
Trump, Harris 
woo voters

Ruling coalition loses
majority in Japan

Calls for probe into
Georgian elections

Iran president vows 
response to ‘strikes’

Donald Trump supporters lined up 
for his rally yesterday at a famous 
New York arena while Kamala 
Harris went neighbourhood to 
neighbourhood in Philadelphia, 
just over a week before America 
votes in an extraordinarily close 
White House race. Trump’s 
gathering at the nearly 20,000-
seat Madison Square Garden 
drew a blitz of coverage in 
the Republican’s home city - a 
Democratic stronghold. Both 
candidates are making closing 
pitches in one of America’s most 
divisive and suspense-filled 
electoral fights. Page 11

Japan’s ruling coalition lost its 
parliamentary majority in a 
drubbing at yesterday’s national 
election, raising uncertainty 
over the make-up of the next 
government and the outlook for 
the world’s fourth-largest economy. 
With all but 20 of the 465 seats 
accounted for, Prime Minister 
Shigeru Ishiba’s Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), which has ruled 
Japan for almost all of its post-war 
history, and junior coalition partner 
Komeito took 209 seats in the 
lower house of parliament. Page 11 

The Georgian opposition 
yesterday called for protests 
and the European Union 
demanded an investigation into 
“irregularities” after a disputed 
legislative vote that showed a 
win for the ruling party accused 
of moving towards Russia’s orbit. 
Pro-Western President Salome 
Zurabishvili accused Moscow 
of being behind the election 
fraud, calling it a “Russian 
special operation”. Amid angry 
opposition claims over the 
result, Zurabishvili called for a 
rally on Monday. Jailed former 
president Mikheil Saakashvili 
also called for mass protests.

President Masoud Pezeshkian 
said yesterday that Iran did not 
seek war with Israel but was 
ready to deliver “an appropriate 
response” to strikes this week 
on Iranian military sites. “We 
do not seek war but we will 
defend the rights of our nation 
and country,” Pezeshkian told 
a cabinet meeting, adding: 
“We will give an appropriate 
response to the aggression of 
the Zionist regime.”
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani met yesterday at his office in 
Lusail Palace, with Deputy Ruler of Abu Dhabi 
and National Security Adviser of the sisterly 
United Arab Emirates, Sheikh Tahnoun bin 
Zayed al-Nahyan, along with his accompanying 
delegation.
At the outset of the meeting, Sheikh Tahnoun 
conveyed the greetings and best wishes of 
President of the UAE Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed 
al-Nahyan and Vice-President, Prime Minister, 
and Ruler of Dubai Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
al-Maktoum to His Highness the Amir, and their 
wishes for the Amir’s good health and happiness 

and for the Qatari people further development and 
prosperity.
In response, His Highness the Amir entrusted 
Sheikh Tahnoun with his greetings to the president, 
and the vice-president, prime minister, and ruler of 
Dubai, wishing them good health and well-being 
and the people of the UAE continued progress and 
prosperity.
The meeting discussed enhancing the strong 
fraternal relations between Qatar and the UAE, in 
addition to a host of topics of mutual interest.
HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin 
Jassim al-Thani attended the meeting.(QNA)

Amir, deputy ruler of Abu 
Dhabi review relations

Qatar Tourism Awards 2024 winners revealed

Qatar Tourism (QT) revealed 
the winners of the Qatar 
Tourism Awards 2024 yes-

terday, at an event dedicated to 
honouring the organisations and 
individuals elevating the country 
as a premier global destination. 

The winners of the second edi-

tion of the awards were announced 
at a ceremony at the Raffl  es Doha 
Ballroom, attended by QT and 
Visit Qatar chairman HE Saad bin 
Ali al-Kharji, UN Tourism execu-
tive director Natalia Bayona, and 
regional director (Middle East) 
Basma al-Mayman.

Developed in partnership with 
the World Tourism Organisation 
(UN Tourism), the QT Awards are 
designed to encourage all industry 
actors who directly, or indirectly, de-
liver experiences to Qatar’s visitors 
to emulate exceptional initiatives 
characterised by uniqueness, sus-

tainability, accessibility, and high-
quality service, a statement said.

In his opening remarks, HE al-
Kharji said over 1,200 applicants 
were evaluated, “refl ecting the 
growing interest from the public 
to participate in such prestigious 
awards”.

“Qatar Tourism is committed 
toward a clear strategy aimed at 
making Qatar one of the fastest 
growing tourist destinations in 
the region, with service excellence 
at the heart of our priorities,” he 
stated. 

“Qatar Tourism Awards has 
become a benchmark of excel-
lence, highlighting the best off er-
ings, services, innovations, and 
achievements in the tourism sec-
tor,” he said while encouraging all 
tourism professionals to apply for 
the next edition of the awards and 
showcased all the advantages in-
cluding full access to the Winners 
Alumni Network.

This year, the QT Awards ex-
panded from three to seven cat-
egories to ensure a comprehensive 
and inclusive representation of the 
visitor experience. The categories 
were: Service Excellence, Gastro-
nomic Experiences, Iconic Attrac-
tions, World- Class Events, Digital 
Footprint, Smart and Sustainable 
Tourism, and Community Leader-
ship. To Page 6

A group picture of the winners with QT off icials and guests.

Hussain Alfardan gets Lifetime Achievement in Tourism awardHussain Alfardan gets Lifetime Achievement in Tourism award

Egypt proposes 
initial two-day 
Gaza ceasefi re
AFP/Reuters
Cairo

Egyptian President  Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi has proposed 
an initial two-day ceasefi re 

in Gaza
and limited hostage and pris-

oner exchange aimed at securing 
“a complete ceasefi re”.

The proposal includes exchang-
ing four Israeli hostages held in 
Gaza for Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli jails, and would be followed 
by more negotiations within 10 
days, Sisi said at a news confer-
ence in Cairo.

He did not say whether the plan 
had been formally presented to ei-
ther Israel or Hamas.

Egypt, alongside Qatar and the 
United States, has for months 
been mediating indirect talks with 
little success.

Israeli spy chief David Barnea 
was due in Qatar yesterday for 
talks aimed at restarting negotia-
tions towards a hostage deal.

There was no immediate com-
ment from Israel or Hamas but 
a Palestinian offi  cial close to the 
mediation eff ort told Reuters: “I 
expect Hamas would listen to the 
new off ers, but it remains deter-
mined that any agreement must 
end the war and get Israeli forces 
out of Gaza.”

Israel has said the war cannot 
end until Hamas has been wiped 
out as a military force and govern-
ing entity in Gaza.

Families of the hostages have 

called on the Israeli government 
to broker an agreement in the 
wake of the killing of Hamas’ 
leader Yahya Sinwar earlier this 
month.

Earlier yesterday, Israeli De-
fence Minister Yoav Gallant said 
“painful concessions” would be 
needed in negotiations and that 
military action alone would not 
achieve the country’s war aims.

Out of 251 hostages, 97 are still 
held in Gaza including 34 the Is-
raeli military says are dead.

Speaking in Cairo, Sisi warned 
of famine and said it was “very 
important that aid enters as soon 
as possible”.

At least 42,924 Palestinians, a 
majority of them civilians, have 
been killed in the Israeli off en-
sive on Gaza, according to fi gures 
from the Hamas-ruled territory’s 
health ministry.

Israeli strikes kill 45 across Gaza; 
civilians’ plight unbearable: UN
Reuters
Cairo

Israeli military strikes killed 
at least 45 Palestinians across 
the Gaza Strip yesterday, 

most of them in the north of the 
enclave, Palestinian health of-
fi cials said, as eff orts to secure a 
ceasefi re in the more than year-
long war resumed in Qatar.

The directors of the CIA and 
Israel’s Mossad intelligence 
agency will meet with Qatar’s 
prime minister in Doha, an of-
fi cial briefed on the talks told 
Reuters.

The death toll from Israel’s 
campaign in Gaza is approach-
ing 43,000, Gaza health offi  cials 
say, with the densely populated 
enclave in ruins.

At least 43 of those killed yes-
terday were in northern Gaza, 
where Israeli troops have re-

turned to ‘root out’ Palestinian 
resistance (Hamas) fi ghters who 
it says have regrouped there.

The United Nations said the 
plight of Palestinian civilians 

in northern Gaza was “unbear-
able” and the confl ict was being 
“waged with little regard for the 
requirements of international 
humanitarian law”.

Displaced Palestinian light a fire at their tent as they live at a 
cemetery, in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, yesterday.

The proposal 
includes 
exchanging four 
Israeli hostages 
for Palestinian 
prisoners, 
and would 
be followed 
by more 
negotiations 
within 10 days

Hezbollah fires rockets at north Israel
Hezbollah said it fired rockets at 
northern Israel yesterday, a day 
after it declared several areas in 
the region a “legitimate target” due 
to the presence of Israeli troops.
The Iran-backed Lebanese group, 
at war with Israel since last 
month, said it targeted a “military 
industries base north of Haifa...
with a large rocket salvo”.
Since late September Hezbollah 

has announced similar strikes 
against defence industry facilities 
and military bases near Haifa, a 
major northern Israeli city.
The group also claimed rocket 
fire on Nahariya and drone 
strikes near Acre, both of which 
are north of Haifa.
Hezbollah issued an evacuation 
warning for more than 20 areas 
in northern Israel on Saturday.
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Shura Council attends 
Arab Parliament 
meetings in Cairo

The Shura Council yester-
day participated in the fi rst 
plenary meeting of the fi rst 

session of the fourth legislative 
term of the Arab Parliament at 
the headquarters of the General 
Secretariat of the Arab League in 
Cairo.

The Council was represented 
in the meeting by Shaikha bint 
Yousef al-Jufairi, Issa bin Ahmed 
al-Nasr, Salem bin Rashid al-Mu-
raikhi, and Hamad bin Abdullah 
al-Mulla, members of the Shura 
Council and members of the Arab 
Parliament.

The session discussed the over-
all developments and a number of 
Arab issues, in addition to the lat-
est developments in the occupied 
Palestinian territories. It also re-
viewed the reports of the standing 
committees and a number of top-
ics related to strengthening joint 
Arab action.

The session adopted a draft de-
cision on the situation in Palestine 
and the occupied Arab territories, 
which included the Arab Parlia-
ment’s affi  rmation of the right of 
the Palestinian people to establish 
their independent state with its 
capital in East Jerusalem, which 
is an integral part of the occupied 
Palestinian territories.

The resolution condemned the 
ongoing Israeli violations against 
the Palestinian people, including 
settlements, population displace-
ment, land confi scation, and at-
tacks on Islamic and Christian 
holy sites.

The Arab Parliament’s decision 
stressed the need to provide con-
tinuous Arab support to enhance 
the steadfastness of the Palestin-
ians, especially in fi nancial and 
political aspects, and to provide 
legal support to protect Pales-
tinian rights in international or-
ganisations. It also called on the 
international community and the 
Security Council to take serious 
steps to stop Israeli violations and 
ensure the protection of the Pales-
tinian people and their property, 
and to oblige Israel to implement 
relevant international legitimacy 
resolutions. The Shura Council 
delegation had earlier participated 
in the procedural session of the 
Arab Parliament, during which 
the president and vice presidents 
as well as heads of the permanent 
committees of the Arab Parlia-
ment were elected.

Hamad bin Abdullah al-Mulla 
was elected (by acclamation) as 
Chair of the Foreign Aff airs, Po-
litical and National Security Com-
mittee of the Arab Parliament. 
Mohammed bin Ahmed al-Yamahi 

was elected as President of the 
Arab Parliament.

On the other hand, Shaikha al-
Jufairi participated in the com-
mittee that supervised the elec-
tions of the Parliament president 
and his deputies. Furthermore 
the Shura Council delegation 
participated in meetings of the 
permanent committees of the 
Arab Parliament.

In this context, Shaikha bint 
Yousef al-Jufairi participated in 
the meeting of the Social, Edu-
cational, Cultural, Women and 
Youth Aff airs Committee, while 
Issa bin Ahmed al-Nasr par-
ticipated in the meeting of the 
Economic and Financial Aff airs 
Committee, Salem bin Rashid 
al-Muraikhi participated in the 
meeting of the Legislative, Legal 
and Human Rights Aff airs Com-
mittee, and Hamad bin Abdullah 
al-Mulla participated in the meet-
ing of the Foreign Aff airs, Political 
and National Security Committee 
of the Arab Parliament.

During their meetings, the per-
manent committees discussed an 
array of important topics.

The Social, Educational, Cul-
tural, Women and Youth Aff airs 
Committee addressed the promo-
tion of social and cultural values 
in Arab countries, and touched on 
education and upbringing issues, 
and the development of policies 
that support women’s and youth 

rights, with a focus on empower-
ing them socially and economical-
ly, and combating the challenges 
they face, such as unemployment 
and domestic violence.

The Economic and Financial 
Committee also raised the eco-
nomic challenges facing Arab 
countries, such as infl ation and 
unemployment rates, and the im-
pact of global economic changes 
on member states, and discussed 
ways to enhance Arab economic 
cooperation and support joint 
investment initiatives to achieve 
sustainable development.

