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5 killed in attack on
Turkish defence firm

Five people were killed and 22
others wounded in an attack on
a top Turkish defence firm near
Ankara that the government said
was “very likely” carried out by
Kurdish militants. Shortly after
3.30pm, a huge explosion rocked
the headquarters of state-run
Turkish Aerospace Industries
(TAI) some 40km north of Ankara.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
called it a “heinous” attack.

# 11, Street 852, Zone 74, Al Khor, Qatar.

atar will host the WSJ

Tech Live conference an-

nually for five years, be-
ginnMPin 2025.

Director of the Government
Communications Office (GCO)
Sheikh Jassim bin Mansour bin
Jabor al-Thani, appearing with
Almar Latour, publisher of The
Wall Street Journal and CEO of
Dow Jones, jointly announced
that Qatar will host WSJ Tech
Live annually for five years, be-
ginning in 2025, a statement by
the Government Communica-
tions Office said.

This marks the first time WSJ’s
most exclusive tech event will be
held in the Middle East. The invi-
tation-only conference will bring
together an audience of over 200
C-suite executives, investors, in-

o

Sheikh Jassim bin Mansour bin Jabor al-Thani and Almar Latour jointly

announced the agreement.

novative startups and influential
venture capitalists from across
the world.

Speaking at the WSJ Tech
Live in California, Sheikh Jassim
bin Mansour bin Jabor al-Thani
praised Qatar’s selection to host
the event. He emphasised that

the conference aligns with Qatar’s
vision to become a global hub for
advanced technology and innova-
tion, as outlined in the Third Na-
tional Development Strategy and
Qatar National Vision 2030.
“Hosting the WSJ Tech Live
marks another significant step in

Advertise with us
Call: 44411300

the growth of Qatar’s technol-
ogy ecosystem,” said Sheikh Jas-
sim. “When the world’s top tech
leaders gather in Qatar, it will
create an unparalleled opportu-
nity to benefit from their diverse
expertise, insights and global
networks. This will inspire local
talent, attract international in-
vestment, and create avenues for
strategic global partnerships that
propel our development journey
forward?”

“Dow Jones and The Wall Street
Journal deliver reliable journal-
ism, data, and analytics to busi-
ness professionals worldwide,
and to do so we must reflect the
entire global business commu-
nity,” said Latour.

“With the Mena region’s
growth and increased role in tech
especially at the intersection of
AT and the energy sector, we are
delighted to be partnering with
Qatar” ToPage 4

Israeli strikes kill 42 as tanks tighten siege of N Gaza

Reuters
Cairo

Israeli strikes across Gaza killed 42 people
yesterday as Israeli forces intensified a siege

of northern parts of the Palestinian enclave,
surrounding hospitals and refugee shelters, and
ordering residents to head south, medics and
residents said.

The Gaza health ministry and the World Health
Organisation said they would be unable to

H
\\%

start a polio vaccination campaign in northern
Gaza as planned because of the intense
bombardments, mass displacements and lack
of access.

The health ministry said at least 650 people had
been killed since the new offensive began.

Of at least 42 people reported killed by Israeli
military strikes across the enclave yesterday, 37
deaths were in northern Gaza.

The United Nations Palestinian refugee agency
UNRWA said one of its staff members was
killed when an UNRWA vehicle was hit in Deir
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Al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip. Medics

said the man’s brother was also killed. The
municipality of Gaza City said two city workers
were killed and three others wounded in a
strike there.

Hospitals in the north have either stopped
providing medical services or are hardly
operating because of the offensive. Hospitals
where medics have refused Israeli evacuation
orders say they are running out of blood for
transfusions, as well as coffins and shrouds for
the dead.

Faisal Abdulhameed al-Mudahka,
Editor-in-Chief of Gulf Times

Progress and
peace through
partnerships

In the span of about a week, His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad al-Thani embarked on
a diplomatic mission to Brussels
and paid state visits to Italy and
Germany. These visits underscored
Qatar’s pivotal role on the
international stage as a mediator
and contributor to regional stability
and security, besides widening the
scope of bilateral relations with
three key European countries.
The tour also reflected the nation’s
commitment to fostering multi-
lateral dialogue and addressing
urgent global challenges,
particularly the ongoing war in
Gaza and Lebanon. These visits
have re-emphasised Qatar’s ability
to build bridges between nations
and regions — offering a model
of diplomacy that prioritises
partnership, dialogue, and
collective action. To Page 9
falmudahka@gulf-times.com
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The View Hospital Welcomes
Dr Fatih Mehmet Gul as New CEO

Doha, Qatar—Apex Health, a Subsidiary of Estithmar Holding proudly
announces the appointment of Dr. Fatih Mehmet Gul as Chief Executive
Officer of The View Hospital. With over two decades of experience in
healthcare leadership and management, Dr. Gul has a proven track record
of driving innovation and excellence at some of the region's most
prominent hospitals.

Recognized by Forbes as one of the “Top 50 Healthcare Leaders,” Dr. Gul
is renowned for his commitment to integrating cutting-edge healthcare
technologies, improving clinical outcomes, and advancing operational
efficiency. His appointment signals a new era of patient-centered care
and operational innovation at The View Hospital, as it continues to solidify
its position as a leader in healthcare excellence.

Dr. Gul is strategically planning to enhance patient care services,
implement the latest medical technologies, and foster collaborations with
Cedars-Sinai. His commitment to delivering world-class healthcare aligns
perfectly with The View Hospital's mission of providing comprehensive,

cutting-edge services to patients.

‘ ‘ I am deeply honored to join The View Hospital, a respected

institution known for its commitment to clinical excellence and
patient care. I look forward to working with the talented team to
create innovative healthcare solutions that will benefit our patients
and the broader community. , ,

said Dr. Fatih Mehmet Gul, CEO of The View Hospital.

Joseph Hazel, CEO of Apex Health, the parent company of

The View Hospital, also expressed his excitement about Dr. Gul's
appointment:

"We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Gul as the new CEO of The View Hospital.
His visionary leadership and extensive experience in innovative
healthcare management will be instrumental as we continue to support
the growth of the healthcare sector in Qatar and the wider region. At Apex
Health, we are committed to advancing the region's healthcare system,

and Dr. Gul's leadership will be a key factor in achieving this vision ."

About The View Hospital

The View Hospital, which is affiliated with Cedars-Sinai, is a leading
healthcare institution known for providing high-quality medical services
and cutting-edge treatments. As part of Apex Health, the hospital is
committed to delivering world-class patient care and continuously

improving healthcare standards.

About Apex Health
Apex Health( formerly Elegancia Healthcare), a subsidiary of Estithmar

Holding, is dedicated to elevating the healthcare landscape across Qatar
and the Middle East. Through strategic partnerships and a commitment to

innovation, Apex Health aims to enhance healthcare services

8000777
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Stay away from protected, prohibited places: Mol

,I‘he Ministry of Interior (MoI) has urged
the public to stay away from prohibited
areas citing any violation would draw
legal action. “Article 117 of Law No 11 of 2004
considers any person who resides in or at-
tends any of the places where residence or at-
tendance is prohibited by the competent au-
thorities as a violator,” Moi said in an X post.
“Your commitment to avoid approaching
gas and oil stations and pipelines reflects
your awareness, and maintain safety and se-

curity measures,” the post said. “Preserving
the instruction boards in vital and impor-
tant areas (gas and oil stations, pipelines)
shows your awareness and commitment to
laws. The instruction boards are placed to
protect these areas and avoid approaching
them for your safety and the safety of the
vital facilities,” it added.

The ministry noted that Article 237 of
Law No 11 of 2004 stipulates that the action
of purposely destroying, ravaging or dam-

aging machines, pipes or equipment related
to the facilities of water, electricity, gas, oil,
telegraph, telephone, wireless, radio or tel-
evision or any other public facilities leads to
the disablement or destruction of the facil-
ity shall be punished with imprisonment for
aterm not exceeding ten years.

The post further urged the public to avoid
camping near vital areas referring to gas
and oil stations and pipelines. Mol noted
that such camping violates safety rules and
exposes violators to legal accountability.
“Approaching, stopping or camping near
stations less than 750m away and from the
pipelines less than S00m away is prohibited
in order to maintain the safety of the vital

Camping
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QatarE

LNG
QatarEnergy LNG
Tender Invitation
TENDER TENDER | TENDER | TENDER | TENDER
No. ISSUE | FEE | BOND | CLOSING
NUMBER/DESCRIPTION | peoio | ar) | (QAR) | DATE
LTCIC/HRS/6850/24
4 | HOTEL AcCOMMODATION | 212024 | o | 111112024
SERVICES ON CALL-OFF | 03/11/2024
BASIS

Scope of Work:
The COMPANY would like to establish an AGREEMENT for providing Hotel Accommodation

Services on call off basis with Hotels & Resorts in and around Doha. This will be used by
COMPANY for accommodating their Staff & Guests mainly during transit times from the time
of their arrival from their home country and deputation to work locations.

Bid Validity: Bid should be valid for 180 calendar days from the Tender Closing Date.

Place for Tender Collection and Bid Submission:

ITT document for this tender will be available in QatarEnergy LNG website under Suppliers tab
>Current Open Tenders. The bids shall be submitted through the QatarEnergy LNG online
platform (SMART by GEP).

Note: Effective from 1st July 2023, bids received from Local Companies (established under
the Laws of State of Qatar with local Commercial Registration) who are not in possession of
an ICV score in the ICV portal by Bid Closing Date (or commercial bid submission date if
separately mentioned/notified) will not be accepted. Local Company that has been established
for less than 2 years and insurance companies are exempted from this requirement. For further
details please visit ICV Digital Portal:- https://icv.qa/en-US/

facilities,” the posts added.

Qatar to host WSJ
TechLivefor5yrs

From Page 1

Currently in its 11th year, WSJ
Tech Live convenes the biggest
newsmakers in technology across
entertainment, music, robotics
and AI, science and more. This
year’s marquee event in Laguna
Beach is the company’s most
successful Tech Live since its in-
ception, with record-breaking
sponsorship revenue. The event
showcased groundbreaking in-
sights on a wide range of topics
including the global impact of
generative AI, the future of brain-
computer interfaces, the outlook
for startup investments, and fos-
tering the next generation of tech-
nology talent.

WS]J Tech Live joins a series of
global events hosted in Qatar, in-
cluding the FIFA World Cup, Web
Summit Qatar, Formula 1 Qatar
Grand Prix, and Doha Forum. This
strategic roster of events reflects
Qatar’s ambitious national agenda
to cultivate a knowledge-based
economy, reinforcing its status as
the region’s leading destination for
technological discourse and inno-
vation.

Sheikh Jassim added: “By foster-
ing an ecosystem where innovation
flourishes and enabling our bright -
est minds to collaborate with the
industry’s best, we’re propelling
our digital economy forward and
positioning Qatar as a key player in
shaping the future of global tech-
nology.”

QatarEnergy

The General, Limited Tenders Committees and Supply Chain Department announces the following Tenders:

Important Notice:
Suppliers and Contractors who are already registered with QatarEnergy via Mushtaryat Portal can "Buy Tender
Online and download Tender Document" from QatarEnergy website (Mushtaryat Portal).

Effective from 1st July 2023, bids submitted by a Local company (companies incorporated in Qatar) acting as
Tenderer in accordance with this Invitation to Tender, will not be accepted by QatarEnergy without any further
notification, if such companies are not in possession of an ICV score in the ICV portal (https://icv.qa/en-US) by the
specified Original Tender Closing Date or Original due date for submission of COMMERCIAL Package in case of
two stage Tendering as per ITT. However, any Local company that has been established within last two (2) years
is exempt from this mandatory ICV certification requirement.

SI. |Tender Tender Sale Period Tender Tender Bond |Bond |Tender Fee |Fee
No [Number Start Date | End Date |Closing Date Curr. Curr.
1 GT24111100 | 17.10.2024 | 27.10.2024 | 17.11.2024 1500,000.00( QAR | N/A

Title of Tender: EPIC FOR DUKHAN CRASH BARRIER UPGRADE

Mid-Tender Meeting Location : To be advised if required

Mid-Tender Meeting Date & Time :  To be advised if required

2 | GT24110800 | 24.10.2024 | 30.10.2024 [ 08.12.2024 | 7000,000.00] QAR | 500.00] QAR

Title of Tender: TURNAROUND MAINTENANCE SERVICES FOR NGL 1, 3 & 4 PLANTS IN

MESAIEED OPERATIONS
To be advised if required

Mid-Tender Meeting Location :

Mid-Tender Meeting Date & Time :  To be advised if required

*Tender documents can be purchased and downloaded from QatarEnergy Website-> Supply Management ->
Tenders page during the Tender Sale Period mentioned above against each Tender. Request for issuance of Tender
after the specified Tender Sale Period will not be entertained.

* Always refer to QatarEnergy Website (www.qatarenergy.qa) -> Supply Management -> Tenders page for up to date
information on QatarEnergy Tenders. Subscribe to Tender Alert to receive notification in your email on new Tenders

* Changes to Tender Sale Period and Bid Closing Date will be updated in QatarEnergy website/Mushtaryat Portal only.

* Brief Scopes of Work for the above tenders are posted on the QatarEnergy website/Mushtaryat Portal.

* Suppliers and Contractors who are in possession of a valid SAP ID issued by QatarEnergy are instructed to maintain
their Company Registration and Communication details upto date and valid via QatarEnergy Mushtaryat Portal on
urgent basis.

* No queries will be entertained, or bids received, from entities who have not purchased tender documents in
compliance with the above provisions.

* QatarEnergy invites all prospective Suppliers and Contractors interested to participate in QatarEnergy Tenders to
register online and obtain a QatarEnergy SAP Vendor Code, a mandatory requirement for the issue of Tender
Documents by QatarEnergy.

* Prospective Qatar based Suppliers and Contractors interested to participate in future QatarEnergy Tenders shall
obtain an ICV score. Relevant information pertaining to ICV, ICV Scorecard, ICV Certification, and ICV Guidelines are
available on the ICV Digital Portal - https://icv.qa/en-US
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Qatar condemns attack on aerospace facility in Ankara

Qatar condemned in the strongest terms the terrorist attack against the Turkish Aerospace Industries Company
(TUSAS) in the capital Ankara, resulting in deaths and injuries. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs reiterated
yesterday in a statement Qatar’s firm position that rejects violence and terrorism regardless of the motives

and reasons, affirming its full solidarity and support for Turkiye and its full support for all measures it takes to
maintain security and stability. The statement conveyed Qatar’s condolences to the families of the victims and
the government and people of Turkiye, wishing the injured a speedy recovery. (QNA)

CRA workshop reviews aspects
of ICT competition framework

he Communications Regu-

I latory Authority (CRA)

hosted a workshop, engag-

ing key Information and Com-

munication Technology (ICT)

stakeholders as part of its ongoing

review and update of Qatar’s ICT
competition framework.

This effort is part of CRA’s stra-
tegic initiative to align its regu-
latory policies and regulations
with the latest developments in
the sector, while supporting the
broader goals of Qatar’s Digital
Agenda 2030.

