
Israeli strikes hit
south Beirut

US against protracted 
Israeli war in Lebanon

Canada slashes 
immigration

‘N Korean troops are
already in Kursk’

Lebanon state media said 
an Israeli strike hit Beirut’s 
southern suburbs yesterday, 
shortly after Israel issued 
evacuation warnings for the 
Hezbollah bastion. “Israeli 
warplanes launched a new 
strike a short while ago on the 
Choueifat” area, Lebanon’s 
off icial National News Agency 
said. AFPTV footage showed a 
plume of smoke rising from the 
targeted site.

The United States does not want 
a protracted Israeli campaign 
in Lebanon, US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken said 
yesterday, a month into Israel’s 
military onslaught against the 
Iranian-backed Lebanese group 
Hezbollah. Blinken also said 
he hoped Iran was getting a 
clear message that any further 
attacks on Israel risked its 
own interests, with the region 
awaiting the retaliation Israel 
has vowed for an Iranian missile 
barrage on Oct. 1.

Canada said yesterday it 
was significantly curbing 
immigration targets in an 
eff ort to “pause” population 
growth, a shift that comes as 
public support for immigration 
declines. This marks a big 
pivot for a country with a 
long-standing reputation as 
a destination for immigrants, 
including economic migrants 
from the developing world 
seeking better living conditions. 
Canada’s population jumped 
3.2% from 2023 to 2024, the 
biggest annual rise since 1957, 
and now stands at 41mn. Page 9

Ukraine’s military intelligence 
service said yesterday that the 
first North Korean units trained 
in Russia had been deployed 
in the Kursk region, a Russian 
border area where Ukrainian 
forces staged a major incursion 
in August. “The first units of the 
military from the DPRK, which 
were trained at the eastern 
Russian training grounds, have 
already arrived in the combat 
zone of the Russian-Ukrainian 
war,” Ukraine said. A total of 
around 12,000 North Korean 
troops, including 500 off icers 
and three generals, are training 
at five military bases in Russia.”
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani met yesterday at his office 
in Lusail Palace US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken, and the accompanying 
delegation. The meeting focused on strengthening the strategic relations between 
Qatar and the US, as well as discussing the latest regional and international 
developments of mutual concern, particularly the situation in Gaza, the occupied 
Palestinian territories, and Lebanon. Efforts related to joint diplomatic mediation 
aimed at achieving a ceasefire were also addressed. HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani attended the meeting. (QNA)

Amir meets US secretary of state

Gaza truce talks to 
resume in Doha

By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

HE the Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 

al-Thani yesterday announced that US and 
Israeli delegations will arrive in Doha in the 
coming days to participate in Gaza cease-
fi re negotiations, adding that Qatar has 
communicated with Hamas leaders after 
the killing of the Palestinian movement’s 
political bureau chief Yahya Sinwar.

Addressing a joint press conference with 
US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken 
in Doha, HE Sheikh Mohammed said the 
teams will discuss ways in which a break-
through can be achieved but did not spec-
ify when these negotiations will be held or 
whether Hamas will participate. 

Blinken said that negotiators will meet 
“in the coming days” to discuss reaching a 
truce in the Gaza Strip and releasing hos-
tages, renewing his call for Israel and Ha-
mas to reach an agreement.

Blinken told reporters after talks in Qa-
tar, the main mediator in the negotiations, 
“We talked about options to take advan-
tage of this moment and the next steps to 
move the process forward, and I expect our 
negotiators to meet in the coming days.”

A senior Hamas offi  cial told AFP yester-
day that the group had told Egyptian offi  -
cials it was ready to stop fi ghting in Gaza if 
Israel committed to a ceasefi re deal.

HE the Prime Minister expressed Qa-
tar’s condemnation of the Israeli block-
ade on northern Gaza, denouncing the 
systematic bombing of hospitals and 
refugee camps and the escalation of the 
situation to the point of “dropping ex-

plosive barrels on our brothers in Gaza”.
HE Sheikh Mohammed said: “First, I 

would like to welcome my colleague, An-
thony Blinken, US Secretary of State. Of 
course, we meet after a year has passed 
since the war on the Gaza Strip and the de-
velopment of this confl ict reaching Leba-
non and other regions in the Middle East. 

“The meeting was important and fruit-
ful, as we had the opportunity to discuss 
the latest developments in the war on Gaza 
and the path to reaching a solution and the 
ongoing joint eff orts between Qatar, the 
United States of America, the Arab Repub-
lic of Egypt and partners in the region to 
reach a solution to stop the war and release 
the hostages and prisoners.

 “Unfortunately, from the beginning of 
this war, we have been warning against the 
development and expansion of the confl ict 
to other regions in the Middle East, and we 
see that the war has expanded to Lebanon 
and other regions. Therefore, discussion 
on ways to stop the war on Lebanon took 
up a large part of our discussions in order 
to reach an urgent solution to stop this ag-
gression against our brotherly Lebanon 
and to adhere to the Security Council reso-
lutions, especially Resolution 1701. 

 “Unfortunately, in the past few days, 
we have seen an increase in Israeli at-
tacks on the Gaza Strip, especially in the 
northern region. We condemn this siege 
on northern Gaza and the systematic 
bombing of hospitals and refugee camps. 
We have seen the situation develop into 
the dropping of explosive barrels on our 
brothers in Gaza. We believe that this 
painful phase that we are going through in 
the region must end as soon as possible in 
order to protect the innocent and civilians 
in the region.”  To Page 6

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani addressing a joint press conference with US 
Secretary of State Anthony Blinken in Doha yesterday.

Qatar condemns siege of northern Gaza; 
bombing of hospitals and refugee camps

17 massacred in Israeli 
strike on Gaza school
Cairo
AFP/Reuters

Rescuers in central Gaza said an Israe-
li strike yesterday killed at least 17 
people at a school-turned-shelter.

Al-Shuhada school in Nuseirat refu-
gee camp, where Hamas authorities said 
displaced Palestinians had sought refuge, 
was the latest target in a series of attacks 
on similar facilities across the Gaza Strip in 
recent months.

Palestinian resistance movement Ha-
mas media offi  ce said that “thousands of 
displaced people were sheltering in the 
school, most of them children and wom-
en.”

In recent months, Israeli forces have 
struck several schools-turned-shelters 
across Gaza, with the military maintaining 
that it has targeted militants.

In a statement, Hamas called the lat-
est strike “criminal” and reported many 
“women and children” among its victims.

In the northern section of the enclave, 
where the area around the town of Jabalia 
has been the target of a weeks-long op-
eration, the military said it had evacuated 
large numbers of people and detained more 
than 200 suspected militants.

Medics at the Indonesian Hospital, one of 
three facilities still operating in the area, said 
one of their colleagues was killed by Israeli 

fi re and another detained on his way to work.
Health offi  cials at the three hospitals, 

which say they have run out of medical, 
food and fuel supplies, refused Israeli or-
ders to evacuate the facilities or leave pa-
tients unattended.

The operation in the north has fuelled 
fears among Palestinians that Israeli forces 
are clearing the area in order to create an 
uninhabited buff er zone for the military 
after the war or to pave the way for the re-
turn of settlers who pulled out of Gaza in 
2005. Israel has denied such plans.

As the war moves into its second year, 
the death toll from the Israeli campaign 
in Gaza is approaching 43,000, with the 
densely populated enclave in ruins and al-
most all of its population displaced.

Palestinians inspect the site of an Israeli 
strike on a school in Nuseirat in the central 
Gaza Strip yesterday.

‘Qatar in fi rst league of global genomic research’
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

Qatar is in the fi rst league of 
genomic research inter-
nationally, a top offi  cial of 

Qatar Health Programme Institute 
(QPHI) told Gulf Times yesterday.

Speaking on the sidelines of an 
event to announce the release of 
the genomic data of 25,000 Qa-
taris yesterday, Dr Said Ismail, 
acting president and chief scien-
tifi c operations offi  cer at QPHI 
noted that Qatar is at the helm of 
genomic research in the region 
and beyond.

“With regards to the position of 
Qatar regionally and globally, I can 
comfortably tell that Qatar is the 
leader in genomic research in the 
Arab world. And there are papers 
published by others who basically 
put Qatar at the helm of genomic 
research in the region. I can tell 

you even internationally, we are in 
the fi rst league.”

“When Qatar Genome Pro-
gramme was launched in 2014-
2015, it was among others like the 
Genomics England, the American 
programme, the Australian Ge-
nome Project. So our programme 
was at those early stages with the 
biggest players in the fi eld,” ex-
plained the scientist.

Dr Ismail noted that the fi ndings 

of these research eff orts will be fi rst 
published in high-impact scientifi c 
journals, which basically give an 
image for the research community 
in Qatar and shared with the clini-
cal care providers in the country.

“All the 25,000 sets of data are 
of Qataris. And very soon, there 
will be another 6,000 data sets of 
long-term residents in the coun-
try. This data is a goldmine for 
the research community in Qatar. 
Hundreds of researchers in Qa-
tar and their collaborators around 
the world have this very unique 
chance to look into the genomics 
of Qatar and the region,” he high-
lighted.

Dr Ismail said that most of the 
genomic data around the world 
belongs to people of European an-
cestry. “Little comes from other 
parts of the world, especially the 
Arab world. Now we are cover-
ing not only Qatar, but the whole 
region here. And this is basically 

By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

Marking a great milestone in 
the advancement of precision 
medicine in the country, the Qatar 
Precision Health Institute (QPHI) 
has released the genomic data 
of 25,000 Qatari nationals as 
well as announced new research 
initiatives. A special event at Qatar 
Foundation (QF) headquarters 
yesterday dwelt on the ongoing 
genomic research and highlighted 
that the unveiling of the 
genomic data can lead to several 

discoveries  which can aff irm 
Qatar’s leadership role in genomic 
research in the region and 
beyond. The event showcased 
the eff orts of QPHI, a centre for 
research and implementation 
under QF in genomic research 
and  its ongoing commitment 
to transforming healthcare 
through precision medicine. The 
institute continues to collaborate 
with local and global partners, 
shaping the future of healthcare 
and driving advancements 
that will benefit both Qatar and 
the global precision medicine 
community. To Page 6

Genomic data of 25,000 Qataris released Genomic data of 25,000 Qataris released 

Dr Said Ismail

very important because no one 
around the world can claim that he 
understands the human genome 
until he studies all geographies. So 

what’s happening here will reso-
nate and deliver not only for Qatar, 
but the whole region,” continued 
Dr Ismail.
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Amir sends cables 
of congratulations 
to president 
of Zambia

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, 
His Highness the Deputy Amir 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
al-Thani and HE the Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-
Thani sent yesterday cables of 
congratulations to President of 
Zambia Hakainde Hichilema on 
the anniversary of his country’s 
Independence Day. 

Amir congratulates 
Vietnam’s new 
president

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani sent 
a cable of congratulations to 
Luong Cuong on the occasion 
of his election and taking the 
constitutional oath as President 
of Vietnam, wishing him success 
in performing his duties, and 
the relations between the 
two friendly countries further 
progress and development. 
His Highness the Deputy Amir 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
al-Thani also sent a similar cable 
of congratulations to President 
Luong Cuong. (QNA)

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin 
Jassim al-Thani met yesterday with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who is visiting Qatar. 
The meeting focused on the strong strategic relations between Qatar and the United States and 
explored ways to further support and enhance them. The two sides also discussed the latest 
regional developments, with particular emphasis on the situation in Gaza, the occupied Palestinian 
territories, and ongoing joint mediation eff orts. Both sides stressed the urgent need to halt attacks, 
ensure the protection of civilians in northern Gaza, and discussed eff orts to de-escalate tensions in 
Lebanon. (QNA)

PM meets US Secretary of State

HE the Minister of Transport Jassim bin Saif al-Sulaiti met yesterday 
with President of the International Civil Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO) Council Salvatore Sciacchitano. During the meeting, they 
discussed ways to enhance Qatar-ICAO relations in civil aviation, 
key air transportation facilitation issues, as well as contributing to 
environment protection issues and carbon emissions mitigation 
research and development. Mohammed Faleh al-Hajri, in charge 
of managing the Qatar Civil Aviation Authority, Permanent 
Representative of the State of Qatar to the ICAO Council Essa 
Abdulla al-Malki, and Director of Air Transport Bureau at the ICAO 
Mohamed Khalifa Rahma attended the meeting. (QNA)

Transport minister meets 
ICAO Council president

Lusail University hosts 2nd career fair
QNA
Doha

Over the course of two days, 
Lusail University organ-
ised its 2nd career fair to 

provide a platform for students 
and graduates to access available 
job opportunities and discover 
practical training opportunities. 

The exhibition, which was in-
augurated by HE the President 
of Civil Service and Government 
Development Bureau Abdulaziz 
bin Nasser al-Khalifa, was at-
tended by more than 50 em-
ployers from various private and 
government sectors and institu-
tions operating in various fi elds, 
including education, fi nance, 
energy, and law fi rms, in a clear 
increase over the number of par-
ticipants in 2023 edition.

Marking the occasion, Direc-
tor of Student Life at Lusail Uni-
versity Talela Thani al-Kuwari 
emphasised the importance of 
the career fair as a direct link be-
tween students and the labour 
market. She noted that this event 
coincides with the university’s 
growth and continuous develop-
ment in various fi elds, refl ecting 
its commitment to providing its 

students with the necessary tools 
to face the challenges of the mod-
ern labour market.

She stressed that the university 
pays special attention to the pro-
fessional aspirations of students, 
and seeks to enhance their edu-
cational and professional skills 
until they graduate, through 
organising workshops, training 
courses, and exhibitions that fo-
cus on developing personal and 
academic skills, so that the uni-
versity can provide students with 
the changing requirements of the 
labour market. 

She highlighted that the par-

ticipating entities in the fair pro-
vided distinctive opportunities 
that are in line with the aspira-
tions of Lusail University stu-
dents in various fi elds, as these 
opportunities are valuable for 
students to learn about the best 
training opportunities and job 
off ers. The career fair also allows 
participating entities to com-
municate directly with students 
and attract promising graduates. 
Al-Kuwari urged all students to 
make the most of this unique op-
portunity, noting that their suc-
cess depends on interaction and 
eff ective participation in such 

events. The career fair included 
multiple awareness activities 
about the labour market and the 
required specialisations and nec-
essary skills. On the sidelines of 
the fair, CV writing workshops 
were presented to students with 
the aim of helping students write 
a professional CV.