The Legislative, Legal and Hu-
man Rights Aff airs Committee 
discussed human rights issues in 
the Arab world, and adopted a re-
port on the most prominent pro-
posed legislation to protect rights 
and freedoms, which included 
strengthening legal frameworks 
to combat cross-border crimes, 
protecting the rights of minorities 
and freedom of expression, and 
supporting reform legislation.

The Foreign, Political and Na-
tional Security Aff airs Committee 
also addressed the current po-
litical situation in the Arab region, 
with a focus on security issues, 
including foreign interventions 
and regional political crises, and 
called for strengthening Arab-
international co-operation to en-
hance stability and Arab national 
security. (QNA)

CGB president launches fi rst 
edition of ‘Irtiqa’ programme

President of the Civil Service 
and Government Develop-
ment Bureau (CGB) and 

Secretary-General of the National 
Planning Council, Abdulaziz bin 
Nasser bin Mubarak al-Khalifa 
yesterday launched the inaugural 
edition of the ‘Irtiqa’ programme.

A joint initiative between the 
National Planning Council and 
the Civil Service and Government 
Development Bureau, the pro-
gramme aims to enhance the skills 
of teams managing projects under 
Qatar’s Third National Develop-
ment Strategy (NDS3), in align-
ment with Qatar National Vision 
2030.

The ‘Irtiqa’ programme wel-
comes 50 participants from ten 
government agencies involved in 
projects under NDS3. This fi rst 
edition, set to continue through 
July, is structured to build es-

sential skills to support eff ective 
project implementation, ensuring 
projects contribute successfully to 
the nation’s long-term develop-
ment goals.

In his address, Abdulaziz bin 
Nasser bin Mubarak al-Khalifa 
emphasised that the programme 
refl ects Qatar’s commitment to 
developing human resource ca-
pabilities, equipping civil servants 
with international best practices, 
and fostering excellence in im-
plementing national development 
plans. 

He described ‘Irtiqa’ as an in-
vestment in human capital, fo-
cused on empowering government 
teams to execute their tasks with 
high effi  ciency, consistent with 
NDS3 objectives.

The ‘Irtiqa’ programme includes 
a comprehensive array of applied 
training modules and intensive 

skill-building sessions tailored 
to the practical needs of partici-
pants, enabling them to make di-
rect contributions to their respec-
tive projects. The programme also 
integrates cutting-edge technolo-
gies, including virtual reality and 
generative artifi cial intelligence, 
off ering an innovative educational 
experience that enhances learning 
outcomes and enriches the project 
development process.

As a transformative initiative, 
the ‘Irtiqa’ programme is designed 
to cultivate a proactive, adaptable 
civil service dedicated to achiev-
ing the national goals outlined in 
Qatar National Vision 2030. By 
equipping government represent-
atives with the tools needed for 
eff ective project management, the 
programme plays a crucial role in 
driving national development 

forward. (QNA)

Palestinian rights discussed

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani sent yesterday cables of congratulations to Governor-General of Saint Vincent 
and the Grenadines Susan Dougan on the anniversary of her country’s Independence Day. HE the Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani also sent a 
similar cable of congratulations to Prime Minister of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines Ralph Gonsalves on 
the occasion. (QNA)

Amir greets governor-general of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

HE the Minister of Justice and 
Minister of State for Cabinet 
Aff airs Ibrahim bin Ali al-
Mohannadi met yesterday with 
the visiting Minister of Justice 
of Saudi Arabia Dr Walid bin 
Mohammed al-Samaani. The 
meeting addressed areas of 
legal and judicial co-operation 
between Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia and ways to enhance 
and develop it. (QNA)

Justice minister meets Saudi counterpart

Qatar, India convene for fifth 
round of political consultations

Qatar and India held the fifth 
round of political consultations 
in Doha yesterday. The Qatari 
delegation was led by HE 
the Secretary-General of the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Dr 
Ahmed bin Hassan al-Hammadi 
while the Indian delegation 
was headed by Under-
Secretary for Consular Aff airs, 
Passports, Visas, and Overseas 
Indian Aff airs at India’s Ministry 
of External Aff airs, Arun Kumar 
Chatterjee. The consultations 
addressed avenues for deepening co-operation across various sectors, in addition to reviewing 
regional and international issues of mutual concern. (QNA)
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Qatar Charity in pact 
to support orphans’ 
education in Jordan

Qatar Charity (QC) has 
signed a partnership 
agreement with the Aman 

Fund for Orphans in Jordan (a 
charity established by Queen Ra-
nia), a statement said yesterday. 

Under this agreement, the edu-
cation of 18 students benefi tting 
from the fund will be supported. 

The signing took place in the 
presence of Qatar’s ambassador to 
Jordan Sheikh Saud bin Nasser bin 
Jassim al-Thani, QC Jordan offi  ce 
general supervisor Saleh al-Marri, 
and Aman Fund’s general director 
Noor al-Hammoud.

This collaboration is part of 

QC’s ongoing eff orts in its social 
responsibility in Jordan, includ-
ing providing educational oppor-
tunities for low-income students, 
especially orphans, empowering 
them to build a better future.

The benefi ciaries are distrib-
uted across various areas of the 
capital, Amman, and northern 
Jordan, studying diverse fi elds 
such as business administration, 
physical and health education, 
management information sys-
tems, and radio and television, 
among others, at public and pri-
vate universities.

Ambassador Sheikh Saud al-

Thani, said: “Our Qatari humani-
tarian institutions strive through 
their continuous support for 
charitable humanitarian work in 
Jordan to strengthen our mutual 
brotherly relations.” Al-Marri 
said: “Qatar Charity seeks to en-
hance co-operation with trust-
worthy and impactful Jordanian 
charitable organisations to unify 
eff orts in serving humanitar-
ian issues. Al-Hammoud, lauded 
the collaboration by stating that 
QC’s contribution to support the 
Aman Fund represents a model 
of humanitarian and charitable 
work in Jordan.

Over 2,000 to participate in first Mena Over 2,000 to participate in first Mena 
edition of World Summit AI  in Dohaedition of World Summit AI  in Doha

The Middle East and North African (Mena) 
edition of World Summit AI, scheduled to 
take place in Doha on Dec 10-11, will attract 

over 2,000 participants gathering under the theme 
“Putting Humanity at the Heart of AI.” 

This event is the fi rst global summit on artifi cial 
intelligence (AI) in the region, organised by Inspired-
Minds in collaboration with the Ministry of Com-
munications and Information Technology (MCIT). It 
will convene at the Doha Exhibition and Convention 
Center (DECC), bringing together a select group of 
experts and decision-makers to explore the latest ad-
vancements in AI. The summit is expected to unveil 
the new National AI Strategy 2024. It will highlight 
key topics such as human-AI interaction, AI-driven 
innovation, and responsible AI governance.

Participants at the summit aim to produce out-
comes that enhance decision-making for the region’s 
digital future. In addition to gaining insights into the 
latest AI developments, they will outline the future of 
AI in the region. The summit off ers a unique oppor-
tunity for startups and digital companies of all sizes 
to connect with global industry leaders in AI, forge 
strategic partnerships, and contribute to shaping the 

future of AI in the Middle East and North Africa.
The event will feature over 100 expert speakers in 

the fi eld of artifi cial intelligence and cover 10 special-
ised tracks across four main stages, with a particular 
focus on Intelligent Health and the use of AI to save 
lives.

Since its inception in 2017, the World Summit AI 
has gained international recognition as the most in-
fl uential gathering of AI experts and visionaries.

The summit in Doha will serve as a platform to dis-
cuss the future of AI, explore challenges, and uncover 
new opportunities, attracting global attention as the 
largest assembly of AI leaders and innovators world-
wide.

It will focus on the strategic vision of Qatar and 
its leadership in AI within the region, while enhanc-
ing unique opportunities for startups, investors, and 
business partners.

The organisation of this summit in Doha aligns 
with Qatar National Vision 2030, recognising AI as a 
critical technological enabler across its four main pil-
lars: economic, social, human, and environmental. AI 
supports the economic pillar’s goal of developing a 
knowledge-based economy.(QNA)

The View Hospital in a Qatar firstThe View Hospital in a Qatar first
for private healthcare sectorfor private healthcare sector

QIB, Visa reveal summer campaign winners

The View Hospital in affi  li-
ation with Cedars-Sinai 
has successfully per-

formed the fi rst full-thickness 
corneal graft transplant surger-
ies (penetrating keratoplasty) in 
Qatar’s private healthcare sec-
tor, a statement said yesterday. 

Performed by a highly skilled 
team from the Ophthalmology 
Department at The View Hos-
pital, these complex procedures 
involved replacing the damaged 
cornea, off ering patients suf-
fering from corneal disorders a 
chance to regain their sight. 

Corneal transplant surgery is 
a highly specialised and deli-
cate procedure, that involves 
the full-thickness transplan-
tation of the cornea to replace 
damaged tissue, allowing for 
the restoration of sight in pa-
tients with severe corneal 
conditions. These surgeries 

were performed using state-
of-the-art technology, further 
positioning The View Hospital 
as a leader in innovative medi-
cal care.

Dr Fatih Mehmet Gul, CEO of 
The View Hospital, said: “The 
successful corneal transplants 
refl ect the skill and dedication 
of our medical team, marking a 
signifi cant advancement in the 
range of specialised healthcare 
services now available in Qatar’s 
private healthcare sector. Re-
storing vision for these patients 
has been incredibly rewarding, 

and we look forward to continu-
ing to off er life-changing treat-
ments at The View Hospital.”

This milestone is a testament 
to The View Hospital’s com-
mitment to providing cutting-
edge care and advancing medi-
cal treatments in the fi eld of 
ophthalmology. It solidifi es the 
hospital’s role as a pioneer in 
Qatar’s private healthcare sec-
tor, as it consistently strives to 
enhance patient outcomes and 
ensure the best possible results 
for patients in Qatar and the re-
gion, the statement added.

Qatar Islamic Bank (QIB) and Visa have an-
nounced the winners of the Summer Cam-
paign, which ran from July 1 to September 

30, 2024.
The campaign off ered QIB Visa cardholders the 

chance to win four BMW iX40 electric cars and cash 
prizes for 90 winners totalling QR900,000 during 
the campaign period. QIB awarded up to 20,000 
loyalty points to new Visa credit cardholders for 
activating and spending on the card within the fi rst 
30 days of card issuance. In line with Qatar National 
Vision 2030 and the bank’s commitment to sustain-
ability, QIB chose to award electric cars as grand 
prizes to encourage its customers to make sustain-
able choices that contribute to a better future by 
reducing the carbon emissions. Masoud Ibrahim al-
Marri, Rashid Dakhilalla al-Nabet, Rashid al-Man-
soori, and Ghanim Jaber al-Kubaisi were announced 
winners of the BMW electric iX40 cars. They were 

welcomed at Al Sadd branch to collect their prizes. 
In addition to the grand prizes, 90 Visa cardholders 
received cash prizes of QR10,000 each upon their 
qualifi cation for the draw by using their Visa Credit 
or Debit Card for a transaction worth QR500 or 
more during the campaign period. The draw proc-
ess was conducted electronically and overseen by 
representatives from QIB and the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry. “We are pleased to once again 
partner with Visa to introduce this opportunity to 
win prestigious prizes, all while contributing to a 
more environmentally sustainable future,” said D 
Anand, QIB’s General Manager – Personal Bank-
ing Group. Shashank Singh, Visa’s VP and general 
manager for Qatar and Kuwait, said its collabora-
tion with QIB for this summer campaign under-
scores the commitment to delivering outstanding 
rewards and creating memorable experiences for 
Visa cardholders in Qatar.

Qatar’s first full-thickness 
corneal transplants 
performed

Summer campaign winners.

QRCS project to assist 
families in northern Syria

Katara Astro Fair ends with awards ceremony

In pursuit of food security and 
livelihood support for the most 
vulnerable families in northern 

Syria, Qatar Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS) has launched a new devel-
opment project to help enhance 
livestock breeding and to ensure 
self-dependence for widows with 
no breadwinners, by providing 
dairy cows/sheep, training, fod-
der, and veterinary services for 
three months.

Implemented in Aleppo and 
Idlib countryside in co-operation 
with the Binaa Organisation for 
Development, the project involves 
providing 50 families with 50 dairy 
cows (one cow per family), as well 
as distributing 500 heads of sheep 
to 100 families (fi ve heads of sheep 
per family). This livestock will 
represent a permanent source of 

income for the benefi ciaries, as 
they will be able to produce and 
sell milk and dairy products, thus 
meeting the needs of the local 
market, while securing their own 
needs.

Also, the veterinary care services 
for cows and sheep will be secured 

for three months, including vac-
cinations and treatment to ensure 
good health and better productiv-
ity for the livestock. The benefi ci-
aries will receive technical support 
from veterinarians, who will make 
monthly visits to provide guidance 
and supervision. (QNA)

Cultural Village Foundation 
— Katara concluded suc-
cessfully the Katara Astro 

Fair that was held from October 
24 to 26, 2024 at Al Thuraya Plan-
etarium.

