
Use OTP to enhance 
online security: QCB

Amir issues decree 
inviting Shura for 
4th ordinary session

Qatar Central Bank (QCB) 
has urged general public to 
safeguard passwords for their 
online transactions and not to 
share one-time password (OTP) 
with anyone. In an advisory 
yesterday, QCB urged public to 
use OTP to enhance security of 
their online transactions. “OTP, 
QCB said is a security code that 
is used only once to verify the 
user’s identity. It is randomly 
generated and only valid for 
a short period of time or for a 
single login. “OTPs help protect 
accounts from unauthorised 
access, even when passwords 
are compromised, by being sent 
in diff erent ways.” These ways, 
QCB noted, are text messages 
(SMS), special authentication 
applications and e-mails. Page 2

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
issued yesterday Decree No. 
71 of 2024, inviting the Shura 
Council to convene for the fourth 
ordinary session of the first 
legislative term – corresponding 
to the 53rd annual session – on 
Tuesday (Rabi’ Al-Ahkar 12, 1446 
AH, corresponding to Oct. 15, 
2024 AD). The Decree is eff ective 
from the date of issue and is 
to be published in the off icial 
gazette. (QNA)
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2nd Qatar Real Estate Forum to be held from Oct 13-15
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

The second edition of the 
Qatar Real Estate Forum 
will be held under the pa-

tronage of HE the Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman bin Jassim al-Thani, from 
October 13-15, at the Doha Exhibi-
tion and Convention Center.

During a press conference held 
yesterday to announce the fo-
rum, Engineer Khalid bin Ahmed 
al-Obaidli, President of the 
Real Estate Regulatory Author-
ity (Aqarat), said that this excep-
tional edition, held in partner-
ship with Cityscape under the 
theme “Aqarat’s Future” marks a 
milestone in the development of 
Qatar’s real estate sector. “It rep-
resents a collective ambition to 

promote growth, innovation, and 
transparency in this vital indus-
try.”

Several sponsorship agreements 
were signed yesterday with lead-
ing companies that will support 
the Qatar Real Estate Forum 2024. 
These sponsors included Al Rayan 
Bank, Platinum Sponsor; Barwa 
Real Estate Group, Platinum 
Sponsor; Qatari Diar, Platinum 
Sponsor; GMG Holding, Gold 
Sponsor; United Development 
Company, Gold Sponsor; Al Waab 
City, Gold Sponsor; Msheireb 
Properties, Gold Sponsor; Qatar 
Financial Center, Academic Spon-
sor; Qatar Finance and Business 
Academy, Academic Sponsor; 
Ooredoo, Offi  cial Telecommu-
nications Partner; and Qetaifan 
Projects, Hospitality Sponsor.

Fahad bin Abdullah al-Khalifa, 
CEO of Al Rayan Bank, said: “Our 
support for this initiative stems 

from our deep belief in the role of 
the real estate sector in achiev-
ing Qatar’s National Vision 2030, 
which aims to build a diversifi ed 
and sustainable economy.”

Addressing the forum’s impor-

tance, Msheireb Properties CEO 
Eng Ali al-Kuwari said: “This 
event brings together the vision-
aries and decision-makers who 
are shaping the future of Qatar’s 
cities, much like we’ve done with 

Msheireb Downtown Doha. Our 
development exemplifi es how we 
can create smart, sustainable ur-
ban spaces that honour our rich 
cultural heritage while embracing 
cutting-edge innovation. We’re 
eager to share our insights, learn 
from our peers, and explore new 
opportunities that support Qa-
tar’s ambitious national vision.”

Engineer Ali bin Mohammed al-
Ali, CEO of Qatari Diar, said: “The 
Qatar Real Estate Forum, is an ex-
ceptional edition, we aim to rein-
force strategic collaboration and 
support the Real Estate Regula-
tory Authority (Aqarat), while also 
capitalising on the rapid develop-
ments in the infrastructure sector 
witnessed by the country. This 
will help drive growth in this vital 
sector, especially considering the 
pivotal role that Qatari Diar plays 
in shaping the country’s real estate 
landscape.” To Page 6

Engineer Khalid bin Ahmed al-Obaidli, President of the Real Estate 
Regulatory Authority (Aqarat) is flanked by officials at the press 
conference.

Israel keeps up Lebanon 
assault, hits Yemen port
Reuters
Jerusalem/Beirut

Israel said it bombed Houthi 
targets in Yemen yesterday, 
expanding its confrontation 

with Iran’s allies in the region 
two days after killing the Hezbol-
lah leader Sayyed Hassan Nas-
rallah in an escalating confl ict in 
Lebanon.

The air strikes on Yemen’s port 
of Hodeidah were in response to 
Houthi missile attacks on Israel 
in recent days, Israel said, amid 
fears that Middle East fi ghting 
could spin out of control and 
draw in Iran and Israel’s main ally 
the US.

The Houthi-run health minis-
try said at least four people were 
killed and 29 wounded.

The strikes took place as Israel 
attacked more targets in Leba-
non, where its intensifying bom-
bardment over two weeks has 
killed a string of top Hezbollah 
leaders and driven hundreds of 
thousands of people from their 
homes.

Israel vowed to keep up its as-
sault.

Lebanon’s Health Ministry 
said Israeli strikes yesterday had 
killed 32 people in Ain Deleb in 
the south and 21 people in Baal-

bek-Hermel in the east and that 
14 medics had been killed in air 
strikes over the past two days.

Israeli drones hovered over 
Beirut overnight and for much of 
Sunday, with the loud blasts of 
new air strikes echoing around 
the Lebanese capital.

Hezbollah and Israel have 
been trading fire across the 
border since the start of the 
war in Gaza on Oct. 7.  Yemen’s 
Houthis have launched sporad-

ic attacks on Israel throughout 
that time and disrupted Red Sea 
shipping.

Israel rapidly ramped up its at-
tacks on Hezbollah two weeks ago 
with the declared goal of making 
northern areas safe for residents 
to return to their homes, killing 
much of the group’s leadership. 
Israel’s defence minister is now 
discussing widening the off en-
sive.

Nasrallah’s death dealt a par-
ticularly signifi cant blow to the 
group which he led for 32 years, 
and it was followed by new Hez-
bollah rocket fi re on Israel, while 
Iran said his death would be 
avenged.

The US has urged a diplomat-
ic resolution to the conflict in 
Lebanon, but has also author-
ised its military to reinforce in 
the region in a sign of the grow-
ing unease.

US President Joe Biden, asked 
if an all-out war in the Middle 
East could be avoided, said “It 
has to be.” He said he will be talk-
ing to Israeli President Benjamin 
Netanyahu but did not elaborate.

US Senator Mark Kelly, who 
leads a Senate Armed Services 
subcommittee, said the bomb 
that Israel used to kill Nasrallah 
was an American-made 900-kg 
guided weapon.

Over 400 events to be 
held during QSW 2024
QNA
Doha

Earthna Center, a member 
of Qatar Foundation for 
Education, Science and 

Community Development (QF),  
revealed the details of the 9th edi-
tion of Qatar Sustainability Week 
which began yesterday and will 
continue until October 5.

During a press conference held 
on this occasion, Executive Director 
of Earthna Center Dr Gonzalo Cas-
tro de la Mata, explained that this 
edition builds on the great success 
achieved in the past years, which 
made Qatar Sustainability Week 
2024 the best ever, adding that he 
expects this year’s events to reach 

more than 400 and initiatives by 
more than 200 participating enti-
ties, and that this number will grow 
further throughout the week.

He noted that this is the third 
edition of the programme under 
his leadership, which has seen 
over 600,000 participants in 
more than 2,200 activities. This 
refl ects a strong commitment 
to sustainability goals and envi-
ronmental protection for future 
generations. He credited these 
achievements to the dedication 
of participants from schools, 
universities, government, and 
private sectors in promoting en-
vironmental awareness and striv-
ing for a cleaner, more sustain-
able future, aligned with Qatar 
National Vision 2030. To Page 6

Dr Gonzalo Castro de la Mata and Eng Ahmed Mohammed al-Sada 
addressing the media yesterday.

An image grab taken from a 
video yesterday, shows smoke 
billowing above Hodeidah port 
city following Israeli strikes.
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QCB appeals to 
public to protect 
online passwords
By Pratap John
Business Editor 

Qatar Central Bank (QCB) has urged the gen-
eral public to safeguard passwords for their 
online transactions and not to share one-

time password (OTP) with anyone.
In an advisory yesterday, QCB urged public to use 

OTP to enhance security of their online transac-
tions. 

“OTP, QCB said is a security code that is used 
only once to verify the user’s identity. It is randomly 
generated and only valid for a short period of time 
or for a single login. 

“OTPs help protect accounts from unauthorised 
access, even when passwords are compromised, by 
being sent in diff erent ways.”

These ways, QCB noted, are text messages (SMS), 
special authentication applications and e-mails. 
On ways to protect the OTP, Qatar Central Bank 
noted, “Be cautious and do not share your OTP with 
anyone. Public should ensure that all applications 
and programs used to generate or receive OTPs are 
up to date. Change your password immediately if 
you notice any unusual activity in accounts that use 
OTPs. Enhance the security of your online transac-
tions with one-time passwords.”

Meanwhile, in line with Qatar’s eff orts to enhance 
awareness of cybersecurity risks and its vision to-
wards building a cyber-resilient society, Qatar 
Central Bank has already launched a large-scale 
national campaign to raise awareness of informa-
tion security under the slogan “Stay Aware” in co-
operation with the Ministry of Interior, National 
Cyber Security Agency, and Qatar Financial Center 

Regulatory Authority. The campaign aims to build 
an information security culture within the society 
that can face challenges that accompany the accel-
erating technological revolution. 

Mainly, the campaign seeks to spread awareness 
amongst the public on the importance of data pri-
vacy and dangers of fi nancial fraud, highlighting 
cyber threats that may arise in light of the rapid 
technological and digital development.

By identifying emerging and critical risks in the 
digital landscape, the campaign identifi es the main 
channels of cyber fraud, which include phone calls, 
social media, emails, SMS messages and URL links. 
The campaign also provides the public with best 
practices and practical strategies to avoid falling 
victim to such threats.

Qatar Central Bank, along with its partners in this 
campaign, has emphasised the vital role of the on-
going awareness eff orts in building a safer electron-
ic society capable of responding to such threats. 

As such, the campaign aims to empower and pro-
tect individuals and institutions, establish a culture 
of electronic vigilance, and protect citizens from 
ever changing cyber threats.

In an advisory yesterday, Qatar Central Bank has 
urged public to use OTP to enhance security of 
their online transactions.

Doha Forum delegation wraps up 
strategic engagement week in US

QNA
New York 

A delegation from Doha Fo-
rum, Qatar’s fl agship plat-
form promoting diplo-

macy, dialogue and diversity, has 
completed a week of strategic en-
gagement in Washington, DC and 
New York City, on the sidelines of 
the General Assembly High-Level 
Week 2024.

Led by Doha Forum General 
Manager, Maha al-Kuwari, the 
week-long programme of events 
focused on global discussions 
around key issues related to global 
governance, and helped shape the 
agenda for Doha Forum’s annual 
fl agship event held on Dec 7-8.

Al-Kuwari said: “The UN Gen-
eral Assembly is one of the most 
important weeks of the year for 
diplomacy and dialogue around 

shared visions of the most press-
ing issues of our time. I am proud 
that the work of Doha Forum con-
tinues to drive conversations and 
policy at a time the world needs 
unity and understanding rather 
than confl ict and division.”

Highlights of the trip included 
the Launch of the Future of In-
ternational Co-operation Report 
2024 in Washington, DC. The 
Doha Forum delegation attended 
the launch of the annual report 
that addressed critical issues of 
AI governance as it relates to de-
velopment and security.

The event, co-sponsored by 
the Qatari embassy in the US, 
also brought together officials 
from the State Department, Mi-
crosoft, and global governance 
experts at Stimson Center.

Al-Kuwari also participated 
in a workshop discussion about 
harnessing artificial intelligence 

(AI) and other cyber-technolo-
gies for a safe, just and sustain-
able future.

Following the intense week 
of panel discussions and stake-
holder engagement, al-Kuwari, 
added: “This week underlined 
the contribution that Doha Fo-
rum makes to the critical con-
versations held by global leaders 
and policymakers who influence 
diplomacy and dialogue.

“I was proud to contribute to 
the discussions around the UN 
General Assembly and highlight 
what we have accomplished with 
our key partners over the last 
twelve months. Crucially, it was 
an opportunity to prepare for the 
discussion we will have at Doha 
Forum 2024.” 

The Doha Forum 2023 brought 
together 3,500 participants from 
over 120 countries, including 270 
key speakers across 45 sessions.

WWRC creates awareness 
during Neonatal Therapy Week

About 300 healthcare pro-
fessionals comprising 
nurses, doctors, allied 

health professionals, neonatal 
physiotherapists, occupational 
therapists and parents took part in 
the International Neonatal Thera-
py Week at Women’s Wellness and 
Research Center (WWRC). 

The aim was to create public 
awareness about the roles of neo-
natal occupational therapy and 
physiotherapists in the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU) as well 
as in the neurodevelopmental fol-
low-up clinics. 

Part of activities marking the 
awareness campaign held last 
week, and ongoing until the end 
of October, included setting up 
a booth at the WWRC’s Outpa-
tient Department lobby to create 
awareness among hospital visitors 
and staff .

