
Apple rolls out
AI features

National Ageing 
Survey from 
Nov 3-Jan 31

HIA serves 13.7mn 
passengers in Q3-2024

Amir, Dutch PM 
discuss Lebanon,
Gaza developments

Apple yesterday rolled out its 
first set of artificial intelligence 
(AI) features, dubbed “Apple 
Intelligence”, across its 
premium iPhone, iPad, and 
Mac devices, marking the 
tech giant’s major push into 
generative AI. The release, first 
previewed by the company in 
June, marks Apple’s foray into 
an AI race that has seen the US 
tech giants rush into ChatGPT-
style technology. 

The Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH), in collaboration with 
the National Planning Council 
and Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC), has announced the 
launch of Qatar’s National Ageing 
Survey. The fieldwork for the 
survey is set to take place from 
Nov. 3, 2024 to Jan 31 of 2025. 
The survey is designed to collect 
crucial information and statistical 
indicators related to the health 
and needs of individuals aged 60 
and above. Page 8

Hamad International Airport 
(DOH) has reported serving 
13.7mn passengers in the third 
quarter (Q3) of 2024, reflecting 
a robust 7.9% growth compared 
to the same period last year. 
Point-to-point traffic also 
experienced growth by 11.7%, 
contributing to the airport’s 
overall performance. The 
passenger traffic growth was 
driven by strong demand for air 
travel. Page 5

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
discussed with Prime Minister of 
the Kingdom of The Netherlands 
Dick Schoof relations between 
the two countries and ways to 
develop and strengthen them 
in various fields. His Highness 
the Amir also discussed the 
most prominent regional 
and international issues of 
common interest, especially 
the developments in the Gaza 
Strip, the occupied Palestinian 
territories and Lebanon. This 
came during a phone call His 
Highness the Amir received 
from the prime minister of The 
Netherlands. (QNA)
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani met in his office 
at the Amiri Diwan yesterday with 
First Deputy Prime Minister, Minister 
of Defence and Minister of Interior 
of the sisterly State of Kuwait Sheikh 
Fahad Yusuf Saud al-Sabah and his 
accompanying delegation on the 
occasion of his visit to the country to 
participate in the 15th Milipol Qatar 
Exhibition and Conference 2024.
At the outset of the meeting, the Kuwaiti 
first deputy prime minister conveyed 
to His Highness the Amir the greetings 
of Amir of the sisterly State of Kuwait, 
Sheikh Meshal al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-

Sabah, and his wishes to the Amir of 
good health and happiness and to the 
people of Qatar further development and 
prosperity.
For his part, His Highness the Amir 
entrusted Sheikh Fahad Yusuf Saud al-
Sabah with his greetings to the Kuwaiti 
Amir and his wishes of good health to 
him and to the brotherly people of Kuwait 
enduring progress and growth.
During the meeting, they discussed the 
deep-rooted brotherly relations between 
the two countries and ways to strengthen 
them, in addition to the prominent 
developments of shared interest 
regionally and globally. (QNA)

Amir, Kuwait’s first deputy
PM discuss bilateral tiesShura approves 

constitutional 
amendments
QNA
Doha

The Shura Council held its regular 
weekly session yesterday, for the 
fourth ordinary session of the fi rst 

legislative term, corresponding to the 53rd 
annual session, chaired by HE Speaker of the 
Council Hassan bin Abdullah al-Ghanem.

During the session, the Shura Council 
unanimously approved the draft constitu-
tional amendments after reviewing the report 
of the special committee studying the amend-
ment of some articles of the Constitution. 

Constructive and in-depth discussions 
took place, with the esteemed members of 
the Shura Council showing great commit-
ment for enhancing national unity, uphold-
ing the principle of justice and the rule of 
law, and ensuring the country’s supreme 
interest in accordance with the directives of 
His Highness the Amir.

On this occasion, HE the Speaker ex-
tended his heartfelt thanks and gratitude to 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani for his wise directives and 
insightful vision, which he expressed in his 
historic speech at the opening of the fourth 
session of the fi rst legislative term. This 
speech laid out a comprehensive plan to en-

hance Qatar’s development and prosperity.
HE the Speaker emphasised in his speech 

that the draft constitutional amendments, 
which were proposed based on the directives 
of His Highness the Amir places the coun-
try at a crucial moment that will advance 
it and open doors for growth, progress, and 
prosperity, which future generations will re-
member with pride and honour.