The career fair is a unique op-
portunity for employers, stu-
dents, and graduates as well, as 
it provides employers with the 
opportunity to interact directly 
with students and graduates and 
allows them to attract young tal-
ents and recruit promising grad-

uates. The fair provides graduates 
and students with a window into 
their professional future, as this 
event allows them to gain insights 
into the available opportunities 
and requirements of the labour 
market. It also enables them to 
build valuable professional re-
lationships with employers and 
offi  cials in participating enti-
ties, which allows them to make 
sound decisions regarding their 
professional future, in addition 
to the opportunity to hold job in-
terviews with offi  cials from em-
ployers and institutions wishing 
to employ.

Labour ministry participates in Lusail University Career Fair

The Ministry of Labour, represented 
by its Departments of Qualifying 
and Skills Development and 
National Workforce Employment, 
participated in the second edition 
of the career fair organised by 
Lusail University.
In a statement, the ministry 
indicated that its participation in 
the fair is part of its ongoing eff orts 
to prepare and qualify the national 
workforce for the private sector 
labour market, in alignment with 
the Third National Development 
Strategy 2024-2030. This strategy 
aims to empower Qatari nationals 

and the children of Qatari 
women to become competitive 
participants in the labour market, 
establishing a foundation of 
national competencies within 
the private sector capable of 
driving significant transformations 
towards a more productive labour 
market across various economic 
sectors. It also seeks to attract 
skilled expatriate labour. Through 
its participation in the fair, the 
ministry aims to enhance and build 
upon the successful experience 
of last year’s edition by linking the 
academic sector with the needs of 

the labour market. This includes 
informing students and graduates 
about available job opportunities, 
encouraging them to leverage the 
academic support and summer 
training initiatives off ered by the 
ministry in various fields, and 
equipping them with the essential 
skills required by the private 
sector. The two-day fair provided 
a dynamic platform that brings 
together students and graduates 
seeking employment with 
representatives from both public 
sector and private companies. 
(QNA)

MoCI organises 
workshop on 
Intellectual 
Property Rights
 In co-operation with Qatar 
Development Bank (QDB), the 
Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry (MoCI) organized a 
workshop entitled ‘intellectual 
property rights between law 
and application’, in the presence 
of Assistant Undersecretary for 
Commerce Aff airs Ayed al-Qahtani 
and a number of entrepreneurs 
and owners of small and medium 
enterprises.
The workshop aimed to educate 
entrepreneurs and owners of 
small and medium enterprises 
about intellectual property rights 
and raise awareness of their 
importance. It also came within 
the MoCI’s eff orts to enhance the 
protection of intellectual property 
and disseminate it widely to ensure 
the achievement of the desired 
benefits.
The workshop covered several 
topics, mainly the definition 
of intellectual property rights, 
a review of the national and 
international legislation regulating 
them, and the general concepts of 
trademarks and their registration 
procedures. 
The Intellectual Property Rights 
Protection Department at the 
MOCI was also introduced, as 
well as its role and mechanism of 
work in registering trademarks, 
in addition to the benefits 
of intellectual property for 
companies and the foundations 
of the regulatory framework for 
industrial property. (QNA)

The Amiri Land Forces concluded the Nasr 2024 exercise, with the participation of friendly Korean 
forces, under the patronage of HE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Aff airs Dr 
Khalid bin Mohammed Al Attiyah and in the presence of HE the Chief of Staff  of the Armed Forces Staff  
Lieutenant-General (Pilot) Salem bin Hamad bin Aqeel al-Nabit. The exercise aimed to raise the level of 
the Qatari Armed Forces in all specialties, and raise eff iciency and combat readiness. A number of Qatari 
Armed Forces senior off icers attended the closing of the exercise. (QNA)

Chief of Staff attends Nasr 2024 closing
The Military Parade Center celebrated the 
conclusion of the 38th Infantry Competition of 
the Qatari Armed Forces for the year 2024, under 
the patronage of HE the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of State for Defence Aff airs Dr Khalid 
bin Mohamed al-Attiyah and in the presence of 
HE the Chief of Staff  of the Qatar Armed Forces 
Lieutenant General (Pilot) Salem bin Hamad 
al-Nabit. Several forces, branches, and units 
participated in the competition, with the General 
Command Support Force Company securing first 
place in the overall competition evaluation. 
The Military Police Command, the Parade Center 
Company, and the Armed Forces Music Battalion 
came in second place, while the Ahmed Bin 
Mohamed Military College Company took third 
place. The competition’s closing ceremony was 
attended by a number of senior commanders 
and off icers from the armed forces. (QNA)

Infantry competition held

Police Academy celebrates graduation of two Interpol senior leadership courses
The Police Academy’s Women’s Police 
Institute celebrated the graduation of two 
Interpol senior leadership programmes. 
The Interpol Senior Leadership Courses 
of Women in Law Enforcement and the 
Trainer Development are organised in co-
operation with the Ministry of Interior’s Arab 
and International Police Communications 
Department and the Interpol Global 
Academy Network. In attendance were 
Legal Adviser to HE the Minister of Interior 
and General Supervisor of the Police 
Academy, Major-General Dr Abdullah Yousef 
al-Mal, and deputy director of the Police 
Academy and director of the Police College 
Lt Col Fahd Saeed al-Subaie. The courses 

brought together 18 female police off icers 
of various military ranks up to the rank of 
Brigadier, from the State of Qatar and seven 

Arab countries. The programmes aimed 
to enhance the skills of the participants 
in important topics in modern leadership 

and management and the Interpol system 
and its rules. Director of Interpol Capacity 
Building and Training Jorge Fainstein 

Gastrell, stressed the importance of holding 
these courses, which demonstrate the 
great co-operation and concerted eff orts 
to achieve the desired goals, noting that 
these courses are an important step towards 
enhancing the professional competence 
of the participants, especially in the field of 
empowering women in law enforcement. 
The participants expressed their happiness 
to attend this distinguished programme, 
which will work to enhance their leadership 
and professional capabilities in the field of 
law enforcement, as the period of holding 
the two courses was a real opportunity to 
exchange experiences with colleagues from 
various Arab countries. (QNA)
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QMC achieves major success at MIPCOM 2024
Qatar Media Corporation 

(QMC) achieved signifi cant 
success in its participa-

tion at MIPCOM 2024, one of the 
world’s premier events in the me-
dia and television industry, held in 
Cannes, France, a statement said.

The QMC pavilion garnered 
widespread attention from attend-
ees and international participants, 
showcasing the essence of Qatari 
culture through traditional ‘Al 
Sadu’ weaving and Arab hospital-

ity, which left a lasting impression 
of admiration and appreciation.

The pavilion saw an impres-
sive turnout, with numerous vis-
its from representatives of global 
production companies, media 
organisations, and producers, all 
expressing their admiration for the 
media content on display, which 
refl ected the depth and diversity 
of Qatari culture. The corporation 
also held a series of meetings with 
key decision-makers in the media 

sector, aiming to forge new strate-
gic partnerships. During his tour of 
the exhibition, the Deputy Mayor 
of Cannes praised the Qatari pa-
vilion, expressing his appreciation 
for the creativity and excellence 
demonstrated by QMC in present-
ing media content that embodies 
Qatari identity and highlights it on 
the international stage.

QMC CEO HE Sheikh Abdulaziz 
bin Thani al-Thani, said: “This 
participation is a fi rst step towards 

strengthening our presence in glo-
bal markets, and we are pleased 
with the interaction and interest 
shown in our new productions. 
We presented two historical series, 
Heroes of the Sands and Swords 
of the Arabs, which we plan to air 
before the upcoming Ramadan.” 
He added, “Through this platform, 
we aim to bring Arab stories to the 
world and contribute to promoting 
cultural exchange.”

QMC’s director of marketing 

Fatima Ibrahim al-Ansari, high-
lighted that participating in MI-
PCOM 2024 was a crucial oppor-
tunity to market the corporation’s 
productions and enhance its global 
media presence. “We showcased 
our latest productions, which re-
ceived widespread acclaim, and 
we continue to work on our docu-
mentary and dramatic productions 
to strengthen our position and 
achieve Qatar’s media vision.”

The pavilion also featured a 

prominent contribution from the 
QMC, adding an innovative di-
mension. Katara Hospitality’s par-
ticipation also helped enhance the 
Qatari pavilion at the festival.

This participation aligns with 
QMC’s eff orts to expand its inter-
national media presence and in-
troduce the world to the cultural 
and entertainment content it pro-
duces, including award-winning 
programmes featured at its pavil-
ion, the statement added.

A Qatari Amiri Air Force aircraft arrived yesterday at Rafic Hariri Airport in Lebanon, carrying food, medical, and relief aid provided by the Qatar Fund for Development (QFFD), as part of the air bridge operated by the 
State of Qatar to provide relief to the fraternal Lebanese people as a result of the humanitarian crisis they are currently experiencing due to recent developments. The aid was received by the diplomatic staff  of Qatar’s 
embassy and representatives of the Lebanese government. (QNA)

Qatari aircraft carrying aid for Lebanese people arrives in Beirut

Qatar extends full support to Lebanon at Paris conference
QNA
Paris

Qatar participated in the 
International Conference 
in Support of Lebanon’s 

People and Sovereignty, which was 
held in the French capital, Paris, 
yesterday. HE the Minister of State 
at the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin 
Saleh al-Khulaifi  represented Qa-
tar at the conference.

In his speech at the conference, 
HE al-Khulaifi  pointed out the 
serious challenges facing Leba-
non at the political, economic and 
humanitarian levels. He said that 
Qatar stands today with Lebanon’s 
partners, the United Nations, the 
European Union and major organi-
sations from around the world to 
continue supporting the Lebanese 
people.

He considered that the Israeli 
campaign on Lebanon a fl agrant 
violation of international law, in 

which international borders must 
be respected, security and stability 
must be maintained, and human 
rights and the dignity of all peo-
ples must be protected. The recent 
operations along the border can-
not be viewed as isolated military 
operations, but rather a disturbing 
disregard for international law, he 
stressed.

Such actions defy the basic 
principles of human dignity and 
respect for sovereignty, and un-
dermine the obligations stipulated 
in Security Council Resolution 
1701, which was designed to pro-
mote peace and stability in Leba-
non, he added.

HE the Minister of State at the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs stressed 
that these attacks go beyond purely 
military operations, and threaten 
Lebanon’s territorial integrity and 
political independence, adding 
that they “not only threaten to drag 
the region into a wider war, but 
also pose serious consequences for 
global security and stability.” He 

called on the international com-
munity to carry out and fulfi l its 
duties towards violations related 
to international law, and push for 
eff ective de-escalation measures.

He voiced Qatar’s concern over 
the recent events that have aff ected 
the United Nations Interim Force 
in Lebanon (UNIFIL), noting that 

any actions that could aff ect the 
safety of peacekeeping forces are 
of grave concern and must be ad-
dressed with the utmost serious-
ness. He indicated that Qatar has 
launched an air bridge to Lebanon, 
as part of its ongoing eff orts to ad-
dress this humanitarian crisis, ex-
plaining that more than 150 tonnes 

of aid have been delivered, includ-
ing medical equipment and basic 
materials. He also noted Qatar’s 
co-operation with France to send 
joint humanitarian aid to Lebanon.

Qatar, through the Qatar Devel-
opment Fund, has provided and 
committed to aid to Lebanon, in-
cluding supporting the operations 
of the Lebanese Armed Forces, in 
addition to supporting fuel for the 
Karantina Hospital, which helps in 
the continuation of basic services, 
in partnership with the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees, he added.

Qatar fi rmly believes in the im-
portance of ensuring the conti-
nuity of education during crises, 
he said pointing that through the 
‘Education Above All Founda-
tion,’ Qatar remains committed to 
supporting education in Lebanon 
and safeguarding the long-term 
mental well-being of children and 
youth aff ected by war. A signifi cant 
portion of this assistance comes in 
the form of in-kind contributions 

from Qatar’s World Cup legacy, 
designed to showcase innovative 
and diverse solutions to sustain 
education in emergency situa-
tions, he explained.

 HE al-Khulaifi  reaffi  rmed Qa-
tar’s unwavering support for an 
immediate ceasefi re and a diplo-
matic resolution to the confl ict. He 
emphasised Qatar’s ongoing com-
mitment to facilitating the safe re-
turn of displaced persons in Leba-
non to their homes. Additionally, 
he reiterated Qatar’s dedication to 
co-ordinating with international 
partners to achieve a global con-
sensus that fosters peace and sta-
bility in Lebanon.

In closing, HE the Minister of 
State at the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs emphasised Qatar’s support 
for Lebanese institutions in their 
eff orts to safeguard the country’s 
sovereignty and protect the rights 
of its people. He urged that these 
eff orts be swiftly utilised to ad-
dress the political vacuum cur-
rently aff ecting the nation.

Light to thundery rain was reported from multiple locations across Qatar yesterday, the Met off ice said. For today, there is a thundery rain 
warning, associated with strong wind at places, both inshore and off shore. Yesterday’s minimum and maximum temperatures were in the 
23-30C and 32-38C range, respectively. Today’s forecast for minimum and maximum temperatures are in the 26-28C and 30-33C range, 
respectively. Pictured is a sunset scene from Doha with rain clouds yesterday. PICTURE: Thajudheen

Rain forecastRain forecastMoPH workshop 
on management of 
NCDs on Sunday

The Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH) is organ-
ising a workshop titled 

‘The Future of Public Health: 
Integrated Strategies for the 
Prevention and Management of 
Non-Communicable Diseases’, 
on October 27, at the Itqan Cen-
tre for Medical Innovation and 
Simulation.

Organised in collaboration 
with a specialised international 
company, the workshop aims 
to tackle critical issues related 
to non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) through innovative and 
integrated public health strate-
gies. It will bring together lead-
ing experts and key partners 
from various health sector en-
tities, including policymakers, 
healthcare providers, academics, 
and community leaders, to foster 
dialogue and develop practical 
approaches to addressing the 
growing burden of NCDs in Qa-
tar and the region.

The workshop will feature 

presentations on future visions 
for public health policies in Qa-
tar and the importance of col-
laborative strategies in combat-
ing NCDs. Additionally, it will 
include discussion panels and 
presentations focusing on the 
establishment of a comprehen-
sive public health system, the 
role of digital health, and com-
munity participation in NCD 
prevention.