Neonatal therapists interacted 
with parents to enlighten them 
about how their preterm babies 
in the NICU and attending the 
neurodevelopmental follow-up 
clinics are cared for. To enhance 
the knowledge of healthcare pro-
fessionals, CPD-approved edu-
cational sessions were conducted 
on topics such as developmentally 
appropriate positioning for pre-
term neonates, oral feeding tech-
niques for high-risk infants, and 
enriching early sensory experi-
ences.

Dr Hilal Amin al-Rifai, CEO and 
medical director of WWRC, said: 
“In the NICU, physiotherapists 
and occupational therapists play 

crucial roles in supporting the 
development of preterm neonates 
through integrated, individual-
ised, and neuroprotective thera-
peutic interventions. Our neona-
tal therapists use their specialised 
education and training to promote 
these babies’ optimal short and 
long-term development.

“The team follows these infants 
in the Neurodevelopmental and 
Baby Therapy Clinic to ensure 
early intervention and better neu-
rodevelopmental outcomes. We 
aim to bridge the developmental 
gap between the protective en-
vironment of the womb and the 
often-unpredictable setting of the 
NICU,” he added.

Dr Mai Abdulla al-Qubaisi, di-
rector of Neonatal and Perinatal 
Medicine at WWRC, emphasised 
the role of physiotherapy and oc-
cupational therapy in integrating 
a neonate’s developmental care in 
the NICU via family involvement. 
“Increased parental visits to pro-
vide therapeutic care by moving, 
handling and feeding their infant 
are linked to reduced stress for 
both mother and baby, stronger 
mother-child bonding, less sepa-
ration anxiety, improved milk 
supply leading to better weight 
gain, and greater parental confi -
dence in caring for their preterm 
infant.” 

Noora Rashid Essa al-Mudah-
ka, acting executive director of 
Clinical Services (Physiotherapy), 
explained that physiotherapists 
assess infants’ movements and 
recommend strategies to promote 

optimal neuromotor develop-
ment. 

Sultan Salim Hammam al-Ab-
dulla, acting executive director of 
Clinical Services (Occupational 
Therapy) at HMC, stressed the key 
role of occupational therapists in 
the NICU. 

“Occupational therapists guide 
parents and nurses in interpret-
ing their babies’ cues, ensuring 
safe feeding both in the NICU 
and at home as well parenting 
co-occupation. These methods 
support the babies’ neurobehav-
ioural development, nurture their 
immature sensory systems, and 
strengthen family bonding,” he 
said. 

Under the lead of Dr Nuha Ab-
delghafar M A Nimeri, NICU con-
sultant and OT-PT Team Lead, 
alongside Alaa al-Sheikh Hussein, 
director of Rehabilitation, Occu-
pational Therapy, and Irfana Shah, 
PT supervisor at WWRC, the roles 
of physiotherapists and occupa-
tional therapists in the NICU and 
neurodevelopmental follow-up 
clinics were highlighted through 
posters and interactions with par-
ents, showcasing the vital role of 
neonatal therapists.

Key contributors included 
NICU physiotherapists Shihab, 
Omayma, and Pranay, along with 
NICU occupational therapists Ji-
sha (OT Team Lead), Parvathy, Ma 
Lorena Igna, Raneem Jafar Yasin 
Hassouneh, and Raneen Mamoun 
Yousef Alsughair, who led the ses-
sions and developed awareness 
materials.

Top experts for Qatar sustainable development conference from Wednesday

Organised by the Qatar Association of Certified 
Public Accountants (QCPA) in strategic partnership 
with the International Federation of Accountants 
(IFAC) and the Association of Chartered Certified 
Accountants (ACCA), Qatar sustainable development 
and economic diversification conference will kick 
off  on Wednesday. During the conference, speakers 
from international institutions and organisations, 
in addition to speakers from Qatar and the Middle 

East, will discuss topics including the reality of 
sustainable development in Qatar through Qatar 
National Vision 2030, opportunities for economic 
diversification in Qatar, the role of the knowledge-
based economy in economic diversification, the role 
of governance in achieving sustainable development, 
the importance of sustainable development and 
economic diversification in facing economic crises, 
among others.

Qatar has participated in 
a high-level open debate 
of the Security Council on 
maintaining international 
peace and security 
entitled “Leadership for 
Peace”, on the sidelines of 
the 79th session of the UN 
General Assembly in New 
York. Qatar’s delegation 
at the session was headed 
by HE the Minister of 
State for Foreign Aff airs 
Sultan bin Saad 
al-Muraikhi. (QNA)

Qatar attends debate on int’l peace and security
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Katara event off ers a 
leap in space sciences
The fourth edition of the 

Katara Space Science Pro-
gramme (KSSP), which 

kicked off  last Tuesday in collabo-
ration with MAPS International, 
concluded at the Al Thuraya Plane-
tarium in Cultural Village Founda-
tion – Katara, marking a signifi cant 
gathering of science and space en-
thusiasts. The programme off ered 
a unique opportunity for partici-
pants to engage with experts in the 
fi eld, deepening their understand-
ing of space sciences.

This year’s edition has drawn 
considerable attention, with 551 
participants from 84 schools and 
37 nationalities, including a nota-
ble representation of over 39 Qatari 
students.

Complementing the scientifi c 
discussions, the KSSP also features 
the ‘Cosmic Canvas — Space Art’ 
exhibition, which runs until Octo-
ber 18. This exhibition showcases a 
blend of original printed artworks 
from Nasa, innovative holographic 
art, and visual art pieces by re-
nowned artists such as Mariam 
Hashemi Brian. The fusion of art 
and science in this exhibition high-
lights the creative ways in which 
space exploration can inspire and 

be interpreted through various ar-
tistic mediums.

A key highlight of the pro-
gramme was a presentation by Dr 
Essam Heggy, a prominent space 
scientist from the University of 
Southern California and Nasa’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory.

Dr Heggy shared insights from 
his illustrious career, emphasis-
ing his signifi cant contributions 
to space research. Notably, he dis-
cussed his involvement in projects 
focused on Mars, particularly his 
role in imaging the internal com-
position of the Martian ice layers, 
which provided compelling evi-
dence of water on Mars, suggesting 
similarities with Earth’s hydrologi-
cal history.

He also shed light on his re-
search interests closer to home, 
particularly in the Gulf region. He 
spoke about a study conducted in 
southern Qatar, where scientists 
have discovered strong evidence 
of an ancient oasis, dating back 
over 3,600 years, covering an area 
of 2 to 3km. This discovery not 
only underscores the regions rich 
environmental history but also its 
potential relevance to future space 
research.

Adding to the depth of the pro-
gramme, Lalitha Ramachandran, 
former director and scientist for 
the Cryogenic Upper Stage Project 
at the Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO), delivered a his-
torical overview of India’s space 
exploration journey.

Further enriching the event, Dr 
K Ramachandran, former director 
and scientist of the Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle at ISRO, engaged 
the participants with the lecture on 
the history of space exploration.

He discussed key fi gures and 
missions that have shaped the 
fi eld, including a detailed exami-
nation of important space vehicles 
and telescopes, such as the Hubble 
and James Webb telescopes.

The fourth edition of the KSSP 
has not only continued its tradi-
tion of excellence but has also seen 
a signifi cant increase in partici-
pation and interest, particularly 
from Qatari students. This grow-
ing enthusiasm among local youth 
underscores the programme’s 
success in nurturing a deep-
rooted passion for space sciences, 
making it a cornerstone event in 
Qatar’s cultural and educational 
calendar. (QNA)
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Alfardan Hospitality is delighted 
to announce the grand opening of 
FAUCHON Paris at two of Doha’s 
premier luxury destinations: 
Marsa Malaz Kempinski, The 
Pearl – Doha, and The St. 
Regis Doha. This esteemed 
Parisian brand, renowned for 
its exceptional French pastries, 
desserts, and savory dishes, now 
brings its hallmark elegance and 
sophistication to the heart of Qatar.
Established in 1886, FAUCHON 
is celebrated for its culinary 
excellence and refined 
ambiance. The introduction of 
this prestigious brand to Doha 
promises an unparalleled dining 
experience. Both locations — at 
Marsa Malaz Kempinski, The Pearl 
– Doha, and The St. Regis Doha — 
boast interiors designed by the 
acclaimed Bishop Design firm. 
These meticulously crafted spaces 
are designed to transport guests 
to Paris, off ering an authentic 
Parisian experience amidst Doha’s 
vibrant hospitality landscape. 
Guests will be welcomed into a 
warm and inviting setting where 
they can savor a selection of 

Alfardan Hospitality unveils FAUCHON Alfardan Hospitality unveils FAUCHON 
Paris at Marsa Malaz Kempinski, The Paris at Marsa Malaz Kempinski, The 
Pearl – Doha and The St. Regis DohaPearl – Doha and The St. Regis Doha

From left to right: Mr Omar Hussain Alfardan – President & CEO of Alfardan Group; Ms Zohour Omar 
Alfardan – Wellness & Lifestyle General Manager at Alfardan Hospitality; Nicolas Jambert – COO Middle East 
& Asia Pacific Region FAUCHON; Jérome Tacquard, – CEO & Owner, of FAUCHON; Marc Matar – Multi-property 
General Manager The St. Regis Doha and The St. Regis Marsa Arabia Island, The Pearl – Doha.

FAUCHON at The St. Regis DohaFAUCHON at Marsa Malaz Kempinski, The Pearl – Doha.

exquisitely crafted pastries, 
including delicate macarons and 
rich éclairs, alongside an array 
of savory dishes. The curated 
selection of teas and coff ees 
has been thoughtfully chosen 
to complement the refined 
off erings.
Mr Omar Hussain Alfardan, 
President and CEO of Alfardan 
Group, emphasized the strategic 
significance of the openings: 
“Through our expansions, we 
are keen to include prestigious 
international brands with a 
world-class standard of quality 
and luxury to enhance our 
eff ective role in contributing to 
the growth witnessed by the 
hospitality sector in the State of 
Qatar.”
Ms Zohour Omar Alfardan, 
General Manager of Wellness 
and Lifestyle at Alfardan 
Hospitality added: “We are 
delighted to open the Fauchon 
Paris branches in our hotels. 
This launch highlights our 
commitment to delivering 
exceptional service to 
enthusiasts of exquisite and 

distinctive French cuisine.”
FAUCHON Paris is dedicated to 
providing extraordinary service 
and culinary artistry. Guests also 
have the opportunity to take a 
piece of Paris home with them, 
as the brand off ers an array 
of iconic treats presented in 
elegant gift boxes.
Jérome Tacquard, CEO & Owner 
of FAUCHON, commented: 
“FAUCHON is crafting 
transformative gourmet, gifting 
and lifestyle experiences in a 
bold renaissance plan, making 
this new FAUCHON Paris in Doha 
a vibrant destination, redefining 
a new art de vivre à la française. 
As FAUCHON approaches its 
140th anniversary, it looks to 
the future. A future that holds 
some of the most exciting 
opportunities ever seen to keep 
this Maison at the forefront for 
the next generations driving us 
to change the game.” 
For further information or to 
make reservations, please visit 
the respective hotel websites 
or contact the FAUCHON Paris 
locations directly.

The Ministry of Municipality has or-
ganised a workshop on the agricul-
ture innovations and their role in 

the sustainability of natural resources.
Conducted in co-operation with the 

Hassad Food Company, the event attended 
by a number of offi  cials and specialists was 
aimed at enhancing the use of smart agri-
culture solutions to achieve food security 
and sustain the natural resources of Qatar.

The workshop was part of marking the 
Arab Agriculture Day.

The ministry also co-operates with the 
Mahaseel Company for Marketing and Ag-
ricultural Services, providing a platform 
for local farms to market their products.

There are also fi ve yards that operate 
during the agriculture season, with par-
ticipating farms selling their products di-

rectly to the consumers without having to 
bear extra marketing charges.

The ministry has introduced various 
initiatives and projects to support local 
farmers and encourage investment in ag-
riculture.

The ministry helps farm-owners to use 
sophisticated systems engaging the latest 
technology, such as using treated sewage 
water to produce animal fodder and reduc-
ing the use of underground water.

The ministry’s Agriculture Aff airs De-
partment has also distributed a number of 
regular and cooled greenhouses to many 
registered farms as part of the eff orts to 
reduce the consumption of irrigation wa-
ter and enhance agriculture productiv-
ity throughout the diff erent seasons of the 
year.

The department also maintained an-
other project to distribute sophisticated 
irrigation networks in the open fi elds, 
which started in August 2022 to increase 

the planted land space using drip irriga-
tion systems.

The project targeted 400 farms 
throughout three years until this year.

This irrigation method would reduce the 
consumption of water by up to 70%.

Accordingly, modern irrigation net-
works have been introduced to the largest 
percentage of open fi elds, amounting to 
more than 89%.

The ministry has so far distributed 
4,260 greenhouses at various local farms 
across the country, including 1,666 cooled 
greenhouses, 100 for hydroponics, and 
2,484 regular greenhouses, according to 
the recent statistics.

This has considerably contributed to-
wards increasing the local production of 
vegetables by almost 12%, in addition to 
improving the quality and effi  ciency of the 
production processes.

The ministry also continues to give 
farmers technical support and expert ad-

vice to help them upgrade their farms and 
improve their productivity while reducing 
costs, as part of a strategy to increase their 
income and encourage them expand their 
investment.

The ministry regularly provides local 
registered farms with subsidised seeds, 
fertilisers, insecticides, and other necessi-
ties of production.