He said that these amendments represent 
an important step in strengthening national 
unity and upholding the rule of law. His Ex-
cellency added that the purpose of propos-
ing these constitutional amendments is to 
preserve the unity of the people and enhance 
equal citizenship in terms of rights and du-
ties.

HE al-Ghanem stressed that these 
amendments refl ect Qatar’s commitment to 
applying the principle of justice and the rule 
of law in all areas of life, fulfi lling the aspi-
rations of Qatari citizens for a better future 
governed by law.

The draft constitutional amendments in-
clude altering the texts of Articles (1), (7), 
(13), (74), (77), (80), (81), (83), (86), (103), 
(104), (114), (117), and (150) of the Permanent 
Constitution of Qatar, in addition to adding 
Article (75 bis), Article (125/fi nal paragraph), 
and cancelling Articles (78), (79), and (82) of 
the Constitution. Page 2

Israel passes law to ban UNRWA operations

The Israeli parliament passed a law yesterday 
to ban UN relief agency UNRWA from 
operating inside the country and occupied 
east Jerusalem, despite objections from the 
United States.
 Lawmakers passed the bill with 92 votes in 
favour and 10 against, after years of harsh 
Israeli criticism of UNRWA, which has only 
increased since the start of the war in Gaza. 
The ban on the UN agency - which has 
provided essential aid and assistance across 
Palestinian territories and to Palestinian 
refugees elsewhere for more than seven 
decades - is a blow to humanitarian work in 
Gaza. 
The UN agency for Palestinian refugees 
condemned the Israeli parliament’s approval 
of a bill banning its activities in Israel and 
occupied east Jerusalem, calling the move 
“outrageous”.
“It’s outrageous that a member state of the 
United Nations is working to dismantle a UN 

agency which also happens to be the largest 
responder in the humanitarian operation 
in Gaza,” Juliette Touma, spokeswoman for 
UNRWA said.
“If it’s implemented it’s a disaster including 
due to the impact this is likely to have on the 
humanitarian operation in Gaza and in several 
parts of the West Bank,” she said, adding the 
agency is the lead provider of “shelter, food 
and primary health care” in war-battered Gaza. 
The media adviser to the UN relief agency 
UNRWA, Adnan Abu Hasna, said that Israel’s 
decision to ban the organisation’s operation 
inside the country will mean the collapse of 
the humanitarian process as a whole.
Hasna described the decision as an 
“unprecedented” escalation while speaking to 
Qatar’s Al Jazeera Mubasher TV. 
Britain’s Foreign Secretary David Lammy 
expressed “profound regret” that Israel 
was “considering shutting down UNRWA’s 
operations”.

100,000 trapped in north Gaza
Reuters
Cairo 

Israeli tanks thrust deeper 
yesterday into two north 
Gaza towns and a historic 

refugee camp, trapping around 
100,000 civilians.

The Gaza Strip’s health min-
istry said at least 19 people were 
killed by Israeli airstrikes and 
bombardment yesterday, 13 of 
them in the north of the devas-
tated coastal territory.

The Palestinian Civil Emer-
gency Service said around 
100,000 people were marooned 
in Jabalia, Beit Lahia and Beit 
Hanoun without medical or food 
supplies. 

The emergency service said 
its operations had come to a halt 
because of the three-week Israeli 
assault into the north.

North Gaza’s three major hos-
pitals, whose offi  cials refused Is-
rael’s orders to evacuate, said they 
were hardly operating. At least 
two had been damaged by Israeli 

fi re during the assault and run out 
of medical, food and fuel stocks.

North Gaza residents said 
Israeli forces were besieging 
schools and other shelters hous-
ing displaced families, ordering 
them out before rounding up 
men and pushing women and 

children to leave the area for Gaza 
City and points in the south.

More than 43,020 Palestin-
ians have been killed and 101,110 
injured in Israel’s military of-
fensive in Gaza since Oct 7, 2023, 
the Gaza health ministry said in a 
statement yesterday.

Medics evacuate injured people and cancer patients from the Kamal 
Adwan Hospital in Beit Lahia in the northern Gaza Strip yesterday.