A specialised interactive ses-
sion titled ‘Case Study: An In-
tegrated and Community-Based 
Approach to Combating NCDs’, 
will provide a practical platform 
to implement the strategies dis-
cussed during the workshop. The 
event is expected to draw signifi -
cant interest from specialists as 
it addresses crucial aspects of 
public health management and 
the prevention of these diseases, 
which are essential to improving 
quality of life and reducing the 
economic burden imposed by 
NCDs.
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QCAA signs MoU with ICAO to host Facilitation Conference 2025

The Qatar Civil Aviation 
Authority (QCAA) and the 
International Civil Avia-

tion Organisation (ICAO) yes-
terday signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) regarding 
arrangements for Qatar to host 
the ICAO Facilitation Conference 
2025 (FALC 2025), slated for the 
second quarter of 2025.

Mohammed Faleh al-Hajri, in 
charge of managing the QCAA, 
and Salvatore Sciacchitano, presi-
dent of the ICAO Council, signed 
the MoU in the presence of HE the 
Minister of Transport Jassim bin 
Saif al-Sulaiti, a statement from 
the ministry said. HE the Minister 
said FALC 2025 will off er stake-
holders an important opportunity 
to defi ne priorities and establish 
co-operation between entities 
working in civil aviation and the 
national and international proce-
dures on the correct identifi cation 
of passengers.

FALC 2025 is the fi rst of its 
kind, he stated, in terms of com-
bining the ministerial level and 
high-profi le offi  cials representing 
civil aviation authorities of world 

countries and the international 
bodies to reach a consensus to 
formulate global recommenda-
tions regarding key issues of air 
transportation facilitation.

“What makes FALC 2025 
unique is that an announcement 
regarding civil aviation facilita-
tion would emanate from the 
high-level ministerial part of it to 
provide aviation services for reli-
able and seamless air transporta-
tion, guiding the public policies 
concerning key issues of facilita-
tion, thereby supporting the de-
livery of the ICAO strategic goals 
on security and facilitation, as 
well as reporting recommenda-
tions to next year’s 42nd Session 
of the ICAO,” the minister said.

“Qatar continues developing its 
national facilitation procedures 
and processes, embracing latest 
passenger identifi cation technol-
ogies, developing airports’ facili-
ties and services, and twinning its 
systems with global standards in 
terms of surveillance, clearance of 
goods, passenger data exchange, 
International Health Regulations, 
and other areas of facilitation,” he 

noted. “Qatar is well-prepared to 
host this important global event. 
The concerted eff orts with the 
ICAO will achieve the desired 
outcomes of the conference and 
the eff ective rollout of air trans-

portation’s facilitation measures. 
We look forward to fruitful dis-
cussions and workshops during 
the conference and to introduce 
the delegates to the latest global 
technologies and air transporta-

tion facilitation systems which 
global exhibitors will showcase at 
the accompanying exhibition,” he 
explained.

Al-Hajri, said: “We believe that 
implementing international facil-

itation standards is essential not 
only for global commitment but 
also for sustainable development. 
Qatar’s aviation sector prioritises 
enhancing policies and proce-
dures to ensure a comfortable and 
secure travel experience. We are 
also committed to ongoing train-
ing initiatives to build our capa-
bilities and ensure compliance 
with the ICAO regulations. Host-
ing this conference allows for us to 
share our experiences and benefi t 
from international expertise.” 

Al-Hajri added that the sign-
ing of this MoU marks a signifi cant 
milestone for 2024, designated by 
the ICAO as the Year of Facilitation. 
“We take pride in Qatar’s active 
role in the ICAO Facilitation Expert 
Team. Qatar remains committed to 
advancing border facilitation while 
supporting ICAO’s “No Country 
Left Behind” initiative.

“We look forward to achiev-
ing meaningful outcomes from 
this conference and establishing a 
unifi ed global vision for air trans-
portation facilitation that benefi ts 
both states and stakeholders,” al-
Hajri added.

beIN, Paramount 
in new licensing 
deal for exclusive 
content in Mena

beIN Media Group (beIN), the leading global 
media group, has announced a multi-year 
volume deal with Paramount Global Content 

Distribution, bringing exclusive premium enter-
tainment content to the Middle East and North Af-
rica (Mena).

The new licensing deal will grant beIN exclusive 
Pay TV rights in English, subtitled in Arabic, in the 
Mena region, as well as Subscription Video on De-
mand (SVOD), and Catch-up SVOD, to a vast selec-
tion of Paramount content, further strengthening 
beIN’s position as a premier destination for pre-
mium entertainment. 

The deal builds on beIN’s long-term relation-
ship with Paramount Global Content Distribution, 
and includes access to Pay 1 current fi lms – those 
released for the fi rst time post-cinema to premium 
subscription services – as well fi rst-run scripted 
and unscripted series, and a vast selection of li-
brary fi lms and series from the likes of MIRAMAX 
and Nickelodeon, with select Paramount+ titles 
now available on beIN’s OTT platform, TOD and on 
beIN’s Pay TV Channels.

“This agreement underscores beIN’s commit-
ment to delivering the best in entertainment to our 
audiences in the Mena region,” said Esra Özaral Al-
top, chief entertainment content offi  cer, beIN Me-
dia Group. Dan Cohen, chief content licensing of-
fi cer, Paramount and president, Republic Pictures, 
said: “This deal is a testament to the power of the 
Paramount brand and its reputation for delivering 
high-demand, quality entertainment, and we’re 
very excited for beIN subscribers to access our pro-
gramming and discover new favourites.”

Some of the most notable titles coming to beIN’s 
screens include Dungeons & Dragons: Honor Among 
Thieves — an adventure fi lm set in the iconic fantasy 
universe; the Mission: Impossible franchise — an 
action-packed series following Ethan Hunt’s high-
stakes spy missions; the Transformers franchise — 
an epic saga featuring battles between robotic al-
iens; Scream — a classic slasher horror fi lm known 
for its meta-commentary on the genre;  seasons 1-4 
of Yellowstone — a drama about a powerful family’s 
confl icts over land and power; all seasons of Bil-
lions — a high-stakes drama centred around fi nance 
and politics; Tulsa King — a crime drama series 
featuring a mobster navigating a new life in Tulsa; 
and several Nickelodeon titles such as PAW Patrol, 
Bubble Guppies and Abby Hatcher. Additional titles 
include 1883, 1923, Colin From Accounts, Frasier, 
Knuckles, Lawmen: Bass Reeves, Mayor of Kings-
town, Ray Donovan, upcoming series NCIS: Tony 
& Ziva and feature fi lms Bob Marley: One Love, Rob 
Peace and Self Reliance. 

beIN and Paramount have a well-established 
relationship as co-owners of Miramax, home 
to award-winning productions and globally ac-
claimed hits. Recent successes include the 2024 
dramatic comedy and Oscar winner The Holdovers, 
three Primetime Emmy Award 2024 nominee, The 
Gentlemen, 2023 Hollywood blockbuster Operation 
Fortune, Netfl ix hit He’s All That, the 2021 global 
blockbuster Halloween Kills and Hulu’s Mother/An-
droid, a statement added.

The new licensing deal will 
grant beIN exclusive Pay TV 
rights in English, subtitled in 
Arabic, in the Mena region, as 
well as Subscription Video on 
Demand (SVOD), and 
Catch-up SVOD, to a vast 
selection of Paramount con-
tent, further strengthening 
beIN’s position as a choice for 
premium entertainment 
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Mozambique’s ruling party 
wins election to retain power
Mozambique’s ruling party Frelimo has retained 
power in this month’s national election, extending its 
five-decade rule in the Southern African state as the 
opposition accused it of fraud.
Frelimo’s Daniel Chapo, 47, will succeed President Filipe 
Nyusi to become Mozambique’s fifth president since its 
independence from Portugal in 1975. Nyusi is stepping 
down after serving the maximum two terms.
Chapo won over 70% of votes, the electoral 
commission said yesterday.
Venancio Mondlane, backed by the Podemos party, 
came second with 20% of votes, displacing former 
rebel movement Renamo, which had been the off icial 
opposition party but whose candidate came third this 
time around.
In the parliament, Frelimo increased its number of 
seats to 195 out of 250, more than the 184 it had before. 
– Reuters

The Ministry of Pub-
lic Health (MoPH) 
recently organised a 

workshop on Verifi cation of 
the Global Strategy for Food 
Safety Assessment Tool 2022 
– 2030, in collaboration with 
the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO).

This tool was designed by 
the WHO in co-operation 
with the International Fi-
nance Corporation.

The workshop was attend-
ed by approximately 60 par-
ticipants from the ministries 
of Municipality, Commerce 
and Industry, Education and 
Higher Education, Environ-
ment and Climate Change, 
and Interior, as well as from 
the Qatar General Organisa-
tion for Standards and Metrology, the General Authority of Customs, 
Qatar Tourism, and Qatar University, all serving as strategic partners 
to the MoPH in the fi eld of food safety.

The workshop included an assessment of various pre-designed in-
dicators by the WHO in collaboration with relevant institutions.

The aim was to gauge the level of commitment of states towards 
achieving the objectives of the Global Strategy for Food Safety 2022-
2030, paving the way for developing a roadmap to respond to and ac-
complish these objectives by 2030.

Wasan Abdulla al-Baker, director of the MoPH’s Food Safety De-
partment, stated: “The workshop presents an opportunity to benefi t 
from the support of experts from the WHO in developing a national 
roadmap that aligns with the fi ve strategic priorities outlined in the 
Global Strategy for Food Safety.”

“Qatar is the third country in the world to join the pilot phase of the 
Global Strategy for Food Safety Assessment Tool,” the offi  cial said.

Al-Baker also highlighted that the MoPH’s Food Safety Depart-
ment is responsible for implementing the Global Strategy for Food 
Safety in Qatar in collaboration with various entities.

The Global Strategy for Food Safety (2022-2030) primarily aims to 
reduce the burden of foodborne illnesses by decreasing the number of 
cases of foodborne diarrhoeal diseases.

It also seeks to enhance functional co-ordination mechanisms for 
managing foodborne incidents and to strengthen laboratory capaci-
ties for monitoring foodborne diseases.

One of the key features of the strategy is that it refl ects the insights 
and feedback gathered through a comprehensive consultation proc-
ess with member states, governmental institutions, UN agencies, and 
other intergovernmental organisations, academic institutions, non-
governmental organisations, private sector entities, and individuals 
working in public health and food safety.

MoPH workshop on food 
safety assessment tool

World powers raised $1bn yester-
day to ease the humanitarian 
crisis in Lebanon and support 

its army at a conference in Paris, with 
France’s foreign minister urging Israel to 
heed the message to cease fi re and focus on 
diplomacy.

Some 70 government delegations and 
15 international organisations attended 
the meeting in Paris to help Lebanon, but 
a low-level US presence and its looming 
election dimmed prospects for a swift halt 
to fi ghting.

“The message (for Israel) is simple: 
Cease fi re!” France’s Foreign Minister 
Jean-Noel Barrot told a news conference, 
reiterating that a Franco-American pro-

posal for a temporary truce was still on the 
table.

Barrot said more than $800mn, includ-
ing $300mn from Washington, had been 
raised primarily to help up to 1mn dis-
placed with food, healthcare and educa-
tion.

A further $200mn would go to the Leb-
anese Armed Forces (LAF), deemed as the 
guarantor of internal stability, and also 
vital to implementing 2006 UN Secu-
rity Council resolution 1701 that calls for 
southern Lebanon to be free of any troops 
or weapons other than those of the Leba-
nese state.

France has historical ties with Lebanon 
and has been working with Washington 
in trying to secure a ceasefi re, although 
the two allies diff er on approach regarding 
1701.

After Israel rebuff ed a 21-day cease-

fi re plan in September, Paris’s infl uence 
has been limited since Israel launched 
its large-scale onslaught on Iran-backed 
Hezbollah that has killed more than 2,500 
people and displaced at least 1.2mn.

“The storm we are currently witness-
ing is unlike any other, because it carries 
the seeds of total destruction,” Lebanon’s 
caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati told 
delegates, pleading for more pressure to be 
put on Israel.

Opening the conference, President Em-
manuel Macron said that there must not be 
a return to past cycles of violence.

“More damage, more victims, more 
strikes will not enable the end of terrorism 
or ensure security for everyone,” he said.

Despite the repeated calls for a ceasefi re, 
there was no sign yesterday of the confl ict 
abating.

Three Lebanese soldiers were killed in 

an Israeli strike near the border, the Leba-
nese army said.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
skipped Paris and appeared to make little 
progress during a tour of the Middle East, 
a fi nal push for peace before next month’s 
US election.

The UN Security Council resolution has 
never been fully implemented and amid a 
two-year political power vacuum and col-
lapsed economy, the Lebanese army has no 
real weight to play its role in the south of 
the country.

“The fi nal objective is to recruit, train 
and equip 6,000 new LAF units,” an Italian 
diplomatic source said, adding that Rome 
would soon organise its own conference 
focused on this.

Italy has some 1,000 troops as part of 
the 10,000-strong UNIFIL peacekeeping 
mission in Lebanon.

Diplomats say that once there is a cease-
fi re the mission will need to be made more 
robust.

“Let’s not reinvent the wheel. We have 
to make it work,” EU foreign policy chief 
Josep Borrell said, adding that amending 
its mandate would need a new UN Security 
Council vote.

Borrell said there was scope to increase 
UNIFIL’s troop numbers to 15,000 under 
the current mandate.

“The objective this time is to fi nd condi-
tions that ensure the lasting application of 
1701 so that peace returns on both sides”, 
something easier said than done, Barrot 
said.

European and Arab nations are con-
cerned that Washington has not called for 
an immediate ceasefi re and fear the ad-
ministration will not alter its position be-
fore the election on November 5.

World powers raise $1bn for Lebanon crisis
Reuters
Paris
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Sheikh Dr Mohammed al-Thani, direc-
tor of non-communicable diseases pre-
vention programmes department at the 
Ministry of Public Health (MoPH); Dr 
Khalid Fakhro, chief of research and chair 
of the Precision Medicine Programme 
at Sidra Medicine; Dr Hilal Lashuel, Re-
search, Development and Innovation Ad-
viser to the chairperson of Qatar Founda-
tion; Dr Ahmed Elmagarmid, executive 
director of the Qatar Computing Research 
Institute; and Dr Omar Albagha, acting 
executive director of Qatar Biomedical 
Research Institute, and representatives 
from Qatar’s wider academic and research 
community attended the programme.

Dr Said Ismail, acting president and 
chief scientifi c operations offi  cer at the 
QPHI, said: “Today we mark a signifi cant 
milestone with the release of the largest 
genomic dataset in Qatar and the region.”