In addition, farmers are off ered serv-

ices around the year at nominal charges, 
including the preparation of the fi elds 
for agriculture and renting of agriculture 
equipment.

Due to the strong government support 
and encouragement for agriculture and lo-
cal farmers, investment in this area has in-
creased over the recent years and expected 
to hit $622mn this year, with the recent 
number of local farms exceeding 600.

Govt support ensuring 
bright prospects for 
agriculture investment
By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

A workshop on the agriculture innovations in progress.

The Qatari Forum for Authors organised 
on Saturday a ceremony at the Ministry 
of Culture’s House of Wisdom Hall to 

honour promising writers who won its compe-
titions.

The event was aimed at shedding light on 
young talent and encourage creativity.

Winners honoured were Shaden Mohammed 
al-Jaouni in fi rst place, followed by Ashraf Ab-

del Hamid Aql in second place, and Fatima Ha-
gras in third place.

Other winners honoured in diff erent catego-
ries include Ghalia al-Hail, Hamad al-Mohan-
nadi, and Moza Abdullah al-Fakhro.

In her speech during the celebration, the di-
rector-general of the forum, Dr Aisha Jassim al-
Kuwari, said that the event is not only an occa-
sion to honour the winners of the competitions 

but also a celebration of literature and writing, 
expressing her thanks to all partners and sup-
porters of these competitions.

She praised the level of the winners, who 
demonstrated creativity and passion for writing 
in an era dominated by technology and social 
media, and noted that books remain an inex-
haustible source of knowledge and inspiration. 
– QNA

h Q t i F f A th g i d d l H id A l i d l d F ti H b t l l b ti f lit t d iti g

Qatari Forum for Authors honours promising writersQatari Forum for Authors honours promising writers
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The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI), in co-oper-
ation with Skyline Automotive, has announced the recall of 
Genesis GV80, G90, GV70, and G80, 2021-2023 models, over 

a possible poor starting due to insuffi  cient fuel pressure.
The MoCI urged all customers to report any violations to its Con-

sumer Protection and Anti-Commercial Fraud Department through 
the following channels: Call Centre: 16001, e-mail: info@moci.gov.
qa, social media channels @mociqatar, and mobile application MO-
CIQatar available on iPhone and Android devices.

Recall order for Genesis models

Sheraton Grand Doha is partnering with 
Rose De Desert and the Qatar Cancer So-
ciety (QCS) in October to support Breast 

Cancer Awareness Month, with a special event 
and a month-long Pinktober Blossom After-
noon Tea experience.

On October 7, Sheraton Grand Doha will host 
the awareness event.

Led by the QCS, the event will feature an 
educational talk emphasising the critical role of 
early detection in the fi ght against breast cancer.

Attendees will receive information that high-
lights the signifi cance of regular screenings and 
self-examinations in saving lives and have the 
opportunity to learn practical steps to safeguard 
their health.

As part of the Pinktober campaign, Sheraton 
Grand Doha is unveiling an exclusive Pinktober 
Blossom Afternoon Tea in collaboration with 
Rose De Desert.

Available from October 1-31 at Atrium 
Lounge, this specially curated afternoon tea ex-
perience will be available daily from 3pm-7pm.

Sheraton Grand Doha Sheraton Grand Doha 
to support breast to support breast 
cancer awarenesscancer awareness

Leading hypermarket chain Safari’s “10, 20, 
30” promotion will start today in all outlets, 
a statement said.

Fruits, vegetables, fi sh, meat, bakery items, hot 
food, and other food products, cosmetics, house-
hold goods, ready-made garments, footwear, elec-
tronics, computer accessories, daily-use items, 
food grains, textiles, and thousands of other prod-
ucts are available for QR10, QR20, or QR30.

Some of the main attractions include Dove beauty 
cream 150ml (twin pack) for QR10, Oscar 2-slice 
bread toaster for QR20, Rotpunkt assorted fl asks for 
QR30, 500g jar of Puck organic cheese (twin pack) 
for QR30, Sadia frozen chicken for QR10, 4.5kg bag 
of Kohinoor everyday basmati rice for QR20, Pantene 
shampoo 400ml (twin pack) for QR20, 1.5kg Tide 
detergent powder for QR10, 3-litre Mr Light Pressure 
cooker for QR20, Men’s T-shirt (twin pack) and cap 
(twin pack) for QR10, and 3-litre Santro electric ket-
tle for QR30.

Safari’s bakery and hot food section also off ers 
a range of dishes such as Western, South Indian, 
North Indian, Arabic, Chinese, and other cuisines, 
with great combo off ers like chicken majboos, burg-
ers, cakes, fried chicken, vegetarian/chicken cur-
ries, fried rice, bread, and more.

Fresh jams, as well as cheese products including 
Roumy cheese, feta plain cheese, butter blocks, ol-
ives and salads, are also available in this “10, 20, 30” 
promotion.

Various types of juices, drinking water, chicken 
parts, chicken nuggets, ice creams, milk, and other 
dairy products are available in the frozen section for 
QR10, QR20, or QR30.

The grocery section off ers a wide range of snacks 
and other food products, while the household sec-
tion features a wide selection of multi-purpose 
items. The cosmetics section showcases leading 
brands such as Enchanteur, Dove, SebaMed, Pan-
tene, Lux, Olay, Dettol, and others. 

Perfumes, body sprays, makeup sets, various soaps, 
face washes, body lotions, and other health and beauty 
products are available for Safari customers.

The stationery section off ers a wide variety of 
school and offi  ce supplies, including Faber Castell, 
Maped school kits, and various stationery sets.

A vast range of products are available at QR10, 
QR20, or QR30 in the toys and sports categories.

In the garments and readymade category, Safari 
off ers a large, high-quality collection of men’s wear, 
ladies’ churidars and churidar materials, ladies’ 
denim jackets, kids’ wear, footwear, ladies’ bags, and 
newborn baby items, all for QR10, QR20, or QR30.

In the electronics category, this promotion brings 
variety and huge discounts on products such as emer-
gency lights, trimmers, torches, IT products, headsets, 
smartwatches, Bluetooth speakers, and more.

Customers also have the chance to win one of 25 
MG cars with purchases of QR50 or more, through 
the newest mega promotion, the Safari Shop and 
Drive Promotion.

This includes six Morris Garages RX8 (2024 mod-
els) and 19 MG Five (2024 models) through an e-raf-
fl e coupon draw.

As part of Safari’s “Priceless” promotion, cus-
tomers can also get a Safari Gift Card worth QR100 
for QR95, the statement added.

Hamad Bin Khalifa Uni-
versity (HBKU)’s Core 
Labs has launched its 

inaugural Summer Programme, 
off ering undergraduate stu-
dents across Qatar an opportu-
nity to gain hands-on experi-
ence in cutting-edge research.

Participants worked direct-
ly within the state-of-the-art 
Materials Characterisation 
Lab, Proteomics Core Lab, and 
Genomics Core Lab, a state-
ment said.

The Materials Characteri-
sation Lab internship provid-
ed theoretical and hands-on 
training on a diverse array of 
characterisation techniques, 
including optical and electron 
microscopy, spectroscopy, X-
ray diff raction, and nuclear 
magnetic resonance.

The participants conducted 
various laboratory activities 
and analyses alongside the 
Core Labs’ scientists, acquir-
ing insight into diverse aspects 
of the material sciences.

The Proteomics core Lab 
programme provided par-
ticipants with theoretical and 
hands-on training on ad-
vanced protein and autoan-
tibody biomarker research 
using the latest proteomics 
technologies, while the Ge-
nomics Lab internship gave 
interns the opportunity to 
utilise generation sequencing 
technology.

The participants also con-
tributed to lectures and group 
meetings, which helped them 
to immerse themselves in the 
research environment and ex-
plore careers as researchers.

HBKU Core 
Labs launch 
summer 
programme 
targeting 
undergrads 
in Qatar

The Assets Aff airs at the 
Public Works Authority 
(Ashghal) has exceeded 

the target rate of response and 
resolving time for drainage 
complaints.

Ashghal achieved a total aver-
age rate of 99.5% in drainage com-
plaints resolution, from June 2023 
to June 2024, a post on X said.

The target rate was 98%.
The average resolution rate 

was at 99.5% in the north, 
99.9% in the west, and 99.2% in 
the south of Qatar.

With regard to drainage com-
plaints response rate, the total 
average response time touched 

99.9%, again exceeding the tar-
get rate of 98%.

The rate stood at 100% in the 
north, 99.9% in the south and 
99.8% in the west of Qatar.

The authority attributed the 
success to the continuous moni-
toring of the wastewater system.

“Ashghal is also committed 
to aligning urban development 
with population growth,” the 
post said.

Ashghal also marked a de-
crease in drainage complaints 
during the same period.

A 68% decrease was record-
ed in fog (fats, oils and grease) 
blockage complaints, 23% de-
crease in fl ooding complaints, 
and 32% decline in complaints 
related to solid organic waste 
blocks.

Ashghal exceeds its targets in 
drainage complaint resolution

By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

Safari’s ‘10, 20, 30’ promotion starts today
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Minister meets Malawi envoy

HE the Minister of Labour Dr Ali bin Smaikh al-Marri held a 
meeting yesterday with Malawi’s ambassador to Qatar, Roy 
Akajuwe Kachale. The meeting discussed bilateral co-operation in 
the labour sector. – QNA

QMC chairman meets 
Philippine ambassador

Qatar Media Corporation chairman Sheikh Hamad bin Thamer 
al-Thani held a meeting yesterday with Philippine ambassador 
to Qatar Lillibeth Velasco Pono, where they discussed media 
relations between the two countries. – QNA

The Ministry of Labour’s statisti-
cal bulletin for the second quarter 
of 2024 showed that the Labour 

Licensing Department received 99,458 
applications, including 15,969 for new re-
cruitment, 66,898 for general work per-
mits (personal number extension), and 
2,804 applications for special work per-
mits (family sponsorship/GCC nationals/
investors/benefi ciaries of property own-
ership).

The total number of requests for profes-
sion modifi cation was 13,787.

Regarding labour complaints, the sta-
tistical bulletin showed that the Labour 
Dispute Department received 6,849 com-

plaints, of which 2,228 were settled.
The Labour Dispute Department also 

received 345 public reports, all of which 
were resolved.

Regarding the Labour Dispute Settle-
ment Committees, the number of cases 
referred to the committees during the sec-
ond quarter of the current year was 1,831, 
with a total of 1,229 decisions issued by the 
committees.

With regard to employment contracts, 
the statistical bulletin indicated that the 
Labour Relations Department processed 
220,877 applications for contract authen-
tication, with 21,078 requests submitted 
for labour secondment.

On the supervisory role of the Ministry 
of Labour over establishments subject to 
the labour market, inspection visits con-
ducted by the ministry’s teams revealed 
the level of compliance of companies and 
establishments with the labour law and the 
regulatory decisions of the labour market, 
noting an increase in the percentage of 
inspection visits that concluded without 
registering any remarks.

The statistical bulletin showed that the 
ministry carried out 705 inspection tours 
of recruitment offi  ces during the second 
quarter, 683 of which concluded without 
any remarks, with four warnings issued for 
violations, and 12 companies being fully or 

partially shut down, and one violation re-
port being registered.

The Labour Inspection Department also 
conducted intensive inspection campaigns 
during the second quarter to monitor the 
compliance of establishments with the 
laws and ministerial decisions regulat-
ing the labour market in the country, with 
a total of 12,816 inspection visits across 
various areas.

These resulted in 1,564 warnings issued 
to companies to rectify violations, while 
the number of violation reports against 
companies was 1,646.

Additionally, the Occupational Safety 
and Health Department conducted 5,539 

inspection visits to work sites and workers’ 
accommodations.

The ministry urges business owners, 
companies, and institutions subject to 
the provisions of the labour law to com-
ply with the legislation and the regulatory 
ministerial decisions to contribute to en-
hancing the work environment in Qatar.

The digital transformation journey im-
plemented by the Ministry of Labour has 
contributed to streamlining procedures 
and speeding up the completion of trans-
actions, which positively refl ected on the 
performance of the service departments 
within the ministry during the second 
quarter of 2024. – QNA

Ministry of Labour releases statistical bulletin for second quarter of 2024

The Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) 
has concluded the activities of the 10th 
Qatar Patient Safety Week, held under 

the theme Improving Diagnosis for Patient 
Safety.

The event saw extensive participation from 
local and international experts, as well as rep-
resentatives from various healthcare organi-
sations and institutions in the country, such 
as the Ministry of Defence and Qatar Airways.

The Qatar Patient Safety Week (QPSW) fea-
tured a series of events and activities.

These included workshops on the funda-
mentals of quality improvement, communica-
tion skills for disclosing medical errors if and 
when they occur, and strategies to prevent 
future errors, alongside patient-centred care, 
and included the involvement of 288 health-
care practitioners.

At scientifi c conference sessions, which 
were attended by more than 1,900 healthcare 
professionals, the latest developments in di-
agnosis and patient safety were reviewed, and 
expertise was shared among the participating 
experts.

The experts unanimously agreed on the im-
portance of accurate diagnosis, which forms 
the foundation of safe and eff ective health-
care.

They also highlighted the role of modern 
technology in improving diagnostic accuracy 
and reducing medical errors.

Best global practices in patient safety were 
presented, and the participants exchanged 
experiences with both international and lo-
cal speakers, emphasising the importance of 
collaboration between diff erent healthcare 
sectors to continuously improve healthcare 
quality.