Organised by Katara in col-
laboration with MAPS Interna-
tional, the fair featured hands-on 
projects, interactive exhibits, and 
live painting activities that added 
a creative touch to the event. Over 
three days, the Astro Fair brought 
together young science enthusi-
asts, space experts, and the wider 

community to explore the won-
ders of science and the vital role 
of space technology in addressing 
global challenges.

Winners were recognised in 
various categories, receiving cash 
prizes as a testament to their crea-
tivity and dedication and Salman 
al-Nuaimi, director of the Follow-
up and Co-ordination Unit at Ka-
tara, distributed the trophies to 
the winners.

The winners include Future 
Scientist Award for Most Inno-
vative Concept for the project 

Handmade Jet Engine Model by 
Birla Public School; Young In-
novator Award for Creative Prob-
lem-Solving Idea jointly awarded 
to the project AI-Enabled As-
sistance by Qatar Science and 
Technology Secondary School for 
Boys and Robotic Hand by Ghalib 
Shajea and Nawaf Alammari; 
Outstanding Presentation and 
Design Award for the project Mu-
sic from the Cosmos: The Melody 
of Space-Time by Noble Inter-
national School; Most Popular 
Community Choice Award for the 
project Automated Gas Leakage 
Alert and Safety System by Birla 
Public School; Best Decorative/
promising Award jointly awarded 
for the project GenRx; and Bring-
ing Precision Medicine Home.

These awards recognised 
projects that demonstrated in-
novative thinking, impactful 
solutions, and exceptional pres-
entation skills, encouraging the 
students to continue exploring 
and innovating within the realms 
of science and technology. (QNA)
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Labour ministry holds 
awareness workshop 
on occupational safety

The Ministry of La-
bour, represented 
by the Occupational 

Safety and Health Depart-
ment, organised an aware-
ness workshop for workers 
from several private sector 
companies in the munici-
pality of Al Sheehaniya.

The workshop aimed to 
inform participants about 
occupational safety and 
health guidelines applica-

ble to both work and living 
environments. As part of 
its ongoing commitment 
to worker protection, the 
ministry seeks to enhance 
awareness of occupational 
safety and encourage the 
adoption of effective prac-
tices to prevent risks and 
injuries during work and 
in accommodations.

During the workshop, 
representatives from the 

Occupational Safety and 
Health Department pro-
vided a comprehensive 
overview of the principles 
and requirements of occu-
pational safety and health, 
as well as methods for pre-
venting injuries and infec-
tious diseases. They also 
introduced healthy behav-
iours and emphasised the 
importance of adhering to 
safety guidelines.(QNA)

First batch of fuel to supply Lebanese army arrives in Beirut

Qatar Fund for Development 
(QFFD) has announced that the 
fi rst batch of fuel to support the 

Lebanese army had arrived at the Port of 
Beirut. 

The Qatari assistance aims at bol-
stering the capabilities of the Lebanese 

army in addressing the increasing secu-
rity challenges, and supporting the con-
tinuity of its vital operations in light of 
the current economic conditions. QFFD 
provided similar support last year, sup-
plying the Lebanese army with $30mn 
worth of fuel for six months. (QNA)

Hamad bin Abdullah al-Mulla, a member of the Shura Council, won by acclamation the chairmanship of the foreign and 
political aff airs and national security committee of the Arab Parliament during the parliament’s procedural session that was 
held on Saturday as part of its first session of the fourth legislative term at the headquarters of the General Secretariat of 
the Arab League in Cairo. (QNA)

HE Chairman of Qatar Media 
Corporation (QMC) Sheikh Hamad 
bin Thamer al-Thani met yesterday 
with Sudan’s ambassador to Qatar 
Ahmed Abdel-Rahman Siwar al-
Dahab. They discussed during the 
meeting media relations between 
the countries and ways to bolster 
and develop them. (QNA)

Qatar wins chairmanship of Arab Parliament’s 
foreign and political affairs committee

QMC chairman meets Sudan’s ambassador

Call for leveraging Finnish experience in education

HE Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education 

(MoEHE) Dr Ibrahim bin Saleh 
al-Nuaimi urged the male and 
female teachers participat-
ing in the second cohort of the 
“Khebarat” programme for Qa-
tari teachers who are being sent 
to Finland to benefi t from the 
Finnish experience in education 
and to study the reasons behind 
its excellence and leadership, 
emphasising the importance 
of adopting best practices in 
preparation for localising them 
in a manner suitable for  local 
context.

He also stressed the need to 
highlight the strengths of the 
nation’s leading educational 
system, including values and 
ethics. He called on them to be 
ambassadors for their country 
in a way that befi ts its interna-
tional reputation while refl ect-
ing its ideals and traditions. 
Furthermore, he encouraged 
them to be a qualitative addition 
to the education system upon 
their return.

This took place during his 
meeting with 14 male and fe-
male teachers, along with their 
parents and companions. The 
decision was made to send them 
to Finland from Oct 21-Nov 29. 
This visit aims to explore the 
Finnish education experience 
and participate in classroom 
immersion lessons in various 
learning environments with 
their peers in Finnish schools. 
This step follows the success-
ful experience of the fi rst cohort 
of the “Khebarat” programme, 
which enhances their profes-
sional growth.

The meeting, attended by 
senior offi  cials from the min-
istry, aimed to introduce the 
teachers and their parents to 
one another and their compan-
ions in the programme. 

They were also prepared for 
their trip by providing the nec-
essary procedures, guidelines, 
and instructions they needed 
to know before and during 
their stay in Finland. Topics 
discussed included the school 
environment, its systems and 
procedures, the educational 
community, weather condi-
tions, living and housing condi-
tions, transportation, and Finn-
ish society’s cultural and social 
context. 

Their questions and inquiries 
were also addressed, contribut-
ing to facilitating their experi-
ence while in Finland.

In his speech during the 
meeting, HE the undersecre-
tary of the MoEHE thanked the 
teachers for joining the “Khe-
barat” programme and pro-
vided them with inspiring tips 
and guidance. He praised their 
commitment and eagerness to 
learn from leading global expe-
riences, which will assist them 
in acquiring competencies and 
skills that can be applied in 
their work. He noted that they 
teach various subjects, includ-
ing science, English, Arabic, 

business administration, 
mathematics, and informa-
tion technology, across all 
educational stages. He also 
commended the partnership 
with the Ministry of Educa-
tion in Finland for training 
Qatari teachers. He em-
phasised that the state has 
provided all the necessary 
inputs for the educational 
process, believing in the im-
portance of investing in hu-
man capital, particularly in 
building national capacities 
in education. He explained 
that elevating the teaching 
profession, attracting dis-

tinguished Qatari individu-
als, and empowering them at 
all professional levels repre-
sent a strategic goal for the 
MoEHE. In turn, Director of 
the Training and Develop-
ment Offi  ce at the MoEHE 
Iman al-Mahannadi voiced 
her happiness regarding 
completing the procedures 
for the second cohort of 
teachers being sent to Fin-
land to exchange and trans-
fer international expertise. 

The second cohort of the 
‘Khebarat’ programme in-
cludes new specialisations 
based on the impressive re-

sults achieved by the fi rst 
cohort. These new speciali-
sations, including Arabic 
language, business admin-
istration, and information 
technology, aim to broaden 
the programme’s impact 
across diff erent education-
al fi elds. The programme 
content covers education-
al planning, assessment, 
classroom management, 
individual diff erences, and 
teaching and learning strat-
egies, as well as the integra-
tion of technology in educa-
tion within Finnish schools. 
(QNA)

Top experts for Business and Human Rights Dialogue from today

The inaugural Business and Human 
Rights Dialogue in the Arab States region, 
organised by the National Human Rights 
Committee (NHRC) in Qatar, will kick off  
today, with the attendance of around 
200 participants from representatives 
of national human rights institutions, 
international experts, and academics, 
in addition to a number of online 
participants.
The two-day inaugural dialogue includes 

plenary sessions, expert panels, and focus 
group discussions on various dimensions 
of business and human rights, including 
corporate respect for women’s rights, 
children’s rights, labour rights, and the 
right to a clean, healthy, and sustainable 
environment.
Participants in the dialogue will exchange 
views on good practices and strategies 
for addressing regional business-related 
human rights challenges. (QNA)
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Winners were selected by a panel of 
judges who evaluated the businesses and 
individuals that excelled in each category.

This year’s edition featured a new cat-
egory, the “Tourism Infl uencer Award”, 
included to celebrate talented content 
creators who have brilliantly showcased 
Qatar’s vibrant culture and unique experi-
ences to the world.

The winners of the “Community Lead-
ership” category, a tribute to extraordinary 
individuals who inspire and catalyse posi-
tive change within Qatar’s tourism land-
scape, are: 
 Tourism Personality of the Year: Ka-

tara Cultural Village chief executive Dr 
Khalid Ibrahim al-Sulaiti
 Emerging Leader in Tourism (Future 

Leader in Tourism): Al Hazm vice-pres-
ident and McLaren Automotive chief ex-
ecutive Jassim Mohammed al-Emadi
 Lifetime Achievement in Tourism: 

Alfardan Group chairman Hussain Al-
fardan.

The “Service Excellence” category rec-
ognises outstanding businesses and in-
dividuals within the tourism sector that 
epitomise excellence in customer service. 
The winners are:
 Outstanding 3-Star Hotel: Premier 

Inn Doha Education City
 Outstanding 4-Star Hotel: Embassy 

Suites Doha Old Town

 Outstanding 5-Star Hotel: Mandarin 
Oriental
 Exceptional Spa Experience, Excep-

tional Resort Experience: Zulal Wellness 
Resort by Chiva-Som
 Exceptional Holiday Home Experi-

ence: The Cottage
 Outstanding New Tourism Accom-

modation: Waldorf Astoria Doha West Bay
 The “Heart of Hospitality” award: 

Hala Eh Sayegh
 Tour Guide of the Year: Karolanne 

Pacheco
 Leading Destination Management 

Company: Q Moments.
The “Gastronomic Experiences” cat-

egory recognises venues that transform 
dining into an art form, crafting unforget-
table culinary journeys. The winners are:
 Outstanding Fine Dining Experience: 

Hakkasan

 Exceptional Casual Dining Experi-
ence: Bayt El Talleh
 Premier Quick Service Experience: 

Evergreen Organics
 Noteworthy Cafe Experience: Qin-

wan Premium Dates
 Outstanding Authentic Qatari Dining 

Experience: Belhambar
 Outstanding New Restaurant: Yun.
The “Iconic Attraction and Activities” 

category recognises the best tourist desti-
nations and experiences. The winners are:
 Outstanding Cultural Tourism Expe-

rience: Old Doha Port
 Unforgettable Adventure Tourism 

Experience: National Cruise Tourism
 Leading Local Retail Brand: Hiraat
 Premier Shopping Mall Experience: 

Place Vendome
 Premier Theme Park Experience: 

Doha Quest

 Iconic Local Attraction: Msheireb 
Museums.

The “World-Class Events” category 
recognises small, medium and major 
events that have a signifi cant impact on 
tourism and elevate Qatar’s profi le on the 
global stage. The winners are:
 Top MICE Event of the year: Doha 

Forum
 Leading Event Celebrating Local Cul-

ture: Old Doha Port
 Premier Sport Event of The Year: AFC 

Asian Cup Qatar 2023
 Outstanding Multi-purpose MICE & 

Events Venue: Doha Exhibition and Con-
vention Centre.

The “Digital Footprint” category recog-
nises those who eff ectively use digital tools 
and platforms to enhance the visibility and 
reputation of Qatar’s Tourism sector. The 
winners are:

 Outstanding Destination Campaign: 
Hamad International Airport
 Capture Qatar: Ahmed Mohamed 

Hassan
 Tourism Infl uencer (Content Crea-

tor) of the Year: Saoud al-Kuwari – Shl-
jadwal.

The “Smart and Sustainable Tourism” 
category recognises the visionary ini-
tiatives that revolutionise Qatar’s tourism 
landscape with innovative and environ-
mentally conscious practices. The winners 
are:
 Tourism Innovation Award: Hayya
 Accessibility Initiative of the Year: 

AFC Asian Cup Qatar 2023
 Leading Sustainable Attraction: 

Msheireb Downtown
 Leading Eco-Friendly Accommoda-

tion: Sheraton Grand Doha Resort & Con-
vention Hotel.

Qatar Tourism 
Awards 2024 
winners 
revealed

Snapshots from the event.

The Qatar Science and 
Technology Second-
ary School for Boys has 

achieved a milestone, obtain-
ing STEM programme ac-
creditation from the highly 
esteemed US-based STEM.org 
for the 2024-2025 academic 
year.

The school’s programme 
has been recognised as among 
the top 5% of accredited in-
stitutions worldwide, earning 
it the title of “Best in STEM” 
from the organisation.

This recognition by STEM.
org, a leading institution in 
science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics (STEM) 
education, is a testament to 
the school’s dedication and 
excellence.

Qatar Science and Technol-
ogy Secondary School for Boys 
principal Mohammed Ali al-
Emadi affi  rmed the school’s 
unwavering commitment to 
STEM education.

“Our achievement of STEM.
org accreditation and the rec-
ognition of our programme 
among the top 5% of accredit-
ed institutions worldwide is a 
testament to the relentless ef-
forts of our entire school com-
munity, including teachers, 
students, and administrators,” 
he said. “This accomplish-
ment refl ects our dedication to 
providing world-class educa-
tion in STEM.”