“This data forms the foundation for 
groundbreaking research, positioning Qa-
tar at the forefront of precision medicine,” 
he said. “This is not just data – it’s the 
foundation for groundbreaking research 
that will make Qatar a hub in genomics 
and translational work.”

QPHI lead bioinformatician Dr Chadi 
Saad presented the 25,000 Genome Re-

lease, explaining how this new dataset will 
enable advancements in areas including 
cancer genetics, cardiovascular diseases, 
and mental health.

He emphasised how advanced analysis 
tools are being used to reduce the cost and 
time of research, creating new opportuni-
ties for discoveries in precision health and 
discoveries in precision health.

QPHI scientist Dr Eleni Fthenou intro-
duced the updated data catalogue and ex-
plained how the new platform is designed 
to make genomic data more accessible to 
researchers, streamlining the process of 
exploring genetic data and enabling the 
development of targeted treatments.

QPHI warehouse specialist Sneha P 
Chandran gave an overview of QPHI’s re-
search studies and introduced a new tool 
that allows researchers to explore and an-
alyse the available data more easily.

QPHI director of Research and Partner-
ships Dr Hamdi Mbarek announced the 
launch of the second round of the Qatar 
Precision Health Research Consortium.

He provided an overview of the con-
sortium’s key focus areas, including ge-
nomics of cancer, cardiovascular diseases, 
reproductive health, and mental health, 
along with genomics artifi cial intelligence 
(AI), and other strategic projects.

“The consortium is designed to foster 
multi-institutional collaboration, bring-
ing together experts to tackle the most 
pressing challenges in health,” Dr Mbarek 
said. “We want to see multi-institutional 
and multi-disciplinary teams, which in-
volve PhD students to build local capac-
ity.”

Left: Some of the researchers who attended the programme. 
PICTURES: Thajudheen

QPHI off icials at the event.

QPHI releases 
genomic data of 
25,000 Qataris
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“We had the opportunity to talk about the impor-
tance of fi nding a sustainable solution to the Palestin-
ian issue, and of course, what is called the day after 
Gaza, which is the path to peace in the region in gen-
eral,” the prime minister continued. “Our discussions 
on this fi le were constructive ... and there were many 
proposals and discussions about these proposals and 
how we can reach a stable and sustainable situa-
tion in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, leading to 
a sustainable solution to the Palestinian issue, and of 
course keeping the two-state solution as the main ref-
erence for this process.”

“The eff orts to end the war have been ongoing since 
October 8, fi rst to prevent the war from breaking out, 
and then also to prevent the expansion of the war and 
contain the confl ict,” he said.

“The eff orts in November resulted in the release of 
some prisoners and hostages and a temporary cease-
fi re,” HE Sheikh Mohammed said. “Unfortunately, 
since that time, we have been trying as much as pos-
sible to reach an agreement to end this war.”

“Unfortunately, the negotiations went through 
several stages in which there were great challenges, 
and every time we got closer to a solution, unfortu-
nately, there was a regression in the steps,” he added.

In response to a question about whether Hamas 
leader Yahya Sinwar was obstructing the negotia-
tions, he said: “Through our role as a mediator, our 
policies are based on not saying who constitutes an 
obstacle, and not favouring one party over the other.”

“You can go back to the negotiation process and see 
where it stopped at each stage, and it will be clear who 
stopped it at each stage,” the prime minister added.

Asked whether Qatar had contacted Hamas lead-
ers after Sinwar’s assassination, he said: “We have 
resumed contact with representatives of the Hamas 
political bureau in Doha. We have held some meetings 
with them in the past few days.”

Regarding Israel’s claims against Al Jazeera journal-
ists, HE Sheikh Mohammed said: “We are very proud 
of Al Jazeera Foundation and its coverage of wars in 
the world, stressing that the Al Jazeera Network works 
according to the highest international standards and 
there is no justifi cation for targeting journalists in 
confl ict zones and excuses for that are unacceptable.”

The prime minister thanked Blinken for the visit.
“We are certain that by committing to the partner-

ship between Qatar, the countries of the region and 
the US, we can achieve peace in the region,” he said.

“Allow me to express our appreciation for the es-
sential and major role played by Qatar as an important 
partner in its attempt to bring peace and stability to 
the region,” Blinken said.

“I would like to personally tell the prime minister of 
Qatar that you personally played a major role in the ef-
forts to return the hostages to their homes,” he added.

Blinken said that Qatar has generously provided 
thousands of tonnes of aid to Gaza over the past 
months, noting that Qatar has provided important aid 
to the Lebanese army, such as salaries and fuel.

The US’s top diplomat said that the negotiation 
process is moving forward, and that a negotiation ses-
sion on a ceasefi re and prisoner exchange between Is-
rael and Hamas will be held within days.

Blinken added that “the negotiations will be held in 
the coming days and we will know if Hamas is serious 
about them”, adding: “We reject the (Israeli) generals’ 
plan to starve and kill people.”

“It is necessary that we have a plan that allows Is-
rael to leave the Gaza Strip and prevents the return of 
Hamas,” he said.

Gaza truce talks to 
resume in Doha
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Entrepreneurship Jamboree hosted
DPS Modern Indian School hosted the sec-

ond edition of  ‘Entrepreneurship Jamboree 
2024-25’, a student-led event organised by the 

Commerce and Entrepreneurship Club, on the theme 
‘Sustainability.’ 

The programme was inaugurated by the chief 
guest, school director Harish Kanjani, in the pres-
ence of principal Asna Nafees, vice-principals and 
co-ordinators.

Nafees described the event as a unique initiative 
aimed at nurturing entrepreneurial thinking in stu-
dents.

More than 50 teams from grades IX to XII com-
peted across four categories: sustainable food, eco-
friendly games, karaoke promoting sustainability, 
and arts and crafts made from recyclable materials.

The event provided a platform for students to 
showcase their innovative entrepreneurial ideas 
while also encouraging them to embrace their role as 
ecological stewards.

Malayalam writer’s 
fi rst book wins award

Amal Fermis, a Qatar-based Malayalam writer has won the 
P Kunjiraman Foundation Story Award for her debut book 
titled Sankada Dweep. Amal is a teacher at Doha Academy. The 
award will be presented to her by eminent short story writer 
T Padmanabhan on the occasion of P Kunjiraman’s birthday 
celebration in Kannur, Kerala, on October 27. Amal earlier received 
the Vaikom Muhammad Basheer Memorial Short Story Award for 
the same work.

MES Indian School holds Jota-Joti workshop

MES Indian School conducted a workshop on Jota-Joti (Jamboree 
on the Air) programme with a view to foster a common link among 
scouts and guides across the world.
Jogesh Dewan, a noted communication engineer from Qatar 
Amateur Radio Society, was the main speaker. He shared insights 
on amateur radio technology and its vital role in promoting global 
connectivity among young Scouts. 
Dewan’s engaging presentation inspired participants to explore the 
world of radio communications and its impact on scouting activities. 
Scouts and guides engaged in various activities designed to 
enhance teamwork, communication skills, and understanding of 
global cultures. 
Ahmed al-Yousef and Muna al-Mansouri from Qatar Boys’ Scouts 
Association and Paramjeet Kaur Bhullar, co-ordinator and trainer of 
expats schools emphasised the importance of scouting values and 
the spirit of global camaraderie. 
Principal Dr Hameeda Kadar commended the eff orts of scouts and 
guides and their leaders Ashraf, Rizwan, Nizamudheen, Mary Jainsha, 
Balkees Farsana, and Fency Pathrose. 
Scouts and guides overall in-charge Rajesh co-ordinated the event 
and welcomed the gathering. Guides in-charge Asha V Nair proposed 
a vote of thanks.

Anaq celebrates
Onam with gusto
The Akshara Nagari Association of Qatar (Anaq) marked its debut with 
a grand celebration of Onam, Kerala’s popular festival. Among the 
highlights were Panchari Melam by Kanal Kala Samithi, a performance 
by Team Qatar Orchestra, and a Thiruvathira performance by Passion 
Feets. Robin Varghese was honoured with a special memento for his 
services to Anaq. President Varghese Vannala presided. The Onam 
festivities were off icially inaugurated by Indian Community Benevolent 
Forum president Shanavas Bava, who lauded Anaq’s eff orts in 
promoting Kerala’s rich cultural legacy in Qatar. Anaq general secretary 
Jessil Markose, vice-president Binoy Abraham and joint secretary Leo 
Thomas were among those who organised the event.
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Friends of Kozhikode mark anniversary

Kerala expatriate forum 
Friends of Kozhikode (FoK) 
conducted its 5th anniver-

sary cultural extravaganza, ‘Nam-
mal Kozhikode,’ with the partici-
pation of over 2,000.

The event showcased 
Kozhikode’s rich heritage through 
various cultural, literary, and ar-
tistic programmes. 

Key highlights included tradi-
tional Onam celebrations, literary 
gathering and discussions, pro-
grammes featuring local talents, 
award distribution for writing 
competitions, and a Payasam com-
petition.

The venue was done up to re-
semble Kozhikode’s popular S M 
Street and nearby Mananchira. 
A striking replica of the iconic 
SK statue, identical to the one 
standing tall in the city, capti-
vated the visitors and set the tone 
for an immersive cultural experi-
ence.

The offi  cial function during 
the afternoon was attended by 
a number of dignitaries includ-
ing Indian ambassador Vipul, M 
K Raghavan (member of parlia-
ment representing Kozhikode), K 
K Rema (member of the legislative 
assembly representing Vadakara), 

Bina Philip (mayor of Kozhikode), 
renowned writers Kalpatta Naray-
anan Master and P K Parakkadav, 
Indian community leaders A P 
Manikantan, Shanavas Bawa, E P 
Abdur Rahman, Mohammad Tha-
ha, Dr Mohan Thomas, Dr Samad, 
Haider Chunkattara, Shamseer 
Arikulam, K P Ashraf and Mansoor 
Ali.

The anniversary conference was 
led by FoK president K K Usman, 
with general secretary Renjit Ku-
mar Chalil delivering the welcome 
address and vice-president Rajas-
ree Rasheed proposing a vote of 
thanks.

The stage and overall arena 
was managed by Anwar Babu, 
Mustafa M V, Rashmi Sharath, 
Sajid Bakkar, Siraj Suru, Adv Ri-
yas, Sharath C Nair, Shakkeer, 
Hal, Fareed Thikodi, Riyas Babu, 
Samir, Sameera Shaju, Fasina 
Fareed, Senith Keloth, and oth-
ers. The Onam lunch was co-or-
dinated by Biju Kaiveli, Sunu and 
team.

Usman was honoured with a 
memento by ambassador Vipul, 
marking his 50 years in Qatar. 
This milestone was celebrated 
alongside other notable individ-
uals from Kozhikode – Shukkur 

Kinaluri, Siddique Purail, C K 
Muhammad Koya and Symphony 
Majeed for their significant con-
tributions to business and hu-
manitarian efforts in Qatar. They 
were felicitated by Raghavan, 
who adorned them with the tra-
ditional golden shawl.

The Payasam competition in the 
morning, which saw 35 partici-
pants, was led by Anilkumar C L. 
The stage programme, commenc-
ing at 11 am, showcased local art-
ists presenting diverse art forms. 

Guests were escorted to the 
stage amidst the lively rhythms of 
Kanal Doha’s Panchari Mela, add-

ing to the festive atmosphere.
As part of the Unesco’s apprecia-

tion bestowed to Kozhikode as city 
of literature, the literary seminar in 
the evening had P K Parakkadav and 
Narayanan Master as chief guests. 
Majeed Nadapuram gave the intro-
ductory speech and Thanseem Kut-
tyadi was the moderator. 

The chief guests distributed me-
mentos and certifi cates to the win-
ners of the writing competition 
organised by FoK Literature Forum 
as part of the anniversary celebra-
tions. 

Najeeb Moodadi, Ashraf K P, 
K K Usman, Renjit Kumar Chalil, 

Mansoor Ali and Farid Thikodi 
gave felicitation speeches. Hus-
sain Vanimel, O K Munir, Ashraf, 
Ansar Arimbara and Shamna Azmi 
controlled the function while Siraj 
Suru delivered a vote of thanks.

The cultural programme, which 
started at 7pm, continued until 
11pm, attracting over 2,000 par-
ticipants.

The event featured perform-
ances by Asif Kappad, Anita Sheik, 
Keerthana and violinist Reneesh 
from India, Anisha Rajesh and 
Riyas Kariyad from Qatar, Ismail 
Nandi’s spot dubbing and Kaithola 
Group’s traditional folk songs.

Cleanup drive at Al Thakhira mangroves

The latest beach cleanup drive of Doha Environmental Actions Project (Deap Qatar), led by 32 volunteers, collected around 100kg of trash at Al Thakira Mangroves. “In collaboration with our friends from the Mandarin 
Oriental Hotel in Doha, we had the opportunity to visit one of the most beautiful places in Qatar: The Al Thakira Mangroves,” Deap Qatar posted on its Facebook page as it thanked volunteers for taking part and helping raise 
environmental awareness in Qatar.

BPS student wins music crown

Vaishnavi Suresh Pillai, a grade 9 student from Birla Public School, 
was crowned the winner of ‘The Golden Tunes Inter-School Musical 
Reality Show’, hosted by MES Indian School as part of its golden jubilee 
celebrations. The competition, which ran from September 19 to October 
10, featured 24 participants and included five rounds. Vaishnavi won an 
eight-gram gold medal. BPS principal, along with the school leadership 
team, congratulated her.

SKEA event tomorrow

South Kerala Expats Association (SKEA) is hosting tomorrow an 
event titled ‘Abhayadharam’, featuring a talk on early detection of 
cancer by Dr Danish Salim (emergency medicine and critical care 
physician) at Indian Cultural Centre in Doha at 6.30pm. The occasion 
will also see Mohammed Kunji being feted for receiving the Prof 
Saheed award from Abhayakendram. The event is open to the public.

Dr Danish Salim Mohammed Kunji

RPS hosts inter-school competition

Rajagiri Little Kingdom organised an inter-
school competition, ‘Scintilla,’ to foster 
teamwork and nurture diverse talents among 
kindergarten students from 18 schools across 
Doha. The competitions included group dance, 
fashion show, poetry slam, and more. Indian 
Cultural Centre’s former president Milan Arun 
was the chief guest. The event began with a 
lamp lighting ceremony and a welcome dance 
by the kindergarten students. The competition 
was not only about winning but also building 
confidence and learning the importance of 
participation.
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Bushra Bibi, the wife of former Paki-
stan prime minister Imran Khan, was 
released from prison yesterday, a day 

after she was granted bail in a case linked to 
the illegal sale of state gifts, ending about 
nine months of imprisonment.