As part of the awareness campaign during 
the Qatar Patient Safety Week, an awareness 

booth was set up in a shopping mall, which 
saw signifi cant public engagement.

More than 171 participants had their vital 
signs, weight, body mass index (BMI), and 
blood sugar levels measured, with some being 
referred for medical follow-up.

Members of the public were also introduced 
to the concept of strengthening patient safety 
and encouraged to take part in achieving it.

Additionally, they were educated about 
diagnostic safety and its impact on patient 
safety.

Members of the public were engaged and 
encouraged to share their personal experi-
ences and contribute ideas and suggestions 
to enhance diagnostic safety, leading to im-
proved communication between patients and 
healthcare providers.

Staff  at the booth also provided guidance 
on the correct use of home diagnostic devices 
such as blood sugar and blood pressure moni-
tors.

Additionally, there was a children’s clinic 
where they learned about important symp-

toms through play, positive reinforcement, 
and rewards.

As part of the Qatar Patient Safety Week ac-
tivities, many key institutions in the country 
illuminated their buildings in orange in cel-
ebration of World Patient Safety Day, high-
lighting the importance of focusing on diag-
nostic safety.

A total of 20 institutions participated in this 
initiative.

Moreover, healthcare institutions organised 
celebrations, events and activities, including 
lectures and competitions to raise awareness 
among healthcare workers and motivate them 
to continue eff orts to protect patient safety 
and improve the quality of healthcare.

The Qatar Patient Safety Week is an annual 
national event that has been organised by the 
MoPH since 2014.

This event encourages sustainable collabo-
ration between the ministry, healthcare pro-
viders, community members, and all stake-
holders to ensure safer healthcare in Qatar. 
– QNA

10th Qatar Patient Safety 
Week activities conclude

Qatar attends joint ministerial 
meeting of GCC and China

Qatar participated on Friday in the joint ministerial meeting of foreign 
ministers of the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) and China on the 
sidelines of the 79th session of the UN General Assembly in New York. 
HE the Minister of State for Foreign Aff airs Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi 
chaired Qatar’s delegation at the meeting. – QNA

From Page 1

Barwa Real Estate Group chief 
executive Ahmad Mohammed al-
Tayeb said: “Our participation 
refl ects our commitment to sup-
porting national real estate events 
that create an exceptional plat-
form for dialogue between govern-
ment entities, developers, and in-
vestors to shape the future of this 
vital sector.”

GMG Holding chairman Sheikh 
Jabr bin Mansour bin Jabr al-Thani 
highlighted the partnership.

“Our commitment aligns with 
Qatar National Vision 2030 to 
build partnerships that drive 
growth and elevate standards of 
living,” he said.

“We are proud to be one of the 
principal supporters of this sig-
nifi cant event,” said Al Waab City 
executive vice-president Sheikh 
Jassim bin Nawaf bin Nasser al-
Thani. “Our participation reaf-
fi rms our commitment to enhanc-
ing Qatar’s real estate sector and 
contributing to the development 
of an innovative and sustainable 
investment environment.”

“Al Waab City, as a multi-use 
private real estate development 
project, includes retail spaces, a 
shopping mall, offi  ces, commercial 
showrooms, as well as a variety of 
residential units such as villas and 
apartments,” he said. “As we move 
into the next phase of the project, 
we look forward to announcing the 
opening of this important section 
and welcoming the public by 2025, 
which will further strengthen Al 
Waab City’s position as a leading 
destination for living, working, 
and leisure in Qatar.”

“Our sponsorship of the second 
edition of the Qatar Real Estate 
Forum refl ects our understanding 

of the critical importance of this 
sector in attracting investment 
and supporting economic growth,” 
said Yousef Fakhro, the chief mar-
keting and corporate communica-
tions offi  cer at the Qatar Financial 
Centre. “We have introduced new 
real estate ownership regulations 
for companies registered with 
us to align with Qatar’s property 
ownership laws, creating a clear 
framework for real estate invest-
ments.”

“This partnership refl ects our 
commitment to supporting the 
country’s eff orts to develop and 
enhance the real estate sector and 
to encourage young national tal-
ents to engage in this vital indus-
try,” said Qatar Finance and Busi-
ness Academy chief executive Dr 
Khalifa al-Salahi al-Yafei. “This, 
in turn, contributes to enhancing 
the competitiveness and diversi-
fi cation of the national economy, 
in line with the objectives of the 
Third National Development 
Strategy and Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030.”

Al-Obaidli emphasised that 
the real estate sector is one of the 
pillars of Qatar’s comprehensive 
economic development, actively 
supporting infrastructure devel-
opment, off ering diverse invest-
ment opportunities, and promot-
ing sustainable economic growth.

The sector plays a vital role in 
achieving the goals of economic 
diversifi cation and reducing reli-
ance on natural resources, in line 
with the objectives of the National 
Development Strategy 2024-2030 
and Qatar National Vision 2030.

The forum will feature special-
ised workshops, panel discussions, 
and networking opportunities 
with infl uential fi gures in the real 
estate sector.

2nd Qatar Real Estate Forum 
to be held on October 13-15

From Page 1

The Earthna Centre offi  cial 
said that the current edition 
of Qatar Sustainability Week 
includes a wide range of ac-
tivities, the most important 
of which is the Qatar National 
Dialogue on Climate Change 
(QNDCC), which is being held 
for the fi rst time as part of the 
week’s activities.

It will be organised in co-
operation with the Ministry 
of Environment and Climate 
Change (MoECC) and with 
the support of the German 
embassy and many other en-
tities, where participants will 
explore various innovations 
and opportunities related to 
confronting climate change.

Assistant Undersecretary 
for Climate Change Aff airs 
Eng Ahmed Mohammed al-
Sada highlighted that pri-
oritising environmental de-
velopment will signifi cantly 
promote environmental 
awareness across all segments 
of society, helping to cultivate 
a population that values the 
preservation of Qatar’s envi-
ronmental heritage.

He said that this year’s 
edition of the QNDCC will 
witness a diverse package of 
sessions aimed at exchang-
ing visions and experiences, 
which will play a major role in 
serious discussions between 
national institutions, and 
contribute to addressing cli-
mate challenges.

Over 400 
events to be 
held during 
QSW 2024
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Vodafone Qatar launches new Unlimited+ plans
Vodafone Qatar has launched a new 
portfolio of postpaid plans comprising 
a suite of features off ering customers’ 
greater connectivity, along with the ability 
to have enhanced control over their 
individual mobile experience.
“In a world driven by social media, 
Vodafone Qatar is proud to be the first 
provider in Qatar to introduce dedicated 
social media apps data for postpaid 
customers,” a statement said yesterday. 
This allows customers to enjoy popular 
platforms, such as Instagram, Facebook, 
Snapchat, and TikTok without restriction on its 
all-new Unlimited + postpaid plans. The second 
addition is the introduction of unlimited local 
calls for all new postpaid plan customers. 
Another first in Qatar is the addition of an 
all-new multi-SIM capability, which allows 
up to four additional SIMs to be linked to a 
customer’s main plan. ‘multi-SIM’ enables 
one number to be used across multiple 

devices, including smartphones, tablets, 
and laptops along with the ability to 
share data seamlessly, off ering unrivalled 

convenience.
Vodafone Qatar also introduced for the first 
time in Qatar the ‘Mute Service’ making 

it easy to manage unwanted calls. Once 
enabled, those trying to reach a customer 
will be notified of their unavailability, whilst 
customers will still be able to make and 
receive calls.
Vodafone Qatar’s new International Call 
Block feature allows users to screen 
unwanted foreign calls.
In addition, Vodafone Qatar is off ering 
exclusive lifestyle benefits with Vodafone’s 
iPass Memberships (‘Pass’) and retaining 
the extremely popular My Book and Valet 
Parking. 
The Pass off er incredible deals across a 
variety of lifestyle areas – Entertainment 
Pass: Customers can enjoy off ers on family 
dining, entertainment, and outings; Fitness 
Pass which off ers great discounts on a 
range of fitness activities.
Laha (Ladies) Pass, tailored specifically for 
women, this pass includes exclusive off ers 
on dining, wellness, and entertainment; 

Wellness Pass: Focusing on health with 
access to spa treatments and wellness 
experiences; and Black Pass: Customers 
can indulge in premium off ers and luxury 
experiences across dining, wellness, 
fitness, and high-end retail. 
All new postpaid plans are also available 
through Vodafone Qatar’s world’s first 
‘Instant SIM’.
Simon O’Rourke, Consumer Business Unit 
director, Vodafone Qatar, said: “We aim to 
enhance every aspect of our customers’ 
lives through innovative technology and 
services. Our New Postpaid plan and iPass 
memberships are designed to provide 
seamless connectivity and exclusive 
benefits, making it easier than ever for 
Vodafone customers to stay connected 
and enjoy what matters most to them.”
To learn more about the plans and features 
off ered by Vodafone Qatar, visit https://
www.vodafone.qa/en/

QC provides relief 
aid to 18,000 fl ood 
victims in Bangladesh
Qatar Charity (QC) has pro-

vided urgent food aid to 
18,000 fl ood-aff ected in-

dividuals in Bangladesh.
This eff ort is part of the QC’s 

ongoing campaign, ‘Rescue Flood 
Victims,’ which supports fl ood-
aff ected communities in 18 coun-
tries, including Bangladesh.

The distribution of relief aid was 
carried out in co-ordination with 
local authorities to ensure that it 
reached those most in need effi  -
ciently.

Food packages were distributed 
in strategic locations throughout 
the Noakhali district, with spe-
cial attention to vulnerable groups 
such as families with children, the 
elderly, and people with disabili-
ties.

The aid, which included es-
sential food items, was critical in 
addressing the urgent nutritional 
needs of the aff ected population, 
many of whom lost their homes 
and livelihoods due to the fl oods.

The QC launched in Septem-
ber the ‘Rescue Flood Victims’ 
campaign for 18 fl ood-aff ected 
countries. The campaign aims to 
provide essential aid to fl ood vic-
tims in the areas of food, shelter, 
healthcare, education, and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene (WASH). 
(QNA)

Qatar named guest 
country at Marrakech 
Short Film Festival
Doha Film Institute (DFI) 

announced that Qatar 
has been named the guest 

country at this year’s Marrakech 
Short Film Festival, a signifi cant 
recognition of the nation’s grow-
ing infl uence in the world of cin-
ema. 

As part of the cultural exchange 
to mark the Qatar-Morocco 2024 
Year of Culture, DFI is partner-
ing with the festival to present a 
special programme of 10 ‘Made 
in Qatar’ fi lms, which began on 
September 27 and runs until Oc-
tober 2.

DFI will also screen four con-
temporary Moroccan fi lms by re-
nowned and emerging Moroccan 
directors at the Museum of Is-
lamic Art from October 10 to 12 in 
a programme titled ‘Mosaics from 
Morocco,’ and this year’s edition 
of Ajyal Film Festival will include 
a specially curated programme of 
‘Made in Morocco’ short fi lms be-
tween November 16 to 23.

In a press statement, DFI CEO 
Fatma Hassan Alremaihi said: 
“Being named a guest country 
at the festival is a proud moment 
for Qatar and we are honoured 
to share our stories, voices and 

unique perspectives through the 
‘Made in Qatar’ fi lms, and in re-
turn showcase Morocco’s auteurs 
and emerging directors in Doha”. 

The screenings yesterday in-
cluded Sanad by Noor al-Nasr 
and When It’s Time by Awad 
Hashim Karrar. 

Today, A Proposal by Nadia al-
Khater, and Emsahar by Hassan 
al-Jahni will be screened.

Kinship by Ali al-Hajri; and 

Olayan by Khalifa al-Marri will 
be screened tomorrow. The fi -
nal screening on October 2 is of 
Sh’hab by Amal al-Muftah.

The ‘Mosaics of Morocco’ 
screenings at the Museum of Is-
lamic Art in Doha include House 
in the Fields (2017) by Tala Hadid; 
Mica (2020) by Ismaël Ferroukhi; 
Fragments from Heaven (2022) 
by Adnane Baraka and Indivision 
(2023) by Leila Kilani.

DFI will also screen four contemporary Moroccan films at the 
Museum of Islamic Art from October 10 to 12.

QM to participate in Jeddah 
Islamic Arts Biennale

Qatar Museums (QM) will 
participate in the second 
edition of the Islamic Arts 

Biennale in Jeddah from Janu-
ary 25 to May 25, 2025, it was an-
nounced yesterday. 

QM will exhibit eight objects 
from The Museum of Islamic Art 
(MIA) at the biennale, a statement 
said. 

Organised by the Diriyah Bien-
nale Foundation, the upcoming 
Jeddah event is the fi rst and only 
biennale dedicated to the arts of 
Islamic civilisation, presenting 
a harmonious blend of histori-
cal artifacts and contemporary 
works. 

The eight objects from QM’s 
collections will have a thematic 
focus on ‘Numbers,’ off ering a 
unique exploration of mathemat-
ical and numerical signifi cance 
in Islamic art. The objects which 
will be on display in the AlMadar 
section of the biennale not only 
highlight the depth and diversity 
of Islamic art but also symbolise 
the long-term collaboration be-
tween QM and the Diriyah Bien-
nale Foundation.

MIA director Shaika Nasser 
al-Nassr said: “Our participation 
in the Islamic Arts Biennale 2025 
refl ects our ongoing commitment 
to cultural exchange and the pro-
motion of Islamic art on the glo-
bal stage”.