The workshop brought together
representatives from various key
market players in the sector and
government entities, to gather
insights and foster collaboration.
During the workshop, attendees
were briefed on CRA’s approach
to the framework review. Addi-
tionally, the workshop provided
an overview of key global ICT and
digital trends, examining their
regulatory implications and rel-

evance to Qatar’s economy and
ICT sector.

During the event, CRA gave
an overview of two key projects
related to the framework review
and their expected impact on the
market. The first project focuses
on revising the ex-ante Market
Definition and Dominance Desig-
nation (MDDD) methodology and
conducting a new market review
cycle, aimed at assessing market
dominance in a forward-looking
manner — a condition where a
company holds significant market
power that can influence compe-
tition and market dynamics.

The second project centres on
updating the ex-post Competi-
tion Policy, which reviews and
regulates market behaviours as
they occur, ensuring fair com-
petition practices are upheld.
Attendees were provided with
details about expected timelines,
planned tasks, and objectives for
both projects.

Participants discussed the need
to update the competition frame-
work to ensure it remains adap-
tive to market changes, encour-
ages innovation, and strengthens
competitiveness.

This engagement and stake-
holder inputs are seen instru-
mental for CRA in building a
comprehensive view and a deeper
understanding of the local market
competition landscape, as well as
identifying emerging trends that
will shape the sector’s future.

CRA’s workshop is part of
the extensive collaborative ap-
proach aiming to leverage the
insights of industry stakehold-
ers to shape regulations and
policies for a more competitive
and innovative ICT sector in the
State of Qatar.

This will support the broader
goals of sustainable growth and
digital transformation in line
with Qatar National Vision 2030.
(QNA)

Dallah Holding MediaLeads
the Phygital Movement as
Official WPC Member in Qatar

Cabinet welcomes
outcome of Amir’s
visits to Italy

and Germany

E the Prime Minister and
HMinister of Foreign Affairs

Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Tha-
ni chaired the Cabinet’s regular
meeting at the Amiri Diwan yes-
terday.

After the meeting, HE the Minis-
ter of Justice and Minister of State
for Cabinet Affairs Ibrahim bin Ali
al-Mohannadi stated the following:
At the outset of the meeting, the
Cabinet applauded the outcome
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani’s state
visit to Italy from Oct 20-22, which
was followed by the official visit to
Germany on Tuesday.

The Cabinet emphasised that
the Amir’s fruitful discussions
with leaders of the two friendly
countries, and the memorandums
of understanding and co-opera-
tion that were exchanged during
the visits, embodied the strong and
solid established relations between
Qatar and both Italy and Ger-
many, and the joint keenness on
expanding and strengthening the
bilateral ties and developing the
strategic partnerships and mutual
investments across various fields,
in a way that serves the interests of
peoples of the three countries, and
contributes to achieving security,
peace and stability in the region
and the world.

The Cabinet praised the Amir’s
speech at the first GCC-EU Sum-
mit, held in Brussels on Oct 16.
The Cabinet noted that the joint
statement of the summit reflected
the visions included in the Amir’s
speech on the necessity and im-

portance of enhancing co-opera-
tion, dialogue and co-ordination
between the GCC and the EU, in
light of the security, political and
economic dangers and challenges
facing the world; and the positions
emphasised by His Highness to-
wards regional and international
issues, especially the destructive
war that Israel has been waging
on the Palestinian territories and
Lebanon.

The Cabinet then approved a
draft decision restructuring the
Climate Change and Clean Devel-
opment Committee. It replaces
Cabinet Decision No 15 of 2011 es-
tablishing the Climate Change and
Clean Development Committee
and defining its terms of reference.
It aims to prepare a national plan
on climate change that keeps pace
with Qatar’s efforts to adapt to cli-
mate change and reduce its effects.

The Cabinet also approved a
draft decision of the Minister of
Commerce and Industry setting
the framework of working hours
in similar commercial, industrial
and public establishments. The
draft decision was prepared in im-
plementation of the provisions of
Law No 5 of 2015 regarding similar
commercial, industrial and public
establishments and street vendors.
It aims to enhance control and su-
pervision over all types establish-
ments, determine and organise
working hours to ensure the avail -
ability of services and products
at specific and known times, or-
ganise markets and prevent unfair
competition between all types of
establishments, protect workers

Burundi president receives
credentials of Qatar envoy

Burundi President Evariste Ndayishimiye received

in Bujumbura the credentials of Fahad Rashid
al-Muraikhi as Qatar’s ambassador extraordinary
and plenipotentiary (non-resident) to Burundi. The
ambassador conveyed the greetings of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani to the
president, and His Highness’s wishes of good health

ES

rights and prevent them from be-
ing exposed to unfair or stressful
working conditions, improve work
efficiency and increase productiv-
ity, thus contributing to support-
ing the national economy.

The Cabinet approved a draft
decision of the Minister of Mu-
nicipality regarding the terms and
conditions regulating the estab-
lishment of tourism activities in
registered farms, with the aim of
raising awareness of the impor-
tance of agricultural activity and
creating opportunities to increase
farmers income.

The Cabinet decided to endorse
the necessary measures to ratify
the protocol amending the agree-
ment between the governments of
Qatar and Norway on the avoid-
ance of double taxation and the
prevention of fiscal evasion with
respect to taxes on income, with
the protocol, signed in Oslo on
29/6/20009.

The Cabinet also decided to ap-
prove a draft air services agree-
ment between the governments
of Qatar and Libya, and a draft
memorandum of understanding
for co-operation and joint news
exchange between Qatar News
Agency (QNA) and the Agency for
Public Information (API) of the
Government of Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines.

The Cabinet reviewed the an-
nual work report of the National
Traffic Safety Committee for 2023,
and the annual report of the Com-
munications Regulatory Authority
for 2023, and took the appropriate
decision thereon. (QNA)

and happiness for Ndayishimiye, and further progress
and prosperity for the people and government of
Burundi. For his part, the Burundi president entrusted
the ambassador with his greetings to the Amir, wishing
His Highness good health and happiness, and Qatar
continued development and progress. (QNA)

= THE FUTURE

The journey begins with football as the first stage of phygital sports in Qatar.

generation is embracing a blend of physical

and digital experiences known as ‘phygital’
sports. As a proud Official Member of the World Phygital
Community (WPC), Dallah Holding Media (DHM) is
taking the lead in bringing phygital sports to Qatar.
Through organising events and recruiting local talent,
DHM is laying the foundation for Qatar’s bright future in
this innovative sports movement.

‘The Games of the Future, an innovative global
tournament, blends traditional sports with digital
gaming to create dynamic, hybrid competitions.
The first edition featured a total prize pool of US$ 10
million and included 21 disciplines combining physical
activity, modern technology and digital environments.
With participation from 260 international teams
and over 2000 athletes, the tournament quickly
gained recognition as a premier event in the emerging
world of phygital sports. Its youth-oriented approach
provides a unique platform that resonates with the
next generation of athletes and spectators. Through
its involvement with the WPC, DHM positions Qatar as
a country ready to explore the potential of becoming a
key player in this exciting, new sports domain.

“Aswearesuper excited about the phygitalmovement,
we aim to ignite passion among the young generation
in Qatar,” said Wassim Aldayah, CEO of Dallah Holding
Media. “We are committed to fostering a vibrant sports
culture that bridges traditional and digital experiences.
This is just the beginning of a journey that could see
Qatar rise as a leader in phygital sports.”

Paving the Way for the Next Generation

Qatar has established itself as a major player on the
global sports stage, hosting world-class events like the

The world of sports is evolving, and a new

FIFA World Cup and the annual Qatar Open. Now, with
the rise of phygital sports, there is a fresh opportunity
to engage a new generation by blending physical
athleticism with digital innovation. While Qatar is not
yet a bidding host country for the Games of the Future,
DHM s initiatives aim to spark local interest and public
support.

The journey begins with football as the first discipline
in Qatar’s phygital sports landscape. The Regional
Tournament is scheduled for 20 to 23 November 2024,
followed by the National Tournament, tentatively
scheduled for 29 January to 1 February 2025. In
these tournaments, top local teams will compete
in an exciting single-elimination format, laying the
foundation for Qatar’s participation in the Games of the
Future 2025 event in Dubai.

About Dallah Holding Media

For over 40 years, Dallah Holding Media has shaped
Qatar's media and events landscape. From award-
winning campaigns to community-driven initiatives,
DHM has consistently demonstrated its commitment
to excellence and innovation. By leading the charge
in promoting phygital sports, DHM aims to inspire
the youth of Qatar and establish a foundation for the
country’s future in this emerging global sport.

Contact Information

For inquiries about the Regional and National Team
Tournament or to learn more about phygital sports,
contact DHM at phygital@dallahholdingmedia.

Interested teams can join the phygital competition by
contacting us, and we will provide enrolment details
through a form available online. Starting 23 October
2024, teams can access the form on our microsite:

www.dallahholding.media/phygital.

Follow us
onsocial
networks
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Can International Group Launches
Ready-to-Eat Indian Dishes in Qatar

A

“Thuraya

Ga LAl Glelle
Foscedl Inclusirees

1 Thurayya Food Factory, a subsidiary
Aof Can International Group based in the
Shamal Industrial Area, has launched

an exciting range of ready-to-eat Indian curries

in Qatar under the renowned Indian Coffee
House brand.

The new range includes popular vegetarian
and non-vegetarian dishes such as Sambar,
Butter Chicken, Dal Makhani, Chicken Curry,
and Rajma Masala. In addition to these, the
company has introduced around 50 frozen
and chilled food products, including Parotta,
Samosa, Paniyaram, Neer Dosa, Spring Roll,
Momos, and Idiyappam.

These ready-to-eat products provide customers
with the convenience of enjoying authentic Indian
cuisine, whether at home or at work, even amidst
busy schedules. The frozen dishes can be quickly
heated by immersing them in hot water or using
a microwave. Oering the same taste and quality
as homemade food, these products are also more
economical than preparing them at home.

Manufactured without the use of preservatives
and with the latest technology at the Shamal-
based facility, these dishes maintain the rich
taste and quality of traditional Indian cuisine. Al
Thurayya Food Factory is proud to be the rst to
introduce ready-to-eat curries in Qatar as part of
the ‘Made in Qatar’ initiative.

The new range is now available at all major
supermarkets and hypermarkets in Qatar,
including Lulu, Al Rawabi, Carrefour, Safari,
Family, and Mega Mart.

Apart from the ready-to-eat range, the

company has also introduced ready-to-cook
batters for items such as Dosa and Idly, under
the Indian Coee House brand.

Can International Group’s food and beverage
division includes Hot Bake Catering, which has
been serving Qatar for over 15 years, as well
as Indian Coee House Restaurants in Qatar
and Dubai, and the recently launched Caravan
Seafood Restaurant.

Looking beyond Qatar, the company is also
preparing to export its products to the UK
and Europe. To further increase production
capacity, another manufacturing unit, Ottees
Food Park, is currently under construction in
Kuttiady, Kozhikode district in India.

The launch of Al Thurayya Food Factory’s
ready-to-eat products was announced at a
press conference attended by key members of
the management team, including Managing
Director Ismail OT., General Manager Ashraf
Bombay, Strategic Ocer Alka Meera Sunny,
Executive Chef Darwin, and Operations
Manager Mohammed O.T.
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Alfardan Jewellery

24th - 29th Oct 2024
At Al Hazm Mall , Doha Qatar

Visit us at booth S3

Primus Jewellery selects various
shapes of fancy diamonds arranged
beautifully on 18k gold settting.

In this collection we want to create
something unique but still

can wear daily.
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Devji Aurum unveils first shop in

""r:l —

From left: Alfardan Jewellery president Ali Alfardan, Alfardan Group

chairman Hussain Ibrahim Alfardan, and Mahesh Deviji, managing o

director of Devji Aurum, during the grand opening of the brand’s first

boutique in Qatar. PICTURE: Thajudheen

Devji Aurum, a distinguished name in the world
of fine jewellery, has announced the opening
of its first boutique in Doha, Qatar. This marks
a significant milestone in the brand’s journey,
which began over 70 years ago in Bahrain and
later expanded in the Middle East, establishing
Devji Aurum as a brand known for its exotic
luxury and timeless heritage.

In Qatar, this momentous achievement is

the result of a close partnership with the
prestigious Alfardan Group, a collaboration
that began its course many years ago. The
shared values and vision of both the Alfardan
and Devji Aurum groups have culminated in
the opening of Devji Aurum’s first shop-in-
shop boutique, located on Level 1 of Doha
Festival City’s Alfardan Jewellery Boutique.
This presence in Doha signifies the deep
appreciation the brand has garnered from the
local market, transforming that admiration into
a permanent residence in the heart of the city.
The new boutique offers a captivating display
of Devji Aurum’s iconic collections. Among
these is the Bridal Collection, featuring an
array of timeless pieces that embody the
beauty of love. This collection also boasts a
selection of twin and engagement rings, each
one a masterpiece, perfect for celebrating life’s
most cherished moments.

The boutique also houses the signature Ruhi
Collection, a symbol of artistic elegance.

From the revered Ruhi Gold to the vibrant
Ruhi Pearls and the intricate Ruhi Iconic

line, each creation resonates with a global
audience. The grand opening also celebrates
the much-anticipated launch of the Ruhi
Amber Collection, a homage to history and a
celebration of the Amber gems.

In addition to these, the boutique will offer
the Fashion Collection, which showcases

a fusion of versatility and modern luxury.
From everyday elegance to bold statement
pieces, collections like the Oubharia and
Fashion Iconic are emblematic of Deviji
Aurum’s creativity. For Qatar, the boutique will
introduce new lines, including the exclusive
release of Duvara Collection, inspired by
architectural heritage and featuring exclusive

Qatar affirms

QNA
New York

atar stressed the importance of

adhering to all the agreements

and treaties related to the disar-
ma of nuclear weapons and weap-
ons of mass destruction, expressing its
hope that all countries around the globe
join these agreements, to contribute to
achieving international peace and secu-
rity and preserving future generations
and ecosystems from the danger of pro-
liferation of these weapons.

This came in a statement delivered by
Second Secretary of Qatar’s Permanent
Mission to the UN, Sheikh Abdulrahman
bin Abdulaziz al-Thani, before the First
Committee of the 79th session of the UN
General Assembly (UNGA), on the item
‘Weapons of Mass Destruction, in New
York.

Sheikh Abdulrahman said that Qatar

Alfardan Jewellery B

outique

]

The Alfardan and Devji families forged a longstanding partnership in the

1960s. PICTURE: Thajudheen

The boutique also houses the signature Ruhi
Collection, a symbol of artistic elegance.

Deviji Aurum’s first shop-in-shop boutique
is located on Level 1 of Doha Festival City’s
Alfardan Boutique.

gemstones, paying tribute to Qatari elegance
with pieces available only in Doha.

Speaking about this important milestone,
Mahesh Deviji, managing director of Deviji

e——

The Bridal Collection features an array of
timeless pieces that embody the beauty of love.