The release is the biggest legal relief for 
Khan and his family since he was impris-
oned in August last year.

Bibi, who was arrested in January, was 
released from Adiala Jail in the garrison city 
of Rawalpindi, where Khan still remains.

Local television channels showed sup-
porters throwing rose petals on two white 
SUVs escorting her from the jail.

Bibi faces at least one other graft case 

linked to receiving land from a real estate 
developer.

“Welcome back Bushra Bibi! You have 
faced extremely diffi  cult times, disgusting 
campaign and character assassination at-
tempts against your during your illegal time 
in jail,” Khan’s party, the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI), said in a post on X.

Khan himself faces dozens of other cases, 
including charges of violating anti-terror-
ism laws, brought since he was removed 
as premier in 2022 and launched a protest 
movement against a coalition of his rivals 
led by current Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif.

The Khans deny all the charges, saying 

they are trumped up by the government 
to discredit the 72-year-old former crick-
et star, who remains widely popular and 
whose candidates won the most seats in 
February’s general election.

Bibi, whose actual name is Bushra Khan, 
is Khan’s third wife. The two married six 
months before he became prime minister 
for the fi rst time in 2018.

In the days before the February polls, Bibi 
was convicted of graft and illegal marriage 
alongside opposition leader Khan in what 
he claimed was a campaign to sideline him 
from the vote.

“She was kept in jail to put pressure on 
Imran Khan,” PTI chairman Gohar Ali Khan 
told reporters.

Following the election, the illegal mar-
riage case collapsed on appeal and Bibi’s 
graft sentence was suspended.

Former PM Khan’s wife Bushra Bibi freed from prison on bail
Reuters/AFP
Islamabad

Dozens of US lawmakers call for release of former premier Khan

More than 60 Democratic lawmakers from the US House of Representatives wrote 
to President Joe Biden on Wednesday, urging him to use Washington’s leverage with 
Pakistan to secure the release of jailed former prime minister Imran Khan.
US Representative Greg Casar, who led the letter, said it marked the first such collective 
call from multiple members of the US Congress for the release of Khan, who otherwise has 
had testy relations with Washington as a long standing critic of US foreign policy.
A UN human rights working group said in July that Khan’s detention violated international 
law. – Reuters

Canada said yesterday that it is signifi -
cantly curbing immigration targets, 
a dramatic shift that comes as public 

support for new arrivals declines.
This marks a big pivot for a country with a 

long-standing reputation as a destination for 
immigrants, including economic migrants 
from the developing world seeking better liv-
ing conditions.

Canada’s population jumped 3.2% from 
2023 to 2024, the biggest annual rise since 
1957, and now stands at 41mn, the national 
statistic agency said.

It said the rise was partly fuelled by an un-
precedented wave of new arrivals.

Announcing the curbs, Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau said the infl ux helped the Ca-
nadian economy bounce back from disrup-
tions caused by the pandemic but the time 
had come to make “adjustments”.

“Today, we’re announcing that we will re-
duce the number of immigrants we bring in 
over the next three years, which will result 
in a pause in the population growth over the 
next two years,” he said.

Trudeau said Canada needed to stabilise 
its population to give “all levels of govern-
ment time to catch up, time to make the nec-
essary investments in healthcare, in housing, 
(and) in social services to accommodate more 
people in the future”.

The immigration ministry had previously 
planned to let 500,000 new permanent resi-
dents settle in the country in 2025 and 2026.

However, the new targets were revised 
down to 395,000 next year and 380,000 for 
2026. It set the 2027 target at 365,000.

Immigration Minister Marc Miller called 
the plan “probably the fi rst of its kind” in 
terms of its broad eff orts to control popula-
tion growth in Canada.

According to the last census in 2021, 23% 
of the population was foreign-born.

Statistic Canada said that as of 2021 most 
immigrants were from Asia and the Middle 
East, but an increasing share were coming 
from Africa.

Nearly one of fi ve recent immigrants were 
born in India, the statistics agency said.

A survey last month from the Environ-

ics Institute on public attitudes toward im-
migration found that “for the fi rst time in a 
quarter century, a clear majority of Canadi-
ans say there is too much immigration”.

Fifty-eight per cent of Canadians believe 
the country takes in too many immigrants, 
up 14 percentage points from 2023, the sur-
vey found.

In fi gures released last week, Abacus Data 
found that one of every two Canadians say 
immigration is harming the country.

The Abacus fi gures also noted that concern 
among Canadians about the impact of immi-
gration is mostly linked to unease regarding a 
perceived lack of essential resources, notably 
aff ordable housing.

Miller in particular stressed the new plans 
eff orts to address what many Canadians refer 
to as a housing crisis.

He predicted that revising immigration 
targets downwards will address the housing 
supply gap, reducing by 670,000 the number 
of homes Canada needs to build by 2027.

“That is signifi cant,” Miller told reporters. 
– AFP

Canada slashes immigration as public concern rises

Humanity is “paying a ter-
rible price” for inaction 
on global warming, with 

time running out to correct the 
course and avoid climate disaster, 
UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said yesterday.

A new report by the UN Envi-
ronment Programme (UNEP) says 
the next decade is critical in the 
fi ght against climate change or 
any hope of limiting global warm-
ing to 1.5° Celsius will be lost.

The current pace of climate ac-
tion would result in a catastrophic 
3.1C of warming this century, the 
UNEP said in its latest Emissions 
Gap report.

And even if all existing pledges 
to cut emissions were enacted as 
promised, global temperatures 
would soar 2.6C above pre-in-
dustrial levels – a still devastating 
scenario for humanity.

“Either leaders bridge the 
emissions gap, or we plunge head-
long into climate disaster, with 
the poorest and most vulnerable 
suff ering the most,” said Guterres. 
“Around the world, people are 
paying a terrible price.”

The call to action, just weeks 
before the UN COP29 climate 
summit, follows a streak of de-
structive and deadly extreme 

weather in a year expected to be 
the hottest in recorded history.

The world’s poorest have been 
particularly hard hit, with ty-
phoons and heatwaves in Asia and 
the Caribbean, fl oods in Africa, 
and droughts and wildfi res in Lat-
in America.

The UNEP’s latest projections 
blow well past 1.5C, which na-
tions agreed in Paris in 2015 was 
the safer bet to minimise the 
worst consequences of a warming 
planet.

The world has currently 
warmed by about 1.3C (2.3° Fahr-
enheit).

Nations will gather next month 
at the annual United Nations cli-
mate summit (COP29) in Azerbai-
jan, where they will work to build 
on an agreement made last year to 
transition away from fossil fuels.

Negotiations in Baku will help 
to inform each country’s up-
dated emissions-cutting strat-
egy, known as a Nationally De-
termined Contribution (NDC), 
which are due in February 2025.

Guterres said wealthy G20 
economies in particular would 
need to show far more ambition in 
the next round of NDCs, which are 
due in early 2025.

These commitments, which 
detail how a country will reduce 
emissions across their econo-
mies, were “our best last chance 
to change course”, said David King 

of the Climate Crisis Advisory 
Group.

“To avoid a scenario in which 
humanity will struggle to survive 
intact, nations must use the win-
dow of opportunity over the com-
ing year,” said King, who chairs 
the expert consortium.

The 1.5C limit was “still tech-
nically possible”, the UNEP said 
– but only with enormous reduc-
tions by 2035 in heat-trapping 
gases caused primarily by burning 
fossil fuels.

Rather than declining, emis-
sions are still rising, hitting a new 
record high last year.

Guterres said the world was 

“playing with fi re”.
“But there can be no more play-

ing for time. We’re out of time,” he 
said.

Keeping 1.5C on track would re-
quire a collective eff ort “only ever 
seen following a global confl ict”, 
the UNEP said.

Without pulling together “on a 
scale and pace never seen before 
... the 1.5C goal will soon be dead”, 
said UNEP executive director In-
ger Andersen.

To have a hope of meeting that 
goal, emissions must be slashed 
42% by 2030 and 57% by 2035, the 
UNEP added.

The world’s 20 largest econo-

mies were responsible for nearly 
80% of global emissions in 2023.

The bottom 47 countries ac-
counted for 3%.

“These reports are an histori-
cal litany of negligence from the 
world’s leaders to tackle the cli-
mate crisis with the urgency it 
demands, but it’s not too late to 
take corrective action,” said Tracy 
Carty from Greenpeace Interna-
tional.

The United States was his-
torically the biggest polluter, 
accounting for 20% of global 
emissions since 1850, when the 
burning of fossil fuels for energy 
began in earnest.

The European Union and Chi-
na accounted for 12% each, the 
UNEP said.

The UNEP said advances in 
solar and wind, two proven and 
cost-eff ective technologies, could 
deliver a steep fall in emissions 
but investment in such carbon-
cutting solutions needed to rise 
six-fold to meet 1.5C.

The scale of that challenge 
means a temporary breach of 1.5C 
is increasingly being seen as in-
evitable by scientists and policy-
makers.

However, a recent study found 
that even exceeding 1.5C before 
bringing warming back down – a 
scenario known as an “overshoot” 
– could cause irreversible conse-
quences for the planet.

World already ‘paying terrible price’ 
for climate inaction, says UN chief
AFP/Reuters
Paris/Toronto

A worker walks along a fence near the Baku Olympic Stadium, the 
venue of the COP29 United Nations Climate Change Conference, in 
Baku, Azerbaijan. – Reuters

The EU parliament awarded the bloc’s 
top rights Sakharov prize to Venezue-
lan opposition leader Maria Corina 

Machado and her ally, former presidential 
candidate Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia.

They won the prestigious award for their 
fi ght for democracy under President Nicolas 
Maduro’s iron-fi sted rule.

Machado, 57, played a key role in Venezue-
la’s presidential election in July.

Although the authorities proclaimed Ma-
duro the winner, the opposition believes that 
its candidate Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia 
won.

Gonzalez Urrutia, 75, went into exile in 
Spain in September.

European Parliament chief Roberta Met-

sola said the two fi gures represented “all 
Venezuelans inside and outside the country 
fi ghting to restore freedom and democracy”, 
as she announced the award in the parlia-
ment in Strasbourg, France.

Machado said she was honoured to share 
the prize.

“This recognition is for every political 
prisoner, people who sought asylum or are 
exiled, and every citizen of our country who 
defends what they believe,” she said in a 
statement on social media.

Gonzalez Urrutia hailed the prize as em-
bodying “the deep solidarity of the peoples of 
Europe with the Venezuelan people and their 
struggle to recover democracy”.

“The fi ght isn’t over,” he said. “We will 
keep our pledge to meet our goals until the 
end.”

Machado and Gonzalez Urrutia were 
nominated for the award by the centre-right 

European People’s Party, the largest political 
grouping in the EU parliament.

The hard-right European Conservatives 
and Reformists (ECR) group also supported 
them.

ECR co-chair Nicola Procaccini said their 
win was “a sign of support for all the people 
who have been living under oppressive con-
ditions for many years”.

There will be an award ceremony in Stras-
bourg in December. The winner receives a 
€50,000 ($54,000) prize.

Named after Soviet physicist and politi-
cal dissident Andrei Sakharov, previous re-
cipients of the award include South Africa’s 
Nelson Mandela and late Russian opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny.

For Machado, it is her second prize after 
she won the top European rights prize in Sep-
tember awarded by the Council of Europe, 
which is not an EU institution.

Venezuelan opposition fi gures win EU rights prize
AFP/Reuters
Strasbourg/Brussels/Caracas

Thai PM says 
sorry for 2004 
massacre

Thailand’s prime minis-
ter has apologised for the 
deaths two decades ago 

of dozens of Muslim protesters 
who were piled up in army trucks, 
hours from the expiry of the stat-
ute of limitations on an incident 
over which no state offi  cial has 
been convicted.

The security crackdown in the 
town of Tak Bai in 2004 caused the 
deaths of 85 people and was one of 
the most high-profi le events of a 
separatist insurgency that re-ig-
nited that same year and has since 
killed more than 7,600 people.

“I am deeply saddened for what 
happened and apologise on behalf 
of the government,” Prime Minis-
ter Paetongtarn Shinawatra said.

The incident in predominantly 
Buddhist Thailand captured in-
ternational attention and drew 
widespread condemnation, after 
78 people were crushed to death 
or suff ocated while bound and 
piled on top of each other in army 
trucks. Seven others were shot 
dead.

The crackdown was widely 
known as the Tak Bai massacre 
and took place under the admin-
istration of Paetongtarn’s father, 
Thaksin Shinawatra, a key fi gure 
behind her ruling Pheu Thai Party.

Attempts to prosecute security 
personnel have failed, including 
two in the past two months.

In August, a court accepted a 
criminal lawsuit by victims’ fami-
lies against seven offi  cials, among 
them a retired general and ruling 
party lawmaker, but all of those 
failed to show up at a hearing.

A separate case against eight 
other personnel fi led by the attor-
ney-general last month has made 
no progress. – Reuters

Jailed former Malaysia prime minister 
Najib Razak has issued a rare apology 
for his mishandling of the multibillion-

dollar 1MDB fi nancial scandal, but main-
tained he had no knowledge of illegal trans-
fers from the now-defunct state fund.

1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB), 
a sovereign wealth fund co-founded by Na-
jib in 2009 while he was premier, has faced 

probes in at least six countries over the al-
leged misappropriation of $4.5bn by top of-
fi cials of the fund and their associates.

Malaysia’s top court in 2022 upheld a 
guilty verdict against Najib for corruption 
and money laundering for illegally receiv-
ing about $10mn from former 1MDB unit 
SRC International, sentencing him to 12 
years in prison.

The sentence was later cut by a pardons 
board chaired by Malaysia’s former king.

Najib, 71, has consistently denied wrong-
doing and on Wednesday he expressed re-
morse about the 1MDB scandal in a letter 
read at a press conference by his son, Mo-
hamad Nizar Mohd Najib.

“It pains me every day to know that the 
1MDB debacle happened under my watch as 

minister of fi nance and prime minister,” the 
former premier said, according to the letter. 
“For that, I would like to apologise unre-
servedly to the Malaysian people.”

Malaysian anti-graft investigators have 
said their probes into 1MDB during Najib’s 
tenure were blocked, with witnesses dis-
appearing and death threats made against 
them. – Reuters

Malaysia’s jailed ex-PM Najib apologises for mishandling of 1MDB scandal

New Zealand 
airport sets 
three-minute 
limit on hugs

A New Zealand airport has 
imposed a three-minute 
limit on farewell hugs, 

sparking a worldwide debate over 
how long to cling on for a cuddle.