“Our partnerships with 
prestigious international in-
stitutions and our adoption of 
the Advanced Placement (AP) 
curriculum affi  rm our com-

mitment to preparing students 
for admission to top universi-
ties worldwide,” al-Emadi 
said. 

“Through these partner-
ships, we aim to broaden 
students’ horizons, enhance 
their practical experience, and 
equip them with the necessary 
skills for a successful profes-
sional future,” he added.

STEM.org is one of the 
world’s leading institutions 
that provide academic accred-
itation to educational institu-
tions specialising in STEM.

It is renowned for develop-
ing precise and well-defi ned 
evaluation standards to pro-
mote quality and innovation in 
education.

These standards cover fi ve 
key areas: innovation in edu-
cation, advanced infrastruc-
ture, professional develop-
ment for educators using 
the latest teaching methods, 
project-based learning, and 
comprehensive student per-
formance assessment.

The organisation strives to 
ensure a well-rounded edu-
cational experience that inte-
grates theoretical and practi-
cal aspects.

It also focuses on equipping 
students with essential skills 
such as innovation, critical 
thinking, and problem-solv-
ing to help them tackle future 
challenges in various scientifi c 
and technological fi elds.

Thanks to this holistic vi-
sion, institutions accredited 
by STEM.org are recognised 
as among the best globally in 

delivering high-quality STEM 
education.

The Qatar Science and 
Technology Secondary School 
for Boys was founded in 2018, 
with a focus on STEM educa-
tion through advanced cur-
ricula emphasising scientifi c 
research and project-based 
learning.

This approach helps prepare 
a generation of students capa-
ble of innovation and contrib-
uting to developing a techno-
logically advanced future.

The school accommodates 
approximately 240 students in 
grades nine to twelve, and fea-
tures 15 scientifi c and special-
ised laboratories, providing 
students with opportunities 
for applied learning, research, 
and innovation.

The school has also earned 
numerous awards and ac-
creditations, including ac-
creditation from Cognia and 
membership in the College 
Board, enabling it to off er the 
Advanced Placement (AP) 
curriculum and serve as a SAT 
testing centre.

In addition to its recent 
STEM accreditation, the Qa-
tar Science and Technology 
Secondary School for Boys has 
a history of excellence and 
achievement.

The school has been rec-
ognised with the Scientifi c 
Excellence Award in the Out-
standing School category, the 
Hamdan Bin Rashid Award for 
Distinguished Academic Per-
formance for two consecutive 
years, and the Outstanding 
School Award Gold Category 
at the GCC level.

Furthermore, the school’s 
students consistently earn 
awards in scientifi c research, 
mathematics, science, robot-
ics, and innovation at local, 
regional, and international 
levels. – QNA

Qatar Science and Qatar Science and 
Technology Secondary Technology Secondary 
School earns covetedSchool earns coveted
STEM accreditationSTEM accreditation

Qatar actively participated in the annual meetings 
of the International Electrotechnical Commis-
sion (IEC), hosted by the British Standards Insti-

tution (BSI) in Edinburgh, Scotland, from October 21-25.
The delegation from Qatar was led by Qatar General 

Organisation for Standardisation and Metrology chair-
man engineer Mohammed bin Sauod Mohammed al-
Musallam.

The IEC meetings and events included an array of dia-

Qatar participates in IEC general assembly

HEC Paris in Qatar has 
launched the bilingual edi-
tion of Qatar’s Entrepre-

neurial Ecosystem: The Founder’s 
Guidebook.

The publication serves as a com-
prehensive resource for entrepre-
neurs, investors, and policymakers 
navigating Qatar’s rapidly evolving 
business landscape, a statement said 
yesterday.

The guidebook, authored by Dr 
Allan Villegas-Mateos, senior re-
search fellow and entrepreneur in 
residence at HEC Paris in Qatar, is 
the result of over three years of ex-
tensive research and off ers insights 
and strategies for all stages of the 
entrepreneurial journey, from idea-
tion and startup processes to scaling 
and securing funding.

“This guidebook is the product of 
a collaborative eff ort across Qatar’s 
entrepreneurial ecosystem,” said the 
author. “Our mission is to simplify 
access to key resources and provide 
entrepreneurs with a clear roadmap 
to success, empowering them to 
contribute to Qatar’s economic di-
versifi cation.”

The launch event, hosted at Qatar 
Foundation (QF)’s Multaqa Student 
Centre in Education City, featured 

a panel discussion on The Future of 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation.

In his opening remarks, HEC Paris 
in Qatar dean Pablo Martin de Holan 
affi  rmed the business school’s com-
mitment to fostering entrepreneur-
ship, in line with the Qatar National 
Vision 2030.

“The guidebook is a result of 
extensive research and collabora-
tion with QF partner universities in 
the context of multiversity and key 

stakeholders across Qatar’s entre-
preneurial ecosystem,” he said.

The event also featured the pres-
entation of the latest Global Uni-
versity Entrepreneurial Spirit Stu-
dents’ Survey report, a collaboration 
between QF’s partner universities 
and Qatar University, providing 
key insight into the entrepreneurial 
education landscape and highlights 
emerging talent among young entre-
preneurs.

HEC Paris launches 
bilingual guidebook 
for entrepreneurs

Off icials at the launch event.

The “Bou Hamad” project, the virtual 
translator for Qatari sign language, has re-
ceived positive feedback from benefi ciary 

groups, confi rming the importance of this tech-
nology in improving the quality of life for people 
with hearing disabilities.

Mada Centre media and publishing offi  cer 
Khalifa al-Mutlaq told the Arabic daily Arrayah 
that “Bou Hamad” relies on artifi cial intelligence 
(AI) technology to translate written and visual 
texts into Qatari sign language, helping to facili-
tate access to information and digital services.

He expressed his pride that this virtual trans-
lator was made by Qatari hands.

Al-Mutlaq noted that the project aims to en-
hance digital inclusion and provide a supportive 
digital environment, and was developed by the 
Mada Centre with the active participation of 
people with hearing disabilities.

“Bu Hamad”, an advanced solution that helps 
facilitate access to digital services for people with 
hearing disabilities, is not only useful on web-
sites, but has also been employed at major events 
such as the Asian Cup, where it translated reports 
on events into sign language for followers with 
hearing disabilities.

“‘Bu Hamad’ has been well received by many, 
and we at the Mada Centre are constantly devel-
oping it based on the feedback we receive from 
people with hearing disabilities,” al-Mutlaq said. 
“We have a specialised team that focuses on de-

veloping innovations and adapting them to suit 
the needs of this group.”

“Our goal is to promote digital independence 
and inclusivity, and provide tools that facilitate 
people with disabilities’ access to digital services 
and content eff ectively,” he continued.

“We started working on ‘Bu Hamad’ in 2018,” 
the offi  cial said. “Its development took a long 
time to reach the fi nal product in 2021.”

“During this period, we undertook many ex-
periments and modifi cations based on the feed-
back of people with hearing disabilities,” al-
Mutlaq added. “Since its launch, ‘Bu Hamad’ 
has been integrated into several government and 
private platforms, such as the Asian Cup, where 
it was used to translate sporting events into sign 
language.”

“We aspire to make it an essential tool on all 
digital platforms that serve people with hearing 
disabilities,” he said.

Mada virtual translator for Qatari 
sign language ‘a pioneering step’

logue sessions, workshops, and formal gatherings among 
the organisation’s governance entities, as well as the 
specialised conference on Towards a Fully Electric and 
Connected Society.

This event, considered a strategic pillar of the IEC’s 
mission, focused on advancing a digital society that re-
lies entirely on sustainable electricity.

Discussions highlighted how global access to renew-
able, sustainable, and aff ordable energy can leverage 
technologies, such as artifi cial intelligence (AI), to de-
carbonise energy infrastructures effi  ciently.

The 88th IEC General Assembly session marked the 
conclusion of the meetings, where delegates reviewed 
ongoing IEC activities and discussed future strategies.

Key objectives of the sessions included supporting the 
IEC’s strategic plan, integrating AI into the development 
of international standards, and enhancing conform-
ity assessment practices, with a commitment to circular 
economy standards and promoting a shift towards clean 
energy.

The assembly’s agenda featured the appointment of a 
new committee chairman for 2026-28, approval of new 
board members and specialised councils for standardi-
sation and conformity assessment, and endorsement of 
advisory committee appointments.

Additionally, delegates approved the fi nancial state-
ments for the previous year and discussed the upcoming 
year’s budget.

Following the assembly, a ceremony was held to 
present the annual Lord Kelvin Award, named after the 
IEC’s founding president.

This award recognises outstanding leadership and 
technical expertise in the fi eld, requiring at least fi ve 
years of active contributions through national bodies.

The Thomas Edison Award, honouring exceptional 
achievement among leaders of technical and sub-com-
mittees, was also presented in a dedicated session.

Additionally, the distinguished 1906 Award was 
awarded to experts from member nations, commemo-
rating the IEC’s founding and celebrating innovative and 
dedicated service to the scientifi c and industrial com-
munity. – QNA
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Qatar and Japan continue to 
strengthen cultural ties: offi  cial
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Qatar and Japan continue to 
strengthen their already 
robust cultural ties by ex-

panding artistic collaborations 
beyond traditional exchanges, a 
Japanese embassy offi  cial in Doha 
said.

“One particularly exciting area 
of potential co-operation is anime 
and manga. Promoting this partic-
ular culture in Qatar and exploring 
potential collaborations in host-
ing events to attract young audi-
ences, animation production, for 
instance, can be one of the areas to 
focus on,” Michiko Nariai, second 
secretary and head of the cultural 
section, told Gulf Times.

In organising events in Qatar, 
she said the embassy tries to incor-
porate diff erent elements to reach 

a wider audience and eff ectively 
promote a rich and diverse under-
standing of Japanese culture. 

Nariai said Qatar and Japan 
have been actively exploring new 
avenues for cultural diplomacy to 
bolster their bilateral relations, 

building on the momentum of the 
50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations in 2022 and the Expo 
2023 Doha.

“Our partnerships with cultural 
institutions like Qatar Museums 
and Katara have been instrumen-

tal in executing numerous joint 
projects,” she noted.

Nariai highlighted numer-
ous initiatives that have fostered 
mutual understanding, includ-
ing participation in events like 
the Doha International Book Fair 

(DIBF), Qatar Travel Mart, and 
Hospitality Qatar. 

The embassy also holds cul-
tural performances and lec-
tures in schools and shopping 
malls. The Japanese Language 
Speech Contest, held annually 
since 2009, provides a platform 
for Qatari learners to showcase 
their skills.

The embassy’s consistent par-
ticipation in the DIBF, including 
its role as guest of honour in 2012, 
off ered opportunities for Japanese 
calligraphy, origami workshops, 
and introductions to the Japanese 
language.

Additional initiatives include 
the “Let’s Speak Japanese” month-
ly meetings and promotional ac-
tivities for the MEXT scholarship 
programme.

Nariai underlined the impor-
tance of balancing the promotion 
of traditional and modern Japa-

nese culture as a key focus for the 
embassy. 

“Japanese culture is unique. Tra-
ditional arts like tea ceremonies and 
calligraphy appeal to those interest-
ed in history, while anime, manga, 
and music performances attract a 
younger, broader audience”.

She noted that Origami and 
Japanese cuisine also resonate 
strongly with the Qatari public as 
this strategic approach ensures a 
diverse engagement with Japanese 
culture across all age groups.

Nariai highlighted Qatar’s posi-
tion as a regional cultural hub and 
its commitment to cultural diver-
sity, a vision entirely compatible 
with Japan’s cultural diplomacy 
strategy.

“Qatar is defi nitely the epitome 
of cultural diversity in the region 
with over 100 nationalities living 
and working together in harmony,” 
she added.

The embassy of Japan in Doha participates in the Doha International Book Fair every year.

Mercedes-Benz, Harley-Davidson 
models recalled

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI), in co-operation 
with Nasser Bin Khaled and Sons Automobiles, has announced 
the recall of Mercedes S-Class, 2024 model, as the software of the 
drive train control unit may not correspond to the current series 
production configuration. It is possible that the driver may detect 
some jolting during shift operation. The MoCI, in co-operation with 
NBK powered sports, also announced the recall of Harley-Davidson 
Touring and CVO Touring, 2024 model, as the output wire of centre-
cooled regulator may rub against the front corner of the crankcase 
exposing the wire and cutting it, resulting in the loss of power and 
causing a sudden stop without the possibility of restarting.
The MoCI said the recall campaign comes within the framework 
of its ongoing eff orts to protect consumers and ensure that car 
dealers follow up on vehicle defects and repairs.
The MoCI said it will co-ordinate with the dealers to follow up on 
the maintenance and repair works and will communicate with 
customers to ensure that the necessary repairs are carried out. 
The MoCI urged all customers to report any violations to its 
Consumer Protection and Anti-Commercial Fraud Department, 
which processes complaints, inquires and suggestions through 
the following channels: call centre: 16001, e-mail: info@moci.gov.
qa, social media channels @mociqatar, and mobile application 
MOCIQatar available on iPhone and Android devices.