Aurum, said: “We are deeply honoured to be

a part of the Alfardan family, a relationship

that spans decades of shared vision and
mutual respect. Both Devji Aurum and the
Alfardan Group are driven by a commitment

to excellence, and together, we believe

in delivering ‘maximum happiness to the
maximum number of people.’ This partnership
is a true testament to our aligned values, and
we look forward to an exciting future together.”
As Devji Aurum continues to grow its presence
in Qatar, the brand also looks forward to
participating in the prestigious Asjad Show,
where it will unveil new creations that blend
innovation and elegance, further showcasing its
position as among the leaders in fine jewellery.
The grand opening of the Doha boutiqueis a
momentous occasion, one that heralds a new
chapter in Devji Aurum’s illustrious history. As
they continue their legacy of craftsmanship,
luxury, and service, Devji Aurum is inviting
jewellery enthusiasts to join them on this
extraordinary journey, where each piece tells a
story of passion, artistry, and timeless beauty.

From left: Alfardan Jewellery president Ali Alfardan, Alfardan Group
chairman Hussain Ibrahim Alfardan, and Mahesh Deviji, managing
director of Devji Aurum, during the grand opening of the brand’s first
boutique in Qatar. PICTURE: Thajudheen

Deviji Aurumis the Rolls-Royce of
Arabic jewellery, says Ali Alfardan

By Peter Alagos
Business Reporter

Devji Aurum, which recently opened
its first shop-in-shop boutique in the
country, is the epitome of elegance
and luxury, according to Alfardan
Jewellery president Ali Alfardan.
“They are the Rolls-Royce of Arabic
jewellery; their craftsmanship and
attention to detail truly set them
apart as the best in this field,”
Alfardan told Gulf Times on the
sidelines of the brand’s grand
opening at the Alfardan Boutique
inside Doha Festival City.

Alfardan, who is also vice-chairman
of the Alfardan Group, said Alfardan
Jewellery has been working with
Devji Aurum for the past 50 years,
noting that the brand has developed
jewellery that people like to wear
during Ramadan, Eid, weddings, and
other celebrations.

“We are very proud to have this
boutique with Deviji Aurum. They
have improved the traditional heavy
Arabic jewellery, making it smaller
and more attractive. Their designs
are always up-to-date, catering to
the current market trends by using
natural materials. They are a unique
and special company; they are like

a family to us,” Alfardan emphasised.

Mahesh Deviji, managing director
of Devji Aurum, emphasised that
working with the Alfardan family
“has been an honour,” citing

that both families have been in

partnership since the 1960s. Deviji
described the grand opening

of Devji Aurum at the Alfardan
Boutique as a “very important
milestone” for the brand. He

also expressed gratitude for the
mentorship given by Alfardan Group
chairman Hussain Ibrahim Alfardan,
saying the experience was “truly
inspiring.”

“We are looking forward to opening
many more stores in Qatar with
different themes and concepts,

and we will try our best to create
the best pieces that the region

has seen. We have been based in
Bahrain, so we are familiar with
Arabic taste. And we understand
how to manufacture those pieces.
But we have also learned a lot from
Qatar because the customers’
needs here are amazing,” Deviji
added.

Alfardan Group chairman Hussain
Ibrahim Alfardan lauded Deviji
Aurum for creating a speciality
brand for the Arabic market and

for continuously innovating and
improving their collections to match
the requirements and tastes of the
region.

“They have elevated their designs
to the international market by
venturing into a more refined
aspect of the tradition with a new
generation of jewellery. | believe that
these designs the collections they
are creating will lead to success,
capturing the essence of the Gulf,”
he added.

commitment to all pacts on N-disarmament, WMDs

continues to develop and update national
legislation related to weapons of mass
destruction to be in line with its obliga-
tions under the agreements the country
is a part of, adding that Qatar co-oper-
ates with the Organisation for the Prohi-
bition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) and
enhances its role in supporting the im-
plementation of the Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC).

In this regard, he pointed out the fi-
nancial contribution made by Qatar to
OPCW in June 2024, in an attempt to
strengthen the role of artificial intelli-
gence in the work of the organisation, and
to implement the CWC more efficiently.

He noted that the National Commit-
tee for Prohibition of Weapons (NCPW)
in Qatar organises workshops for uni-
versity students to increase and spread
awareness of the dangers of weapons of
mass destruction, introduce the biologi-
cal and chemical weapons conventions,
and treaties related to nuclear weapons,

LY
Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Abdulaziz al-
Thani

and inform students of Qatar’s efforts in
implementing the agreements related to
weapons of mass destruction.

He emphasised Qatar’s belief that
armed conflicts must be settled peace-
fully and through dialogue, noting that
peaceful resolutions and dialogue is the
most effective option for maintaining in-
ternational peace and security.

In this context, he highlighted the
UN Security Council Resolution 1540 of
2004, which calls on all states to promote
dialogue and co-operation in the field of
non-proliferation to confront the threat
posed by the proliferation of nuclear,
chemical or biological weapons and their
means of delivery, stressing that the pro-
liferation of such weapons constitutes a
threat to international peace and secu-
rity.

The proliferation and use of weapons
of mass destruction and their horrific
effects on humanity require the inter-
national community to work together to
prevent the possession of these deadly
weapons, ensure that their use is pro-
hibited under any circumstances, and

strictly adhere to the legal obligations
contained in relevant international trea-
ties, he said.

The threat of the proliferation of nu-
clear weapons and weapons of mass
destruction, including chemical and
biological weapons, continues to pose a
threat to countries and peoples, and vio-
lates the human rights of many societies,
he added, indicating that this danger is
increased by the possibility of terror-
ist bodies obtaining weapons of mass
destructions in areas affected by armed
conflicts, where the principles of legal
accountability and redress for crimes and
atrocities committed are absent.

Sheikh Abdulrahman also stressed that
the great danger posed by the threat of
weapons of mass destruction in the Mid-
dle East region obliges everyone to inten-
sify efforts to eliminate them and ensure
that they are not developed or threatened
with use in order to maintain interna-
tional peace and security.

ANNOUNCEMENT

I, WILFRED ELAMPLAVIL

holder of

INDIA Passport No. C0923988
QID No. 28635658616
hereby change my name

from
WILFRED ELAMPLAVIL

to

WILFRED PETER ELAMPLAVIL

Any objection, please contact

THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR

NATIONALITY AFFAIRS

within 15 days from the publication of this notice.

ANNOUNCEMENT

I, ELLIE MAY LAWSON
holder of
UK Passport No. 524151334
QID No. 29582600193

hereby change my name

from
ELLIE MAY LAWSON

to

ELLIE MAY PHILLIPS

Any objection, please contact
THEPERMANENT COMMITTEEFOR
NATIONALITY AFFAIRS

within 15 days from the publication of this notice.

ANNOUNCEMENT

I, ISSA GEHAD ABU KHADIJAH
holder of
JORDAN Passport No. Q233212
QID No. 28240000635

hereby change my name
from
ISSA GEHAD ABU KHADIJAH
to
ISSA GEHAD ABD ALHALEEM
ABUKHADIJAH

Any objection, please contact

THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR

NATIONALITY AFFAIRS

within 15 days from the publication of this notice.

ANNOUNCEMENT

I, MUHAMMADHUSAINI BAKHTOVAR
holder of

TAJIKISTAN Passport No. 403131835
QID No. 30876200001

hereby change my name

from
MUHAMMADHUSAINI BAKHTOVAR

to

MUHAMMADHUSAIN ABDUHAMITZODA

Any objection, please contact

THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR

NATIONALITY AFFAIRS

within 15 days from the publication of this notice.
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Progress and
peace through
partnerships

From Page 1

The Amir’s visit to Brussels, where he chaired Qatar’s del-
egation at the GCC-EU Summit, marked a historic moment.
This summit highlighted the deep-rooted ties between the
Gulf and Europe, with Qatar leading the call for increased col-
laboration. The discussions in Brussels touched on several ur-
gent topics, ranging from energy co-operation to sustainable
development. However, the dominant theme was security —
both in terms of geopolitical stability and energy security, an
area in which Qatar has long played a leading role.

As one of the world’s largest exporters of liquefied natural
gas (LNG), Qatar continues to be a critical partner for Europe
in the face of shifting global energy dynamics. The EU’s reli-
ance on Qatari gas, especially in light of the ongoing conflict in
Ukraine and the broader transition toward sustainable energy
sources, cannot be understated. His Highness the Amir’s pres-
ence in Brussels served to reiterate Qatar’s role as a stable and
reliable supplier, while also opening the door to further col-
laboration on renewable energy and climate change initiatives.

The GCC-EU Summit also saw the Amir delivering a strong
message on the ongoing war in Gaza and Lebanon. Qatar,
which has long positioned itself as a neutral mediator in Mid-
dle Eastern conflicts, called for an immediate ceasefire, a halt
to Israeli aggression, and a renewed focus on a two-state so-
lution. His Highness the Amir’s call for a comprehensive and
just solution to the Palestinian issue echoed across the sum-
mit, reinforcing Qatar’s unwavering commitment to justice,
peace, and regional stability. By using the platform of the
GCC-EU Summit, Qatar highlighted the importance of inter-
national accountability and the necessity of aligning regional
and global efforts to resolve long-standing conflicts.

The Amir’s next stop in Italy brought into focus Qatar’s deep-
ening bilateral relations with one of Europe’s key economies.
During talks with Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni and President
Sergio Mattarella, the leaders reaffirmed their commitment to
expanding economic, trade, and defence co-operation. Italy
and Qatar have long enjoyed close relations, with Italy being one
of the primary destinations for Qatari investments in Europe.

On the economic front, the discussions in Rome reflected
Qatar’s National Vision 2030, a blueprint for diversifying the
nation’s economy away from a heavy reliance on hydrocar-
bons. The talks explored further investment opportunities in
sectors such as energy, infrastructure, and innovation—align-
ing with both nations’ goals of economic diversification and
sustainable development.

In addition to economic ties, the Amir’s visit also focused
on defence co-operation. Italy and Qatar have increasingly
collaborated in the defence sector, particularly in the develop-
ment of naval forces and military vessels.

Once again, the discussions centred on the Middle East,
with both countries voicing their support for a peaceful reso-
lution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The shared commit-
ment to establishing an independent Palestinian state with
East Jerusalem as its capital underscored the alignment of
their foreign policies on this critical issue.

In Germany, His Highness the Amir met with Chancellor
Olaf Scholz and President Frank-Walter Steinmeier. Germany,
apowerhouse of European industry, has increasingly looked to
Qatar as a key partner for securing energy supplies in the wake
of global geopolitical tensions. The ongoing energy crisis in
Europe, driven by the war in Ukraine, has only heightened the
importance of Qatar’s LNG exports.

However, the visit to Germany was not solely focused on tra-
ditional energy sources. The Amir also explored opportunities
for deeper co-operation in renewable energy and sustainabil -
ity. With Qatar’s significant investments in the German indus-
trial sector — most notably in the Volkswagen Group — the two
countries are well-positioned to collaborate on initiatives aimed
at promoting electric vehicles and reducing carbon emissions.
These efforts align with both Qatar National Vision 2030 and
Germany’s ambitious plans for a green energy transition.

The visit to Germany also provided an opportunity to dis-
cuss broader geopolitical concerns, with both leaders ad-
dressing the need for de-escalation in Gaza and Lebanon.
The Amir’s consistent message throughout his tour — that
of peace, dialogue, and collective responsibility — resonated
in Berlin, where discussions focused on how to bring about a
ceasefire and prevent further escalation in the region.

The Amir’s tour of Brussels, Italy, and Germany has reaf-
firmed Qatar’s unique position as a mediator, partner, and
global player. His efforts to foster dialogue, promote economic
partnerships, and advocate for peace and justice in the Middle
East are a testament to Qatar’s forward-thinking foreign pol-
icy. At a time when the world is facing multiple crises — from
energy shortages to geopolitical conflicts — Qatar continues
to offer solutions rooted in co-operation, respect for interna-
tional law, and a commitment to sustainable development.

falmudahka@gulf-times.com
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Ministry rolls out Watad family consultation clinic

E the Minister of Social De-
H velopment and Family Mar-

yam bint Ali bin Nasser al-
Misnad launched yesterday a family
consultation clinic intended for
boosting societal cohesion.

The Watad Clinic for marriage
and family therapy/consultation
was launched in collaboration be-
tween the Ministry of Social De-
velopment and Family (MSDF) and
Family Consulting Centre (Wifaq),

and it provides free and confidential
support for families to overcome
their psychological, social, and ed-
ucational challenges.

The inauguration ceremony
was attended by Supreme Judicial
Council judges, senior MSDF offi-
cials and social centres representa-
tives. Wifaq Executive Director en-
gineer Jabr Rashid al-Nuaimi said
the move responds to the growing
societal needs for reliable and pro-

fessional marital and family coun-
selling through specialised consult -
ants.

The Watad Clinic ensures a safe
platform for families to communi-
cate with an elite group of special-
ists in this field, and this service is
not just consultations, but rather a
step towards building strong fam-
ily relationships that enhance social
cohesion and preserve the family
entity, he said.

MSDF’s Social Security Admin-
istration Director Abdullah Mo-
hammed al-Hajri said the Watad
consultations would not be limit-
ed to couples but include all family
members to help them overcome
crises and enhance understand-
ing. According to statistics re-
leased by the service, up to 1,590
consultations have been provided
until the third quarter of this year.
(QNA)

QFFD, QC launch project to treat
cancer patients in Egypt
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Yemeni

atar Fund for Development

(QFFD) and Qatar Char-

ity (QC), in partnership with
YemeMTor Cancer Care & Charity
Foundation, have launched a project
in Cairo to support humanitar-
ian cases of Yemeni cancer patients
seeking treatment in Egypt.

The ceremony was attended by
high-level figures from the Qatari
and Yemeni sides.

The project will cover the treat-
ment of cancer patients arriving
from Yemen as well as those residing
in Egypt by covering travel, accom-
modation, and necessary medical
interventions.

This initiative addresses the chal-
lenges faced by the healthcare facili-
ties in Yemen and the deteriorating
living conditions due to the difficult
circumstances the country has ex-
perienced for the past nine years.
The project is expected to benefit
a total of 166 cases, including 120
patients who will be brought from
Yemen and 46 cancer cases from
those already in Cairo.

In his speech, Chairman of the
Board of Founders of Yemen for
Cancer Care & Charity Foundation
in Cairo Al Haj Abdul Wasi Hayel
emphasised their appreciation for
QFFD’s contributions to develop-
ment projects in Yemen. He ac-
knowledged the fund’s relentless
efforts to support the Yemeni people
through various programs and initi-
atives aimed at enhancing economic
growth, building youth capacities,
and contributing to food security,
water and sanitation projects, and
emergency cholera response, among
others.

He welcomed the partnership
with Qatar Charity in implement-
ing this project and expressed grati-

tude for the presence of representa-
tives from both organisations at the
launch, stating: “We are pleased to
have representatives from the Qatar
Fund for Development and Qatar
Charity joining us in launching this
project, which aligns with the quali-
tative leap in the foundation’s work
and services dedicated to serving
Yemeni cancer patients who have
been tested by fate. The difficult
circumstances and economic condi-
tions in Yemen have prevented this
segment of patients from receiving
the necessary healthcare services,
especially given the weak perform-
ance of the health system, which is
nearly paralysed across the prov-
inces”

During her speech, Acting Man-
ager of Director General Office,
QFFD, Maryam Khalid al-Maslama-
ni, said: “In consideration of the big
challenges faced by Yemeni patients

,n.g._gi 2lal oso3lal

in accessing essential healthcare,
there is an urgent need for this in-
tervention. From this standpoint, we
seek through this project to extend a
helping hand to everyone in need of
treatment and care”

She confirmed that this project
underscores Qatar’s pioneering role
in supporting humanitarian efforts
at both regional and international
levels. She also expressed her com-
plete confidence in this collabora-
tion, which will have a significant
positive impact on the lives of these
patients and will contribute to en-
hancing the values of humanity and
solidarity between the Qatari and
Yemeni peoples.