Bosses at the international air-
port in the southern city of Dun-
edin say that they were surprised 
by the viral response to their new 
rule in the car drop-off  zone.

“To keep things moving 
smoothly, we’ve installed new sig-
nage, including the ‘Max hug time 
3 minutes’ sign,” said airport chief 
executive Daniel De Bono. “It’s our 
way of being a little quirky and re-
minding people that the drop-off  
zone is for quick farewells.”

“And don’t worry – just a 
20-second hug is enough to re-
lease oxytocin and serotonin, the 
happy hormones that boost well-
being, so three minutes is plenty 
of time to say goodbye and get 
your dose of happiness.”

People who want a longer hug 
can use the car park, where the 
fi rst 15 minutes are free, he said.

The hug restriction made head-
lines worldwide and prompted a 
divided online response.

“I’m just glad there’s no mini-
mum hug time. A ‘see ya soon’ 
suffi  ces,” one woman commented 
on the airport’s Facebook page.

“Hug Police!? This is just weird! 
Hugs are proven to have many 
benefi ts not to mention mental 
health,” said another poster.

The airport said it started the 
hug limit in September with little 
initial reaction.

“We have just been surprised 
how much global interest there 
has been,” said the airport’s mar-
keting and communications ex-
ecutive, Sarah Soper. – AFP

Trump would fire 
special counsel 
Jack Smith

Republican presidential can-
didate Donald Trump said 
yesterday that he would im-

mediately fi re Jack Smith, the spe-
cial counsel who brought two fed-
eral cases against him, if he wins 
the November election.

Trump – who is awaiting sen-
tencing on separate charges re-
lating to hush money payments 
– is facing charges of conspiring 
to overturn the results of the 2020 
election, which could see him face 
potential fi nes or prison time if 
convicted.

His comments to conservative 
podcast host Hugh Hewitt target-
ing Smith, who works under the 
nominally independent US justice 
department, prompted the cam-
paign of his election rival Kamala 
Harris to accuse him of thinking 
he was “above the law”.

The former US president, who 
has threatened to prosecute his 
perceived political enemies if 
reelected, was asked by Hewitt 
whether he would pardon himself 
or dismiss Smith on his fi rst day 
back in the White House.

“It’s so easy. I would fi re him 
within two seconds,” Trump stat-
ed.

Smith, who was appointed 
special counsel by Democratic 
President Joe Biden’s attorney-
general Merrick Garland, fi led two 
cases against Trump after he left 
the White House.

A US president does not have 
the authority to dismiss a special 
counsel, but if reelected Trump 
could appoint a new attorney-
general who could do so. – AFP

Three off icers hurt 
in Mexico car blast

A car bomb detonated yesterday 
outside a police station in a 
Mexican state hit hard by drug 
cartel violence, wounding three 
off icers, local off icials said.
The bomb exploded in Acambaro 
in Guanajuato state, and the injured 
included a woman off icer who was 
hospitalised in serious condition, 
the public security department of 
the town said on social media.
The blast damaged the police 
station, four houses and several 
homes but the police off icers 
were the only people hurt, the 
department said. – AFP

One dead in central 
Kabul explosion

An attacker carrying a bomb in a 
bag killed a child and wounded 11 
others in a market in Afghanistan’s 
capital, police said yesterday.
The attack took place in a central 
area of Kabul on Wednesday, 
although Taliban off icials only 
confirmed the incident yesterday.
“The perpetrator has had one of his 
legs amputated and is now under 
detention,” a spokesman for the 
ministry of the interior said. 
– AFP/Reuters



By Mariana Mazzucato 
and Vera Songwe
London

As fi nance and climate ministers gather 
in Washington this week for the annual 
meetings of the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank Group, they 

should focus on the need for new economic 
development pathways that are compatible with 
the Paris climate agreement’s goal of limiting 
global warming to 1.5° Celsius.

The fi nal report of the Group of Experts to 
the G20 Taskforce for a Global Mobilisation 
Against Climate Change calls on the G20, whose 
members account for around 85% of world 
GDP, to advance green industrial strategies 
supported by comprehensive fi nancial reforms. 
Development should be oriented around 
nationally determined contributions (NDCs) 
– the Paris agreement’s term for countries’ 
emissions-reduction plans – and governed in a 
way that emphasises equity within and between 
countries.

Without a change of course, global warming 
is projected to exceed 3°C, leading to a loss 
of at least 18% of global GDP by 2050. The 
dominant models of economic growth are 
pushing the planet toward collapse, with 
potentially irreversible consequences for 
people and economies. Since G20 member 
states are responsible for 80% of current and 
past greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions, they 
should be responsible for 80% of the emissions 
reductions needed to achieve the 1.5°C goal.

The climate crisis is a direct result of 
economic choices. To change the direction of 
economic growth so that it respects planetary 
boundaries, green industrial strategies must go 
beyond picking favoured sectors or technologies. 
If oriented around achieving “missions” like 
the NDCs, they can catalyse innovation and 
investment across many diff erent sectors, thus 
driving an economy-wide transformation.

Instead of subsidising specifi c sectors with 
few strings attached, governments should seek 
to open new market opportunities for willing 
businesses of all sizes, from all sectors.

In doing so, they should hold these businesses 
to a high standard in terms of GHG emissions, 

wages, support for workers through structural 
economic changes, and reinvestment of 
profi ts in productive activities like research 
and development. Crucially, to accelerate the 
transformation, governments must repurpose 
existing fossil-fuel subsidies (which continue 
to rise), and make public support for fossil-
fuel-intensive industries contingent on 
decarbonisation.

Implementing green industrial strategies 
should not be a task solely for ministries of 
industry or climate. Whole-of-government 
engagement and a redesign of key institutions 
and tools – not least public procurement and 
public fi nance – is needed to support NDC 
targets.

Green industrial strategy also requires a global 
lens. New global-governance structures are 
needed that can focus on equity and ensure that 
all countries benefi t from green growth. Since 
the climate crisis is a global challenge, tackling 
it requires global collaboration – including 
through technology- and knowledge-transfer 
agreements and support for building green 
manufacturing capacity in low- and middle-
income countries.

To that end, green fi nance must be made 
more accessible globally. Wealthier countries – 
especially those that contributed more to historic 
GHG emissions – should use their greater 
fi nancial means to help scale up green fi nance, 
and to ensure that it is designed to be aff ordable, 
patient (long-term), and risk-tolerant.

Without such support, low- and middle-
income countries will remain fi scally 
constrained, inhibiting their ability to invest in 
green industrial strategies or climate-change 
mitigation and adaptation. They will be forced 
into a vicious cycle of increasing climate 
vulnerability and deteriorating public fi nances.

The current disparity in the global allocation 
of green fi nance is stark. Since 2021, high-
income countries and China have attracted over 
90% of new clean-energy investment, while 
borrowing costs for low- and middle-income 
countries have continued to rise. Though these 
countries are the least responsible for GHG 
emissions, they are burdened with a “climate 
risk premium” that infl ates the cost of fi nance.

Thus, the G20 should champion expanded 
long-term concessional loans, grants, and debt 
and liquidity relief so that all countries can 

pursue green growth without increasing their 
debt burdens. It should also support existing 
eff orts – such as the Bridgetown Initiative – 
to achieve a more equitable global fi nancial 
architecture.

Building on the work of Finance in Common, 
national development banks should be 
empowered to scale up patient, NDC-aligned 
capital, including through strengthened 
collaboration with multilateral development 
banks. These institutions are well positioned 
to direct green fi nance, drawing on their local 
knowledge, public mandates, and potential to 
crowd in private capital that would otherwise 
shy away from riskier projects.

Finally, a stable fi nancial sector that considers 
systemic climate risks is crucial for accelerating 
and sustaining the green transition. The G20 
can reinforce the importance of prudential 
regulators adopting more robust interoperable 
taxonomies to strengthen disclosures, collecting 
better data, and improving predictive climate 
models.

Similarly, central banks have a key role 
to play in accounting for climate-related 
fi nancial risks and supporting conditions that 
encourage more private fi nance to fl ow toward 
green investments – and discourage fi nancial 
fl ows to carbon-intensive projects. Doing so 
would not be a departure from central banks’ 
existing mandates. In fact, “market neutrality” 
can have the perverse eff ect of creating 
favourable fi nancing conditions for carbon-
intensive activities that ultimately threaten 
macroeconomic and fi nancial stability.

The G20 under Brazil’s presidency should 
lead the way toward pathways for new economic 
development, and for the forthcoming South 
African G20 presidency to take this agenda 
forward. Green growth is not just possible; it is 
imperative.

Mariana Mazzucato, founding director 
of the UCL Institute for Innovation and Public 
Purpose, is Co-Chair of the Group of Experts 
to the G20 Taskforce for a Global Mobilisation 
Against Climate Change. Vera Songwe, 
Senior Adviser at the Bank for International 
Settlements’ Financial Stability Institute, is 
Co-Chair of the Group of Experts to the G20 
Taskforce for a Global Mobilisation Against 
Climate Change.

Europe’s waning competitiveness is once again in the spotlight. 
Addressing this long-standing problem will require, among other 
things, increased investment in the European economy’s capacity for 
innovation. To achieve that, recent reports by former Italian prime 
ministers Mario Draghi and Enrico Letta, and an April speech by French 
President Emmanuel Macron, have called for a European version of the 
United States’ Defence Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). 

The idea is hardly new. In fact, several such institutions already exist in 
the region, including the European Innovation Council (EIC), Germany’s 
Federal Agency for Disruptive Innovation (SPRIN-D), and the United 
Kingdom’s Advanced Research and Invention Agency (ARIA). But all 
have so far failed to realise the full potential of a European DARPA.

The EU’s innovation agenda is even more urgent now: Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine has underscored the need to strengthen the bloc’s 
defence industrial base, and the global artifi cial-intelligence race 
has highlighted the importance of dominating in advanced civilian 
technology.

Recreating DARPA’s success in the EU requires understanding how 
it really works. Established in response to the Soviet Union’s launch of 
the Sputnik satellite in 1957, DARPA gives its staff  the freedom to pursue 
long-shot ideas. Perhaps most importantly, DARPA has employed a 
revolutionary research-investment model, which diff ers from current 
European practices.

For starters, DARPA takes a targeted approach to addressing specifi c 
problems related to US defence and security. In its 2021 congressional 
overview, for example, the agency emphasised its strategic focus 
on defending the country, deterring adversaries, and advancing 
foundational research to solve security challenges. By contrast, 
ARIA currently works in seven “opportunity spaces,” from precision 

neurotechnologies 
to mathematics for 
safe AI. And while 
SPRIN-D focuses on 
fewer issues – circular 
biomanufacturing, 
long-duration energy 
storage, and carbon-
to-value applications 
– none is related to 
defence.

DARPA’s 
achievements can also 
be attributed to its 
programme managers, 
who have a high degree 

of decision-making autonomy. After identifying a need or challenge 
within the overall defence mission, managers defi ne a “technological 
white space” and select projects that could fi ll it. While the UK’s ARIA 
has been able to replicate this approach, European funding agencies 
continue to rely on an institutionalised peer-review system and selection 
processes that are long and cumbersome.

In addition to its narrower defence scope, DARPA has a much larger 
budget – more than $4bn per year. By contrast, the EIC awarded a total 
of €159mn ($173mn) to 43 new projects across fi ve broad challenges in 
2023. SPRIN-D has taken a more targeted approach, allocating between 
€500,000 and €3mn to a smaller number of initiatives.

Another important ingredient of DARPA project managers’ success 
in making audacious and large-scale bets is that they have fewer 
preconceived notions about which researchers should receive funding 
and how they should spend it. In 2020, more than 60% of DARPA 
support went to industry, while less than 20% went to universities 
and colleges. But most public innovation programmes in Europe focus 
on academia, and political priorities often infl uence how funds are 
earmarked.

Moreover, after initial allocations, DARPA project managers use 
milestones to redistribute funding to well-performing projects and end 
those that have failed to meet expectations – an approach that makes 
the most effi  cient use of available resources and has become the agency’s 
hallmark. European funders, on the other hand, allocate money with as 
little organisational overhead as possible and never pull fi nancing from a 
project that is not achieving its goals.

The case for a European DARPA remains as strong as ever. But to 
copy the agency’s success in advancing technological innovation, EU 
policymakers should focus on bolstering collective security – including 
defence, which is underfunded on the continent. 

Although SPRIN-D, ARIA, and the EIC have made some 
improvements to research funding by giving freedom and control to 
their partners, they have not gone far enough, both in terms of resource 
allocation and post-award management. The EU can and should develop 
its own version of DARPA, but only after it understands the pillars on 
which the agency stands. – Project Syndicate
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What the G20 can do for green growth

Can Europe 
really build its 
own DARPA?

European leaders 
have called for 
the EU to create its 
own version of the 
US government’s 
DARPA. But this is 
not a new idea

Cultural diversifi cation: 
A tool for economic growth 

By Maria Del Rio

Throughout history, 
cities have undergone 
significant 
transformations when 

they opened themselves to 
cultural diversity, enriching 
their social status and driving 
economic growth. This dynamic 
can be seen in ancient cities 
like Babylon in Mesopotamia 
and Alexandria in ancient 
Egypt, where the convergence 
of different cultures fostered 
unprecedented cultural, 

scientific, and economic 
development. 

Babylon, one of the most 
important cities of antiquity, 
became a melting pot of cultures. 
Due to its strategic location on 
caravan trade routes, it was a 
central hub for commerce and 
knowledge. Babylonians, Persians, 
Greeks, and other social groups 
coexisted, bringing with them 
their languages, traditions, and 
knowledge. This diversity was 
key to Babylon’s growth, as the 
city adopted technological and 
scientifi c advancements from 
various cultures, such as the 
use of cuneiform writing and 
developments in astronomy and 
mathematics.

Similarly, Alexandria, founded 
by Alexander the Great in 331 BCE, 
stood out for its cultural openness. 
It became a centre of learning and 
trade where Greeks, Egyptians, 
and other Mediterranean cultures 
interacted. The famous Library 
of Alexandria was a refl ection of 
this diversity, housing texts from 
all over the ancient world and 

becoming a beacon of knowledge. 
The interaction between 
diff erent cultures in Alexandria 
enabled signifi cant advances 
in mathematics, medicine, and 
philosophy, profoundly impacting 
the ancient world.

