled by the New York Times.

The 90-minute debate, hosted by ABC
News, will take place at the National Con-
stitution Centre in Philadelphia.

As agreed by the campaigns, there will
be no live audience and microphones will
be muted when it is not a candidate’s turn
to speak.

“This debate may go down in the history
books. Break out the popcorn,”’ said Andrew
Koneschusky, a former press secretary for
Senate leader Chuck Schumer.

The vice-presidential candidates -
Democrat Tim Walz and Republican JD
Vance - are to hold a debate on October 1.

ore,” the statement said.

Much of the gold was refined in
Sao Jose do Rio Preto, a city in the
north of Sao Paulo state that has
a thriving jewellery industry and
where illegal gold is melted down
into ingots with legal gold, making
it hard to trace the illegal metal.

“We have to establish whether
the gold was illegal and came from
unauthorised mining,” the head of
the operation, federal police offic-
er Alexandre Manoel Goncalves,
told Reuters.

Afederaljudge ordered the con-
fiscation and freezing of 2.9bn
reais ($514mn) in cash and assets,
including vehicles, motorcycles,
jewellery and gold nuggets, the
police said.

Four companies were suspend-
ed, six mining licences and four
gun possession permits were re-
voked, and four local government
officials were ordered removed
from office, the police said.

The statement added that In-
digenous people were found to be
involved in the criminal organisa-
tion. - Reuters
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entity, hosted the Qatar Philhar-
monic Orchestra (QPO) for a special
performance yesterday.

The event, held at the plaza level of
the hospital, brought the transformative
power of music to patients, families, and
staff.

The QPO, a world-class ensemble, de-

S idra Medicine, a Qatar Foundation

Members of the Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra held a performance at
Sidra Medicine.

QPO brings music, joy to Sidra Medicine

livered a captivating performance, uplift -
ing spirits and bringing a moment of joy.

The musicians’ warm interactions fos-
tered a welcoming atmosphere through-
out the event.

The orchestra also hosted a special in-
teractive activity for children, introduc-
ing them to explore different sounds and
learn how the instruments work.

The hands-on experience sparked their
imaginations, brought smiles to their
faces, and fostered a sense of wonder and
discovery.

Jennifer Ahen, director of Marketing
and Communications at Sidra Medicine,
said: “We were thrilled to welcome the
Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra to Sidra
Medicine”

“Music has a profound ability to con-
nect hearts and create moments of joy,”
she continued. “The performance and
interactive activity nurtured a sense of
community within our hospital, remind-
ing us of the importance of holistic care
that addresses the emotional and social
well-being of our patients and their fami-
lies”

The event was part of Sidra Medicine’s
ongoing commitment to providing ho-
listic care that extends beyond medical
treatment.

By incorporating art and music into the
healing process, Sidra Medicine is aim-
ing to create a positive and supportive
environment for everyone, a statement
explained.
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By Ayman Adly
Staff Reporter

Hunting and Falcons Exhibition (S’hail

2024) was inaugurated yesterday at Ka-
tara - the Cultural Village by general manager
and organising committee chairman Prof Kha-
lid bin Ibrahim al-Sulaiti.

The event, which runs until Saturday (Sep-
tember 14) from 10am to 10pm, enjoys a wide
participation from local, regional, and interna-
tional companies, with some of them making
their debut.

Across various sections, the exhibition dis-
plays of the latest hunting weapons, rifles,
hunting equipment and gear, sophisticated
modern technologies related to hunting and
falconry, off-road vehicles, and handcrafted
falconry items, besides various artistic works
that include painting, sculptures, life size
stuffed wild animals, and other antique items.

The opening ceremony saw the participation
of a number of diplomats, who toured the vari-
ous pavilions of the exhibition alongside Prof
al-Sulaiti and other dignitaries.

S’hail 2024 features 171 leading companies

The 8th edition of Katara International

from 19 countries - Qatar, Kuwait, Saudi Ara-
bia, UAE, Lebanon, Pakistan, Germany, the UK,
China, Spain, France, the US, Portugal, Bel-
gium, Russia, Australia, South Africa, Lithua-
nia, and Poland.

New participants from China, Poland, and
Australia are making their entry into the local
market this year through the exhibition.

Daily auctions will highlight Mongolian gyr-
falcons and chicks, with the final day dedicated
to a broad range of bird auctions.

The event enjoys the support of various min-
istries, including the Ministry of Interior, Min-
istry of Municipality, Ministry of Environment
and Climate Change, and Ministry of Commu-
nications, with special pavilions offering serv-

Katara general manager and organising committee chairman Prof
Khalid bin Ibrahim al-Sulaiti and other dignitaries tour S’hail 2024
yesterday. PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam<!-closing bold italic—>

' S’hail 2024 opens

ices and facilities for visitors.

The event is also backed by the Social and
Sports Activities Support Fund (Daam), the
Qatar Insurance Group (official insurance
sponsor), and Al-Kass TV (media partner).

Prof Dr al-Sulaiti expressed his delight at the
exhibition’s opening.

“S'hail has become a premier global gath-
ering for falconers and hunting enthusiasts to
share experiences,” he said. “The exhibition
continues to evolve, presenting new opportu-
nities in the heritage of hunting and falconry
while affirming its authenticity and historical
significance”

He lauded national companies for their
high-quality, innovative products and high-
lighted the exhibition’s role in promoting the
hunting culture and values among contempo-
rary generations.

Prof al-Sulaiti also appreciated the support
of various ministries and official institutions
and thanked the sponsors for their commit-
ment to making this global event a success,
showcasing Qatari culture and preserving na-
tional identity.

The exhibition also features various compe-
titions, such as the Best Burqaa (hood) contest,
judged by public voting and a panel of experts,
with results announced on the final day.

Other contests include Best Stand and Best
Kiosk, assessing the aesthetics and quality of
construction.

The first day of the exhibition enjoyed an in-
flux of visitors, in particular Qatari young men,
who see the event as a unique opportunity to
grab the latest in the field and meet fellow en-
thusiasts.

Painters were seen at various zones of the
exhibition, creating images while some crafts-
men were crafting falconry tools at various pa-
vilions.

The exhibition also offers various veterinary
services besides a number of outlets offering
traditional supplements and drugs for falcons.
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