For her part, Head of International
Partnerships and Finance in Qatar
Charity, Hajar al-Hajri, stated that
standing by cancer patients is a hu-
manitarian and ethical duty, as they
require special care and continuous

support in their journey toward re-
covery. She noted that this project
is not new for Qatar Charity, either
in Yemen or elsewhere, mentioning
that Qatar Charity previously sup-
ported the treatment of over 250
Yemeni cancer patients in Egypt in
collaboration with the Yemen Foun-
dation for Cancer Care.

Al-Hajri expressed her gratitude
to QFFD for its generous support
and to the Yemen Foundation for its
ongoing efforts in providing care and
support to patients.

She emphasised that their part-
nership in this project demonstrates
the importance of collective action
in addressing humanitarian chal-
lenges and the need for co-operation
to alleviate the suffering of cancer
patients, hoping that this project
will mark a new beginning of hope
and courage in facing this disease
and recovering from it. (QNA)

" Maison Mirath Marks Three Years

maison
mirath

Jewellery at ASJAD 2024
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Maison Mirath’s

aison Mirath, the Lebanese fine
Mjewelry

redefining modern legacies,
proudly announces its third consecutive
participation at the ASJAD exhibition, in
collaboration with Alfardan Jewellery.

This milestone highlights the enduring
partnership that began in 2022, showcasing

Alfardan’s exclusive showrooms in Qatar.

At ASJAD 2024, Maison Mirath will unveil
new designs and releases from their signature

house celebrated for

exquisite creations at

Harmony Collection, featuring fine jewelry
that blends layers of gold, diamonds, and
precious stones. This collection emphasizes
the art of layering and stackability, offering
versatile pieces that can be styled for any
occasion. It will include a wide selection of
earrings, rings, bracelets, and necklaces,
all designed with the independent and bold
Qatari woman in mind.

Maison Mirath will also showcase its latest
high jewelry pieces. Each creation is one-of-
a-kind, meticulously crafted using natural

Maison
Alfardan Jewellery, one of the region’s most
prestigious names in luxury, has allowed
the brand’s collections to be featured at key
locations, including Doha Festival City and
Place Vendome. Together, they offer clients
unparalleled access to Maison Mirath’s
exceptional jewelry pieces.

of Partnership with Alfardan

stones and unique designs, allowing every
woman to express her individuality.

Mirath’s  partnership  with
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UNHCR official hails Qatar’s role in addressing crises in Afghanistan

epresentative of the UN High Com-
Rmissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

in Afghanistan, Arafat Jamal, has
commended Qatar’s leading role in ad-
dressing humanitarian and political crises
in Afghanistan, particularly in facilitating
humanitarian aid delivery and supporting
education.

Speaking to Qatar News Agency (QNA),
Jamal said that Qatar has proven its ca-
pacity for effective diplomacy, which was
demonstrated by its positive role in criti-
cal issues such as girls’ education and the
facilitation of humanitarian aid delivery.
He stated that UNHCR is pleased with
this role, looking forward to further co-
operation.

Jamal emphasised that the biggest chal-
lenge facing Afghanistan is managing the
return of refugees from Pakistan and Iran.
He noted that after decades of war and cli-
mate shocks, Afghanistan has experienced

peace for the last three years, and now it
requires the organised return of refugees
to ensure their contribution to stability.

In this context, the UNHCR representa-
tive explained that despite the challenges
and difficulties related to policies restrict -
ing education for women, the UNHCR
focuses on providing support to the popu-
lation effectively, especially in difficult en-
vironments, and works under tight secu-
rity conditions in light of the security and
logistical challenges despite the current
relative peace, and it faces great difficulty
in reaching some mountainous areas, but
it does its utmost to reach those in need.

Addressing the issue of girls’ educa-
tion, Jamal stressed its urgency, stating
that denying girls education beyond the
age of 11 poses a great risk to the country’s
present and future. Education is essential
to protect them from early marriage and
to ensure their participation in economic

development. Jamal also emphasised the
importance of international support in
facilitating the return of refugees, ap-
preciating Pakistan and Iran’s hosting of
refugees, stressing the importance of their
organised return to contribute to Afghani-
stan’s stability.

He explained that UNHCR is currently
working on a programme in 15 provinces
in Afghanistan, titled “Beacons of Hope,”
aimed at creating environments where re-
turnees have access to education, health-
care, and employment, making these areas
engines of economic growth.

Jamal expressed his gratitude to Qa-
tar for its continued efforts in facilitat-
ing dialogue between different parties.
He thanked Qatar for its relentless role in
keeping communication channels open,
adding that it’s crucial to maintain these
channels to ensure Afghanistan’s stability
and provide aid to those in need. (QNA)

=n | o .
HE the Special Envoy of the Minister of Foreign Affairs Ambassador Faisal bin Abdullah
al-Hanzab met with the visiting Representative of the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) in Afghanistan Arafat Jamal. The meeting discussed the latest
developments in Afghanistan and co-operation in the humanitarian fields, as well as
ways to enhance peace and stability in Afghanistan.

Ambulatory Care Center awarded

Gold Certification with

Distinction

amad Medical Corpora-
Htion’s Ambulatory Care

Center (ACC) has been
awarded Gold Certification with
Distinction for Leadership and
Innovation in Person-Centered
Care by Planetree, a not-for-
profit organisation that has been
at the forefront of the movement
to transform healthcare from the
perspective of patients for more
than 45 years.

Achievement of Distinction
status — the highest level of rec-
ognition conferred by Planetree
— requires organisations to earn
re-Certification for Excellence
in Person-Centered Care at the
Gold-level, while also building on
their success to advance the model
of person-centred care beyond the
standards outlined in the PCC cer-
tification programme.

The prestigious award acknowl-
edges ACC’s work to continually
advance the practice of person-
centred care (PCC) through out-
reach, research, scholarship, and

innovation. ACC is the only or-
ganisation in the Middle East and
North Africa (Mena) region, and
one of only five organisations
worldwide, to be honoured by
Planetree with its “Distinction in
Leadership and Innovation in Per-
son-Centered Care Award”

Gold Certification with Distinc-
tion for Leadership and Innova-
tion in PCC offers an opportunity
for organisations to complement
their ongoing work to meet the
needs of their community and staff
of professional caregivers with
more broad-based efforts to build
awareness, strengthen the case,
and continue to innovate in per-
son-centred care.

Specifically, staff and leader-
ship from ACC have participated
in international conferences and
webinars, engaged in research to
tie specific outcomes to person-
centred care, submitted articles
for publication in peer-reviewed
journals, and participated in pub-
lic policy initiatives to expand the

practice of person-centred care.
“ACC’s unparalleled dedication
to enhancing the experience for
patients, families, and staff led to
its most recent designation with
distinction for Leadership and In-
novation in Person-Centered Care
certification. They have demon-
strated such a commitment to en-
gaging patients and families in co-
designing the highest quality, most
patient-centred experience of care

Anti-Money Laundering Workshop’s participants
underscore importance of boosting co-operation

he workshop entitled
Improving  Anti-Money

Laundering and Com-
bating the Financing of Terror-
ism Regime (A holistic approach
to mitigate financial crimes),
wrapped up in Doha yesterday. It
was organised by the Public Pros-
ecution in collaboration with the
US Departments of Justice and
Treasury.

The participants underscored
the importance of supporting
global efforts to curb money laun-
dering and combat the financing
of terrorism. They stressed that
boosting co-operation among all
regional and global stakehold-
ers is imperative to achieve this
objective, especially given the
overlapping patterns of crimes
associated with these issues. This
necessitates the mobilisation of
all essential energies and resourc-
es to address them.

In the closing session of the
workshop, participants repre-
senting 16 countries were hon-
oured and received certificates in
recognition of their work.

Among them were deputy at-
torneys general, assistant deputy
attorneys general, public pros-
ecutors, judges, and officials from
agencies specialised in anti-mon-
ey laundering and combating the
financing of terrorism.

The last day of the workshop
centred on discussing themes
related to detecting evasion of
penalties and related trials. It un-
derscored the importance of co-
operation between the public and
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private sectors to curb encryp-
tion crimes, enhance evidence
through financial information,
and track criminal cases. Addi-
tionally, it highlighted the sig-
nificance of banking supervision
in combating money laundering
and the financing of terrorism, as
well as the co-operation between
banks and investigators in this re-
gard.

The four-day event featured
numerous key sessions and panel
discussions, along with working
papers that addressed capacity
building, shared best practices,
and state-of-the-art legal frame-
works and technologies for anti-
money laundering and countering
the financing of terrorism. Addi-
tionally, it included best practices
related to banking supervision in
combating these issues.

In addition, the papers ad-

dressed trade-based money
laundering, money laundering
through complex financial instru-
ments, and money laundering
patterns in the Middle East and
North Africa. The workshop fo-
cused on vital themes related to
Fintech, digital currencies, and
the risks associated with desig-
nated non-financial businesses
and professions.

The event highlighted various
types of financial crimes, as well
as international co-operation in
law enforcement and prosecu-
tions, asset recovery from abroad,
and asset confiscation.

The participants discussed top-
ics related to leveraging informa-
tion as an anti-money laundering
and countering the financing of
terrorism tool, as well as issues
related to money laundering con-
nected to narcotics crime. (QNA)
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EXCELLENCE IN
PERSON
CENTERED
CARE

WITH DISTINCTION FOR
LEADERSHIP AND INNOVATION

possible, I congratulate them on
this remarkable achievement,” said
Nasser al-Naimi, Chief of Patient
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Experience at HMC and Director
for the Hamad Healthcare Quality
Institute.

“We are honoured for the recogni-
tion we have received for our efforts
to improve the way care is delivered
to our patients and the community,’
ACC’s CEO and medical director,
Dr Khalid al-Jalham, stated. “The
outcomes demonstrate a distinct
and enthusiastic collaborative effort
from our patients, employees, and

even volunteers, who have embraced
aperson-centred approach to care”.

“For creating an environment
that allows patients and family
members to genuinely contribute on
matters related to patient care and
experience, we are grateful)” says
Abdul Razak al-Kuwari, Chairman
of ACC'’s Patient and Family Advi-
sory Council (PFAC).

“More than ever, we feel ap-
preciated for our contributions in
patient-focused programmes and
practices that impact the services
and care we receive”.

“The Planetree Certificationis the
only award that recognises excel-
lence in person-centredness across
the continuum of care” said Michael
Giuliano, President of Planetree.

“By sharing its successes and
challenges, ACC has exponentially
increased the impact of its person-
centred culture to benefit not only
patients, families, and professional
caregivers in its local community,
but also those all over the country
and even globally” (QNA)

QDA launches Diabetes Day campaign

atar Diabetes Association

(QDA) has launched its

annual campaign on the
occa of World Diabetes Day
(WDD), which falls on November
14, a statement said yesterday.

Led by the International Diabe-
tes Federation (IDF) and the par-
ticipation of all its members from
diabetes associations around the
world, WDD was established in
1991in association with the World
Health Organisation in response
to growing concerns about the
escalating health threat posed by
diabetes.

The campaign draws attention
to issues of paramount impor-
tance to the diabetes world and
keeps diabetes firmly in the public
and political spotlight. Millions
of people with diabetes face daily
challenges managing their condi-
tion at home, work, and school.
Diabetes care often focuses only
on blood sugar, leaving many
overwhelmed.

WDD takes on a new slogan
every year, highlighting one of the
topics of diabetes, and for 2024,
the campaign focuses on ‘Diabe-
tes & Well-being!

This year’s WDD campaign is
focused on several key aspects. The
first is the lives of diabetics, with
millions of people with diabetes
facing daily challenges in manag-
ing their condition at home, work
and school, often having a negative
impact on their health. The second
aspect focused on diabetes care,
emphasising that it includes ad-
equate support for a good healthy
life, while the third aspect stressed
the need to give priority to sup-
porting the quality of healthy life
for diabetics.

QDA director Dr Abdulla al-
Hamagq, said: “The facts and fig-
ures of diabetes show the escalat -
ing global burden on people and
countries. According to the In-
ternational Diabetes Federation,
approximately 537mn adults (20-
79 years) are living with diabetes,
and by 2045, projections show
that about 783mn, will live with
diabetes, an increase of 46%."

“More than 90% of people
living with diabetes are type II
diabetes, which is driven by so-
cial, economic, environmental,
and genetic factors. Low levels
of physical activity, weight gain,
and the prevalence of obesity are
among the causes of type II dia-
betes. However, it is possible to
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QDA’s campaign includes many events,
especially the ‘Diabetes Walkathon’on
November 15, in its eighteenth edition,
at Aspire Park. Over the years, the
Walkathon has attracted
decision-makaers, health leaders,
school and university students, as

well as the general public

reduce the impact of diabetes by
taking preventive measures and
providing early diagnosis and ap-
propriate care.

“Therefore, we consider World
Diabetes Day as a mobilisation for
the entire global diabetes com-
munity to provide a strong com-
mon voice to raise awareness of
diabetes, its seriousness, and how
to prevent it. We also want all
concerned parties to take the nec-
essary measures to combat it and
ensure the safety of our commu-
nities” he added.

QDA'’s campaign includes many
events, especially the ‘Diabetes
Walkathon’ on November 15, in its
eighteenth edition, at Aspire Park.
Over the years, the Walkathon has
attracted decision-makers, health
leaders, school and university
students, as well as the general
public.

Dr al-Hamagq called on all gov-
ernment agencies, civil soci-
ety institutions, schools, sports
clubs, individuals and opinion
leaders, journalists, and all indi-
viduals to register and participate
in the success of the enlighten-
ment process.

QDA is organising its annual

medical conference on ‘Diabetes
Comorbidities and Complica-
tions’ which dedicates its efforts
to the treatment of diabetes, re-
lated complications, technology,
and prevention. The conference
will be held on November 8-9, at
the Qatar National Convention
Centre.

One of the activities of the
campaign is the Blue Circle Test
on a large scale, to assess the level
of risk factors for type II diabetes.
Studies have shown that it is pos-
sible to avoid it through a healthy
diet and regular exercise. The blue
circle is the logo of WDD and sig-
nifies the unity of the global dia-
betes community in response to
the diabetes epidemic.

Throughout the month of No-
vember, the campaign also in-
cludes lectures and workshops
in schools, universities, minis-
tries, and the private sector. This
year’s campaign will also continue
the steps of success of previous
years’ campaigns. Many promi-
nent buildings across Qatar will
be lit up in blue colour, joining
thousands of buildings around the
world to reiterate focus on diabe-
tes.
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Zulal Wellness Resort by Chiva-Som is
raising awareness during October about
the benefits of genomic testing for early
detection of breast cancer and partnering
with the Qatar Cancer Society (QCS) to
offer cancer survivors a peaceful retreat
experience.