The Islamic Arts Biennale 
will be held at the iconic Aga 

Khan Award-winning West-
ern Hajj Terminal at King Ab-
dulaziz International Airport 
in Jeddah. 

The 2025 edition is titled ‘And 
all that is in between’ and will 

feature seven unique compo-
nents, combining historical ob-
jects with contemporary artworks 
and extending into a vast outdoor 
exhibition space, the statement 
added.

The Islamic Arts Biennale will be held at the iconic Aga Khan 
Award-winning Western Hajj Terminal at King Abdulaziz 
International Airport in Jeddah.

The MIA in Doha.

Application open for lease of fishing boats parking lots
The Ministry of Municipality Fisheries Department has announced that it will receive applications for renting 
parking lots for private fishing boats and vessels and Al Ruwais storehouse during October 1-31.

“Our participation in the 
Islamic Arts Biennale 
2025 refl ects our ongoing 
commitment to cultural 
exchange and the 
promotion of Islamic art 
on the global stage”
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Protesters demonstrate against Israel following the killing of Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah in an Israeli air strike in Beirut, 
near the Israeli consulate in Istanbul, Turkiye, yesterday.

Demonstrators shout slogans as they march against Israeli strikes in 
Gaza and Lebanon at a protest rally in the central business district of 
Sydney, Australia, yesterday.

Protesters wave Lebanese flags during a demonstration in support 
of Lebanese people as intense Israeli attacks across Lebanon’s east, 
south and on southern Beirut have killed hundreds of people and 
forced many to flee their homes, on Place de la Republique, in Paris, 
France, yesterday.

Anti-Israel protests spread

Iran’s president 
slams Israeli attacks 
on regional allies
Reuters
Dubai

Israel should not be allowed to 
attack countries in the “Axis 
of Resistance” one after the 

other, Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian said yesterday.

Israel said it had bombed Houthi 
targets in Yemen yesterday, ex-
panding its confrontation with 
Iran’s allies in the region after kill-
ing the Hezbollah leader Sayyed 
Hassan Nasrallah on Friday in an 
escalating confl ict in Lebanon.

Pezeshkian, in comments car-
ried by state media, said Lebanon 

should be supported. “Lebanese 
fi ghters should not be left alone in 
this battle so that the Zionist re-
gime (Israel) does not attack Axis 
of Resistance countries one after 
the other,” he said.

An Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards deputy commander, Ab-
bas Nilforoushan, was also killed 
in the attack that killed the Hez-
bollah leader in Beirut.

“We cannot accept such actions 
and they will not be left unan-
swered. A decisive reaction is nec-
essary,” Pezeshkian said.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Nasser Kanaani con-
demned the Israeli strikes in 

Yemen, saying in a statement that 
they had targeted “civilian infra-
structure” such as a power plant 
and fuel tanks.

“Iran once again warns about 
the consequences of the Zion-
ist regime’s (Israel) warmonger-
ing on regional and international 
peace and security,” spokesper-
son Nasser Kanaani added.

In another Israeli attack 
on Yemen in July, fighter jets 
bombed “dual-use sites such as 
energy infrastructure” in Ho-
deidah, with Israel’s military 
spokesperson saying the port 
was used by the Houthis to re-
ceive weapons shipments.

Silence, destruction remain 
at site of Hezbollah leader’s death
AFP
Beirut

An eerie calm engulfed the 
rubble-strewn Beirut site 
yesterday where an Israeli 

air strike killed Hezbollah chief 
Hassan Nasrallah, fl attening 
buildings in the group’s strong-
hold.

An AFP photographer in the 
southern suburbs of the Leba-
nese capital saw a few men si-
lently walking around the mas-
sive crater caused by the Friday 
strike, where plumes of smoke 
still billowed.

After Hezbollah on Saturday 
formally announced Nasrallah’s 
death, there were no longer any 
rescuers at the site yesterday.

One man crouched on the edge 

of the rubble, reading from the 
Qur’an while, beside him, his 
wife wept.

A preliminary toll issued by 
Lebanon’s health ministry said 
at least six people were killed in 
the strike, but that fi gure is ex-
pected to rise, given the massive 
destruction. The Israeli military 
said more than 20 other Hezbol-
lah members were killed.

The deaths confi rmed by Hez-
bollah include its top command-
er in south Lebanon, Ali Karake. 
Iran said a senior general from its 
Revolutionary Guards was also 
killed.

Elsewhere in southern Bei-
rut, pounded by Israeli strikes 
over the past week, the normal-
ly bustling streets were quiet, 
AFP journalists said.

Many shops were closed and 

roads empty. The charred re-
mains of vehicles and rubble of 
destroyed buildings lay where 
Israeli jets had struck.

Thousands of residents of 
the Hezbollah bastion have left 
since Friday for parts of Beirut 
considered safer, with many 
families spending the night on 
Beirut’s streets.

Prime Minister Najib Mikati 
said that up to a million Leba-
nese may have been displaced 
by the intense Israeli strikes 
since earlier this month in Bei-
rut but also in other parts of 
the tiny country, including the 
southern border areas abutting 
Israel.

“It is the largest displace-
ment movement that may have 
happened... in Lebanon,” he 
said yesterday.

Pope slams ‘immoral’ use of
force in Gaza and Lebanon
AFP
Aboard the Papal Plane

Pope Francis yesterday  slammed the “immoral” 
use of force in Lebanon and Gaza, amid ongoing 
Israeli strikes in both places.

“A country that acts this way with force, no mat-
ter the country, and that acts in such an excessive 
manner, (lends itself to) immoral actions,” said Fran-

cis when asked about the consequences of Israeli air 
strikes on civilians aboard a fl ight back to Rome from 
Belgium.

“Defence must always be proportional to the at-
tack. When this is not the case, a dominating tenden-
cy appears that goes beyond morality,” the 87-year-
old pontiff  said in Italian.

“Even in war there is a morality to defend. War is 
immoral, but the rules of war indicate a form of mo-
rality,” Francis said.

US boosts air support and hikes troop 
readiness to deploy for Middle East

Reuters
 Washington 

The US military said yester-
day it was increasing its air 
support capabilities in the 

Middle East and putting troops on 
a heightened readiness to deploy 
to the region as it warned against 
expanding the ongoing confl ict.

The announcement came two 
days after President Joe Biden di-
rected the Pentagon to adjust US 
force posture in the Middle East 
amid intensifying concern that Is-
rael’s killing of the leader of Hez-
bollah could prompt retaliation 
“The United States is determined 
to prevent foreign-backed part-
ners and proxies from exploiting 
the situation or expanding the 
confl ict,” Pentagon spokesperson 

Major General Patrick Ryder said 
in a statement.

He also cautioned that if groups 
“use this moment to target Amer-
ican personnel or interests in the 
region, the United States will 
take every necessary measure to 
defend our people.” The Penta-
gon statement off ered few clues 
as to the size or scope of the new 
air deployment, saying only that 
“we will further reinforce our de-
fensive air-support capabilities 
in the coming days.” Israel struck 
more targets in Lebanon yester-
day, pressing Hezbollah with new 
attacks after killing the group’s 
leader, Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, 
and a string of its other top com-
manders

The strikes have dealt a stun-
ning succession of blows to 
Hezbollah after almost a year of 

cross-border fi re, killing much of 
its leadership and revealing gap-
ing security holes. But it has also 
raised questions about Washing-
ton’s publicly declared goals of 
containing the confl ict and safe-
guarding US personnel through-
out the Middle East.

White House national security 
spokesperson John Kirby said that 
the United States is watching to see 
what Hezbollah does to try to fi ll its 
leadership vacuum, “and is con-
tinuing to talk to the Israelis about 
what the right next steps are.” The 
US State Department has yet to or-
der an evacuation from Lebanon. 
But last week, US offi  cials told Reu-
ters the Pentagon was sending a few 
dozen additional troops to Cyprus 
to help the military prepare for sce-
narios including an evacuation of 
Americans from Lebanon.

US military strikes kill 
37 militants in Syria
AFP
Washington

US forces conducted two 
separate strikes in Syria, 
killing 37 “terrorist op-

eratives” including members of 
the Islamic State group and Al 
Qaeda affi  liate Hurras al-Din, 
the military’s Central Command 
(Centcom) said yesterday.

A September 24 strike in 
northwest Syria killed nine 
“terrorist operatives,” includ-
ing senior Hurras al-Din leader 
Marwan Bassam ‘Abd-al-Ra’uf, 

the US military said.
A September 16 strike in cen-

tral Syria targeted an IS training 
camp and killed at least 28 peo-
ple, including four senior lead-
ers, the statement said. It did not 
identify the leaders.

“These strikes against leader-
ship and operatives of ISIS and 
the Al Qaeda affi  liate, Hurras al-
Din, represent Centcom’s com-
mitment to the enduring defeat 
of terrorist organisations in the 
Centcom area of responsibility 
and our support to regional sta-
bility,” said General Michael Erik 
Kurilla, Centcom’s commander.

Marburg disease leaves six dead in Rwanda

AFP 
Kigali 

Six people have been killed in Rwanda in an 
outbreak of Marburg virus, a highly infec-
tious haemorrhagic fever similar to Ebola, the 

country’s health ministry said late on Saturday.
The highly virulent microbe causes severe fever, 

often accompanied by bleeding and organ failure.
Some 20 patients were being treated for the ill-

ness, Health Minister Sabin Nsanzimana told lo-
cal media. “Those infected and the deceased were 
mainly health workers,” he said, adding that eff orts 
were underway to trace and test those who had 
come in contact with them. Marburg is part of the 
so-called fi lovirus family that also includes Ebola, 
which has wreaked havoc in several previous out-
breaks in Africa.

Neighbouring Tanzania reported cases of the 

disease in 2023, while Uganda experienced its last 
outbreak in 2017. The three countries share porous 
borders. The suspected natural source of the Mar-
burg virus is the African fruit bat, which carries the 
pathogen but does not fall sick from it.

The virus takes its name from the German city of 
Marburg, where it was fi rst identifi ed in 1967 in a lab 
where workers had been in contact with infected green 
monkeys imported from Uganda.

The animals can pass the virus to primates in close 
proximity, including humans, and human-to-human 
transmission then occurs through contact with blood 
or other body fl uids. Fatality rates in confi rmed cases 
have ranged from 24% to 88% in previous outbreaks, 
depending on the virus strain and case management, 
according to the World Health Organisation (WHO). 
There are currently no vaccines or antiviral treat-
ments, but potential treatments, including blood 
products, immune and drug therapies, as well as early 
candidate vaccines, are being evaluated.

Shooting leaves 17 
dead in eastern SA

South African police said they 

were launching a manhunt after 17 

people were shot dead in a town 

in the east of the country, AFP 

reported from Johannesburg. “In 

one house, 13 people were killed — 

12 women and one man. In another, 

four people were killed. An 18th 

victim is in critical condition in 

a hospital,” the police said in a 

statement. South African media 

said the mass shootings occurred 

Friday night in the town of Lusik-

isiki in the Eastern Cape province 

about 200 kilometres southwest 

of Durban. “We do not know the 

motive” and “we do not know if 

there is one or several suspects 

on the run”, national police chief 

Fannie Masemola said on SABC 

public television.

A woman weeps as a man reads the Holy Qur’an in front of the rubble of buildings which were levelled 
on September 27 by Israeli strikes that targeted and killed Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah in the Haret 
Hreik neighbourhood of Beirut’s southern suburbs, yesterday.

Thousands protest as Pakistan 
condemns killing of Nasrallah
AFP
Islamabad

Thousands of people protested in Pakistan cit-
ies yesterday after the Hezbollah confi rmed 
that its longtime chief had been killed by an 

Israeli air strike in Lebanon.
Hezbollah said on Saturday Hassan Nasrallah was 

killed in the strike on Beirut’s southern suburbs a 
day earlier, dealing a massive blow to the group he 
had led for decades. Around 4,000 people gathered 
in the Pakistan capital Islamabad and 3,000 thou-
sand in the southern port city of Karachi during ral-
lies and funeral prayers for Nasrallah led by some 
groups. “We stand against what Israel is doing in 
Palestine and Lebanon, this is why we are here to-
day,” 27-year-old Taskeen Zafar said during the rally 
in Islamabad.

The killing of Nasrallah marked a sharp escalation 

in nearly a year of tit-for-tat cross-border fi re be-
tween Hezbollah and Israel, and risks plunging the 
wider region into war.

“Pakistan strongly condemns the growing Israeli 
adventurism in the Middle East,” Pakistan’s Minis-
try of Foreign Aff airs said in a statement yesterday.

“Yesterday’s reckless act of killing the Secretary-
General of Hezbollah in Lebanon constitutes a ma-
jor escalation in an already volatile region.”

Hezbollah began low-intensity cross-border 
strikes on Israeli troops a day after its Palestinian 
ally Hamas staged an unprecedented storming of 
Israel in the fi rst week of October, triggering war in 
the Gaza Strip. Nearly a year later, Israel announced 
a shift in focus to battling Hezbollah on its north-
ern front. Israel’s retaliatory military off ensive has 
killed at least 41,595 people in Gaza, most of them 
civilians, according to fi gures from the Hamas-run 
territory’s health ministry. The UN has described 
the fi gures as reliable.
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Sri Lanka has restored an online visa application 
platform to encourage tourism after its top court 
suspended a controversial multi-million-dollar deal that 
outsourced visa processing to a foreign consortium. 
The government of newly elected President Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake said the move was intended 
to promote the nation’s key tourism sector, as its 
economy limps out of the 2022 financial crisis. Tourists 
will now be able to apply for a visa online without 
paying the $25 charged by India-based VFS Global, 
which won an outsourcing contract in April from the 
previous government.