 Today, we can observe a similar 
phenomenon in Qatar, a country 
that has experienced exponential 
growth in recent decades due to 
its openness to diff erent cultures. 
Historically, Qatar was a nation 
reliant on fi shing and the pearl 
trade, but its economy exploded 
after the exploitation of its gas 
and oil resources. With a market 
that was highly pivoted by 
embracing foreign technologies in 
the liquefaction, processing and 
transportation of gas, Qatar showed 
the world an example of how when 
foreign knowledge and expertise, 
if well received, can result in 
fl ourishing economic growth. 

There is a signifi cant portion of 
Qatar’s economic growth driven 
by its openness to foreign talent, 
and most importantly, the ability 
of their people to embrace openly, 

eff ectively and respectfully other 
ideas and foreign work cultures.

Modern Qatar hosts workers, 
entrepreneurs, and investors from 
all over the world, facilitating 
a continuous exchange of 
knowledge and technology. And, 
as weird as it might look in today’s 
world where cultural diff erences 
seem to be one of the biggest 
factors behind of social confl icts, 
here in Qatar all these diff erent 
nationalities, religions and 
backgrounds exist in an ambience 
of respect and harmony; proof 
of that numerous analyses of 
worldwide security, making Qatar, 
one of the safest countries in the 
world. Like the ancient cities of 
Babylon and Alexandria, cultural 
diversity has been a key driver of 
Qatar’s development. The ability 
to integrate ideas and talent from 
diverse backgrounds has enabled 
the country to position itself as 
an economic hub in the Gulf, 
demonstrating that diversity 
not only enriches societies but 
also fuels long-term economic 
growth.



On the authority of Zayd ibn Ar-
qam (radhiallaahu ‘anhu) that 
the Messenger of Allah (sallal-

laahu ‘alaihi wa sallam) used to say, “O 
Allah, I seek refuge in you from knowl-
edge which does not benefi t, from a 
heart which does not feel humble, from 
a soul that does not feel contented 
and from an invocation that is not an-
swered.” [Muslim] Indeed the Prophet’s 
seeking refuge from knowledge which 
doesn’t benefi t comprises many things:

So look, for example, at the books of 
philosophy and those of the Ahl-ul-
Kalaam. They have become prevalent 
and widespread even so far as being 
included into the syllabuses of institu-
tions and universities. A student may 
waste most of his time trying to com-
prehend what an author intended, and 
once understood he feels no real gain 
from that, neither towards his religion, 
nor his life, nor towards his community 
or the Muslim Ummah.

A student spends years mastering 
various subjects, not having any affi  nity 
to the reality of life, nor bringing him 
any nearer to Allah.

How many biographies of unimpor-
tant, notorious characters are found, 
examinations are set about them 
and certifi cates are granted because 

of them. Their status is raised on an 
international level. This is on the one 
hand, while on the other hand we 
remain ignorant of the biographies of 
the Companions of the Messenger of 
Allah, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam. 
We are ignorant of the tafseer of even 
the shortest Chapters of the Qur’an, 
ignorant of basic rulings of fi qh that 
everyone is required to know, and 
maybe people will treat greatly if I said: 
We are ignorant of many fundamentals 
of our ‘aqeedah.

The Indications of Benefi cial 
Knowledge

Everything has its indications and 
signs. Indications that knowledge is 
benefi cial are that it leads to fi ne char-
acter, good manners and praiseworthy 
attributes. In this regard it was said: 
“He whose knowledge doesn’t cause 
him to weep, can be justifi ably consid-
ered not to have been granted benefi cial 
knowledge, since Allah described the 
people of knowledge saying:

“Say believe in it (the Qur’an) or do not 
believe. Verily! Those who were given 
knowledge before it, when it is recited to 
them, fall down on their faces in humble 
prostration. And they say: ‘Glory be to 
our Lord! Truly, the Promise of our Lord 
must be fulfi lled.’ And they fall down on 

their faces weeping and it adds to their 
humility.” [Al-Israa’ (17):107-109]

Thus knowledge carries its possessor 
towards humility, prostration, crying, 
calling oneself to account and truthful-
ness with Allah.

Indeed crying is the clearest sign 
and best proof of the knowledge one 
possesses and of a person’s truthful-
ness. What is the benefi t of knowledge 
a person learns, if it doesn’t lead him 
to crying, humbleness, penitence and 
good dealings with the people?

Is not the possessor of knowledge 
one who knows most about his Lord? 
Has he not read about His Exalted, 
Perfect, Lofty Attributes that which 
causes his heart to humble and his eyes 
to shed tears? Has he not read in the 
Book of Allah and in the sayings of the 
Messenger of Allah, sallallaahu ‘alaihi 
wa sallam, texts pertaining to the Fire, 
the terror in the grave and the fearful 
accounts of the Resurrection because 
of which mountains are humbled out of 
the fear of Allah?

So compare your position to this – may 
Allah have mercy upon us – and don’t 
forget the virtuous saying, “He who’s 
knowledge doesn’t cause him to weep, 
can be justifi ably considered not to have 
been granted benefi cial knowledge.”

Seeking refuge from knowledge 
that does not benefi t

On missing the Friday prayer
Q: “Is there any excuse to miss the 

Friday prayer, due to work?”
A: It is a fundamental practice in fiqh 

(Islamic law) to pray the Friday prayer. It 
is an individual obligation that concerns 
every adult Muslim male (i.e. it is non-
obligatory for females). The Qur’anic 
evidence is in Suratul Jumu’ah Verses 
9-10: “Oh ye who believe, when the call 
is proclaimed to prayer on Friday, hasten 
earnestly to the remembrance of Allah 
and leave off business and that is best 
for you if you but knew (9) And when the 
prayer is finished, then you may disperse 
through the land, and seek of the bounty 
of Allah and remember Allah frequently, 
that you may prosper (10).”

In the Sunnah, Imam Ahmad and 
Muslim both narrated that Ibn Mas’oud, 
radiallaahu ‘anhu, reported the Prophet, 
sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, to have said 
for some people who missed the Friday 
prayer “I considered instructing a man 
to lead the prayer, then to set fire to the 
houses of those who miss the prayer on 
Friday.”

Again, Muslim narrated from Abu 
Hurairah, radiallaahu ‘anhu, and Ibn 
Umar, radiallaahu anhumaa, heard the 
Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, 
saying from the minbar (pulpit), “Those 
who are missing the Friday prayer should 
abstain from that or Allah may stamp 
on their hearts, then they will be among 
those far from Allah.”

Muslim scholars are agreed on the 
obligation of Friday prayer. However, 
there may be a legitimate excuse. That 
may be in the case of a person who is in 
charge of a security post during the last 
call for the prayer. This is applicable for 
any duty of national interest, e.g. police 
and traffic officers, wireless, telephones, 
intelligence officers or any others whose 
duty is of national security and welfare 
importance (During the last call for the 
prayer). Those could be excused from 
praying Friday prayer or any other prayer 
in congregation. Allah says, “So fear Allah 
as much as you can”. Surah At-Taghabun 
(64), verse 16.

Also, the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam, said, “Keep away from anything 
that I have instructed you to avoid and 
fear Allah to the best of your capability”. 
This of course, does not mean that you 
may leave Dhuhr prayer. No. You should 
pray it in its time. Other excuses not to 
pray in congregational prayers are the 
likes of chronic diseases and fear (i.e. be-
ing harmed) to join the assembly.

We advise you as well as ourselves to 
fear Allah alone, and do decent works, 
recite the Qur’an frequently and do ac-
cordingly, read useful books and accom-
pany good people. Hold to your religion. 
Look for another job that which does 
not contradict with your prayer time 
and religious rites. Allah will give you an 
alternative.

The bestowal of Friday upon Muhammad’s Ummah
Allah, The Exalted, endowed the Um-

mah of Muhammad with distinct 
characteristics – in this worldly life 

and the Hereafter – that were not con-
ferred upon any of the nations before it. 
Although it is the last nation to arise in this 
worldly life, it surpasses all preceding na-
tions in status, for it is a witness over them 
all. Its divine law (Shari‘ah) and its divine 
book (the Qur’an) will not be abrogated 
unto the Day of Resurrection, and all pre-
vious nations were commanded to follow 
its religion, in addition to many other spe-
cial merits.

It was narrated on the authority of Bahz 
ibn Hakeem, narrating from his father, 
from his grandfather, that the Messenger 
of Allah, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam 
(may Allah exalt his mention), said: “On 
the Day of Resurrection, we will complete 
seventy nations, of whom we are the last 
and the best.” [Ibn Maajah, Al-Albaani: 
Hasan]

He, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, also 
said: “My nation was made the best of all 
nations.” [Ahmad, Al-Albaani: Hasan]

Moreover, it was narrated on the au-
thority of Mu‘aawiyah ibn Haydah, may 
Allah be pleased with him, that he heard 
the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, 
say: “You are the completion of 70 na-
tions, and you are the best of them and the 
most honourable of them in the Sight of 
Allah.” [Ibn Maajah, Al-Albaani: Hasan]

Despite existing after the past na-
tions, the Muslim Ummah precedes them 
all in merit, and this is an honour for its 
Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, the 
master of mankind. Allah, The Exalted, 
Says (what means): {You are the best 
nation produced [as an example] for man-
kind.} [Qur’an 3:110]

Ibn Katheer, may Allah have mercy 
upon him, said: “The Muslim Ummah 
attained such unparalleled precedence 
in all aspects of goodness because of its 
Prophet, Muhammad, sallallaahu ‘alaihi 
wa sallam, for he is the noblest of creation 
and the most honourable Messenger in 
the Sight of Allah, who sent him with the 
perfect and complete Shari‘ah that was 
never given to any Prophet or Messenger 
before him. By following his Sunnah, a 
few deeds thereof are more rewardable 
than the many deeds performed by other 
nations.”

It was narrated on the authority of Abu 
Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
that he heard the Messenger of Allah, 
sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, say: “We 
(Muslims) are the last (nation to arise) but 
(we will be) the foremost on the Day of 
Resurrection, though the former nations 
were given the Scriptures before us, and 
this (Friday) was their day, the celebration 
of which was made obligatory on them 
but they diff ered about it so Allah guided 
us to it, and the people came after us with 
regard to it: the Jews tomorrow (Saturday) 
and the Christians the day after tomorrow 
(Sunday).” [Muslim]

Ibn Hajar, may Allah have mercy upon 
him, said: “It means that this Ummah, 
even though it was the last nation to 
emerge, shall surpass all past nations in 
the Hereafter. Muslims will be the fi rst 
people to be gathered on the Day of Resur-
rection, the fi rst to be reckoned, the fi rst 
to be judged among, and the fi rst to enter 
Paradise.”

Al-Qaadhi ‘Iyaadh, may Allah have 
mercy upon him, said: “As for his saying, 
‘We (Muslims) are the last (nation to arise) 
but (we will be) the foremost on the Day of 
Resurrection,’ it was said that the Muslim 
Ummah is the last nation in time but it 
exceeds all previous nations in merit, and 
Muslims shall be the fi rst among whom 
Allah, The Exalted, will judge on the Day 
of Resurrection, and they will enter Para-
dise before all nations as well.”

Ibn al-Jawzi, may Allah have mercy 
upon him, said: “We are the last na-
tion in time, but we shall be the fi rst to 
enter Paradise. It was also said that since 
the Jews chose Saturday (Sabbath) and 
the Christians chose Sunday and Allah 
guided us to Friday, which precedes those 

two days, then we precede them in this 
worldly life and shall precede them in the 
Hereafter as well.”

Ibn Rajab, may Allah have mercy upon, 
said: “His saying, ‘We (Muslims) are 
the last (nation to arise),’ means the last 
chronologically; the Prophet, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, was the last Prophet of 
Allah and his Ummah is the last of all the 
nations. His saying, ‘but (will be) the fore-
most,’ means that it surpasses all nations 
in merit and honour in the Sight of Allah. 
Allah, The Exalted, Says (what means): 
{You are the best nation produced [as an 
example] for mankind.} [Qur’an 3:110]

Friday is the master of days and the 
best day upon which the sun rises. It is a 
day of celebration for Muslims that recurs 
every week. It was narrated on the author-
ity of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbaas, may Allah 
be pleased with him, that the Prophet, 
sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallamsaid: “This is 
a day of ‘Eid (a day of celebration) which 
Allah has chosen for the Muslims. So 
whoever comes to the Friday prayer, let 
him perform Ghusl (ritual bath) and if he 
has perfume then let him apply some; and 
I urge you to use the Siwaak (tooth stick).” 
[Ibn Maajah, Al-Albaani: Hasan]

Allah, The Exalted, singled out the 
Muslim Ummah with the distinct be-
stowal of Friday and misguided the Jews 
and Christians from this honour, as they 
favoured instead Saturday and Sunday re-
spectively. It was narrated on the author-
ity of Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, that he heard the Messenger of 
Allah, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, say: 
“We are the last (nation to emerge) but the 
foremost on the Day of Resurrection, and 
are the fi rst to enter Paradise, even though 

they were given the Book before us and we 
were given it after them. They disagreed 
and Allah guided us aright on whatever 
they disagreed regarding the truth. And 
it was this day of theirs about which they 
disagreed, but Allah guided us to it, and 
that is Friday. So today (Friday) is for us, 
tomorrow is for the Jews, and the day after 
tomorrow is for the Christians.” [Muslim]

An-Nawawi, may Allah have mercy 
upon him, said: “As for his saying, ‘it 
was this day of theirs about which they 
disagreed, but Allah guided us to it,’ Al-
Qaadhi said, ‘It seems that the veneration 
of Friday was deemed obligatory on them 
without specifi cation, and it was left to 
be determined by their Ijtihaad (scholarly 
reasoning) to perform their rituals on it, 
but they disagreed and Allah did not guide 
them to it while He ordained it upon this 
Ummah clearly and did not leave it to be 
determined by their Ijtihaad; accordingly, 
they [the Muslims] won the privilege of 
venerating Friday.’”

Ibn Hajar, may Allah have mercy upon 
him, said: “The Hadith clearly underlines 
the merits of this Ummah that exceed the 
merits of the previous nations, may Allah 
bless it.”

Ibn al-Qayyim, may Allah have mercy 
upon him, said in the course of discuss-
ing Friday: “... It is superior to all days of 
the week because of the obligatory and 
recommended acts of worship that are 
especially performed on it ... In compari-
son to other days, Friday is like the month 
of Ramadan to other months. The hour in 
which supplication is answered on Friday 
is like Laylatul Al-Qadr (Night of Decree) 
in Ramadan. Therefore, whoever avails 
himself of Friday as due, will avail himself 

of his whole week; whoever avails himself 
of Ramadan as due, will avail himself of 
his whole year, and whoever avails himself 
of his Haj as due, will avail himself of his 
whole life span. This is because Friday is 
the standard of the week, Ramadan is the 
standard of the year, and Haj is the stand-
ard of the lifetime.”