A portion of the proceeds from this
month’s sales of specially designed cups,
available at Casuarina Café, will be donated
to QCS, a statement said yesterday.

At the resort, genomic testing plays a vital
role in helping individuals take control of
their health. This advanced testing goes
beyond detecting cancer risks like BRCA1
and BRCA2 mutations, offering insights
into how genes influence everyday well-
ness.

Genomic testing is designed to provide a
deep understanding of genetic predisposi-
tions that can influence health decisions.
For individuals concerned about cancer
risks, particularly breast, ovarian, and
prostate cancers, identifying BRCAT or
BRCA2 mutations is critical. These muta-
tions significantly increase the likelihood
of developing certain cancers, and early
identification enables more proactive
health management, including increased
monitoring and preventive treatments.
Genomic testing is a way to access
detailed insights into how diet, fitness, and

v

lifestyle can be personalised to match

an individual's genetic profile, helping to
create wellness plans that support lasting
health.

When it comes to recovery and main-
taining overall wellness, nutrition plays
an important role. A well-balanced diet
supports healing, boosts energy levels, and
enhances immunity.

Zulal Wellness Resort offers personal-
ised nutrition plans crafted by expert
nutritionists, ensuring that each guest

— .

receives meals tailored to their specific
needs, whether for cancer prevention or
recovery.

The resort’s gut-healing menus are rich in
antioxidants, fibre, and essential nutrients,
which are vital for reducing inflammation
and supporting immune function. Foods
such as berries, leafy greens, and whole
grains play a significant role in provid-

ing the body with essential vitamins and
minerals needed for recovery.

Hydration is equally important, and guests

are encouraged to maintain optimal fluid
intake through herbal teas, fresh juices,
and water to help combat fatigue and
enhance overall bodily functions during
treatment.

Zulal Wellness Resort also offers a variety
of holistic retreats designed to support
physical and emotional wellness for indi-
viduals recovering from cancer.
Programmes like Optimal Physio Fit, Stress
Reset, and Mind-Body Wellness provide
treatments that address common post-

BreasticancenawarenessiatiZulallWellness;Resoxt

cancer challenges such as fatigue, mobility,
and mental health.

Manual lymphatic drainage therapy is
one of the key treatments offered at the
resort. This gentle therapy aids in reduc-
ing swelling, improving circulation, and
boosting immune system function, which
is particularly helpful for those recovering
from surgery or radiation. Zulal Wellness
Resort's therapists are trained in Cancer
Care Touch Therapy, ensuring that treat-
ments are both safe and effective for
cancer survivors.

Emotional wellness is equally important.
Mindfulness practices, including medita-
tion, breathing exercises, and energy treat-
ments like Reiki and Craniosacral Therapy,
are offered to help guests manage stress
and rebuild emotional resilience.

Zulal Wellness Resort also incorporates
Traditional Arabic & Islamic Medicine
(TAIM) into its holistic wellness approach.
TAIM therapies aim to balance the body's
natural elements through diet, lifestyle
adjustments, and herbal treatments. For
cancer survivors, treatments such as Hi-
jama (cupping) and herbal remedies help
detoxify the body and promote healing.
Mindfulness technigues, rooted in TAIM,
encourage emotional and mental balance,
helping individuals recover more fully, the
statement added.

Ministry of Justice organises
Cancer Awareness Day

tar Cancer Society, the Min-

istry of Justice yesterday
organised a Cancer Awareness
Day to raise awareness and edu-
cate about cancer, with the aim
of shedding light on the disease
and the importance of preven-
tion, early detection, and treat-
ment methods.

The day is organised on the
occasion of October, Breast
Cancer Awareness Month,
which is marked by Qatar each
year, within the framework of
the ministry’s social responsi-
bility, and in line with national
policies that support society

I n co-operation with the Qa-

and promote health culture.

The ministry also aims to sup-
port the national cancer early
detection programme, which
contributes to raising awareness
and early detection of the disease
in Qatar, in accordance with the
national cancer prevention strat-

egy, which represents a shift to-
wards preventive and community
healthcare.

During the awareness day at
the Ministry of Justice, the medi-
cal team from the Qatar Cancer
Society supervised the provision
of detailed explanations and in-
formation to employees about
cancer prevention methods and
the importance of early detection
and treatment.

The medical team also provid-
ed guidance on steps that every-
one can take to reduce the risk of
cancer and adopt healthy habits
that promote the health and safe-
ty of society. (QNA)

Al Meera supports breast

Cancer awareness

Cancer Awareness Month,
Al Meera Consumer Goods,
Qatar’s national retailer, is
collaborating with the Qatar
Cancer Society (QCS) on a va-
riety of initiatives to support
the cause.
Throughout October, aware-
ness messages that highlight

In recognition of Breast

the importance of early de-
tection and screening are
displayed across Al Meera
branches with staff wearing
pink ribbons and pink shirts
to symbolise their support and
show solidarity.

Al Meera has also launched an
awareness campaign on social
media and organised training

sessions for female employees,
in partnership with QCS, to fur-
ther spread awareness.

This initiative underscores Al
Meera’s commitment to health
and well-being, reflecting their
broader CSR efforts and aligns
with its mission to serve and
support the community beyond
retail, a statement added.

The two day conference united over 250 healthcare professionals.

HMC concludes
annual breast
cancer conference

he National Center for
TCancer Care and Research

(NCCCR) at Hamad Medi-
cal Corporation (HMC) con-
cluded the Annual Breast Cancer
Conference 2024, which united
over 250 healthcare profession-
als, researchers, and experts
worldwide to explore the latest
detection, treatment, and care
advancements.

The two-day conference had the
theme, ‘Advancing Breast Cancer
Care: Innovations in Detection,
Treatment, and Management.

Dr Mohamed Salem al-Hassan,
CEO and medical director of the
NCCCR, opened the ceremony
and highlighted the significance
of this conference.

The conference provided a sig-
nificant platform to discuss ad-
vanced innovations such as tar-
geted therapies, immunotherapy,
and Antibody-Drug Conjugates
(ADCs).

Attendees engaged in discus-
sions, interactive panels, and
comprehensive presentations to
enhance understanding and ap-

plication of these transformative
treatments in clinical practice.

Dr Salha Bujassoum al-Bader,
chairperson of Medical Oncol-
ogy and Palliative Care Medi-
cine at NCCCR, director of the
Center for Clinical and Preci-
sion Medicine and Genomics at
HMC, and chair of the Organis-
ing Committee, said: “The An-
nual Breast Cancer Conference
2024 demonstrated our progress
in the fight against breast cancer.
We witnessed a paradigm shift in
treatment approaches that will
undoubtedly reshape clinical
practices, improve patient ex-
periences, and provide renewed
hope and confidence to cancer
patients.”

The event featured a diverse
programme of keynote speeches
by international, regional, and
local experts, offering compre-
hensive updates on the latest in
breast cancer biology, biomark-
ers, and management strategies.

By bringing together oncolo-
gists, surgeons, radiologists,
pathologists, primary care phy-

sicians, nurses, and other health-
care professionals, the confer-
ence created a collaborative
environment to bridge the gap
between scientific research and
real-world clinical practice.

“At HMC, we are committed to
fostering global dialogue on the
latest advancements in cancer
care. This conference allowed us
to share the newest innovations
in breast cancer management
while reinforcing our dedication
to improving patient outcomes,”
added Dr Bujassoum.

“Our mission as medical on-
cologists is to provide personal-
ised care that addresses patients’
physical, psychological, and
emotional needs. Advancements
in cancer treatment are possible
only when we come together as
a community of healthcare pro-
fessionals. The Annual Breast
Cancer Conference was an op-
portunity to exchange knowledge
and experiences that can lead to
groundbreaking improvements in
patient care,” concluded, Dr al-
Bader.

AAH offers wide diversity of medical care services

ishaBint Hamad Al Attiyah Hospital
A(AAH), the second-largest medical

facility run by Hamad Medical Cor-
poration (HMC), offers the latest ground-
breaking innovations and technologies in
healthcare.

The hospital offers advanced medical
treatment to ensure patients receive the
best standards of healthcare within a se-
rene recovery atmosphere. It is outfitted
with excellent medical personnel and in-
frastructure.

Speaking to Qatar News Agency (QNA)
during a field trip organised by HMC to
inspect the cutting-edge technologies lev-
eraged by AAH, a team of medical practi-
tioners at AAH emphasised that inpatients
and outpatients continued to receive a
highlevel of healthcare without disruption
during the renovation project period of the
hospital.

Acting executive director at AAH, Hus-
sein Ali al-Ishaq, said the hospital had
succeeded in modernising numerous
medical sections.

The Hamad General Hospital is current -
ly embarking on a renovation project that
will result in the closing of some sections.

Al-Ishaq highlighted the hospital’s ca-
pability to offer the best healthcare serv-
ices to the public. The hospital capacity in-
cludes over 300 beds, he said highlighting
that in the past occupancy rates reached
between 60% to 65%.

AAH Medical Director Dr Ibrahim Fawzy
stressed that there is a significant number
of medical practitioners at all medical spe-
cialties at the hospital.

The hospital is always geared up to re-
ceive cases from various regions state-
wide, he said.

Dr Fawzy highlighted that the hospi-

tal has world-class medical equipment,
alongside critical sections such as radiol-
ogy, laboratory tests, and medical person-
nel.

He added there was a high level of
co-ordination with Hamad General
Hospital regarding all medical cases
admitted to AAH, indicating that all

essential requirements are provided for
patients.

Head of the department of obstetrics
and gynaecology at AAH, Dr Najah al-Ju-
naidi, said the section handles a variety of
cases with five to 12 births on daily basis.

She pointed out the delivery rooms are
capacious and offer pregnant women a
chance to practice required kinetic activi-
ties ahead of giving birth, highlighting that
all postnatal rooms are single occupancy
to provide primary comfort for pregnant
women.

Head of the radiology department at
AAH, Dr Riham al-Sadiq, said the depart-
ment offers all diagnostic and therapeutic
services to patients.

She emphasised that health services are
provided for inpatients, outpatient clinics,
and emergencies around-the-clock.

Since the inauguration of the depart-

ment at AAH, it has been offering over
26 medical testing and minimising the
workload on other radiology departments,
al-Sadiq said, adding all state-of-the-art
equipment, including X-ray and ultra-
sound chambers are available.

Senior emergency consultant for adults
at AAH, Dr Rana al-Sayed, said that since
the inauguration of the emergency section
at the hospital on October 11, the medical
facility has been receiving cases at a rate
ranging between 15 and 20.

The hospital is located in Tinbak area
between Al Khor and Lusail and positions
itself as a premium destination for a wide
spectrum of the population in Al Shamal
and Doha regions. The medical facility is
connected with modern roads and offers
multiple parking lots, with bus services to
transport individuals from Lusail Red Line
Metro available — QNA
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Doha Festival City (DHFC) hosted
the return of GQ Live at Harvey
Nichols Doha on Tuesday,
featuring masterclasses, in-
conversations, and bespoke pop-
ups designed to celebrate both
international and local talent.
The event aligns with DHFC’s
new direction, embracing
curated brands, promoting self-
expression, and connecting a
vibrant community of fashion and
beauty enthusiasts, a statement
said.

Following its successful launch
earlier this year, GQ Live
celebrated Harvey Nichols Doha’s
leading collections, spanning
menswear, women’s wear,
grooming, and beauty.
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Renowned personalities at GQ Live held at Doha Festival City.

GQ’s pop-up Style Closet
showcased leading collections
from the likes of Lanvin, Self-

Portrait, Massimo Alba, Tom
Ford Beauty, Rosantica, Byredo,
Amiri, Zimmermann, Casablanca,

Jacquemus, Stella McCartney,

16 Arlington, Dolce & Gabbana
Beauty, and The Attico.

“As Qatar’s premier destination for
fashion, beauty, and lifestyle, Doha
Festival City continued to lead in
offering unmatched experiences,”
said Noreen Nasralla, executive
director, marketing, Al-Futtaim
Real Estate. “We are proud to
collaborate with global leaders
like GQ and Harvey Nichols

to bring exclusive events that
inspire and engage our vibrant
community.”

GQ Live welcomed Rhuigi
Villasefior, founder and creative
director of Rhude, for the first time
in Qatar. The talented creative
joined GQ Live for a special meet

and greet with guests in-store.
The Los Angeles-based brand
balanced luxury techniques with
streetwear elements, showcased
as ready-to-wear collections. In
celebration of Rhuigi’s arrival,
Harvey Nichols curated a bespoke
Rhude pop-up.

GQ also welcomed global sports
icon, high jumper, and GQ cover
star Mutaz Barshim who discussed
his illustrious career, his love of
fashion, and his support of the next
generation of emerging talent.

As part of DHFC’s wider
positioning as a premium

lifestyle destination - a dedicated
programming strand designed

to celebrate and support the

next generation of design talent

DHFC hosts new edition of GQ Live

emerging from Qatar - GQ Live
welcomed Aysha al-Romaihi,
director of Scale7- QDB, and the
Scale7 designers behind The
Project and All Seasons to explore
the collections of tomorrow. As
part of this special project, an edit
of the designers’ collections was
displayed in-store.

Leading beauty guru and
entrepreneur Salima Aliani also
returned to GQ Live to share her
insights on new-season make-up
and skincare. Style expert and GQ
Contributor Nasser al-Ansari took
the stage alongside Born Outside
Italy’s Creative Director Alfredo
Bandini, and iconic footballer
Meshaal Barsham to discuss
curating a Fall/Winter wardrobe.

Road trip new travel
trend for Qatar residents

By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff Reporter

atar residents are increas-
ingly embarking on road
trips to and through Saudi
ArabI®;on account of further re-
laxation of the visa process and
the simplification of immigration
and customs proceedings at the
Abu Samra border crossing point.

“The trend is seeing an uptick
with many going to Saudi Arabia
and other Gulf countries to spend
the weekend,” Rayan Travel and
Tours general manager Zaheer
Yousuf told Gulf Times.

“Earlier, there was Umrah traf-
fic and some opted to go on trips
during the weekend to visit their
relatives. Now, there is a sud-
den shift in the trend after Saudi
relaxed the visa process and in-
troduced the instant visa system.
People have started to go in big
numbers on leisure trips to Saudi
Arabia,” he explained.

Many visit Saudi Arabia to ex-
plore the heritage sites and spend

Zaheer Yusuf

the holidays with relatives and
friends. “The attractions include
heritage sites, historical monu-
ments, and stunning mountains,’
said Ameer Shaji, a member of
GCC Trip, a group of travellers in
Doha.

The condition of roads has re-
markably improved in Saudi in
line with the boost in the tourism
sector. “The new road to Dammam
from Abu Samrah border via Kho-
bar has reduced the travel time by
one hour and the immigration and
customs proceedings at the border

crossing are simplified bringing
down the waiting time remark-
ably,” he said.

For Qatar residents, among the
Gulf destinations, according to
Saheer, Saudi Arabia is on the top
followed by Bahrain and the UAE.
“Oman is also becoming a favour-
ite destination with an abundance
of natural wonders,” he said.