A fire broke out at a factory belonging to Chinese 
battery giant CATL, which supplies electric vehicle 
makers including Tesla, but there was no immediate 
word on the extent of damage, authorities said. No 
casualties have yet been reported from the fire at 
the plant in the coastal city of Ningde, CATL’s base 
in the eastern province of Fujian, a statement by the 
Dongqiao Economic and Technological Development 
Zone said. Emergency services were sent to the plant 
to fight the fire and to organise the evacuation of any 
people who were inside the 15,000 square metre site, 
it said.

Taiwan’s defence ministry yesterday said it was on alert 
after detecting “multiple waves” of missile firing deep 
in inland China, days after Beijing said it had carried out 
a successful test launch of an intercontinental ballistic 
missile. Taiwan keeps a close watch on Chinese military 
drills given Beijing’s regular activities around the island, 
but only rarely releases details of what it sees taking 
place inside China. The ministry said it had detected 
“multiple waves of firing” by China’s Rocket Force and 
army in the provinces and regions of Inner Mongolia, 
Gansu, Qinghai and Xinjiang, which all lie at least 
2,000km from Taiwan.

Several hundred people rallied in central London to call 
for the UK to rejoin the European Union which it left 
in 2020. Protesters carried placards reading “Brexit is 
a monumental disaster” and chanting “rejoin” as they 
marched past the prime minister’s Downing Street 
residence to gather in Parliament Square. “With the 
new Labour government there’s maybe a chance to 
begin reversing this mistake,” academic Saskia Huc-
Hepher, 50, whose husband is French, said. “Brexit was 
a trick against the British people... we need to keep 
complaining even if things won’t change just now,” 
added insurance worker Alex Taylor, 71.

Sri Lanka reverts to former 
visa system to woo tourists

Fire breaks out at Chinese
battery giant CATL plant

Taiwan on alert after  multiple
missile firing by China

Protesters call for UK to 
rejoin European Union

POLICYINCIDENTDEFENCE DEMAND

AFP
London

Former UK prime minister Ri-
shi Sunak yesterday urged his 
Conservative Party to “learn 

the lessons” of their crushing elec-
tion defeat as it gathered to begin 
electing a new leader.

The four-day meeting in Bir-
mingham, central England, comes 
three months after the Tories were 
ousted from power by Labour, with 
Keir Starmer taking over as prime 
minister.

“This is our fi rst conference in 
opposition since 2009,” Sunak 
wrote in parliament’s The House 

magazine. “We need to learn the 
lessons of our defeat: we did not 
get everything right in government 
– no government ever does – and 
we do now need to refl ect on that,” 
he wrote.

The party last met in opposition 
15 years ago – a year before David 
Cameron set them on their way to 
14 years of consecutive but chaotic 
rule, marked by austerity, Brexit, 
the Covid pandemic and infi ght-
ing.

The get-together will see four 
candidates audition in front of 
parliamentary colleagues and 
grassroots members as they bid 
to replace Sunak as the next Tory 
leader.

Kemi Badenoch, Robert Jen-
rick, James Cleverly and Tom Tu-
gendhat will all make pitches from 
the stage as well as face questions 
from the fl oor in the main hall 
at the International Convention 
Centre in Britain’s second-largest 
city.

Immigration will be one of the 
policy areas they will be grilled on.

The subject was a major election 
issue in the July ballot, when the 
Conservatives lost critical votes to 
Nigel Farage’s anti-immigration 
Reform UK party.

Setting out his stall, front-run-
ner and former immigration min-
ister Jenrick pledged a cap “cast in 
iron” on immigration.

“The age of mass migration must 
end. It’s placing immense pressure 
on housing, on public services and 
on community cohesion,” he told 
Sky News’s Sunday Morning with 
Trevor Phillips.

Jenrick’s nearest rival, Baden-
och, said immigration was some-
thing the country needed to “get 
right”.

“Numbers matter... culture 
matters. If we want to have a well-
integrated society, we need to 
make sure that we have a shared 
culture and a shared identity,” she 
told Sky.

Conservative MPs will vote next 
week to determine the fi nal two 
candidates. Party members will 

then select the winner in a ballot 
that closes at the end of October.

Britain’s new opposition leader 
– and the person tasked with reu-
niting the party before the next 
elections – will be announced on 
November 2.

Whoever is chosen will deter-
mine whether the party tacks fur-
ther to the right or seeks to regain 
the centre ground following the 
Conservatives’ worst-ever general 
election result on July 4.

Labour won a whopping 174-
seat majority in the 650-seat UK 
parliament. The Tories lost 251 
seats to return just 121 MPs, the 
lowest number in their history.

That capped a stunning down-

fall from the previous election in 
2019, when the Tories won an 80-
seat majority under Boris Johnson, 
mainly on a promise to “get Brexit 
done”.

The party unravelled in spectac-
ular fashion. Several scandals, not 
least Downing Street staff  party-
ing during coronavirus lockdowns, 
forced Johnson from offi  ce.

His successor, Liz Truss, then 
lasted just 49 days due to her mini-
budget, which tanked the pound 
and spooked markets.

Sunak, brought in to steady the 
ship, was unable to reverse the 
slide and his 20 months in offi  ce 
were marred by factional infi ght-
ing.

 Sunak tells Conservatives ‘learn lessons’ of defeat 

UK lawmaker
quits Labour
Party over 
PM’s ‘hypocrisy’
AFP
London

The new government of UK 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
reeled from its fi rst resigna-

tion as lawmaker Rosie Duffi  eld 
quit the Labour Party, accusing him 
of “hypocrisy” over his acceptance 
of free gifts.

In a blistering resignation letter, 
Duffi  eld denounced Starmer for 
pursuing “cruel and unnecessary” 
policies. “The sleaze, nepotism and 
apparent avarice are off  the scale,” 
she wrote, after it emerged earlier 
this month that Starmer had ac-
cepted more than £100,000 in gifts 
and hospitality while cutting an 
annual £300 winter heating pay-
ment to some 10mn pensioners.

“I am so ashamed of what you 
and your inner circle have done 
to tarnish and humiliate our once 
proud party.” Duffi  eld said the “hy-
pocrisy” of a leader enjoying ex-
pensive free clothing and outings 
while asking others to tighten their 
belts was “staggering”.

She also attacked the prime min-
ister’s decision to maintain a cap on 
a benefi t aimed at supporting fami-
lies with children.

“Someone with far-above-av-
erage wealth choosing to keep the 
Conservatives’ two-child limit 
to benefi t payments which en-
trenches children in poverty, while 
inexplicably accepting expensive 
personal gifts of designer suits and 

glasses costing more than most of 
those people can grasp – this is en-
tirely undeserving of holding the 
title of Labour prime minister,” she 
wrote.

Duffi  eld said that she would in 
the future sit as an independent MP 
“guided by my core Labour values”.

The row over the free gifts from 
rich donors had already cast a shad-
ow over the party’s fi rst conference 
since they returned to government.

Labour ousted the Conservatives 
in a landslide election win in July 
after 14 years in opposition.

But instead of toasting their vic-
tory at the conference earlier this 
week, ministers found themselves 
on the backfoot and facing anger 
from the normally supportive un-
ions. All of the gifts accepted by 
Starmer had been declared and 
none fall foul of parliamentary 
rules. But records show that Starm-
er accepted more than £100,000 
($132,000) in gifts and hospitality 
since December 2019, more than 
any other lawmaker.

It also emerged that Deputy 
Prime Minister Angela Rayner 
accepted the loan of a New York 
apartment for a holiday and that 
Chancellor Rachel Reeves accepted 
around £7,500 worth of clothing.

Reeves and the Labour party 
have defended the abolition of the 
£300 payment to many pension-
ers to help them heat their homes, 
citing a need to fi ll a “£22bn black 
hole” they say was left by the Con-
servatives.

People salvage their belongings along a street as the floodwater recedes in an area that was flooded by the overflowing Bagmati River following 
heavy rains in Kathmandu, Nepal, yesterday.

Nepal shuts schools as death
toll from heavy rains hits 151
Reuters
Kathmandu 

Nepal has shut schools for three days after 
landslides and fl oods triggered by two 
days of heavy rain across the Himalayan 

nation killed 151 people, with 56 missing, offi  -
cials said yesterday.

The fl oods brought traffi  c and normal activity 
to a standstill in the Kathmandu valley, where 37 
deaths were recorded in a region home to 4mn 
people and the capital.

Authorities said students and their parents 
faced diffi  culties as university and school build-
ings damaged by the rains needed repair.

“We have urged the concerned authorities 
to close schools in the aff ected areas for three 
days,” Lakshmi Bhattarai, a spokesperson for the 

education ministry, said. Some parts of the cap-
ital reported rain of up to 322.2mm (12.7 inches), 
pushing the level of its main Bagmati river up 7ft 
past the danger mark, experts said.

But there were some signs of respite yesterday 
morning, with the rains easing in many places, 
said Govinda Jha, a weather forecaster in the 
capital.

“There may be some isolated showers, but 
heavy rains are unlikely,” he said.

Television images showed police rescuers in 
knee-high rubber boots using picks and shovels 
to clear away mud and retrieve 16 bodies of pas-
sengers from two buses swept away by a massive 
landslide at a site on the key route into Kath-
mandu.

Weather offi  cials in the capital blamed the 
rainstorms on a low-pressure system in the 
Bay of Bengal extending over parts of neigh-

bouring India close to Nepal. Haphazard de-
velopment amplifi es climate change risks in 
Nepal, say climate scientists at the Interna-
tional Centre for Integrated Mountain Devel-
opment (ICIMOD).

“I’ve never before seen fl ooding on this scale 
in Kathmandu,” said Arun Bhakta Shrestha, an 
environmental risk offi  cial at the centre.

In a statement, it urged the government and 
city planners to “urgently” step up investment 
in, and plans for, infrastructure, such as under-
ground stormwater and sewage systems, both of 
the “grey”, or engineered kind, and “green”, or 
nature-based type.

The impact of the rains was aggravated by 
poor drainage due to unplanned settlement and 
urbanisation eff orts, construction on fl ood-
plains, lack of areas for water retention, and en-
croachment on the Bagmati river, it added.

Shahrukh Khan
steals show at
Indian fi lm awards

Bollywood icon Shahrukh 
Khan declared “it’s good to be 
back” as he won best actor at 
the International Indian Film 
Academy Awards after a long 
absence from the limelight. The 
58-year-old stole the show as 
event co-host before walking 
off  with the coveted prize for his 
role in the action thriller Jawan, 
capping a five-hour show in Abu 
Dhabi. “I just want to tell you 
it’s good to be back,” he told a 
packed crowd in the capital of 
the United Arab Emirates, which 
has a large Indian population. “I 
love awards, I’m greedy about 
awards... I think I have a little 
happiness from the audience 
this year because I worked 
(again) after a long time,” he 
added. Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s 
Animal won best picture among 
six awards. Rani Mukerji was 
named best actress for the child-
custody drama Mrs Chatterjee vs 
Norway and Vidhu Vinod Chopra 
won best director for 12th Fail.

New Zealand yesterday reclaimed the world record for the largest mass haka after more than 6,000 
people performed the legendary Maori war dance, dethroning France. The record was broken in 
deafening fashion at Eden Park rugby stadium in Auckland, where thousands of men, women and 
children combined on the pitch to complete the traditional native challenge involving vigorous 
movements, stamping feet and rhythmic shouting. An adjudicator confirmed 6,531 participants had 
performed the ‘Ka Mate’ haka, a rendition made famous by the All Blacks rugby team, who perform it 
immediately before Test matches. The world record had been held by France since September 2014 
when 4,028 people slapped their thighs and bellowed the chant following a rugby match in France 
Brive-la-Gaillarde, southwestern France.

Record feat
US fi rm denies link to
Star Health data leak

Reuters
Bengaluru

US software fi rm Cloud-
fl are has denied any role 
in hosting two websites 

run by a hacker off ering for sale 
stolen personal data and medi-
cal records of customers of top 
Indian insurer Star Health.

The statement comes after 
the company was made party to 
an Indian lawsuit fi led by Star 
Health last week, in which the 
insurer alleged that Cloudfl are 
hosted the websites in question.

“Cloudfl are is not the host for 
the domains in question,” the 
fi rm said, adding that it works as 
a pass-through service situated 
between a website host and an 
end-user, which is why one may 
see a Cloudfl are IP address.

Star has also sued Telegram 
and the self-styled hacker xen-

Zen, after Reuters reported that 
sensitive personal data, from 
telephone numbers to copies of 
identity cards and blood reports 
of its customers, were publicly 
accessible via Telegram chatbots.

The websites and Telegram 
bots were inaccessible yester-
day.

Star did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment 
outside regular business hours 
in India.

Earlier, Star said initial as-
sessment showed “no wide-
spread compromise”, adding 
that sensitive customer data re-
mained secure.

The company has received 
a temporary injunction from a 
court in its southern home state 
of Tamil Nadu ordering Tel-
egram and the hacker to block 
any chatbots or websites in In-
dia that make the data available 
online.



QNA
Doha

Experts and officials have 
emphasised the role of 
translation in fostering 
cultural dialogue and 

strengthening global co-
operation, contributing to 
strengthening the bonds of 
friendship among the nations 
and peoples of the world.