NU-Q concludes 
public symposium on 
Arabic storytelling

Northwestern Univer-
sity in Qatar’s (NU-Q) 
media majlis museum 

(mm:museum) in collabora-
tion with the global media 
and educational platform 
afi kra, hosted a public sympo-
sium on the future of Arabic 
storytelling through artifi cial 
intelligence, fi lm, and media.

Held on the sidelines of 
mm:museum’s ongoing ex-
hibition on Arabic curated by 
Nu-Q alumna Amal Zeyad 
Ali, the full-day, multidisci-
plinary event explored the in-
tersection of technology and 
storytelling in the Arab world. 
It included several panel dis-
cussions with local and re-
gional voices, each focusing 
on a unique theme, two per-
formances, and various col-
lateral activities.

Alfredo Cramerotti, di-
rector of mm:museum, said: 
“With this event, we wanted 
to speak to a young audience 
through relevant and interac-
tive content, providing a plat-
form to experiment and ques-
tion contemporary issues, and 
inviting young people to ex-
plore diff erent perspectives.”

Safa Arshad, manager of 

audiences and community 
outreach at mm:museum, 
noted: “This symposium not 
only highlighted the richness 
of Arabic narratives but also 
sparked vital conversations 
on how AI and media are re-
shaping the way these stories 
are told and shared with the 
world.” 

The event is part of a 
broader collaboration be-
tween mm:museum and 
afi kra, which also includes a 
three-episode podcast series 
exploring the Arabic lan-
guage, culture, and identity. 
The series is jointly produced 
and published on The Afi kra 
Podcast Network, furthering 
the conversation on these vi-
tal themes.

A panel discussion on the Future of Arabic in Media.

“With this event, we 
wanted to speak to 
a young audience 
through relevant and 
interactive content, 
providing a platform 
to experiment and 
question contemporary 
issues, and inviting 
young people to explore 
diff erent perspectives”
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Hour and Hour Programme CEO 
honoured by Women’s Police Institute

The Police Academy, represented 
by the Women’s Police Insti-
tute, has honoured Tamani al-

Yafei, CEO of the Hour and Hour pro-
gramme, in recognition of her eff orts 
to raise community awareness and co-
operation with the institute.

The honour was given following a 
celebration of the graduation of two 
leadership courses: The Interpol Sen-
ior Leadership Courses of Women in 
Law Enforcement and the Trainer De-
velopment, organised in co-operation 
with the Ministry of Interior’s Arab 
and International Police Communi-
cations Department and the Interpol 
Global Academy Network.

Al-Yafei was honoured by Maj Gen 

Dr Abdullah Yousef al-Mal, legal ad-
viser to HE the Minister of Interior 
and General Supervisor of the Police 
Academy, in the presence of Lt Col 
Fahad Saeed al-Subaie, deputy head 
of the Police Academy and director of 
the Police College, besides a number 
of women police offi  cers of diff erent 

military ranks up to the rank of Briga-
dier, from Qatar and seven other Arab 
countries.

Al-Yafei appreciated the efforts 
of Lt Col Kholoud Anbar al-Nuai-
mi, director of the Women’s Police 
Institute and the institute itself in 
providing support for community 
activities, raising public awareness, 
and enhancing the institute’s en-
gagement with the public through 
initiatives, presentations, lectures, 
and participation in seminars.

She described the honour as a deco-
ration of appreciation and thanked 
Maj Gen Dr al-Mal, the Police College 
director Brig Gen Abdulrahman Majid 
al-Sulaiti, and Lt Col al-Nuaimi. 

Al-Yafei said she viewed the honour 
also as responsibility to continue serv-
ing the community through initiatives 
that promote cultural identity and 
raise awareness on health, cultural, 
and sports issues, as well as those re-
lated to national identity.

Al-Yafei pointed out that the Wom-
en’s Police Institute took part in an event 
organised by the Hour and Hour pro-
gramme during the National Sport Day, 
where the institute conducted a session 
on movement games and self-defence. 

The institute also recently collabo-
rated with the programme on a breast 
cancer awareness event, under the 
theme ‘Window of Hope’ as part of the 
Pink October campaign.

Al-Yafei said she viewed the 
honour also as responsibility 
to continue serving the 
community through initiatives 
that promote cultural identity 
and raise awareness on health, 
cultural, and sports issues, 
as well as those related to 
national identity

Hyatt Plaza’s 
Big Sale wraps 
up soon
Running until October 31, the Big Sale Cam-
paign at Hyatt Plaza has been a resounding suc-
cess, offering significant discounts on a diverse 
array of products, ranging from fashion and 
toys to jewellery, furniture, cosmetics, electron-
ics, and home décor.

“Hyatt Plaza, firmly established as a family mall, 
has been buzzing with enthusiastic shoppers 
taking advantage of the buy-one-get-one-free 
deals, flat sales, and special offers available dur-
ing the campaign with only a few days left to 
seize these incredible deals,” a statement said 
yesterday.
“We are delighted to witness the overwhelming 
response from our shoppers during the Big Sale 
Campaign,” said Hyatt Plaza’s head of market-
ing Mohammed al-Hawamdeh. 
“At Hyatt Plaza, we take immense pride in being 
a family mall, where families can come together 
to shop, dine, and create lasting memories. As 
we approach the campaign’s end, we encour-
age everyone to make the most of these 
remaining days to enjoy substantial savings on 
their favourite products,” he remarked.
Hyatt Plaza stands as a testament to excep-
tional shopping experiences, offering a curated 
selection of national and international retail 
brands alongside outstanding customer serv-
ice, the statement added.

Pregnant women 
advised to 
get fl u vaccine

As fl u season ap-
proaches, health-
care experts in 

Qatar are urging preg-
nant women to prioritise 
getting the fl u vaccine as 
a vital preventive meas-
ure.

“The fl u can lead to 
serious complications 
for pregnant women, 
including pneumonia, 
hospitalisation, and even 
premature delivery,” 
said  Dr Huda Abdulla 
al-Saleh, senior consult-
ant obstetrics and gy-
naecology and executive 
director of Quality and 
Safety at Hamad Medi-
cal Corporation’s (HMC) 
Women’s Wellness and 
Research Center.

 “By getting vaccinat-
ed, pregnant women can 
protect themselves and 
their newborns from the 

potentially devastating 
eff ects of the fl u virus.”

The fl u vaccine is safe 
and eff ective for preg-
nant women at any stage 
of pregnancy. It helps to 
build immunity against 
the fl u virus, reducing 
the risk of infection and 
transmission to new-
borns in Qatar.

“The best time to get 
the fl u vaccine is now, 
before the fl u season be-
gins in earnest. By get-
ting vaccinated early, 
pregnant women can en-
sure they are protected 
throughout the fl u sea-
son,” she said.

Dr al-Saleh said the 
fl u vaccination is exten-
sively researched and not 
only is it safe in pregnan-
cy at any stage, but it is 
positively recommended 
in pregnancy. 

“The influenza vac-
cine has been giv-
en safely to millions 
of pregnant women 
worldwide over many 
years,” she said. “Wom-
en who have had the flu 
vaccine while pregnant 
also pass some protec-
tion on to their babies, 
which lasts for the first 

few months of their 
lives. It is also safe for 
women who are breast-
feeding to have the vac-
cine.”

People can get the fl u 
vaccine at all Primary 
Health Care Centres and 
private clinics as well as 
when they attend out-
patients’ appointments 
at HMC.

“At HMC, patients 
can ask to receive their 
flu vaccine when they 
attend their scheduled 
outpatient’s depart-
ment appointments 
and we are encouraging 
them to do this as soon 
as possible,” Dr al-Saleh 
said.

“You can also take the 
vaccine at all Primary 
Health Care Centres and 
a range of private clinics 
in Qatar.”

Dr Huda Abdulla al-Saleh

“We are delighted to witness the 
overwhelming response from our 
shoppers during the Big Sale Campaign”

 “By getting vaccinated early, pregnant 
women can ensure they are protected 
throughout the fl u season”
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Saleh Al Hamad Al Mana Co, the 
exclusive agent of Nissan in Qatar, 
launched the 7th generation 
Nissan Patrol, at a grand event 
attended by over 500 guests who 
witnessed the latest model of the 
iconic SUV roll out.
The all-new Nissan Patrol 
combines decades of heritage 
with cutting-edge advancements, 
representing prestige and 
performance, a statement said. 
The enthusiasm from the crowd 
highlighted the Patrol’s long-
standing popularity in the region 
and how the new-generation 
SUV is set to elevate the driving 
experience for Qatari customers.
The traditional Qatari Ardah 
performance set the tone at the 
event at the Raff les and Fairmont 
in Lusail, symbolising the 
seamless blend of tradition with 
modern innovation.
A heritage area showcased 
Patrol’s various generations. A 
Japanese stage performance 
highlighted the Patrol’s Japanese 
roots while reinforcing Nissan’s 
dedication to delivering a truly 
global automotive experience.
The event was hosted by 
automotive expert Karim Dib, 
co-founder of Arab GT, the largest 
automotive media platform in the 
Middle East.
Hisham Saleh al-Mana, chairman 
of Al Mana Holding, said: “The 
arrival of the all-new Nissan Patrol 
to Qatar marks a pivotal moment 
in our automotive landscape. This 
remarkable vehicle embodies 
the pinnacle of engineering 
excellence, tailored to meet the 
sophisticated tastes of our Qatari 

clientele, further cementing our 
position as leaders in the premium 
vehicle market.”
The all-new Patrol’s bold design, 
new powerful engines, and 
advanced NissanConnect 2.0 
system set a new benchmark for 
premium SUVs in the region. With 
an ideal blend of power, comfort, 
and cutting-edge technology, the 
new Patrol is crafted to meet the 
diverse needs of Qatar’s drivers, 
whether navigating the bustling 
streets of Doha or exploring the 
country’s rugged terrain.
Thierry Sabbagh, divisional vice-
president, president Middle East, 
KSA & CIS – Nissan, Infiniti, said: 
“The all-new Patrol is a vehicle 
that stands as a testament to 
heritage, strength and prestige 
in the Middle East. Our strong 
partnership with Saleh Hamad 
Al Mana Co, since 1975, has 
consistently delivered exceptional 
experiences for our valued 
customers in Qatar, and each new 
Patrol reinforces this legacy.”
Nassim Mourani, general manager 
of the Automotive Group at Saleh 
Al Hamad Al Mana Co, said: “The 
all-new Nissan Patrol is more than 
just a vehicle in the Middle East; 
it is a symbol of adventure, pride, 
and resilience. This latest model 
embodies the essence of what 
has made this iconic nameplate 
legendary — an enduring legacy 
forged through decades of shared 
experiences and unforgettable 
journeys across the region’s 
diverse landscapes.”
The all-new Nissan Patrol 
combines heritage with 
innovation, featuring a striking 

redesign, a new powerful V6 
twin-turbo engine, and a 9-speed 
transmission. The 3.5-litre V6 
twin-turbo engine delivers an 
impressive 425HP and 700Nm of 
torque, marking a 7% increase in 
power and a 25% boost in torque 
compared to the outgoing V8 
engine, while enhancing fuel 
eff iciency by 24%. An alternative 
3.8-litre naturally aspirated V6 
engine option is also available, 
producing 316HP and 386Nm of 
torque.

The all-new Nissan Patrol features 
a customisable adaptive air 
suspension that seamlessly 
transitions between urban and 
desert terrains. The premium 
interior showcases beautifully-
quilted leather seats inspired 
by traditional Japanese Kumiko 
woodcraft, complete with 
massage functionality and eight-
way adjustments for maximum 
comfort. 
A panoramic sunroof enhances 
the spacious cabin, while the 28.6-

inch monolith display provides 
control over vehicle systems. 
The introduction of a stylish 
horizontal ‘Piano Button’ E-shifter 
off ers an intuitive gear selection 
experience.
The NissanConnect 2.0 features 
Google built-in, off ering drivers 
access to their favourite apps and 
control various vehicle functions 
through voice commands. With 
the introduction of Nissan’s 
Pro-Pilot technology and a 
comprehensive suite of driver 

assistance features, safety 
remains paramount. 
The innovative Panorama View 
system, including Ultra-Wide 
View and Invisible Hood View, 
provides unparalleled visibility in 
challenging driving conditions. 
The new body structure, 
constructed with increased high-
strength steel, improves frontal 
crash and pedestrian protection. 
The all-new Nissan Patrol now 
includes seven airbags, as well as 
knee airbags for the driver, a first 
for this model. The new e-damper 
technology automatically adjusts 
damper settings according 
to driving conditions. It also 
introduces a 4WD transfer mode 
interlock system, a first for Nissan, 
off ering intuitive handling across 
various terrains.
Available in select grades, the 
innovative Biometric Cooling 
system uses a built-in infrared 
sensor to detect the body 
temperature of front and second-
row passengers, automatically 
adjusting airflow settings for 
optimal comfort.
The all-new Nissan Patrol includes 
a Puddle Lamp that auto-activates 
as occupants approach, displaying 
a unique throwback motif featuring 
the iconic Nissan Patrol silhouette in 
the desert and the text ‘Since 1951’. 
The all-new Nissan Patrol will 
be available by mid-November 
at Saleh Al Hamad Al Mana 
Co showrooms across Qatar. 
For more information, visit the 
showrooms on Salwa Road, The 
Pearl, Al Sadd, Bin Omran, Barwa, 
and Al Khor or call 8000505, the 
statement added.