There are many Ahaadith (pl. of Hadith) 
that highlighted the virtues and distinct 
characteristics of Friday, including the 
following ones:
It was narrated on the authority of 

Aws ibn Aws, may Allah be pleased with 
him, that the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi 
wa sallam, said: “Among the most excel-
lent of your days is Friday; on it Adam was 
created, on it he died, on it the Trumpet 
will be blown (to announce the Hour), 
and on it all creatures will swoon (sink 
into a fainting with horror), so invoke 
more blessings on me that day, for your 
prayers will be presented to me.” They 
said: “O Messenger of Allah, how will our 
prayers be presented to you when your 
body has decomposed?” He said: ‘Allah, 
The Exalted, has forbidden the earth from 
consuming the bodies of the Prophets.” 
[Abu Daawood, Al-Albaani: authentic]

It was narrated on the authority of Abu 
Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
that the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam, said: “The best day the sun rises 
over is Friday; on it Adam was created; on 
it he was admitted to Paradise; and on it 
he was expelled from it.” [Muslim]

The author of Riyaadh Al-Afhaam 
fee Sharh ‘Umdat Al-Ahkaam said: “It 
seems that these specifi ed events are not 
mentioned in the context of enumerating 
the virtues of Friday, because expelling 
Adam from Paradise and the occurrence 
of the Last Hour cannot be classifi ed as 
virtues. Rather, it is a listing of signifi cant 
events that happened or shall happen on 
that day (Friday) to urge the slave of Allah 
to be well-prepared for it by performing 
righteous deeds qualifying him to receive 
the mercy of Allah, The Exalted, or to be 
spared potential adversities.”
The forgiveness of sins and misdeeds 

committed between the two Fridays for 
those who attended the Friday prayer, 
as evidenced by a Hadith cited by Al-
Bukhari. It was narrated on the author-
ity of Salmaan al-Faarisi, may Allah 
be pleased with him, that the Prophet, 
sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said: “Any 
man who performs Ghusl on Friday, cleans 
himself as best as he can, oils his hair or 
applies whatever perfume available in his 
house, sets forth for the mosque, does not 
separate two people (to make a seat for 
himself), and off ers the voluntary prayers 
he wishes to off er then listens attentively 
while the Imaam delivers the sermon, he 
will have all his sins between that time 
and the last Friday forgiven.” [Muslim]

The version cited by Muslim reads: “He 
who performed ablution well then came 
to the Friday prayer and listened atten-
tively (to the Khutbah), his sins between 
that time and (the last) Friday would be 
forgiven with three days extra; and he who 
touched pebbles has committed Laghw 
(engaged in futile activity).”
Friday includes an hour during which 

the supplications of a Muslim are defi -
nitely answered. Abu Hurairah, may Allah 
be pleased with him, narrated that the 
Messenger of Allah, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam, said: “There is an hour on Friday 
during which if a Muslim is standing in 
prayer asking Allah for something good, 
Allah will give it to Him.” [Muslim]
Whoever attends the Friday prayer 

from its start (the fi rst hour) earns abun-
dant rewards, as evidenced by the Hadith 
narrated on the authority of Abu Hurai-
rah, may Allah be pleased with him, that 
the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, 
said: “The one who performs Ghusl (simi-
lar to the Ghusl) of Janaabah on Friday 
and then goes (to the mosque to perform 
the Friday prayer) is like one who off ers 
a camel as a sacrifi ce, and the one who 
comes at the second hour is like one who 
off ers a cow, and the one who comes at the 

third hour is like one who off ers a horned 
ram, and the one who comes at the fourth 
hour is like one who off ers a hen, and the 
one who comes at the fi fth hour is like one 
who off ers an egg. And when the Imaam 
comes out, the angels come and listen to 
the mention of Allah (the Khutbah).” [Al-
Bukhari]

Since Allah, The Exalted, singled out 
the Muslim Ummah with Friday, the 
Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, 
used to venerate it and perform special 
acts of worship and good deeds on that 
day in particular. One of the special acts of 
worship prescribed for that day is invok-
ing peace and blessings on the Messenger 
of Allah, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, 
abundantly (more than on other days of 
the week).

It was narrated on the authority of Aws 
ibn Aws, may Allah be pleased with him, 
that the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam, said: “Among the most excellent 
of your days is Friday, so invoke more 
blessings on me that day for your prayers 
will be presented to me.” [Abu Daawood, 
Al-Albaani: authentic] Moreover, it was 
narrated on the authority of Abu Ad-
Dardaa’, may Allah be pleased with him, 
that the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam, said: “Invoke blessings upon me 
abundantly on Friday, for it is a witnessed 
day; the angels witness it.” [Ibn Maajah 
and At-Tabaraani, Al-Albaani: Hasan]

Ibn al-Qayyim may Allah have mercy 
upon him, said: “The Messenger of Allah, 
sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, is the master 
of all people, and Friday is the master of 
days, and therefore invoking peace and 
blessings on him on that day in particular 
is superior to invoking them on him on 
any other day. Another wisdom is that all 
the good bestowed on his Ummah in the 
worldly life and what will be conferred 
upon them in the Hereafter they re-
ceived it at his hands. Allah, The Exalted, 
combined for his Ummah all good in this 
worldly life and the Hereafter, and the 
greatest honors bestowed upon them take 
place on Friday. On Friday, they will be 
resurrected and sent to their homes and 
palaces in Paradise, and it is the day when 
the believers will see their Lord after they 
enter Paradise. Moreover, it is an ‘Eid for 
them in this worldly life, a day on which 
Allah, The Exalted, grants them their 
requests, fulfi ls their needs, and does not 
turn down whoever invokes Him. All these 
virtues have been conferred upon them 
because of him and through his agency 
and the knowledge of which was conveyed 
to them by him, and therefore we should 
invoke peace and blessings upon him on 
Thursday night and throughout Friday 
to express our gratitude to him and fulfi l 
some of his due rights over us. Allah, The 
Exalted, Says (what means): {Indeed, 
Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, 
and His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you 
who have believed, ask [Allah to confer] 
blessing upon him and ask [Allah to grant 
him] peace.} [Qur’an 33:56]

Allah, The Exalted, favored Friday with 
many virtues and Ibn al-Qayyim, may Al-
lah have mercy upon him, brilliantly listed 
and enumerated them in his book Zaad 
Al-Ma‘aad. Allah singled out the Muslim 
Ummah with this blessed day, and it is 
known that He favoured some days over 
others, some months over others, some 
places over others, just as He favoured 
some of His Prophets and Messengers 
over others. Allah, The Exalted, Says 
(what means): {Those messengers - some 
of them We caused to exceed others.} 
[Qur’an 2:253] Undoubtedly, there is a 
great wisdom behind it; He Says (what 
means): {He is not questioned about what 
He does, but they will be questioned.} 
[Qur’an 21:23]

Article source: http://www.islamweb.net/
emainpage/
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United Development Company (UDC), 
the master developer of The Pearl and 
Gewan Islands, is relishing the success 

of “The Pearl Cirque” that has become a stan-
dout attraction in Doha’s entertainment scene, 
a statement said.

Since its debut on October 17, the circus ex-
travaganza has attracted thousands of spec-
tators at Porto Arabia’s waterfront, 30 La 
Croisette, and will continue its captivating per-

formances until tomorrow (Saturday).
The Porto Arabia Amphitheatre has been 

transformed into a circus arena, under the can-
opy of a vintage-inspired tent.

Adorned with nostalgic circus posters and 
illuminated by twinkling fairground lights, the 
venue evokes the classic charm of the golden 
age of circuses.

Audiences can enjoy thrilling performances 
by acrobats, jugglers, clowns, mimes, and fi re 
dancers, all under the direction of a ringmaster 
who adds a touch of theatrical fl air to the show.

Since opening night, families and visitors 
from across Doha have delighted in not just the 
circus performances but also culturally sig-
nifi cant acts, including the Qatari ardha sword 
dance.

Alongside the live shows, a variety of funfair 
games have been set up around the venue, en-
suring entertainment for all ages.

These booths feature skill and luck-based 
games.

Tickets sold out rapidly, prompting the ad-
dition of extra performances on weekends to 
accommodate the overwhelming demand from 
spectators.

With three daily shows at 5pm, 7pm, and 
9pm, along with an extra weekend performance 
at 11pm, each show welcomed close to 240 at-
tendees.

‘The Pearl Cirque’ 
wows thousands

Years of Culture will present 
“Benchellal: Monumental ‘sculpt-
ing past tomorrow’”, the fi rst mu-

seum solo exhibition dedicated to the 
work of Moroccan-Dutch designer Mo-
hamed Benchellal at the National Mu-
seum of Qatar (NMoQ) from November 1 
to January 18.

The exhibition features a new col-
lection of couture dresses designed and 
crafted during the designer’s Artist Resi-
dency at Liwan Design Studios and Labs 
and inspired by Qatar.

To be held at NMoQ’s Gallery 13, the 
exhibition presents Benchellal’s exqui-
site couture as monumental works of art, 
thoughtfully juxtaposed against the ar-
chitectural marvels of Qatar that inspired 
them.

Best known for exceptional draping and 
use of sustainable materials, Benchellal’s 

garments refl ect the harmony between 
craftsmanship and environmental re-
sponsibility, according to a statement.

“Over the past decade, Arab fashion 
design has thrived in the region with in-
stitutions like Fashion Trust Arabia and 
the Arab Fashion Council uplifting and 
supporting talent in the region and its 
diaspora,” curator Al Shaima Ayoub said 
in a press statement. “Benchellal’s work 
represents an important milestone and a 
valuable addition to the history of our ex-
hibitions, adding to the legacy of fashion 
in the Arab world.”

Benchellal’s journey with Qatar began 
in 2021 when he won the Fashion Trust 
Arabia (FTA) Award, subsequently em-
barking on his transformative Artist Resi-
dency at Liwan.

The collection presented at the NMoQ 
embodies his distinctive fusion of futur-

istic Middle Eastern aesthetics and tradi-
tional couture.

Refl ecting on the signifi cance of the ex-
hibition, Benchellal said: “This exhibition 
marks a major milestone in my career. It 

was just two years ago that I received the 
FTA award presented by Her Highness 
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser at the muse-
um, and it is an honour to return with my 
fi rst-ever museum presentation.”

“The exhibition is my tribute to the 
region – a celebration and ode to its for-
ward-looking vision, its culture, and its 
place in the world of fashion,” he said.

In addition to Benchellal’s couture col-
lection, the NMoQ partnered with M7 to 
display the historical and contemporary 
connections between Qatari and Moroc-
can cultures through fashion focusing on 
sustainable methods of garment making.

The pieces on view will illustrate the 
evolution of sustainable design, in rela-
tion to Benchellal’s commitment to zero-
waste techniques.

Among the highlights is a traditional 
wool daff ah (cloak) adorned with hand-

stitched Zari designs from the NMoQ’s 
collection.

Meanwhile, M7 will collaborate with 
Qatari designer Mashael al-Naimi, owner 
of the Mhefhef brand, to reinterpret the 
bisht in a modern context – crafting an 
abaya from handwoven Tusar silk, in-
spired by the architectural beauty of the 
Kasbah Gate.

Mooza Salem al-Kuwari, assistant cu-
rator for Early History and Archaeology 
at the NMoQ, said: “The daff ah display 
demonstrates the evolution of the gar-
ment from a utilitarian object to one of 
adornment.”

“Our goal is to bridge the past and the 
present, connecting traditional garment-
making techniques with modern design 
sensibilities, and highlighting the cul-
tural exchange and sustainable practices 
passed down through generations.”

f C lt ill t g t fl t th h b t j t t g th t I i d th tit h d Z i d ig f th NM Q’
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The Katara Astronomy Exhibition 
opened yesterday at Katara – the 
Cultural Village’s Al Thuraya Plan-

etarium, showcasing scientifi c models 
created by students from various schools 
and universities in Qatar.

Titled “Innovations and Science – 
Shaping the Future from Idea to Creativ-
ity”, the event forms part of the Katara 
Space Science Programme and is organ-
ised in collaboration with Maps Interna-
tional.

It will run until tomorrow (October 26) 
from 3pm-9pm.

The exhibition aims to provide a plat-
form for aspiring young scientists to dis-
play their work and engage with cutting-
edge developments in fi elds such as space 
exploration, artifi cial intelligence (AI), 
robotics, machine learning, planetary 
systems, and space travel.

The platform off ers participants the 
chance to exchange ideas and deepen 
their passion for space and astronomy.

A crucial part of Katara’s mission is to 
create an environment that nurtures in-
novation, curiosity, and critical thinking 
for future generations.

One of the unique projects on display 
is a sustainable and economical summer 
shelter for cats designed by Anoushka 
Mahajan, a home-study student.

Her creation utilises readily available 
clay pots to create a naturally cool envi-
ronment for feline friends.

“It is made of two clay pots; it’s basi-
cally sustainable and economic,” Mahajan 
told Gulf Times yesterday as she prepared 
for the opening.

“Clay pots are porous, so water inside 
evaporates easily,” she said. “The sunlight 
causes the water to evaporate, cooling the 
air inside and the entire shelter.”

She added that a refl ective roof further 
enhances the cooling eff ect.

Mahajan’s inspiration stemmed from a 
personal connection.

“I love cats, and there are many strays 
around my house,” she explained. “I feed 
and care for them, and in the summer, it 
gets very hot. They always want to come 
inside, and that inspired me.”

Mahajan hopes to collaborate with or-
ganisations to bring her design to a larger 
scale.

“We’re here at the fair so more people 
will know, and we can take it further,” she 
said.

The exhibition features several compe-
titions, with awards for the Best Compre-
hensive Scientifi c Model, Most Innova-
tive Design, and Best Use of Technology.

A panel of judges will select winners, 
who will receive prizes including gift 
cards and science kits.

All participants will receive certifi cates 
of appreciation.

Organisers noted that the event serves 
as a launch pad for promising young tal-
ent, providing recognition and encour-
agement for the next generation of scien-
tists and innovators.

Young innovators stand out at Young innovators stand out at 
Katara Astronomy ExhibitionKatara Astronomy Exhibition
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Anoushka Mahajan 
showcasing her project. 
PICTURES: Joey Aguilar

Students from various 
schools in Doha present 
scientific models at the 
exhibition.
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