In statements to the Qatar News 
Agency (QNA) on the occasion 
of the International Translation 
Day, which falls on Sept 30 every 
year, they noted that translation 
has played a pioneering role in 
opening up to other cultures, 
helping to break free from cultural 
isolation and one-dimensional 
perspectives. They praised the 
role of the Sheikh Hamad Award 
for Translation and International 
Understanding, launched by 
Qatar in 2015, in building bridges 
of communication between 
nations and peoples, rewarding 
excellence, encouraging 
creativity, and promoting noble 
values, diversity, and openness, 
while fostering a culture of 
knowledge and dialogue and 
spreading Arab and Islamic 
culture.

Media Adviser for Sheikh 
Hamad Award for Translation 
and International Understanding 
Dr Hanan al-Fayyad said that 
the award has contributed over 
a decade to promoting the idea 
of cultural openness among the 
peoples of the world, relying on 
translation as one of the most 
important tools for resisting 
the cultural isolation that some 
cultures suffer from.

She noted that during these 
10 years, there has been a 
significant interest from non-
Arab translators in translating 
important Arabic works, which 
reflects a clear awareness 
and interest in reading Arab 
thought. It is undeniable that 
translators play a crucial role in 
presenting this work to readers, 
who in turn seek to uncover 
the true face of Arab culture, 
she added. She pointed out 
that the award has played an 
important role in encouraging 
translation in the Arab world, 
with special attention to the 
value of translated works, which 
is evident in the quality of 
submissions for the award.

This type of cultural exchange 
between the Arab world and 
others helps shift the prevailing 
language of dialogue from 
one filled with distortion and 
stereotyping to a more humane 
language that fosters explicit 

calls for deeper understanding 
among peoples.

Dr Hanan explained that 
the award looks forward, as it 
enters a new decade, to continue 
bridging gaps between the 
world, aligning viewpoints, and 
promoting a culture of peace 
through well-thought-out plans 
to achieve these goals. This will 
be accompanied by establishing 
international partnerships 
with institutions specialized in 
culture and translation, or with 
active institutes in the field 
of translation and the Arabic 
language, she noted.

For his part, translator and 
academic Jamal Shaheed, 
a researcher at the French 
Institute of the Near-East 
(Ifpo), said that translation has 
historically played a pioneering 
role in opening up to other 
cultures to break free from 

cultural isolation and the one-
dimensional space.

He pointed out that Arabs had 
a foundational role during the 
early Abbasid era, as translation 
began at the House of Wisdom 
in Baghdad, especially during 
the era of Al-Ma’mun. However, 
it diminished after the Mongol 
invasion of Baghdad and the 
spread of the Dark Ages, and it 
then revived in the 19th century 
with figures like Rifa’a Al-
Tahtawi and Butrus Al-Bustani.

Shaheed, who won the Sheikh 
Hamad Award for Translation 
in 2017 in the category of 
translation from French to 
Arabic, added that the number 
of Arabic speakers currently 
exceeds half a billion. However, 
the volume of translated works 
in our region remains weak 
compared to other peoples 
of the world, with translated 
publications not exceeding 1,500 
books annually from the Atlantic 
to the Gulf, while the number 
reaches tens of thousands in 
major global languages, he 
noted.

He continued that the number 
of centres and publishing 
houses focusing on translation 
has increased in some Arab 
countries in recent years, 
which has encouraged and 
revitalised translation; this 
is a positive civilisational 

phenomenon. He praised the 
role of the Sheikh Hamad 
Award for Translation and 
International Understanding, 
launched by Qatar, which is 
a pioneer in this field, as it 
has encouraged translators to 
engage in scientific and accurate 
translation after the spread of 
commercial translations that 
have tarnished the reputation 
of translated Arab books, which 
continue to fill the shelves of 
libraries in all Arab cities.

Dr Kian Ahmed Hazem Yahya, 
an Iraqi translator and academic, 
said that translation is the 
communication of the meaning 
of a source-language text by 
means of an equivalent target-
language text.

Dr Yahya, winner of the 
Sheikh Hamad Award for 
Translation in 2018 in the 
English to Arabic translation 

category, added that the 
Award was created to promote 
cultural dialogue and mutual 
understanding among nations, 
recognising translation’s crucial 
role in advancing global peace 
and prosperity.

He said that this award is 
open to all languages globally, 
requiring that the target language 
engage constructively with Arabic 
through translation or adaptation, 
indicating that it promotes 
cultural exchange without 
discrimination, welcoming Asian 
and African languages alongside 
European ones.

Dr Nadia al-Ashiri, a 
researcher at the King Fahd 
School of Translation of 
Abdelmalek Essaadi University 
in Morocco, explained that 
translation plays a vital role 
in bridging gaps between 
peoples through their diverse 
languages and cultures, adding 
that transferring one culture 
to another encourages mutual 
understanding and dialogue, 
reducing fear from unfamiliarity.

The Moroccan researcher 
affirmed the success of the 
Sheikh Hamad Award for 
Translation and International 
Understanding in building 
bridges of understanding, 
dialogue, and coexistence 
between cultures, by adopting 
the best translators and critics 

specialised in several languages, 
with each session dedicated 
to a living language, without 
neglecting less commonly used 
languages, thus promoting 
linguistic justice. The large 
number of translators who are 
invited are celebrated in a way 
that encourages them to give 
more, she said, noting that the 
award granted by Qatar with this 
material and moral value places 
it at the forefront of countries 
that have given and continue to 
give translation and translators 
the status they deserve.

More than 7,000 languages 
are spoken, and few are written. 
This highlights the importance 
of translation contributing 
to the transfer of knowledge 
between many languages, as it 
constituted a basic value for the 
UN, which made Sept 30 the 
International Translation Day.

The International Federation 
of Translators announced that 
the theme of International 
Translation Day 2024 is 
“Translation, an art worth 
protecting” to be a space for 
exchanging ideas, perceptions, 
and aspirations about what is 
considered success or failure in 
a profession with no limits to 
testing and learning.

Events and conferences 
are organised globally on this 
occasion to highlight the role 
of translation in promoting 
international understanding, 
exchanging ideas between 
different cultures, and 
enhancing global co-operation.

This day is also an 
opportunity to recognise the 
efforts of translators and 
appreciate their valuable 
contributions to society, in 
addition to discussing the 
challenges they face in an era 
characterised by globalisation 
and accelerating technology.

Since 1991, the International 
Federation of Translators has 
begun to officially celebrate 
this occasion annually, while 
the UN General Assembly 
(UNGA) adopted a resolution 
to recognise and celebrate this 
international day in 2017, as 
11 countries signed its draft, 
including Qatar.

In 2015, Qatar established 
the Sheikh Hamad Award for 
Translation and International 
Understanding to honour 
translators and appreciate 
their role, both regionally and 
internationally, in building 
bridges of communication 
between nations and peoples. 
This year, it celebrates a decade 
of its role in promoting cultural 
dialogue between peoples.

Existence of an Earth-like planet around a dead sun off ers 
hope for our planet’s ultimate survival, according to a latest 
study by University of California – Berkeley. The discovery of 
an Earth-like planet 4,000 light years away in the Milky Way 
galaxy provides a preview of one possible fate for our planet 
billions of years in the future, when the sun has turned into 
a white dwarf, and a blasted and frozen Earth has migrated 
beyond the orbit of Mars. The distant planetary system, 
identifi ed by the university’s astronomers after observations 
with the Keck 10m telescope in Hawaii, looks very similar 
to expectations for the sun-Earth system: It consists of a 
white dwarf about half the mass of the sun and an Earth-size 
companion in an orbit twice as large as Earth’s today.

That is likely to be Earth’s fate. The sun will eventually infl ate 
like a balloon larger than Earth’s orbit today, engulfi ng Mercury 
and Venus in the process. As the star expands to become a red 
giant, its decreasing mass will force planets to migrate to more 
distant orbits, off ering Earth a slim opportunity to survive 
farther from the sun. Eventually, the outer layers of the red 
giant will be blown away to leave behind a dense white dwarf 
no larger than a planet, but with the mass of a star. If Earth has 
survived by then, it will probably end up in an orbit twice its 
current size.

The discovery, to be published in the journal Nature 
Astronomy, tells scientists about the evolution of main 
sequence stars, like the sun, through the red giant phase to 
a white dwarf, and how it aff ects the planets around them. 
Some studies suggest that for the sun, this process could 

begin in about 1bn years, 
eventually vaporising 
Earth’s oceans and 
doubling Earth’s orbital 
radius—if the expanding 
star doesn’t engulf our 
planet fi rst. Eventually, 
about 8bn years from now, 
the sun’s outer layers will 
have dispersed to leave 
behind a dense, glowing 
ball—a white dwarf—that 
is about half the mass of 
the sun, but smaller in size 
than Earth.

“We do not currently 
have a consensus on 
whether Earth could avoid 
being engulfed by the 

red giant sun in 6bn years,” said study leader Keming Zhang, 
a former doctoral student at the University of California, 
Berkeley, who is now an Eric and Wendy Schmidt AI in Science 
Postdoctoral fellow at UC San Diego. “In any case, planet 
Earth will only be habitable for around another billion years, at 
which point Earth’s oceans would be vaporised by the runaway 
greenhouse eff ect—long before the risk of getting swallowed by 
the red giant.”

The planetary system provides one example of a planet that 
did survive, though it is far outside the habitable zone of the 
dim white dwarf and unlikely to harbour life. It may have had 
habitable conditions at some point, when its host was still 
a sun-like star. “Whether life can survive on Earth through 
that (red giant) period is unknown. But certainly the most 
important thing is that Earth isn’t swallowed by the sun when 
it becomes a red giant,” said Jessica Lu, associate professor and 
chair of astronomy at UC Berkeley. “This system that Keming’s 
found is an example of a planet—probably an Earth-like planet 
originally on a similar orbit to Earth—that survived its host 
star’s red giant phase.”

Zhang noted that even if Earth gets engulfed during the sun’s 
red giant phase in a billion or so years, humanity may fi nd a 
refuge in the outer solar system. Several moons of Jupiter, such 
as Europa, Callisto and Ganymede, and Enceladus around 
Saturn, appear to have frozen water oceans that will likely thaw 
as the outer layers of the red giant expand.
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Translation plays 
key role in fostering 
cultural dialogue

Earth-like planet’s 
survival off ers 
clues for our future

Several moons 
of Jupiter and 
around Saturn 
appear to have 
frozen water 
oceans that will 
likely thaw as 
the outer layers 
of the red giant 
expand

Sheikh Hamad Award for Translation and International 
Understanding building bridges between nations and peoples

'There has been a signifi cant interest 
from non-Arab translators in 
translating important Arabic works, 
which refl ects a clear awareness and 
interest in reading Arab thought'
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Austria far-right secures historic victory
AFP
Vienna

Austria’s far-right topped 
yesterday’s national elec-
tions, marking a historic 

victory by beating the ruling con-
servatives in the Alpine EU nation.

While the Freedom Party 
(FPOe) has been in government 
several times, this is the fi rst time 
it has won a national vote.

But even with the victory, it is 
not certain it will be able to form 
a government.

In line with far-right parties 
elsewhere in Europe, the FPOe has 
seen its popularity surge, fed by 
voter anger over migration, infl a-
tion and Covid restrictions.

The FPOe stood at 29.1% of 
votes, against 26.3% for the con-
servative People’s Party (OeVP), 
according to projections based 
on more than 60% of the votes 
counted.

FPOe leader Herbert Kickl, who 
took over the scandal-tainted 
party in 2021 and led its recov-
ery, said he was ready to form the 
government with “each and every 
one” of the parties in parliament.

“It can’t be any more clear than 
today” that the country must “re-
connect with the population’s 
needs,” Kickl said on national tel-
evision after the results were an-
nounced.

“Our hand is outstretched in all 
directions,” he said.

At the FPOe headquarters, the 

atmosphere was festive, as sup-
porters wearing traditional Aus-
trian dresses celebrated.

“It’s a real success... It will be 
a very, very exciting time” with 
the FPOe trying to form the gov-
ernment, said Erik Berglund, 35, a 
waiter. He hailed sharp-tongued 
Kickl as the “most competent 
leader”.

Chancellor Karl Nehammer, 
who managed to close the gap to 
the FPOe in recent weeks in opin-
ion polls, said at his party head-
quarters that he could see the dis-
appointment of party members.

“It was a race to catch-up, and 
unfortunately we didn’t manage 
it,” Nehammer said, vowing to 

“continue to fi ght for the people’s 
interests”.

The OeVP’s support has 
plunged from more than 37% in 
the last national election in 2019. 
The Greens with whom they gov-
erned in an unprecedented coali-
tion were also punished, falling 
to 8.3 percent from almost 14% in 
2019.

More than 6.3mn of Austria’s 
9mn inhabitants were eligible to 
vote. Nehammer reiterated his re-
fusal to work with Kickl, who has 
called himself the future “Volk-
skanzler”, the people’s chancellor, 
as Adolf Hitler was termed in the 
1930s.

Kickl regularly attacks EU sanc-

tions against Russia and espouses 
the far-right concept of “remigra-
tion”: expelling people of non-
European ethnic backgrounds 
deemed to have failed to integrate.

The FPOe had been widely pre-
dicted to narrowly top the vote, 
but yesterday’s results for the par-
ty were even better than expected.

“This is certainly an earthquake 
and sends a shockwave through all 
the other parties,” political analyst 
Thomas Hofer told AFP.