7th gen Nissan Patrol launched in Qatar7th gen Nissan Patrol launched in Qatar

Doha conference to present new 
visions for the future of family
Dr Sharifa Noaman al-Emadi, Ex-

ecutive Director of the Doha Inter-
national Family Institute (DIFI), a 

member of Qatar Foundation for Educa-
tion, Science and Community Develop-
ment, has stressed that the 30th anni-
versary of the International Year of the 
Family Conference, which will kick off  on 
Wednesday under the title: “Family and 
Contemporary Megatrends”, is a call to 
action, a platform for presenting new and 
sustainable visions for the future of the 
family in the contemporary world, and 
a forum for understanding and keeping 
pace with the transformations and chal-
lenges facing families.

In an interview with Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), Dr al-Emadi said the conference 
would provide an interactive platform for 
policymakers, academics, experts, and 
stakeholders to discuss and exchange ide-
as on the latest evidence-based studies in 
order to come up with a deep understand-
ing of the impact of megatrends, such as 
technological, demographic, and climate 
changes, and international migration, on 
the structure of the family.

The conference will be held on Octo-
ber 30-31 at the Qatar National Conven-
tion Centre. Preceded by a youth summit 
tomorrow, it will bring together leaders 
from diff erent countries of the world.

Dr al-Emadi termed the conference 
an opportunity for dialogue and discus-
sion about the future of the family, and 
an invitation to the international com-
munity, organisations, stakeholders and 
decision-makers to support and em-
power the family at the global level and 
enhance international awareness of its 
crucial role in achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals, with a focus on is-
sues related to mental health, education, 
and children’s well-being, hoping for 
building strategic partnerships to devel-
op innovative solutions that ensure the 
prosperity of current and future genera-
tions.

She explained that the conference will 
discuss demographic trends, such as de-
clining fertility rates and ageing societies 
in sessions that will review the challenges 

and policies aimed at increasing fertility, 
and those that can improve the balance 
between work and family life.

She pointed out that innovative solu-
tions will be proposed and presented by 
experts and participants with the aim of 
enhancing these policies. In addition, 
existing and required policies regarding 
the impact of digital technology on chil-
dren’s well-being will be addressed, while 
reviewing appropriate solutions on how 
to benefi t from new digital technologies 
and programmes, social media and their 
impact on marital relations, as well as the 
impact of artifi cial intelligence on family 
privacy, and its role in empowering people 
with disabilities, with a special focus on 
upgrading education and learning tools 
for adults and children, including design 
and planning for elderly care.

The discussion in the climate change 
axis will centre on designing family-
friendly cities and solutions that rely 
on natural resources in the surrounding 
environment to deal with contemporary 
challenges, such as forced migration re-
sulting from climate change, food insecu-
rity, and environmental anxiety.

She said the conference’s outcomes are 
expected to contribute to drawing a clear 
roadmap for the next 10 years in relation 
to family support and protection policies 
at the local and international levels. 

This map will focus on developing in-
novative policies that respond to the 
challenges of demographic and techno-
logical transformations, the impact of 
climate change, and international migra-
tion in order to ensure the stability and 
prosperity of families in the face of these 
transformations.

The conference, she added, will seek 
to provide comprehensive recommen-
dations aimed at enhancing family em-
powerment programmes and developing 
legislation that ensures the protection of 
families from future challenges.

Regarding DIFI’s role in developing the 
recently announced fl exible and remote 
work system in the government sector, Dr 
al-Emadi said that the institute presented 
recommendations regarding the system 

which later led the Civil Service and Gov-
ernment Development Bureau (CGB) to 
implement it.

The DIFI study “Work-Family Balance: 
Challenges, Experiences and Implica-
tions for Families in Qatar” showed that 
long working hours lead to fatigue and 
stress among Qataris especially working 
mothers and thus aff ect the needs of the 
family, she said.

She added that the study indicated that 
49.4% of male employees and 38.4% of 
female employees expressed dissatisfac-
tion with their working hours, and in re-
sponse to this, CGB announced a fl exible 
and remote work system that allows Qa-
tari female employees with children un-
der the age of 12 to work remotely for one 
month annually.

Other provisions included reducing 
working hours for reasons such as dis-
ability, medical excuses and maternity 
benefi ts.

DIFI’s recommendations which were 

presented to the Cabinet included grant-
ing maternity leave for at least three 
months with full pay and three optional 
months with half pay, granting fathers a 
one-week paternity leave, providing nurs-
eries in workplaces, and creating special 
rooms for mothers to store milk.

It was also suggested that fathers ac-
company sick children during treatment 
as well as limit working hours in the pub-
lic sector to a maximum of 30 hours per 
week.

Dr al-Emadi explained that this new 
system provides fl exible work options so 
that working mothers can select working 
hours that best suit their family schedule 
and bring a balance between work and 
family which in turn helps them manage 
their time better.

She expressed her hope that this system 
will be developed to include giving suffi  -
cient paid leave for mothers after child-
birth, in addition to providing support 
programmes for new mothers.

She stressed the importance of sup-
porting persons with disabilities (PWDs) 
by providing the necessary tools and 
technology that would better help them 
perform their tasks more eff ectively, in 
addition to creating a work environment 
to meet their needs, providing fl exible 
work options according to their health 
conditions, allowing PWDs to work re-
motely to avoid any diffi  culties during 
transportation, and providing individual 
support programmes to help them deal 
with daily challenges.

The DIFI executive director highlighted 
that the institute participated in formu-
lating many family-related policies. It 
launched several prominent initiatives 
including the “Tansheeh” programme 
which is structured to protect teenag-
ers from behavioural problems. The pro-
gramme was implemented in all schools 
by the Ministry of Education and High 
Education in 2023.

She noted that DIFI additionally called 
for mandatory pre-marriage programmes 
to help reduce divorce rates and that the 
institute is currently working on develop-
ing a curriculum for family relations for 

secondary schools which is scheduled to 
be launched this year.

DIFI is also developing parenting pro-
grammes that were adopted by the Min-
istry to educate parents and provide them 
with the necessary skills and knowledge 
they need to upbring their children, Dr 
al-Emadi added. 

Regarding DIFI’s role on the regional 
and international scale, Dr al-Emadi 
stated that the institute plays an infl u-
ential role in family policies through its 
co-operation with United Nations (UN) 
agencies and the issuance of important 
reports including its report on “Frame-
work of Family-Sensitive Social Protec-
tion” which it completed in co-operation 
with the UN Economic and Social Com-
mission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

DIFI also worked with the League of 
Arab States on a fi rst-of-its-kind sur-
vey evaluating marital relations during 
the fi rst fi ve years of marriage in the Arab 
world. In 2018, the institute established 
a partnership with the UN International 
Children’s Emergency Fund (Unicef) to 
increase the presence of parental educa-
tion programmes across the Arab region, 
Dr al-Emadi underlined.

She expressed her hope to achieve a 
long-term impact on the family policy 
by establishing a set of strategic priori-
ties and ambitious initiatives through in-
creasing the number of studies, develop-
ing more eff ective advocacy strategies, 
establishing strong partnerships, and de-
signing special policies and programmes 
to support PWDs, working mothers and 
families with low-income.

Executive Director of DIFI Dr al-Emadi 
concluded her statements to QNA by say-
ing that work is currently being made to 
implement innovative awareness and 
educational initiatives and programmes, 
provide workshops and training courses 
aimed at professionals and decision-
makers on best practices in supporting 
the family, in addition to establishing 
international research partnerships to 
exchange knowledge and expertise to im-
prove family matters locally, regionally or 
globally. (QNA)

Dr Sharifa Noaman al-Emadi



By Nguyen Huy Hiep
Ambassador of Vietnam

After nearly 80 years 
of Independence and 
almost 40 years of 
Renewal, Vietnam 

stands at a new historical starting 
point, a new era, the era of 
Vietnam’s ascent.

Under the leadership of the 
Communist Party, Vietnam has 
been thriving to become a key 
player in Southeast Asia with 
constantly-developing social 
culture, improved material and 
spiritual life, stable politics and 
society. Recent years have seen 
growing reputation, prestige 
and presence of Vietnam in the 
international arena.

Diplomatic relations have 
been constantly expanded and 
deepened. To date, Vietnam has 
established diplomatic relations 
with 193 countries in the world, 
including strategic partnerships 
and comprehensive partnerships 
with 30 countries, economic 
relations with more than 230 
countries and territories, has 
signed 16 Free Trade Agreements 
(FTAs), including many new-
generation FTAs.

Despite unpredictable, 
unprecedented changes in 
the world, the Government of 
Vietnam has closely followed 
the situation inside and 
outside Vietnam and promptly 
implemented resolute, fl exible 
measures to achieve the set 
targets. These are a solid 
foundation for achieving 
future breakthroughs and 
accomplishments.

“Vietnam is Asia’s shining 
economic star”

Vietnam’s economy is projected 
to expand by close to 6% in 2024, 
up from 5% in the previous year, 
driven by a recovering export 
sector, robust foreign direct 
investment, and policy support, 
according to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Overall economic growth 
is supported by vigorous 
manufacturing activity as 
well as a recovery in the trade 
sector. Both the manufacturing 
and service sectors have 
grown strongly in the past two 
quarters. Over the long term, 
favourable macroeconomic and 
demographic trends support 
Vietnam ‘s strong economic 
growth. This has helped 
Vietnam become the rising 
economic star of Asia.

Vietnam has 3,260km of 
coastline alongside from north 
to south and a vast sea area 
including thousands of large 
and small islands. Vietnam 
is restructuring its marine 
economy with top priorities in 
developing marine and island 
tourism, renewable energy, 
biotechnology, pharmaceutical 
industry, maritime, exploitation 
of oil and gas and other minerals, 
fi sh farming and shipbuilding...
to adapt to climate change and 
promote economic growth.

“Vietnam-Qatar relations have 
huge potential”

Vietnam and Qatar are 
dynamic, rapidly advancing 
countries that hold increasingly 
signifi cant positions in their 
respective regions and on the 
international stage. The two 
countries share a common aim 
to promote peace, stability, 
co-operation and prosperity 
throughout the world.

Over the years, Vietnam 
and Qatar have cultivated a 
multifaceted relationship, 
marked by significant 
achievements in politics, 
diplomacy, trade, culture, and 
people-to-people exchanges. 
Qatar is now one of Vietnam’s 

most important trade partners 
in the Middle East, and the two 
nations have made great joint 
efforts in global discussions.

In political and diplomatic 
ties, the two countries have 
witnessed positive developments, 
as demonstrated by more frequent 
exchanges of delegations at all 
levels, particularly the high-
ranking visits, underscoring the 
importance both countries attach 
to their bilateral ties.

In the economic aspect, 
bilateral trade between the two 
countries has experienced robust 
growth over the years, reaching 
US$740mn in 2023. Exchanges 
between the business sectors 
of both countries are being 
further promoted, as evidenced 
by the two-way trade turnover 
of US$562mn in the fi rst eight 
months of this year.

Vietnamese Prime Minister’s 
offi  cial visit to Qatar

In that context, Vietnamese 
Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh 
is scheduled to pay an offi  cial visit 
to Qatar from Oct 30-Nov 1.

The visit is of special 
signifi cance, being the fi rst visit 
by a Vietnamese prime minister 
to Qatar in 15 years (2009) and 12 
years after the high-level visit of 

His Highness the Amir of Qatar to 
Vietnam (2012). This visit shows 
that Vietnam highly appreciates 
Qatar’s potential and role in 
the Middle East and in the Arab 
world, attaches importance to 
the Vietnam-Qatar friendship 
and co-operation, and wishes 
to promote multifaceted co-
operation with Qatar to become 
more in-depth, substantive and 
eff ective.

Prime Minister Pham Minh 
Chinh’s visit to Qatar is expected 
to help strengthen comprehensive 
and extensive cooperation 
between Vietnam and Qatar in 
various fi elds, including politics, 
economics, trade, investment, 
energy, labour, aviation, 
agriculture, industry, culture, 
tourism and sports... The visit 
will contribute to consolidating 
political trust between the two 
countries; creating momentum, 
opening a new phase of co-
operation in Vietnam-Qatar 
relations.

Co-operation with Qatar 
can help Vietnam penetrate the 
Gulf region and other markets. 
Similarly, with Vietnam’s role and 
geographical location in the Asean 
region, Qatar can access other 
neighbouring markets through 
Vietnam.

People in early middle age who have poor sleep quality, 
including having diffi  culty falling or staying asleep, have more 
signs of poor brain health in late middle age, according to a 
study published last week in the online issue of Neurology, 
the medical journal of the American Academy of Neurology. 
The study, by a group of researchers from the University of 
California San Francisco (UCSF), does not prove that poor 
sleep accelerates brain ageing and only shows an association 
between poor sleep quality and signs of brain ageing.