Ameer said many travellers
from Qatar cross the Saudi Ara-
bian border to reach Jordan where
they can visit popular tourist sites
including the ancient city of Petra,
the port city of Aqaba, the Dead
Sea, the Cave of the Seven Sleep-
ers and the capital city Amman.
Some of them proceed further to
Egypt to explore the historic sites
and landmarks.

Also, business trips, according
to travel experts, are increasing
with many entrepreneurs opt-
ing to drive to Saudi Arabia and
the UAE in groups in order to save
money. The trend is also boost-
ing the business of travel agencies
that offer visa assistance and hotel
booking.
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Village in Dubai

Mercedes-Benz, Ford models recalled

Ameer Shaji and his family | front of Global

Doha residents in front of Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi
during the road trip.

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCl), in co-
operation with Nasser Bin Khaled and Sons Automobiles,
has announced the recall of Mercedes C-Class, and SL
Class, 2023 models, as the engine control unit software
does not meet the factory specifications causing the

engine warning lamp to be activated.

The MoCl, in co-operation with Almana Motors
Company, also announced the recall of Ford F 150,
2023 model, as a possible defect in the diagnostics
system may falsely set the catalytic converter
Diagnostic Trouble Codes, which leads to illuminating
the malfunction indicator light in affected vehicles.
The MoCl said the recall campaign comes within the
framework of its ongoing efforts to protect consumers

and ensure that car dealers follow up on vehicle
defects and repairs.

The MoCl said it will co-ordinate with the dealers to
follow up on the maintenance and repair works and
will communicate with customers to ensure that the

necessary repairs are carried out.

The MoCl has urged all customers to report any
violations to its Consumer Protection and Anti-
Commercial Fraud Department, which processes
complaints, inquires and suggestions through the
following channels: call centre: 16001, e-mail: info@
moci.gov.qa, social media channels @mocigatar, and
mobile application MOCIQatar available on iPhone and
Android devices.

showrooms across 13 countries,

and Diwali by providing free gol
jewellery purchase.

the auspicious occasion of Dha

well.

witnessed over the past week is

the value of their purchase and

showrooms in Qatar will be ope

expected.

their festive season offers ahead of Dhanteras

The limited period offers, valid across all MGD
showrooms across Qatar from October 25-29,
will provide customers with the opportunity
to get free gold coins on the purchase of gold
jewellery worth QR3,000, a statement said.

As part of the ongoing offer running across MGD
showrooms, customers are eligible for free gold
coins on the purchase of diamond and precious
gem jewellery worth QR3,000 and above. As

near, the assured gold coin offer that has been
extended to cover gold jewellery purchase as

“The rise in gold price that the market has

to the incredible position that gold has as a safe
haven asset,” said Shamlal Ahamed, managing
director - international operations, MGD.

“As Dhanteras approaches, a time when many

of our customers choose to invest in gold as a
symbol of prosperity and good fortune, we are
excited to provide free gold coins with every gold
jewellery purchase. This is our way of enhancing

to their festive moments”, he added.
On Dhanteras Day (October 29), all MGD

be able to serve the high customer footfall that is

Malabar Gold & Diamonds
ramps up festive season offers

Malabar Gold & Diamonds (MGD), the sixth
largest jewellery retailer globally with over 360

has ramped up

d coins on gold

nteras draws

further testament

adding extra joy

n from 8am, to

Dhanteras.

MGD’s Pay 10% advance offer, introduced ahead
of the festive season, has been a significant
benefit for customers, with thousands taking
advantage of the opportunity to secure the
best rates on their jewellery purchases. The
brand has also announced that this advance
payment option will remain available until

Ashghal launches Society Satisfaction Survey

he Public Works Authority
T(Ashghal) has launched its

Society Satisfaction Sur-
vey.

Ashghal, on its website, said
that this complies with the strat -
egy to improve its performance
and services.

Ashghal has designed and de-
veloped the survey to measure
community satisfaction in Qatar
with the services provided.

“There are no right or wrong
answers, but your answers will
reflect your impressions and
level of satisfaction. The survey
results will be translated into ac-
tion plans and programmes that
meet the community’s needs
and reflect its expectations,” the
website said.

The public can fill out the sur-
vey through the link published
by Ashghal on its social media
handles (https://research.net/
1/788JSTH?lang=en).

IMPROVE :7% 5 nei”
JUST FOR
YOU

Commumity
Satisfaction Suney

WE

your satisfacthan wath
OUr SRrvices

Follow the survey
link an Ashghal’s
social media channels

The survey has questions re-
lated to the societal image and
reputation of Ashghal, the ef-
fect of the work environment,
environmental impact, societal

impact and interaction and com-
munication.

Also, the participants can sub-
mit their suggestions once the
questions are answered.

Chaumet & Nature exhibition announced

major exhibition, ‘Chaumet
A& Nature: Nature-Inspired

Jewellery Since 1780; will
be held by Maison Chaumet, in
partnership with M7, Qatar Mu-
seums (QM), and Qatar Creates,
from November 1-December 19 at
M7.

The exhibition, the first high
jewellery exhibition of its kind
in Qatar, will feature nearly 107
pieces of jewellery and 111 visual
works from both the Maison’s and
QM’s collections, including eight
works that have never been shown
before.

Founded in 1780, Maison
Chaumet, one of the oldest jew-
ellery houses in France, is closely
linked to the development of the
nation.

Chaumet’s first major cli-
ent was Napoleon Bonaparte,
for whom the Maison’s founder,
Marie-Etienne Nitot, set the épée
used during his coronation as
Emperor.

The house has maintained a
botanical vision for its fine crafts
for more than 240 years. Its pieces
have drawn inspiration from quo-

Rising Sun Tiara

tidian wonders of nature ranging
from flowers and leaves to more
unusual subject matter such as
wheat, grapes, laurels, pansies,
palm trees, giraffes, and wings.

A special portion of the show
will be dedicated to Maison’s
Chaumet’s use of pearls, which
have played a key role in Qatar’s
national heritage.

In a press statement, M7 di-
rector Maha Ghanim al-Sulaiti

said: “The remarkable beauty
of Maison Chaumet’s jewellery
presents the relationship between
craftspeople and nature over the
course of nearly a quarter of a
millennium. We are particularly
excited to present a group of Mai-
son Chaumet works that employ
pearls, which have been essential
to the identity of Qatar since the
nation’s earliest days”

Chaumet CEO Charles Leung

Emerald and Diamond Tiara

said: “The Chaumet & Nature
exhibition and collaboration is
unique in many ways and pays
tribute to the relationship be-
tween France and Qatar in the
1970s. This collaborative exhibi-
tion highlights exceptional orders
from Qatar, inspired by the Qa-
tari cultural heritage and made in
the high jewellery workshop of 12
Place Vendome, Paris.”

Chaumet & Nature is organised

in five sections that demonstrate
nature as a key element of Mai-
son’s designs: Preserving Nature,
Drawing Nature, Observing Na-
ture, Living in Nature, and Diving
in Nature.

The exhibition will include
pieces from Qatar Museums’ col-
lection including the Duke of
Westminster’s transformable
wings tiara (1907), the Greek frieze
tiara (1910), the Rising sun aigrette

(1910), all by Joseph Chaumet, and
the Countess Katharina Henckel
von Donnersmarck’s emerald tiara
(1900) by Chaumet.

The exhibition features a poem
called “Treasures of the Earth” by
Salman bin Khalid, which was cre-
ated for Chaumet to celebrate the
significant role of poetry in Arabic
literature. Chaumet also commis-
sioned the Qatari artist Shouq al-
Mana to design an exclusive piece
for the exhibition, that pays trib-
ute to the Qatari tradition of pearl
diving and commerce and that
takes inspiration from the motif
of underwater nature, one of the
Maison’s many sources of inspira-
tion.

In March 2024, M7 collabo-
rated with Maison Chaumet on
selecting Zainab AlShibani, a local
graphic designer, to create the new
Arabic logo, which is now present
in all Chaumet’s flagship stores
across the Middle East.

The M7 gift shop, in collabo-
ration with IN-Q, will feature
specially crafted designs for this
presentation, along with exclusive
offers.
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EAA partners with Lapis Group

to support education in Palestine B 0

ducation Above All (EAA)
E Foundation and Lapis Group

have signed a partnership
agreement to launch the Youm
Jadeed (New Day) initiative, aimed
at providing educational and psy-
chosocial support to Palestinian
children with particular focus on
war-ridden Gaza.

This partnership comes as the
Palestinian education system
faces unprecedented challenges
due to ongoing war and the result-
ing severe disruptions of formal
schooling across the West Bank,
Gaza and Jerusalem, a statement
said yesterday.

Over the next seven months, the
partners will produce and broad-
cast 90 original episodes of the

Youm Jadeed radio programme for
children aged 7-11 and their car-
egivers. The programme will rely
on entertaining and drama-based
storylines which focus on key
themes such asliteracy, health and
emotional resilience.

Youm Jadeed will be broadcast
on FM radio in Arabic across all
of Gaza, the West Bank and Je-
rusalem. This broad reach will be
complemented by an innovative,
multi-platform digital dissemi-
nation strategy including online,
mobile and social media tools as
well as in-person activities to
reach as many children, caregivers
and educators as possible, and en-
sure that they have access.

The project will seek to con-

The project aims to achieve common goals and maximise impact for

Palestinian children.

nect with a wide array of stake-
holders to utilise the resources
of the projects for their activities
with children across Palestine.
Throughout the implementation
period, there will be continuous
emphasis on measuring reach, en-
gagement and impact, and seek-
ing community engagement and
feedback to improve outcomes.

Fahed al-Sulaiti, CEO, EAA,
commented: “Our partnership
with Lapis Group cements our
belief in providing uninterrupted
access to education to communi-
ties in need. With the foundation’s
reach extending to over 60 coun-
tries and impacting more than
19mn beneficiaries, we recognise
the importance of innovating for
seamless education and learning.
Together, we are dedicated to fos-
tering knowledge and skills that
uplift individuals and build resil-
ience. Through this partnership,
we aim to create lasting impact for
those who need it most, paving the
way for a brighter future.”

Alex Thier, CEO of Lapis Group,
added: “We truly believe that all
children deserve access to high
quality education and social and
emotional support. Youm Jadeed
was designed from scratch to serve
the needs of Palestinian students
and their communities to learn
and be more resilient in this time
of immense hardship and trauma.”

Fanar honours Arabic course
graduates at Sarajevo university

he Sheikh Abdullah bin Zaid

Al Mahmoud Islamic Cul-

tural Centre (Fanar) at the
Ministry of Endowments (Awqaf)
and Islamic Affairs has honoured
40 students who graduated from
the Arabic Language Teaching
Course for Non-Native Speakers
from the Faculty of Islamic Stud-
ies at the University of Sarajevo in
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

According to an Awqaf state-
ment, the course lasted from
September 1-October 7 with 80
teaching hours.

The course had ‘The Path to
Arabic’ series curriculum for
non-native speakers. It was pre-
sented by professors specialising
in teaching Arabic to non-native
speakers from Fanar.

The graduation ceremony at the
headquarters of the Faculty of Is-
lamic Studies at the University of
Sarajevo was attended by Fanar
director Dr Saleh bin Ali al-Marri,
the Islamic Culture Department
head Dr Ahmed Abdul Rahim al-
Tahan and professors and teachers
in charge of the course. Dr Mustafa
Hassani, Dean of the Faculty of Is-
lamic Studies and teaching staff
members attended the event.

The Fanar delegation, during
the visit, met the Grand Mufti and

GU experts warn about global
fallout of upcoming US election

head of the Islamic Sheikhdom
Dr Hussein Kavazovic. Also, they
met with the Dean of the Faculty

of Usul al-Din Dr Mustafa Hassani
and also visited the Gazi Husrev-
beg Library in Sarajevo.

Abdullah Mohammed Khalifa al-Binali, general manager of QLC, is flanked by officials.

Top experts to attend
QLC’s leadership
innovation forum

The forum titled ‘Leadership
Innovation in the Digital Age’
will be held on Oct 30

By Tawfik Lamari
Staff Reporter

The Qatar  Leadership
Center (QLC) held a press
conference yesterday to
announce the centre’s readiness
to launch the first edition of the
Leadership Innovation Forum
titled “Leadership Innovation in
the Digital Age” at the St Regis
Hotel, Doha on October 30.

Under the patronage of HE
Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad
bin Khalifa al-Thani, Chairper-
son of QLC, this forum will bring
together speakers and experts
from around the world to discuss
the topic of “Leadership Innova-
tion in the Digital Age”.

Abdullah Mohammed Kha-
lifa al-Binali, general manager of
QLC, said: “As we approach the
launch of the Leadership Inno-
vation Forum titled “Leadership
Innovation in the Digital Age”, we
aspire to be an event that brings
together specialists and experts
inthe field of leadership manage-
ment and innovation solutions,
academically and professionally,
and speakers from all over the
world. We are proud of QLC’s
achievements over the past fif-
teen years. Since its establish-
ment in 2008 by His Highness
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-
Thani (may God protect him and
grant him peace), the centre has
contributed to the development
of over a thousand graduates,
who represent a driving force
for positive change in public and
private sector institutions. This
forum represents a golden op-
portunity to empower promising
generations of leaders to benefit
from the experiences of local,

international experts, specialists
and create valuable communica-
tion networks that enable them
to build future partnerships, in
order to serve the needs of their
institutions in all sectors, and
enable them to form a compre-
hensive understanding of the
foundations of anticipating the
future by enhancing means of in-
novation in creating administra-
tive and organisational solutions
that contribute to achieving the
goals of these institutions that
are directly in the service of the
nation and the citizen”

He added: “We at QLC are
committed to implementing the
vision of establishing the centre
and the strategy approved by the
Board of Directors in developing
an environment that encourages
the exchange of ideas and ex-
pertise. This forum comes as the
center celebrates its 15th anni-
versary to be a new platform and
an effective tool that contributes
to shaping the future of lead-
ership in Qatar and to support
lifelong learning for this target
group and provide opportunities
to build strategic relationships
that contribute to supporting
development and administrative
excellence at the level of lead-
ership in the public and private
sectors in the country. With the
rapid changes in the world, we
hope to be a tributary to present -
ing and displaying the Qatari ex-
perience in leadership, whether
in managing institutions or or-
ganising international political,
economic, cultural, sports and
educational forums in line with
Qatar National Vision 2030

QLC also announced that the
Media City will be the official
media partner for the forum this
year.

Abdullah Mohammed Kha-
lifa al-Binali, general manager of
QLC, said: “We at QLC are de-

lighted to welcome Media City as
the official media partner for the
inaugural edition of the Leader-
ship Innovation Forum. Media
City is working to drive innova-
tion in the media sector and is
therefore a natural partner for
the Leadership Innovation Fo-
rum 2024. We look forward to a
successful collaboration.”