Even though the FPOe has come 
fi rst however, analysts predict 
Nehammer is in a good position 
to remain chancellor if he forms 
a coalition with the Social Demo-
crats (SPOe) and another party, 
probably the liberal NEOs.

The SPOe reached 21% , ac-
cording to the projections, while 
the NEOS have 9% .

It would be the fi rst time a 
three-party coalition governs 
Austria, but analysts say such a 
coalition will have a hard time 
given the right-wing shift in the 
country.

A coalition between the far-
right and the conservatives still 
remains a possibility says ana-
lysts, given their common plat-
form against immigration and on 
other issues. Long a political force 
in Austria, the FPOe’s fi rst gov-
ernment with the conservatives in 
2000 set off  widespread protests 
and sanctions from Brussels.

“The FPOe mainly stirs up fears 
and never has anything construc-
tive to contribute,” researcher 

Theres Friesacher, 29, told AFP 
after voting in Vienna, citing cor-
ruption scandals that have fre-
quently engulfed the party.

Both past OeVP-FPOe govern-
ments were short-lived.

The last one, headed by char-
ismatic then-OeVP leader Sebas-
tian Kurz, collapsed over a spec-
tacular FPOe corruption scandal 
in 2019, after just a year and a half 
in power.

Chairman and top candidate of right-wing populist Freedom Party of 
Austria Herbert Kickl waves as he arrives to vote at a polling station in 
Purkersdorf yesterday during Austria’s general election. (AFP)

Parties unite against far-right leader
Leaders of Austrian political parties united to reject the idea of 
forming a coalition with the head of the far-right Freedom Party 
(FPO) Herbert Kickl after his FPO came first in a parliamentary 
election yesterday.
Projections showed the FPO winning for the first time, and with 
its highest ever vote share. The most closely watched projection, 
by pollster Foresight for national broadcaster ORF, put it on 
28.9% based on a count of 82.8% of ballots, with the conservative 
People’s Party (OVP) second on 26.3%.
The FPO would need to form a coalition with one or more parties 
to secure a parliamentary majority and build a stable government, 
but when party leaders held a discussion on ORF yesterday 
evening, no potential partners were forthcoming.
“I do not want you in government and I stand by that,” the leader 
of the fourth-placed, liberal Neos, Beate Meinl-Reisinger, said, 
addressing Kickl directly.
“I simply believe it would not be good for our country.”
Of the four parliamentary parties other than the FPO, three have 
long ruled out a coalition with it altogether. Only the ruling OVP 
has left the door open to one, though OVP leader Karl Nehammer 
has said his party will not join a government with Kickl in it, which 
he repeated after results came in.
The leader of the Social Democrats, Andreas Babler, also called for 
an alliance against the FPO.
Kickl said they should question their democratic credentials.
“I think there’s something you haven’t understood, and this goes 
for Karl Nehammer as well as you,” he responded to the Neos’ 
Meinl-Reisinger.
“You can continue your attacks in my direction but you’re 
forgetting something. I stand here only as an ambassador and as 
an advocate for many, many voters in this country.”

Claudia Sheinbaum, the former city 
mayor who will take off ice tomorrow 
as Mexico’s first woman president, is an 
environmental scientist and dedicated 
leftist known for keeping a cool head in 
times of crisis.
Sheinbaum, 62, is a close ally of outgoing 
President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, 
but considered more pragmatic and less 
populist.
“The driving force of both is the fight for 
a more just society, but with important 
nuances,” analyst and author Jorge 
Zepeda Patterson wrote in his latest book 
Presidenta.
While Lopez Obrador hails from 
rural southern Mexico, “Sheinbaum 
comes from an intellectual university 
environment, middle class, cosmopolitan, 
modern and essentially urban,” he added.
She has a “more modern left” agenda 
that includes the issues of feminism and 
the environment, according to Zepeda 
Patterson.
Sheinbaum was born to Bulgarian and 
Lithuanian Jewish migrants in Mexico 
City during the turmoil of the early 
1960s, when students and other activists 
were seeking to end the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party’s long grip on power.
“I am a daughter of 1968,” she often 
repeats in reference to the student 
movement.
Her mother, renowned biologist Annie 

Pardo, lost her job as a university 
professor for denouncing the massacre of 
students.
“At home, we talked about politics 
morning, noon and night,” Sheinbaum 
was quoted as saying in a biography.
Guillermo Robles, a former classmate at 
the prestigious National Autonomous 
University of Mexico, remembers 
Sheinbaum as a serious student.
“Neither she nor I were that into 

socializing with everyone,” he said.
Sheinbaum’s magnetism as a young 
woman lay in her left-wing political 
convictions, Robles said.
She spent several years as a researcher in 
California, where she honed her English 
language skills. In 2000, Lopez Obrador, 
then the newly elected mayor of the 
capital, appointed Sheinbaum as Mexico 
City’s environment secretary, with an 
agenda to reduce pollution.

She returned to academic life after Lopez 
Obrador’s defeat in the 2006 presidential 
election.
Sheinbaum was a contributing author of 
the United Nations’ Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change that won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2007.
In 2017, after she returned to politics, 
Sheinbaum faced criticism when a 
powerful earthquake caused a school to 
collapse in a southern Mexico City district 
where she was the local mayor, killing 26 
people, including 19 children.
Sheinbaum denied that irregularities 
in the construction were her off ice’s 
responsibility, and went on to be elected 
mayor of all of Mexico City the following 
year.
Her use of scientific methods and 
technological tools was seen in the 
Covid-19 pandemic response in the 
capital, though it did not prevent a high 
mortality rate.
“She has an impressive capacity for 
analysis, reading data and finding very 
practical solutions,” said Tatiana Clouthier, 
a former economy minister who was a 
spokesperson for her election campaign.
“Despite being a scientist, she is 
something of a social fighter, which 
makes a very good combination of heart 
and mind,” Clouthier added.
In 2021, while Sheinbaum was Mexico 
City mayor, disaster struck again when a 

section of elevated metro track collapsed, 
killing 26 people and injuring dozens.
Sheinbaum rejected accusations that 
budget cuts were to blame.
She negotiated with the construction 
company owned by business magnate 
Carlos Slim that built the line to obtain 
compensation for victims and avoid 
lawsuits.
“Governing is about making decisions. 
You have to make a decision and assume 
the pressures that can come from it,” 
Sheinbaum said.
During a series of heated debates before 
the June election, Sheinbaum’s main 
opponent Xochitl Galvez branded her 
“cold and heartless,” saying she lacked 
sympathy for child cancer patients and 
earthquake victims.
“I would call you the ice lady,” Galvez said.
Sheinbaum remained unflappable and 
also showed a warmer side at times 
during the campaign, kissing and hugging 
supporters, and revealing a nerdy sense 
of humour in TikTok videos.
She shared videos with the news of 
her marriage in November 2023 to her 
university sweetheart, Jesus Tarriba.
Robles, her former classmate, said 
success had never gone to her head.
“She does have love for Mexico. She’s not 
ambitious like many politicians. Claudia 
is not even remotely like traditional 
politicians,” he said.

Sheinbaum: cool-headed scientist who will lead Mexico

WOMAN OF THE MOMENT: Mexico’s President-elect Claudia Sheinbaum speaks 
after receiving the certificate of her victory in the presidential election at the 
Metropolitan Theater in Mexico City. (AFP)

Hurricane Helene kills at least 69
Damage estimated 
from $15bn to 
more than $100bn

Reuters
Flat Rock (North Carolina) 

States across the Southeast-
ern US started a massive 
cleanup and recovery ef-

fort yesterday after winds, rain 
and storm surges from Hurricane 
Helene snuff ed out power for mil-
lions, destroyed roads and bridges, 
and caused catastrophic fl ooding 
from Florida to Virginia.

The storm killed at least 69 
people, according to state and lo-
cal offi  cials in South Carolina, 
Florida, Georgia, North Carolina 
and Virginia. Offi  cials feared still 
more bodies would be discovered.

Damage estimates ranged from 
$15bn to more than $100bn, insur-
ers and forecasters said over the 
weekend. Property damage and 
lost economic output will become 
clearer as offi  cials assess the de-
struction.

In North Carolina, the death toll 
rose to 11 people, Governor Roy 
Cooper said yesterday. All roads in 
the western end of the state should 
be considered closed and will take 
months to repair, he said. Food and 
water is being airlifted to those ar-
eas.

“This is an unprecedented 
tragedy that requires an unprec-
edented response,” Cooper said at 
a press conference.

In Flat Rock, North Carolina, 
there were widespread blackouts, 
and people waited hours in line for 
gas.

“Grocery stores are closed, cell-
phone service is out,” Chip Frank, 

62, said as he entered his third 
hour waiting in line. “It all de-
pends on these gas stations. You’re 
not going to be able to go nowhere, 
and it’s just a scary feeling.”

The storm has damaged wa-
ter systems, communications 
and critical transportation routes 
across the region, according to the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. The Army Corps of Engi-
neers will start assessing damage 
to water systems yesterday to help 
them get back online, FEMA said.

Roughly 2.7mn customers re-
mained without power yesterday, 
a US Energy Department offi  cial 
said, down 40% from Friday after 
unprecedented storm surges, fe-
rocious winds and perilous condi-
tions extended hundreds of miles 
inland.

Days of driving rain followed af-
ter Helene slammed into Florida’s 
Gulf Coast on Thursday night, de-
stroying homes that had stood for 
decades.

A total of 11 people died in Flor-

ida, Governor Ron DeSantis said 
on Saturday in the Gulf Coast city 
of Perry, which saw 15-foot storm 
surges, larger than those seen in 
other hurricanes in recent years.

In Horseshoe Beach, on Flor-
ida’s Gulf Coast about 70 miles 
west of Gainesville, Charlene 
Huggins surveyed the debris of her 
blown-out house, pulling a jacket 
out of the rubble on Saturday.

“Five generations lived in this 
house, from my grandmother, my 
father, myself, my daughter, son 
and my granddaughter,” Huggins 
said, holding a chipped glass cake 
stand. “So there’s a lot of memo-
ries here. It just breaks your heart.”

Not far away, James Ellenburg 
stood on the property where his 
own family has lived for four gen-
erations. “I took my fi rst step right 
here in this yard.”

In coastal Steinhatchee, a storm 
surge - a wall of seawater pushed 
ashore by winds - of eight to 10 
feet moved mobile homes, the 
weather service said.

Workers clear Cane Creek road in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene 
yesterday in Fairview, North Carolina. (AFP)

Donald Trump has called 
Democrat Kamala Harris 
“mentally impaired” and said 
illegal immigrants are out to 
cut the throats of ordinary 
Americans in their own homes as 
he doubled down on the racially 
charged rhetoric fuelling his 
unprecedented bid to regain the 
US presidency.
Trump was seeking to strike 
back at Harris after she visited 
the US-Mexico border on Friday 
and vowed to do more to control 
asylum claims and undocumented 
migrant crossings.
The issue is one of the Democratic 
vice president’s weakest in polling, 
as she runs neck-and-neck against 
Trump in the November 5 election.
Trump dismissed Harris’s speech 
at the border, swearing and telling 
supporters in the small town of 
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, that 
President Joe Biden and Harris are 
responsible for an “invasion” of 
violent criminals.
Anti-immigrant sentiment has 
been at the core of Trump’s 
appeal in economically 
depressed, majority-white parts 
of the country ever since his 

Trump launches 
into ‘dark 
speech’ on illegal 
immigration

Former US president and Republican presidential candidate Donald 
Trump delivers remarks at the Prairie du Chien Area Arts Center in 
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. (AFP)

2016 presidential victory, but 
the rhetoric is turning ever more 
extreme as election day nears.
The 78-year-old businessman 
— the first major presidential 
candidate in US history to be a 
convicted felon and subject of 
multiple ongoing court cases — 
said former California prosecutor 
Harris, 59, is “dumb.”
“Joe Biden became mentally 
impaired. Kamala was born that 
way. She was born that way. 
And if you think about it, only a 
mentally disabled person could 
have allowed this to happen to 
our country,” he said.
Harris, meanwhile, spent 
Saturday at a fundraiser in San 
Francisco, California, where she 

said Trump was using “the same 
tired playbook we’ve heard for 
years.”
“This election is about two very 
diff erent visions for our nation 
and we see that contrast on the 
campaign trail,” she said.
Trump spoke in Wisconsin 
while flanked on stage by large 
mugshots of migrants accused of 
crimes, painting a hellish picture 
of an America under violent 
assault — despite a plunge this 
year in illegal border crossings 
and what the FBI says is a 
steep decline in crime overall, 
particularly murder.
“They will walk into your kitchen, 
they’ll cut your throat,” Trump 
said of illegal immigrants.

Seven labourers were shot dead in southwestern 
Pakistan, police said yesterday, in a region where 
ethnic violence is being waged by militants.
The labourers who had migrated to Balochistan 
province from Punjab province for work were 
attacked at their home in a Panjgur district during 
the night.
“Seven labourers were killed and one injured,” said 
Moazzam Jah Ansari, the head of Balochistan police 

based in the provincial capital Quetta.
Balochistan is Pakistan’s poorest province, despite 
an abundance of untapped natural resources, 
where separatist groups have waged attacks on 
security forces as well Pakistanis from neighbouring 
provinces.
Punjabis are the largest of the six main ethnic 
groups in Pakistan and are perceived to dominate 
business, government and the ranks of the military.

Gunmen kill 7 labourers in southwestern Pakistan
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