“Sleep problems have been linked in previous research to 
poor thinking and memory skills later in life, putting people 
at higher risk for dementia,” said study author Clémence 
Cavaillès, PhD. “Our study which used brain scans to 
determine participants’ brain age, suggests that poor sleep is 
linked to nearly three years of additional brain ageing as early as 
middle age.”

The study included 589 people with an average age of 
40 at the start of the study. Participants completed sleep 
questionnaires both at the beginning of the study and again 
fi ve years later. Participants had brain scans 15 years after the 
study began. Researchers reviewed participants’ responses 
to questions such as, “Do you usually have trouble falling 
asleep?” “Do you usually wake up several times at night?” and 
“Do you usually wake up far too early?” They recorded the 
number of six poor sleep characteristics for each participant: 
short sleep duration, bad sleep quality, diffi  culty falling asleep, 
diffi  culty staying asleep, early morning awakening and daytime 
sleepiness.

Participants were 
divided into three 
groups. Those in the 
low group had no more 
than one poor sleep 
characteristic. People 
in the middle group had 
two to three, and those 
in the high group had 
more than three. At 
the start of the study, 
about 70% were in the 
low group, 22% were 
in the middle and 8% 
were in the high group. 

Researchers examined participants’ brain scans where the level 
of brain shrinkage corresponds to a specifi c age. Researchers 
used machine learning to determine the brain age for each 
participant. 

After adjusting for factors such as age, sex, high blood 
pressure and diabetes, researchers found people in the middle 
group had an average brain age that was 1.6 years older than 
those in the low group, while those in the high group had an 
average brain age 2.6 years older. Of the sleep characteristics, 
bad sleep quality, diffi  culty falling asleep, diffi  culty staying 
asleep and early morning awakening were linked to greater 
brain age, especially when people consistently had these poor 
sleep characteristics over fi ve years.

“Our fi ndings highlight the importance of addressing sleep 
problems earlier in life to preserve brain health, including 
maintaining a consistent sleep schedule, exercising, avoiding 
caff eine and alcohol before going to bed and using relaxation 
techniques,” said author Kristine Yaff e, MD, of the UCSF and 
a member of the American Academy of Neurology. “Future 
research should focus on fi nding new ways to improve sleep 
quality and investigating the long-term impact of sleep on 
brain health in younger people.”

A limitation of the study was that participants reported 
their own sleep problems and it is possible they may not 
have reported them accurately. The study was funded by the 
National Institute on Ageing. Also last week in Neurology, 
Yale researchers reported that middle-aged people with 
uncontrolled blood pressure, blood sugar or cholesterol who 
don’t exercise, eat healthfully or sleep well face a higher risk of 
stroke, dementia or depression later in life. “Our study found 
that making these healthy lifestyle choices in middle age can 
have meaningful impacts on brain health later in life,” study 
author Dr Santiago Clocchiatti-Tuozzo said.
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The era of Vietnamese 
nation’s rise

This aerial photo taken from a seaplane shows tourist boats sailing on the waters of Ha Long Bay in Vietnam’s northeastern province of Quang Ninh.

Poor sleep linked
to brain ageing

“Making healthy 
lifestyle choices 
in middle age can 
have meaningful 
impacts on brain 
health later in 
life”

Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh is scheduled to pay an 
off icial visit to Qatar from Oct 30-Nov 1.
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WORLD

Japan’s ruling coalition lost its 
parliamentary majority in a 
drubbing at yesterday’s na-

tional election, raising uncertainty 
over the make-up of the next gov-
ernment and the outlook for the 
world’s fourth-largest economy.

With all but 20 of the 465 seats 
accounted for, Prime Minister 
Shigeru Ishiba’s Liberal Demo-
cratic Party (LDP), which has ruled 
Japan for almost all of its post-war 
history, and junior coalition part-
ner Komeito took 209 seats in the 
lower house of parliament, public 
broadcaster NHK reported.

That was down from the 279 
seats they held previously and 
marked the coalition’s worst elec-
tion result since it briefl y lost pow-
er in 2009.

“This election has been very 
tough for us,” a sombre-looking 
Ishiba told TV Tokyo.

Footage from the LDP head-
quarters showed gloomy faces as 
the projections based on exit polls 
said Ishiba’s justice and agricul-
ture ministers were likely to lose 
their seats.

Ishiba, a self-confessed secu-
rity policy geek who likes making 
model planes, had said his target in 
the election was for the coalition 
to win a majority.

Komeito’s Keiichi Ishii, who 
took over as that party’s new lead-
er last month, lost in his district.

The biggest winner of the night, 
the main opposition Constitu-
tional Democratic Party of Japan 
(CDPJ), had 143 seats so far, up 
from 98 previously, as voters pun-
ished Ishiba’s party over a funding 
scandal and infl ation.

The outcome may force par-
ties into fractious power-sharing 
deals to rule, potentially ushering 
in political instability as the coun-
try faces economic headwinds and 
a tense security situation in East 
Asia.

“This is not the end, but the be-
ginning,” CDPJ leader Yoshihiko 
Noda told a press conference, add-
ing that his party would work with 
other opposition parties to aim for 
a change of government.

Ishiba said he would wait until 
the fi nal results, likely due in the 
early hours today, before consid-
ering potential coalitions or other 
power-sharing deals.

The prime minister had called 
the snap poll immediately after 
being elected to head the party 
last month, hoping to win a public 
mandate for his premiership.

His predecessor, Fumio Kishida, 
quit after his support fell due to 
anger over a cost of living crunch 
and the scandal involving unre-
corded donations to lawmakers.

The election also took place nine 
days before voters in the United 
States – Japan’s closest ally – head 
to the polls in another unpredict-
able ballot.

The LDP has held an outright 
majority since it returned to power 
in 2012 after a brief spell of oppo-
sition rule.

It also lost power briefl y in 1993, 
when a coalition of seven opposi-
tion parties formed a government 
that lasted less than a year.

Smaller parties, such as the 
Democratic Party for the People 
(DPP) or the Japan Innovation Par-
ty, could now prove key to forming 
a government.

The DPP had 27 seats so far 
and the Japan Innovation Party 35 
seats, according to NHK. But both 
propose policies at odds with the 
LDP line.

DPP chief Yuichiro Tamaki has 
not ruled out some co-operation 
with the LDP-led coalition, but 
Innovation Party head Nobuyuki 
Baba has rejected the idea.

Ishiba has pledged to revital-
ise depressed rural regions and to 
address the “quiet emergency” of 
Japan’s falling population through 
family-friendly measures such as 
fl exible working hours.

However, he has rowed back his 
position on issues including al-
lowing married couples to take 
separate surnames. He also named 
only two women as ministers in his 
cabinet.

Ishiba has backed the crea-
tion of a regional military alliance 
along the lines of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organisation (Nato) 
to counter China, although he has 
cautioned it would “not happen 
overnight”.

Japan’s ruling 
coalition 
loses majority 
in parliament
Reuters/AFP
Tokyo

Republican presidential candidate Donald 
Trump will headline a rally at New York’s 
Madison Square Garden yesterday, a high-

profi le event in a state that last backed a Republi-
can president in 1984.

Opponent Vice-President Kamala Harris is tra-
versing Philadelphia, the largest city and a Demo-
cratic stronghold in must-win Pennsylvania, and 
plans stops in a black barbershop and a Puerto Ri-
can restaurant to encourage people to vote.

Speaking at the Church of Christian Compas-
sion yesterday morning, Harris did not mention 
Trump by name.

“In this moment we do face a real question: 
what kind of country do we want to live in?” she 
said.

Trump’s rally in Manhattan, like Harris’s event 
in Houston on Friday with Beyonce, hopes to lean 
on star power to support local congressional can-
didates ahead of the November 5 election.

US billionaire Elon Musk, who is supporting 
Trump’s re-election bid with his X social media 
platform, enormous wealth and cash giveaways 
that have raised legal questions, will be among 
the featured speakers, the Trump campaign an-
nounced.

Trump, a New York celebrity for decades, will 
use the event at the iconic venue known for Knicks 
basketball games and Billy Joel concerts to deliver 
his closing argument against Harris.

“We want to close it out with a beautiful bang,” 
he said last week.

Polls show the rival candidates are neck and 
neck in the battleground states that will decide 
the next president with just over a week until 
Election Day.

More than 38mn votes have already been cast.
Trump has been seeking to tie Harris to the Bi-

den administration’s handling of immigration and 
the economy.

Last week, Trump debuted a new attack line: 
“She broke it, and I promise you I will fi x it.”

The US economy has outperformed the rest of 
the developed world since the coronavirus crisis, 
and stock markets hit record highs this year.

However, high prices of food, utilities and hous-
ing have roiled voters, who believe the economy is 
headed in the wrong direction.

Harris, who held a rally with Bruce Springsteen 
in Atlanta on Thursday, will hold another high-
profi le event with a speech tomorrow on the Na-
tional Mall in Washington, where she will high-
light contrasts between herself and Trump.

“He is full of grievance. He is full of dark lan-
guage that is about retribution and revenge,” Har-
ris said of Trump in response to questions from 
reporters yesterday in Philadelphia.

Trump, who held a rally in Long Island, New 
York, in September, has said he is making a play 
for the state.

Ronald Reagan’s re-election was the last time 
New York backed a Republican for president; 
Democrat Joe Biden won the state in 2020 by 23 
percentage points.

Trump holds rally at Madison Square 
Garden, Harris in Philadelphia
Reuters
Washington

Thousands of well-wishers 
lined the banks of Bang-
kok’s Chao Phraya River 

yesterday to watch King Maha Va-
jiralongkorn ride a glittering royal 
barge procession to mark his 72nd 
birthday.

A fl otilla of 52 ornately deco-
rated boats, paddled by more than 
2,000 oarsmen decked out in 
scarlet and gold, carried the king 
and Queen Suthida in formation 
through the heart of the Thai capi-
tal to a Buddhist ceremony at Wat 
Arun, the city’s ancient Temple of 
Dawn.

The king took his place on a cen-
tury-old royal barge known as the 
“Golden Swan” to deliver robes to 
monks in a ceremony marking the 
end of Buddhist Lent.

Royal barge processions date 
back hundreds of years, but are 
held rarely, saved for the most sig-
nifi cant occasions – most recently, 
the king’s coronation in 2019.

During the 70-year reign of the 
previous king, Bhumibol Adulya-
dej, only 16 barge processions were 
held.

King Vajiralongkorn turned 72 in 
July, completing his “sixth cycle” 

in the 12-year astrological calendar 
– a milestone regarded by Thais as 
important and auspicious.

Normally the intricately or-
namented barges – their prows 
decorated with garudas, nagas 
and other mythical creatures from 
Buddhist and Hindu mythology – 
are kept in a museum.

However, on days of national 
importance, navy oarsmen in sa-
rongs, red tunics and traditional 
hats propel them through the 
water to the banging of drums, 
as perfectly co-ordinated golden 
paddles break the waters.

Only four of the barges are ac-
tually deemed “royal”, while the 
others are offi  cially royal escort 
vessels.

The barge procession dates back 
to Thailand’s 1350-1767 Ayutthaya 
period.

When Bangkok was built more 
than 250 years ago, kings used the 
boats to travel through the capi-
tal’s network of canals.

As Thailand modernised, the 
barges fell out of use, but king 
Bhumibol revived the tradition in 
1957 to celebrate the 25th century 
of the Buddhist era. – AFP

Thousands turn out for rare 
Thai royal barge pageantry

Spectators watch the Royal Barge Procession on the Chao Praya River, in 
front of Wat Arun in Bangkok, yesterday. – AFP

Iranian armed forces have killed at least four 
“terrorists” behind a deadly attack on police 
the day before in the country’s southeast, Tas-

nim news agency reported yesterday.
Ten police offi  cers were killed in Sistan-Balu-

chistan province on Saturday in an attack claimed 
by the Pakistani-based Jaish al-Adl.

In response, Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
backed by intelligence forces and police killed at 
least four “terrorists” suspected of involvement 
in a drone strike, Tasnim said, citing the Guards.

“During this operation, four terrorists were 
killed, some were wounded and escaped and four 
others were arrested,” it said. “The operation to 
arrest and destroy the remaining terrorists is still 
ongoing.”

The offi  cial IRNA news agency, citing a police 
statement, reported the death of “10 personnel in 
two patrol units” in what it called an ambush.

Sistan-Baluchistan borders Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan and is one of the most impoverished 
provinces in the Islamic republic. – AFP

Iran kills four after deadly attack in southeast

India has warned social media 
platforms of “consequential 
action” after hundreds of 

hoax bomb threats to Indian air-
lines this month triggered travel 
chaos and terror it said threat-
ened national security.

Some threats led to planes be-
ing diverted to Canada and Ger-
many, and fi ghter jets scrambled 
to escort aircraft in the skies 
above Britain and Singapore.

The government called the 
spread of the threats “danger-
ously unrestrained”.

It warned social media plat-
forms of “consequential action 
as provided under any law” if 
they do not comply with the 

“prompt removal of misinfor-
mation”.

“The instances of malicious 
acts, in the form of hoax bomb 
threats to such airlines, lead to a 
potential threat to the public or-
der and security of the state,” it 
said in a statement on Saturday. 
“Such hoax bomb threats, while 
aff ecting a large number of citi-
zens, also destabilises the eco-
nomic security of the country.”