Engineer Jassim Mohammed
al-Khoori, CEO of Qatar Media
City, said: “As a media partner,
we are proud to support this stra-
tegic initiative with QLC, which
is in line with our direction and
mission to promote innovation
and to achieve the goals of Qatar
National Vision 2030. Our sup-
port for developing leadership
skills and empowering young
talent is a fundamental pillar for
the future of the creative scene
in Qatar. This initiative comes to
confirm our firm commitment to
strengthening Qatar’s position
as a regional centre of excellence
and supporting its pioneering
role in shaping the future of glo-
bal media”

The forum aims to be a lead-
ing platform in Qatar for lead-
ership development. The forum
will bring together the Center’s
alumni association, leadership
experts, and regional, interna-
tional speakers to discuss the
leadership aspirations and needs
of advanced societies, especially
in light of the rapid growth of AT
technology. The forum will fea-
ture 17 local and international
speakers; from Qatar and the
Middle East, South Korea, the
United States, the United King-
dom, and others, academics
and experts specialised in vari-
ous fields. These speakers and
experts will provide innovative
visions and strategies for

leadership in the digital age
through keynote speeches and
panel discussions.

UDST opens admissions
for Winter 2025 semester

with applied application, enabling our stu-

The Prospects for U.S. Democracy:
Contention, Crisis, and Continuity
% |

Participants in the discussion.

t Georgetown University in Qatar
A(GU-Q), in collaboration with

experts from Georgetown’s cam-
pus in Washington, DC, a distinguished
panel of political scientists delivered a
sobering analysis on ‘The Prospects for
US Democracy: Contention, Crisis, and
Continuity, warning that the outcome
of the 2024 US election could have pro-
found global implications far beyond
American borders.

GU-Q associate professor, Paul Mus-
grave didn’t mince words when dis-
cussing the potential foreign policy
consequences. “Everything’s up for
grabs” with a Donald Trump presidency,
he declared. From Trump’s unpredict-
able handling of global affairs to volatile
decisions on Israel, Gaza, and Ukraine,
Prof Musgrave stressed that “being un-
predictable is not a quality you want in

somebody who manages a global super-
power.”

By contrast, Musgrave pointed out
that a Kamala Harris presidency would
likely continue the approach of the cur-
rent administration. “It’s actually very
easy to talk about Kamala Harris’ for-
eign policy. If Harris is elected, it will be
mostly like Joe Biden’s,” he explained.

While Musgrave painted a picture of
the global uncertainties tied to the elec-
tion, GU-Q Prof Clyde Wilcox turned
the spotlight inward, focusing on
threats to US democracy itself. “Don-
ald Trump is no ordinary candidate,”
he cautioned, noting the former presi-
dent’s repeated attempts to undermine
the 2020 election. “He’s going to try to
do it again,” Wilcox warned, describ-
ing how Trump’s unchecked influence
could unravel democratic norms. “He’s

a lot angrier... and very much less co-
herent” than he was eight years ago, he
added, illustrating the heightened risks
this time around.

While the panel dissected the per-
sonal and political forces at play, Geor-
getown University associate profes-
sor, Hans Noel shifted the discussion
to broader political science principles.
Noel explained: “Journalists tend to
focus on the personalities of the candi-
dates,” but fundamentals like the econ-
omy and partisan breakdowns remain
the most critical factors, even though
Trump’s presence on the ballot compli-
cates the usual predictions.

The conversation also focused on the
critical issue of voter access, with GU
assistant professor Jamil Scott bringing
the discussion back to the grassroots.
“It’s wonderful that they’re joyful,”
Scott noted, referencing the resilience
of voters standing in long lines. “But
they’re standing in really long lines to
vote” She highlighted how restrictive
voter ID laws disproportionately affect
communities of colour, creating barriers
that could influence the election out-
come. “Race and gender are weaved into
this in ways that seem innocuous, but
are endemic to how American politics
is at work,” she concluded, highlighting
the complex dynamics that make it dif-
ficult to predict a victor.

By the end of the public talk, one
message was clear: the 2024 US election
isn’t just a routine contest for power —
it’s a pivotal moment that could reshape
the future of democracy and alter the
course of global politics.

'[ ]'niversity of Doha for Science and
Technology (UDST) has announced
that admissions for the Winter 2025

semester are now open, offering a variety

of master’s, bachelor’s, and diploma pro-
grammes.

Prospective students, including Qatari
nationals and children of Qatari women
who are eligible for tuition fee exemptions
for undergraduate programmes, are encour -
aged to apply via the university’s website
(www.udst.edu.qa). Applicants must meet
the admission requirements to their respec-
tive programmes. Additionally, applicants
are required to pass the University’s English
and Math Placement Tests.

UDST President Dr Salem Al-Naemi em-
phasised the university’s mission in shaping
the future of Qatar, stating: “University of
Doha for Science and Technology is com-
mitted to providing a distinguished edu-
cational experience that combines theory

dents to achieve leadership in various fields,
especially in science, technology, and inno-
vation”

UDST believes that true education lies
in the practical application of theoretical
knowledge. Therefore, students are provid-
ed with a variety of advanced facilities and
laboratories, enabling them to apply what
they have learned in a simulated real-world
environment. This approach ensures that
the university’s graduates are well -prepared
for the job market by equipping them with
the practical skills and critical thinking
necessary for success in their professional
careers.

The university offers more than 70 inno-
vative programmes across five main colleg-
es: Engineering and Technology, Business,
Computing and Information Technology,
Health Sciences, and General Education.

(QNA)
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The key to
unlocking the
benefits of trade

Supply chains form the backbone of international commerce,
representing over half the value of global merchandise trade. They also
create large numbers of jobs and lower the bar for countries and companies
to participate in the world economy. But the finance underpinning supply
chains is inadequate, leaving too many small businesses in emerging and
developing economies cut off from the benefits of global trade.

Supply-chain networks bring together raw materials, parts,
services, and other inputs from multiple countries. The firms within
these networks depend on short-term supply-chain finance to avoid
being squeezed between upfront payments to their suppliers and late
payments by their buyers. Such financing enables a large share of global
trade, and for small firms in developing countries, it is essential.

At the global level, supply-chain finance is one of the fastest growing
segments of trade finance, with BCR’s World Supply Chain Finance
Report 2024 estimating its value at around $2.3tn. But only some are
benefiting from this expansion. While large multinational corporations
and developed economies have seamlessly integrated supply-
chain finance into their procurement networks, most businesses in
developing countries remain on the sidelines.

For these firms - most of which are micro, small, and medium-size
enterprises (MSMESs) - securing supply-chain finance from local banks
is a significant challenge, owing to weak legal frameworks, inadequate
technological infrastructure, and prohibitively high costs. This limits
many firms’ ability to grow and thrive, and their countries cannot reap
the full benefits of global trade.

Data from joint trade-finance surveys conducted by the
International Finance Corporation and the World Trade Organisation
illustrate the extent of the problem. Even in countries like Vietnam and

Cambodia - where many
small firms have managed

to tap into supply chains

in sectors like textiles and
consumer electronics despite
operating primarily on a cash
basis - shortages of supply-
chain finance are causing
economic harm.

Although 50% of these
countries’ trade is supply-
chain related, only 0.5% of
their trade is supported by
supply-chain finance from
local financial institutions.
As aresult, local firms not
only face constant financial
pressure and higher exit
rates; they also are unable
to generate the investment

resources that are so important for moving up the value chain.

The benefits that would come from increasing supply-chain finance in
developing economies are substantial. WTO research shows that a10%
increase in the use of international factoring (the main type of supply-
chain finance, used primarily by MSMEs to secure immediate cash against
their unpaid outstanding invoices) can boost countries’ trade by 1%.

Expanding access to supply-chain-finance tools also could
significantly increase participation in trade, especially by MSMEs in
developing countries. And that, in turn, would help raise incomes,
reduce poverty, and foster greater financial inclusion.

For their part, multilateral development banks can do much more to
catalyse supply-chain finance in developing countries. Multilateral lenders
must commit to co-ordinating their efforts with governments, industry
associations, and local and international financial institutions.

Such collaboration could advance multiple objectives. First, it could
strengthen the legal frameworks for supply-chain finance where they
are weak or non-existent, as well as building greater capacity among
regulators and policymakers.

Second, by training market participants and regulators in global best
practices, international organisations can help standardise credit data
reporting, solvency rules, and enforcement mechanisms. Third, they
can promote digitalisation by supporting the development of essential
technological infrastructure. And fourth, they can provide financing
and technical assistance to banks and other providers of supply-chain
finance in emerging markets, which will increase product availability.

By working together, multilateral organisations, governments, and
financial institutions can unlock the full potential of supply-chain
finance, thus promoting trade and financial inclusion in the world’s most
underserved regions. When it comes to driving development, increasing
supply-chain finance is low-hanging fruit. Given its significant potential to
deliver gains for employment, trade, and growth, plucking it could advance
abroad range of global development objectives. — Project Syndicate
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The global economy’s
hidden weaknesses

By Eswar Prasad
lthaca

fter a tumultuous couple
of years, the global
economy finally seems
to be in recovery mode.
But beneath a placid surface
of falling inflation and rising
overall growth lie considerable
inconsistencies, weaknesses, and
tensions, reflected in tanking
private-sector confidence.

The latest update of the
Brookings-Financial Times
Tracking Indexes for the Global
Economic Recovery (TIGER)
shows that, while global growth
is gaining momentum, it remains
weak, disjointed, and driven
largely by the continued strong
performance of just one economy:
the US. In fact, though a few
economies — especially the US
and India - are operating in
high gear, most of the advanced
economies and many emerging-
market economies, including
China, are decelerating,
hamstrung by rising debt burdens
and feckless policymaking.

With the global economy’s
prospects unclear, political
uncertainty gripping many
countries, and geopolitical
tensions running high, low
business and consumer
confidence may come as no
surprise. But there is a notable
disconnect between weak
private-sector confidence and
both financial conditions (which
have improved) and stock-market
performance (which has been
relatively strong, even in some
countries with poor growth
prospects).

This disconnect is apparent
even in the US, where a soft
landing is now in clear view,
as inflation falls gradually in a
context of falling unemployment
and robust domestic demand.
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Strong wage growth, together
with a rising stock market (which
portends healthy corporate
earnings), augur sustained
growth. The US Federal Reserve is
well positioned to continue on the
path of gradual interest-rate cuts.

Even so, consumer confidence
has deteriorated, reflecting a
general dissatisfaction with the
state of the US economy - a
sentiment that will play a key role in
next month’s presidential election.
There are also acute risks on the
horizon, particularly America’s
rising public debt — which both
candidates’ policy agendas would
make worse - that could threaten
macroeconomic stability.

Other advanced economies are
having a harder time. While some
southern European countries,
such as Spain and Greece, have
managed to pick up a bit of steam,
the core eurozone economies are
languishing. Germany is bogged
down by high energy costs,
creaky industrial infrastructure,
stagnant productivity, and rising
export competition from China,
while France faces severe fiscal
problems that portend further
economic and political instability.
Amid lacklustre growth and
falling inflation, the European
Central Bank has had little choice
but to continue cutting rates, even
though services inflation and
wage growth remain persistently
high.

The United Kingdom, for its
part, seems to have gained some
economic traction - thanks not
least to monetary loosening - but
business investment continues
to decline, productivity growth
remains anaemic, and fiscal
risks loom large. As for Japan,
its central bank has broken with
its peers, raising interest rates
to prop up the yen and stem
rising inflation, but this will do
little to encourage household
consumption.
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Even China - long the global
economy’s main growth engine
- is floundering. To be sure, a
new round of monetary and fiscal
stimulus, together with measures
to bolster property prices and
strengthen commercial banks’
balance sheets, promise to give
aboost to the real-estate and
equity markets. But the policies
that have been announced so
far will likely prove insufficient
to overcome deflationary
pressures arising from weak
domestic demand. Private-sector
confidence has taken a severe
beating in recent years — owing
largely to a lack of clear policy
direction from the government
- and this has undermined
household consumption and
business investment.

To get its economy back
on track, China will have to
introduce a new set of well-
targeted fiscal-policy measures,
including income support for
households, tax cuts, and a
restructuring of fiscal relations
between the central government
and local authorities. At the
same time, the government must
pursue deeper structural reforms
aimed at reviving productivity
growth and restoring business
confidence - no easy feat.

India has emerged as a bright
spot in the global economy.
Thanks to strong infrastructure
investment and the rapid
expansion of high-value-added
manufacturing and services
sectors, growth has been robust.
Increased consumer spending and
healthy bank balance sheets have
countered the headwinds arising
from still-high inflation and weak
agricultural-sector performance,
while prudent monetary and fiscal
policy have bolstered financial
markets.

Moreover, India stands to
benefit from two global trends:
the decline in global interest

rates could stimulate capital
flows into the country, and the
drive by many major economies
to shift supply chains away

from China could lead to higher
investment in, and exports from,
India. Nearby Indonesia is also
proving to be a steady performer,
thanks partly to a strong policy
framework that appeals to foreign
investors.

In Latin America, while Brazil
and Mexico appear on track to
record healthy growth, many other
countries are grappling with large
budget deficits, unsustainable debt
burdens, exchange-rate volatility,
and falling demand from China,
one of the region’s leading export
markets. Meanwhile, though
Russia’s economy and financial
markets have withstood Western
sanctions reasonably well, the
war against Ukraine will diminish
the country’s long-term growth
potential.

The relative calm that has taken
hold in the global economy gives
policymakers around the world an
opportunity to tackle underlying
obstacles to growth. This means
bringing public finances under
control, fostering household and
business confidence, and devising
clear policy frameworks to boost
productivity growth. Concrete
steps to improve the functioning
of labour, product, and financial
markets are essential. — Project
Syndicate

[Caroline Smiltneks, a student
at Cornell University, contributed
to this commentary.]

® Eswar Prasad, Professor of
Economics at the Dyson School
at Cornell University, is a senior
fellow at the Brookings Institution
and the author of The Future
of Money: How the Digital
Revolution Is Transforming
Currencies and Finance (Harvard
University Press, 2021).
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The United Kingdom, for its part, seems to have gained some economic traction - thanks not least to monetary loosening - but business investment
continues to decline, productivity growth remains anaemic, and fiscal risks loom large.
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QF signs agreement to
expand school network

Offilals at the signing cermony.

atar Foundation (QF) has

signed an agreement with

two local companies, Al
AsmaRT Real Estate Development
and Khaled Bin Nasser Hamad Al
Thani Group Holding to construct
the Tariq Bin Ziad Preparatory and
Secondary Schools in Education
City.

The agreement aims to create a
school that blends Qatari heritage
with academic excellence, com-
plementing the existing Tariq Bin
Ziad School and expanding the
educational services it provides
to include children up to the age
of 18.

The two new buildings consist
of separate facilities for boys and
girls, each featuring classrooms,
art studios, sports halls, play-
grounds, and science labs. These
facilities will help create a com-
prehensive and functional envi-
ronment that supports both stu-
dents and teaching staff.

Sheikh Abdullah bin Kha-
lid Nasser Hamad al-Thani, the
chairman of KBN Group Holding,
said: “In collaboration with Qa-
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tar Foundation, we are privileged
to contribute to the advancement
of education in Qatar by playing
a key role in the construction of
Tariq Bin Ziad School. This part-
nership reflects our steadfast ded-
ication to building a world-class
educational infrastructure that
empowers future generations”

Abeer al-Khalifa, president, QF
Pre-University Education, said:
“The expansion of Tariq Bin Ziad
School, which has long nurtured
many of the nation’s leaders, rep-
resents a significant milestone
in Qatar Foundation’s journey to
building a distinguished knowl-
edge-based society. Through this
expansion, which includes the
addition of a preparatory and sec-
ondary schools, we aim to solidify
the school’s position as a leading
educational institution that com-
bines academic excellence with
a deep connection to Qatar’s na-
tional identity.