At least 275 bomb threats were 
made since mid-October, all 
reported to have been false, ac-
cording to the Press Trust of In-
dia (PTI) news agency.

Other Indian media suggest it 
could be as high as nearly 400.

“The exemption from liability 
for any third party information 
... shall not apply if such inter-
mediaries do not follow the due 

diligence obligations,” it added.
Civil aviation authorities have 

had to check every fl ight that has 
been threatened, many by mes-
sages posted on X.

The government warning did 
not mention any social media 
company by name, but cited an 
advisory notice from the infor-
mation technology ministry.

“The scale of (the) spread of 
such hoax bomb threats has been 
observed to be dangerously un-
restrained due to the availability 
of the option of ‘forwarding/re-
sharing/re-posting/re-tweet-
ing’ on the social media plat-
forms,” the information ministry 
said.

It said companies must report 
any off ences “likely to threaten 
the unity, integrity, sovereignty, 
security or economic security” 

of the country, and co-operate 
swiftly with government agen-
cies to aid investigations.

The government has said 
that it is discussing “legisla-
tive action” to overhaul aviation 
and aircraft security laws, and 
to make those who make such 
threats guilty of a serious, or 
“cognisable”, crime with longer 
potential sentences.

India, the world’s biggest de-
mocracy, regularly ranks among 
the top fi ve countries globally for 
the number of requests made by 
a government to remove social 
media content.

Last year, an Indian court hit 
X with a $61,000 fi ne after the 
platform unsuccessfully chal-
lenged orders to remove tweets 
and accounts critical of the Modi 
government.

India warns social media after airline bomb threats
AFP
New Delhi

Storm Trami hit central Vietnam yes-
terday, threatening to trigger heavy 
rains and dangerous fl oods after leav-

ing a path of destruction in the Philippines.
The Southeast Asian country, with its 

extended coastline, is prone to storms and 
fl oods that often cause signifi cant casual-
ties and property damage.

Rainfall in provinces from Quang Binh to 
Quang Nam is forecast to hit 60cm, accord-
ing to the national weather forecast agency.

“The risks of fl oods are high at urban ar-
eas from Ha Tinh to Binh Dinh provinces,” 
the agency said.

Heavy rains are also expected to hit the 
Central Highlands, the country’s key coff ee 
growing area, according to the agency.

After sweeping across the Philippines’ 
main Luzon island, Trami left large areas 
submerged under fl oodwaters, making res-
cue and relief operations diffi  cult as Manila 
braces for the impact of incoming storm 
Kong-rey.

The storm hit the Philippines on Thurs-
day, causing fl oods and landslides.

The Philippines’ disaster agency an-
nounced last night that at least 110 people 
were reported dead, though no provincial 

breakdown was provided for the death toll.
Trami is the deadliest storm to hit the 

Southeast Asian country so far this year 
“especially with the reported number of 
casualties”, Ariel Nepomuceno in the Offi  ce 
of Civil Defence – which oversees disaster 
management – told AFP.

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos 
vowed yesterday that help was underway 
for the residents of Camarines Sur prov-
ince, located in the hardest-hit region of 
Bicol.

“By air, land, or sea, we’ll keep the sup-
port coming. Together, we will rise again,” 

Marcos said on his social media accounts.
Trami, with wind speeds of up to 88kph 

(54.7mph), made landfall in Hue and Dan-
ang. Maximum wind speeds have since 
weakened to 74kph (46mph).

Last month, typhoon Yagi and the fl oods 
it triggered killed more than 300 people 
and caused property damage of more than 
$3.3bn in northern Vietnam.

A recent study showed that storms in the 
Asia-Pacifi c region are increasingly form-
ing closer to coastlines, intensifying more 
rapidly and lasting longer over land due to 
climate change. – Reuters/AFP

Storm Trami lands in Vietnam after wreaking havoc in the Philippines

King Charles 
to resume 
foreign tours

King Charles III’s cancer di-
agnosis will not prevent 
him fl ying abroad next year 

for foreign visits, a Buckingham 
Palace offi  cial said, as the mon-
arch wrapped up a tour of Aus-
tralia and Samoa.

“We’re now working on a pretty 
normal looking full overseas tour 
programme for next year, which 
is a high for us to end on, to know 
that we can be thinking in those 
terms,” the offi  cial said late on 
Saturday.

Charles was diagnosed with an 
undisclosed cancer earlier this 
year but doctors agreed that he 
could pause his treatment to al-
low him to travel to Australia and 
Samoa.

The palace announced in April 
that he would make a limited re-
turn to public duties, as doctors 
were “very encouraged” by his 
progress.

The offi  cial added that the king 
had “thrived” on the tour’s pro-
gramme which had much im-
proved “his spirits, his mood and 
his recovery”.

“In that sense, the tour, despite 
its demands, has been the perfect 
tonic,” he added.

The tour was Charles’s fi rst to 
Australia, where he is also head of 
state, since he became king fol-
lowing the death of Queen Eliza-
beth II in September 2022.

Charles and Queen Camilla 
left Samoa on Saturday after the 
marathon 11-day tour that saw the 
king carry out more than 30 en-
gagements.

The royal couple visited Sydney, 
Canberra and the Samoan capital 
Apia, where Charles attended a 
meeting of Commonwealth na-
tions.

The 56-nation bloc – made up 
mostly of British ex-colonies – 
had hoped to focus on a future 
threatened by climate change, but 
instead bickered over a troubled 
past marked by slavery and colo-
nisation. – AFP

Bulgarians voted yester-
day in their seventh snap 
election in four years, but 

opinion surveys suggest that it 
is unlikely to break a political 
deadlock that has slowed eco-
nomic reforms in the European 
Union’s poorest member state.

Bulgaria has been plagued by 
short-lived governments since 
2020, when anti-graft protests 
helped to end a coalition led by 
the centre-right GERB party.

Latest opinion polls suggest 
that, once again, no single party 

will win a parliamentary major-
ity, setting the stage for a fresh 
round of diffi  cult and prolonged 
coalition talks.

“People want security and 
stability. We have sunny weath-
er today, so people should go out 
and vote. We will see what will 
happen after the polls close,” 
GERB leader Boyko Borissov 
told reporters after voting.

A Gallup International Bal-
kans poll, published on Friday 
by Bulgarian National Radio, 
put GERB ahead with 26.1% of 

the vote, followed by two parties 
in a tight race for second place.

The reformist PP (We Con-
tinue The Change) and the 
ultra-nationalist, pro-Russian 
Revival party were seen at 16.2% 
and 14.9% respectively.

The same poll projected voter 
turnout at 31.1%.

Yesterday’s vote was trig-
gered by the failure of Bulgar-
ia’s political parties to agree on 
forming a coalition government 
after an inconclusive June 9 
election. – Reuters

Bulgaria holds another snap election

Uruguay 
heads to 
the polls
Reuters
Montevideo

Voters in Uruguay went 
to the polls yesterday in 
an election race between 

moderates that contrasted with 
the polarised politics in many 
other Latin American countries.

The nation of 3.4mn was vot-
ing for its next president and law-
makers, with pollsters predicting 
a run-off  will likely be needed in 
November.

The country will also decide on 
a referendum on pension reform 
that would lower the retirement 
age by fi ve years to 60 and another 
that would boost police powers to 
fi ght drug-related crime.

The vote in the small South 
American nation sees Broad Front 
centre-left candidate Yamandu 
Orsi, the pre-election favourite, 
take on continuity contender Al-
varo Delgado.

Behind them is young, social 
media savvy conservative Andres 
Ojeda, who addressed reporters 
outside his local gym on Election 
Day.

Polls showed Orsi in the lead, 
but indicated no presidential can-
didate would likely get more than 
50% of the vote, meaning a second 
round run-off  would be held on 
November 24 between yesterday’s 
top two fi nishers.

Mali army 
says 40 
‘terrorists’ 
slain
AFP
Bamako

Mali’s army has said that it 
had killed some 40 “ter-
rorists” and destroyed 

one of their bases in two opera-
tions in the centre of the militant-
plagued country.

Since taking power in a double 
coup in 2020 and 2021, Mali’s mil-
itary leaders have made a priority 
of tackling the Sahel nation’s mul-
tiple security issues.

An operation on Thursday in 
Ounguel destroyed “an enemy 
base, with around 30 terrorists 
neutralised”, an army statement 
said.

Weapons, ammunition and 24 
motorbikes were seized, the state-
ment added.

On Friday, a second operation 
saw 10 militants killed and goods 
including pick-up trucks and mo-
torbikes seized.

Mali is battling a political, se-
curity and economic crisis and has 
been ravaged by Al Qaeda and Is-
lamic State factions since 2012. It 
also faces a separatist insurgency 
in the volatile desert north.
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QATAR

Under the patronage of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Tha-
ni, the 15th edition of Milipol Qatar is set 

to feature innovations in technology and host 
experts in homeland security under the theme 
of Technology in the Service of Security.

Organised by the Ministry of Interior (MoI), 
the event will be held from October 29-31 at 
the Doha Exhibition and Convention Centre 
(DECC), and welcome ministers of interior from 
friendly and allied nations along with repre-
sentatives of security companies.

At a news conference yesterday, Milipol Qa-
tar committee chairman Major-General Nasser 
bin Fahd al-Thani said that the event refl ects 
Qatar’s commitment to advancing technologi-
cal capabilities to meet growing security chal-
lenges and support the security needs aligned 
with Qatar National Vision 2030.

A highlight of this edition of Milipol will be 
a special two-day conference on artifi cial intel-
ligence (AI) for homeland security and safety 
technology, scheduled for October 29-30.

Leading global experts will discuss AI in-
novations and ethics focusing on four main 
themes: AI and smart technologies, AI in secu-
rity operations, ethics of AI, and security chal-
lenges and opportunities in AI.

The conference underscores Qatar’s pioneer-
ing role in the region and internationally, as it 
addresses complex AI-related security and legal 
issues, proposing recommendations to guide 
the positive application of AI technologies for 
governmental benefi t and sustainable develop-
ment. 

“This positions Qatar as a pioneer in the re-
gion and globally in addressing this complex 
topic, from multiple security and legal per-
spectives, proposing recommendations for the 
positive regulation and use of AI technologies to 
support governments and current technological 
developments essential for growth,” the offi  cial 
said.

Anne Fresinet, the director of the Milipol 

International Network, emphasised the im-
portance of the event in keeping pace with the 
rapidly evolving security landscape.

“Milipol Qatar off ers a platform that brings 
together governments, sector leaders, and se-
curity experts to address ongoing changes in 
the global security environment,” she said. 
“Our primary commitment is to enhance co-
operation and showcase solutions that directly 
address these complex challenges.”

Milipol Qatar committee member Major-
General Saud Rashid al-Shafi  was present at 
the news conference, which also marked the 
Milipol Qatar Committee signing sponsorship 
agreements with several companies, including 
Barzan Holdings, Qatar National Bank, Al Ab-
dulghani Motors, Stark Motors, Saleh Al Hamad 
Al Mana, Teyseer Group, Ooredoo, Al Emadi 
Enterprises, Eshaar Holding, Qatar Factory, Al 
Mana Company, Multi Services Company, Audi 
Qatar, and Sports City Advertising.

Milipol Qatar 2024 to focus 
on AI in homeland security
By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

Right: Off icials at the news conference 
yesterday. PICTURES: Shemeer Rasheed

A view of the off icials at the event.

The Milipol Qatar Exhibi-
tion & Conference 2024 
is set to welcome over 250 

international and national com-
panies specialising in internal 
security and safety, along with 
six major international pavil-
ions.

The 15th edition of the inter-
national event, taking place at 
the Doha Exhibition and Con-
vention Centre (DECC), will 
cover an area of 23,000sq m, 
with an additional outdoor space 
showcasing the Ministry of Inte-
rior (MoI)’s fl eet of vehicles.

“The committee has worked 
diligently with the French com-
pany Comexposium to ensure a 
comprehensive event showcas-
ing the latest innovations and 
technologies in security,” Milipol 
Qatar committee chairman Ma-
jor-General Nasser bin Fahd al-
Thani told journalists at a press 

conference yesterday.
The three-day event, begin-

ning tomorrow, will include 
seminars on various security 
topics, such as cybersecurity, 
civil defence and airport and 
border security, with 15 presen-
tations, he explained.

The offi  cial noted that this 
edition of Milipol Qatar would 
see a record attendance of over 
350 offi  cial delegations, demon-
strating the exhibition’s global 
importance.

The event provides opportu-
nities for direct interaction with 
high-level delegations, military 
and security leaders, and rep-
resentatives from government 
bodies, facilitating contracts and 
agreements with companies.

Some exhibitors will launch 
new systems and solutions, pro-
viding manufacturers of internal 
security and safety equipment 
an opportunity to engage with 
decision-makers and security 
experts, Maj-Gen Nasser al-
Thani added.

More than 250 More than 250 
companies for companies for 
Milipol QatarMilipol Qatar
By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

Milipol Qatar offers a platform bringing together 
governments, sector leaders and experts to 
discuss the global security environment
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