“This expansion will open new
opportunities for a larger number
of students to benefit from our in-
novative educational programmes,

which focus on developing critical
thinking and creativity while fos-
tering national pride. This step is
part of our vision to prepare a gen-
eration of qualified leaders who
will contribute to driving progress
in Qatar?”

Dr Maha al-Romaihi, direc-
tor of Tariq Bin Ziad School, said:
“We are thrilled to embark on this
transformational journey with our
new partners to create a world-
class campus that not only meets
the highest international stand-
ards but also honours the rich her-
itage and legacy of Tariq Bin Ziad
School.

“This new campus will con-
tinue our school’s story, blending
tradition with modernity to shape
the future of our students and
community”

Tarig Bin Ziad Preparatory
School currently operates in a
temporary facility in Al Sadd, sup-
ported by the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Education. Once
construction is complete, the
school will relocate to its perma-
nent campus in Education City.

Arab humanrights committee concludes
discussion on Qatar’s third periodic report

he 25th session of the Arab

I Charter Committee on Hu-

man Rights has concluded

at the Arab League General Sec-

retariat headquarters in Cairo,

which discussed over two days the

third periodic report of Qatar, as a

party to the Arab Charter on Hu-
man Rights.

In a statement, the commit-
tee praised the welcome speech
delivered during the session by
HE the Minister of State for In-
ternational Co-operation Lolwah
bint Rashid AlKhater, in which
she presented a comprehensive
overview of the fundamental re-
forms undertaken by Qatar in the
field of human rights, noting Qa-
tar’s firm commitment to human
rights principles and constructive
co-operation with the committee.
She also provided concrete exam-
ples of these reforms through spe-
cific programmes and projects in
several areas, including women'’s
empowerment, child protection,
and promoting the rights of per-
sons with disabilities.

The statement, delivered by
Acting Director of Human Rights
Department at the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs Dr Reem bint Ali

Ibrahim al-Derham, indicated
that the session addressed various
aspects of the human rights record
in Qatar.

The discussions focused on
main axes, including the goals of
the Charter, the right to equal-
ity and non-discrimination, the
right to life and physical integrity,
combating slavery and human
trafficking, the judiciary and the
right to accessiit, civil and political
freedoms, the right to individual
property and freedom of opin-
ion and expression, protection of
the family, especially women and
children, the right to work, the
right to development, the right to
health, and the rights of persons
with disabilities.

The committee noted that it
held a closed meeting with Qatar’s
National Human Rights Commit-
tee (NHRC) to discuss the human
rights situation in the country
from the NHRC’s perspective.

The statement also noted the
speeches made at the opening
session, in which Chairman of the
Arab Charter Committee on Hu-
man Rights Counsellor Jaber Saleh

al-Marri congratulated Qatar on
its re-election as a member of UN
Human Rights Council, and ex-
pressed his hope that this election
would contribute to strengthen-
ing the State’s efforts in the field
of protecting human rights at the
international level.

In the same context, Assistant
Secretary-General and Head of the
Media and Communication Sec-
tor at the Arab League ambassador
Ahmed Rashid Khattabi praised the
efforts of the Arab Charter Com-
mittee on Human Rights in enhanc-
ing the protection of human rights,
stressing the League’s commitment
to supporting these efforts by pro-
viding the necessary expertise and
logistical support.

Chairman of the Permanent Arab
Committee on Human Rights am-
bassador Talal al-Mutairi said that
discussing the third periodic report
of Qatar is a translation of the ef-
forts made by the country in the
field of human rights, praising the
space provided by the Arab Charter
Committee during its sessions to
look at the future of human rights
in the region and discuss ways to
enhance and protect them. (QNA)

Qatar Charity signs
deal to set up Islamic
complex in Turkiye

atar Charity (QC) signed

an  agreement with

Turkiye’s Presidency of
Reli 's Affairs to establish an
Islamic complex in the Kahra-
manmaras Province in southern
Turkiye.

The signing ceremony was at-
tended by President of Religious
Affairs Dr Ali Erbas and CEO’s
assistant for the Resources De-
velopment and Communication
sector at Qatar Charity Ahmad
Yousef Fakhroo, in addition to
Secretary-General of the In-
ternational Union for Muslim
Scholars Dr Ali al-Qaradaghi.

This agreement comes within
the framework of a series of re-
construction projects for earth-
quake-affected areas in southern
Turkiye, aimed at reducing the
damages caused by the disaster

and further strengthening the
Qatari-Turkish bond.

According to the agreement,
the projects to be implemented
within the framework of the
complex will include a mosque,
a Qur’an memorisation centre,
a Qur’anic sciences centre, resi-
dential units for staff, a youth
centre, alibrary, student housing
and a lecture hall.

Marking the occasion, Dr
Ali Erbas said: “Today, we are
signing an agreement with Qa-
tar Charity in Kahramanmaras
to implement a large charita-
ble project, that will include a
mosque and a religious acad-
emy.”

He added that facilities will
serve as a centre for nurturing a
generation of Imams and a source
of knowledge. He hoped that

construction would begin soon
and benefit the Kahramanmaras
city and the entire Turkiye.

For his part, Ahmad Yousef
Fakhroo expressed his pleasure
in signing the agreement for
the establishment of an Islamic
complex in Kahramanmaras,
aimed at compensating for the
loss caused by the destruction
of several religious facilities
and mosques due to the earth-
quake.

The reconstruction projects
implemented or underway by
Qatar Charity in the Turk-
ish provinces affected by the
earthquake include support for
infrastructure in the educa-
tion, health, industry and shel-
ter sectors, in accordance with
several agreements signed pre-
viously. (QNA)

Labour ministry briefs students
on academic paths at career fair

he Ministry of Labour,
I through its Department
of Qualifying and Skills
Development, participated in the
career fair organised by Hayat
Universal School, aimed at in-
troducing students to various
educational institutions across
multiple academic disciplines,
helping them identify and select
their future academic paths.
The ministry’s participation
aligns with its ongoing efforts to

connect students and graduates
with academic fields that are in
demand in the labour market.
This initiative supports the
objectives of the Third National
Development Strategy 2024-
2030, which aims to cultivate a
competent, motivated and com-
petitive national workforce, as
well as a highly skilled expatriate
workforce in the private sector.
During the fair, officials from
the Qualifying and Skills Devel -

opment Department provided
students with comprehensive
information and insights about
promising university majors,
vocational readiness initia-
tives and programmes, summer
training opportunities, and job
qualification processes. These
initiatives are designed to equip
students with the necessary
skills and knowledge to suc-
cessfully enter the labour mar-
ket in the future. (QNA)

QRCS celebrates Gulf Red Crescent Day

he Qatar Red Crescent So-
Tciety (QRCS) celebrated

Gulf Red Crescent Day un-
der the slogan “Gulf Red Cres-
cent... Giving to All”

In a speech during the celebra-
tion, Director of Communication
and Fundraising Division at QRCS,
Mohamed Ahmed al-Bishri, ex-
pressed pride on the annual occa-
sion, which stems from the spirit
of brotherhood and shared posi-
tions among the Red Crescent so-
cieties of the Gulf Co-operation
Council (GCC) countries.

He emphasised that these so-
cieties share common goals and
visions regarding the present and
future of Gulf humanitarian work.
He pointed out that this year’s slo-
gan carries a significant message:
Gulf humanitarian work is driven
by the desire to give, do good,
and provide help without seeking
anything in return. It serves all
members of society and extends
a helping hand to anyone in need,
without bias or discrimination.

He said that this has always

been the approach of every-
one who belongs to the Gulf Red
Crescent family, which spares no
effort in serving humanity wher-
ever needed. He also noted that
the Red Crescent societies of the
GCC countries set an excellent
example of co-ordination and
harmony, whether in managing
bilateral relations or addressing
joint issues through organisation-
al, specialised committees under
the umbrella of the GCC Gen-
eral Secretariat. Among these are

the Committee of Heads of GCC
Red Crescent Societies, for which
QRCS hosted its 20th meeting in
May 2024, the 12th meeting of the
Media and Awareness Officials
Committee in Doha in December
2023, and the Permanent Com-
mittee for Volunteering Work in
GCC Red Crescent Societies.
Al-Bishri highlighted that,
for decades, the world has not
witnessed a humanitarian trag-
edy more horrific and brutal than
what Gaza has been enduring

with bombings,
starvation, and siege for over a
year. The death toll has reached

displacement,

unprecedented numbers, with
the wounded and nearly 2mn
displaced residents, essentially
the entire population of the Gaza
Strip. He stressed that QRCS did
not stand idly by in the face of this,
but has worked with all its capa-
bilities to provide aid to the Pal-
estinian people. QRCS has a long
history of humanitarian and de-
velopment work in Gaza through

its representative office there,
which has implemented dozens
of humanitarian and development
projects since its establishment in
2008, with a total cost exceeding
$130mn.

He also highlighted QRCS’ con-
tribution since Oct 7, 2023, by de-
livering 116 planeloads as part of
Qatar’s airlift to transport succes-
sive humanitarian aid shipments
from Doha to Arish, Egypt. Ad-
ditionally, QRCS provided part of
the cargo on one of the Qatari aid
ships, bringing the total to 4,766
tonnes of aid to meet the needs of
Gaza’s residents for food, shelter,
healthcare, water, and sanitation.
The number of beneficiaries from
this aid is estimated at about 1mn
Palestinians so far, with a total
cost exceeding $13mn.

Regarding Lebanon, al-Bishri
mentioned that the recent escala-
tion in military clashes has wors-
ened the already dire economic
and living conditions that refu-
gees and the host community have
been facing for years, amid ongo-

ing waves of displacement and
limited resources available to the
responding agencies.

He explained that QRCS, as al-
ways, was one of the first humani-
tarian organisations to provide
food, health and relief assistance
through co-ordination between its
representative office in Lebanon
and the Lebanese Red Cross.

QRCS also contributed to the
ongoing daily airlift from Qatar to
Lebanon and has already begun the
first phase of distributing urgent
assistance to displaced and af-
fected families, including blankets,
mattresses, food, personal hygiene
items and drinking water. Al-Bishri
also pointed out that these ongoing
humanitarian efforts are not limited
to emergency responses to conflicts,
but also take into account the onset
of winter, which poses a real ordeal
for thousands of vulnerable, refu-
gee and displaced families. For this
reason, QRCS recently launched its
annual Warm Winter campaign for
2024-2025 under the slogan “Their
Warmth Is Our Duty” (QNA)
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Katara art show focuses
on Qatari women’s role
in history and heritage

he Cultural Village Foun-

I dation - Katara yesterday

opened the first private ex-

hibition of the Qatari visual artist

Noura al-Mazrouei, titled ‘Har-

eem Lawal), marking the Public
Diplomacy Day in Katara.

General Manager of Katara Prof
Khalid Ibrahim al-Sulaiti empha-
sised the importance of the exhi-
bition as a platform to document
stories and traditions that have
shaped the conspicuous Qatari
cultural identity. He added that
the event helps promote under-
standing and respect for the ep-
ochal history of Qatar as a tes-
tament to the tight-knit Qatari
community.

Prof al-Sulaiti affirmed that the
exhibition shines a spotlight on
beauty and identity, as well as the
Qatari women’s life in the ancient
times, reflecting the strength and
innovation of the Qatari women
during that time.

Regarding her exhibition, al-
Mazrouei said this art experi-
ence demonstrates her deep-
rooted connection with the
history of the Qatari women, as
portrayed in her paintings that
highlight the role of women in
the Qatari society and their de-
termination to maintain invet-

erate traits and values, adding
that she hopefully looks for-
ward to seeing visitors interact
with art stories the exhibition
showcases to essentially feel the

entrenched heritage of Qatari
women.

The exhibition showcases 21
paintings and is set to run until
Nov 1. It highlights the epochal

and groundbreaking art move-
ment in Qatar that demonstrates
the life of Qatari women combin-
ing the spirit of the past and the
present. (QNA)

‘.!'tjl_iud
SAFARI

L e

Oatar

oo | amgall  egyld dlaaw
Fresh Sea Bass Doha kg

A s | eiliusl ekl g i ool
Pakistan Beef with Bone 1kg

ot | s lae lis
Fresh Squid Big Oman 1kg

Par Customer 2 Tray Ondy*®

LTEN -ae e

oz | padljlel sgeul i dangy dlau
Fresh Black Pomfret UAE kg

a3 | grae Ol
Pomegranate Egypt Tkg

s | glor plalels

A o pos e opdn i L
Snickers Mini 180gm x 2pcs

pos gl ala
Apple Iran Tkg

fun I x o PEN podalods wdidls igls
Heinz Tomato Ketchup 342gm x 1pc s | lagsl joo

Banana Ecuador kg

Purchase limit may apply, (0Fer valid until stocks st &asdl sl eis wyle gapeil alpibual) syas clia ggsy

BASMATI f'-}'-!'.\ well

LICE
Spend OR.50/- & get an E-Raffle coupon to Win 25 MG 2024 Car
Win 4 Car in Every Lucky Draw

(First Prize: MG RX8 2024 Car x & Winners,
Second Prize: MGS 2024 Car x 18 Winners)

Fourth Lucky Draw on: 08-12-2024

Ponalet Extier Siana JTrisien Whes Chicken Wihoot Giliets
Pruiket Entier Samn Atatn Comgtht

Par Customer 2pcs Only*®

i

-_&E Ausle LA Lul_;_-,.-.'n.lﬂ,lg_n_uj@])ﬂ

Al Ral Sunflower Oil
1.BLtr % Tpc

Gps | paa P Lols alas s gl ales
Golden Phoenix Whole Chicken
1200gm x Ipc

at Salnn Hypormarkst, industrial Area
Gun oo o s gl gls ool pgmgliss
Kohinoor Everyday Basmati Rice

This promuolion is available at all satari cutlats,
except Satarl Hypermarkel, Birkat Al Awamer
4.5kg x 1pc =M

Safari Mall, Abu Hamour, Tel; +974 44191441, Safari Hypermarket, Salwa Road, Tel: +974 44099088, Safari Hypermarket, Al Khor, Tel: +974 44482555,
Safari Hypermarket, Barwa Village, Tel: +974 44118704, Safari Hypermarket, Industrial Area, Tel: +974 44689058, Safari Hypermarket, Birkat Al Awamer, Tel: +974 44188699

LTER R P ug.l:L*}-,J.l.lgLn igauslo
Maxwell House 95gm x 2pcs

www.facebook.com/safarihypermarket www.instagram.com/safarimallgatar




	GT-MAIN-2410_P01
	GT-MAIN-2410_P02
	GT-MAIN-2410_P03
	GT-MAIN-2410_P04
	GT-MAIN-2410_P05
	GT-MAIN-2410_P06
	GT-MAIN-2410_P07
	GT-MAIN-2410_P08
	GT-MAIN-2410_P09
	GT-MAIN-2410_P10
	GT-MAIN-2410_P11
	GT-MAIN-2410_P12
	GT-MAIN-2410_P13
	GT-MAIN-2410_P14
	GT-MAIN-2410_P15
	GT-MAIN-2410_P16