Gaza truce talks to continue

AFP
Jerusalem

Israel said yesterday it had dis-
cussed with international me-
diators the outline of proposed 

talks with Palestinian resistance 
movement Hamas on a deal to re-
lease Israeli hostages.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu’s offi  ce said Mossad intelli-
gence chief David Barnea had met 
US and Qatari offi  cials in Doha and 
agreed they should talk to Hamas 
about a deal to free Israelis seized in 
last year’s October 7 attack.

The statement came two days 
after Egypt’s President Abdel Fat-
tah al-Sisi proposed a two-day 
truce and limited hostage-pris-
oner exchange that, he said, could 
lead to a permanent ceasefi re.

“During the meeting, the par-
ties discussed a new unifi ed 
framework that combines previ-
ous proposals and also takes into 
account key issues and recent de-
velopments in the region,” Netan-
yahu’s offi  ce said.

US President Joe Biden, asked 
about the possibility of a 
ceasefire said he would talk to 
Israel immediately to push for a 
ceasefire.
“My staff is talking to them 
right now,” Biden said, after 
casting an early ballot in the 
race for his successor. “We need 
a ceasefire. We should end this 
war. It should end, it should end, 
it should end.”

It should end: Biden

US President Joe Biden casts 
his early-voting ballot in New 
Castle, Delaware, yesterday.

Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Defence and Minister of Interior 
Sheikh Fahad Yusuf Saud al-Sabah arrived in Doha yesterday on an off icial visit to the 
country. He and the accompanying delegation were welcomed upon arrival at Doha 
International Airport’s Amiri Terminal by HE the Minister of Interior and Commander 
of the Internal Security Force (Lekhwiya) Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani 
and a number of senior Ministry of Interior and Lekhwiya off icials. Also present was 
Kuwaiti ambassador to Qatar Khaled Badr al-Mutairi. (QNA)

Interior minister receives Kuwait’s 
first deputy prime minister



QNA
Doha

The Shura Council held its 
weekly session yesterday, 
for the fourth ordinary ses-

sion of the fi rst legislative term, 
corresponding to the 53rd annual 
session, in the Tamim Bin Hamad 
Hall at the Council’s headquarters, 
chaired by its Speaker HE Hassan 
bin Abdullah al-Ghanem.

At the beginning of the ses-
sion, the Council praised the Eu-
ropean tour of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani which included Italy and 
Germany. The Council pointed out 
that the state visit to Italy and the 
offi  cial visit to Germany refl ect 
Qatar’s commitment to enhanc-
ing bilateral relations and strategic 
partnerships with those countries.

The Council confi rmed that 
these visits open new horizons 
for co-operation in the fi elds of 
economy, education, innovation, 
and the promotion of stability and 
peace on both regional and inter-
national levels. It added that the 
tour of His Highness comes at a 
crucial time to enhance dialogue 
and understanding on global com-
mon issues, such as sustainable 
development and international se-
curity, thus reinforcing Qatar’s role 
in achieving international peace 
and stability.

Following this, HE the Shura 
Council Secretary-General, Nayef 
bin Mohammed al-Mahmoud, 
read out the agenda, and the min-
utes of the previous session were 
approved. During the session, the 
Council unanimously approved 
the draft constitutional amend-
ments after reviewing the report of 
the special committee studying the 
amendment of some articles of the 
constitution. Constructive and in-
depth discussions took place, with 
the esteemed members of the Shu-
ra Council showing great commit-
ment for enhancing national unity, 
upholding the principle of justice 
and the rule of law, and ensuring 
the country’s supreme interest in 
accordance with the directives of 
His Highness the Amir.

On this occasion, HE the Shura 
Council Speaker extended his 
thanks and gratitude to His High-
ness the Amir for his wise direc-
tives and insightful vision, which 
he expressed in his historic speech 
at the opening of the fourth session 
of the fi rst legislative term. This 
speech laid out a comprehensive 
plan to enhance Qatar’s develop-
ment and prosperity.

HE al-Ghanem emphasised that 
the draft constitutional amend-
ments, which were proposed based 
on the directives of His Highness, 
places the country at a crucial 
moment that will advance it and 
open doors for growth, progress, 
and prosperity, which future gen-
erations will remember with pride 
and honour. He added that these 
amendments represent an impor-
tant step in strengthening national 
unity and upholding the rule of law. 

He added that the purpose of 
proposing these constitutional 
amendments, as indicated by His 
Highness in his speech to the Shu-
ra Council, is to preserve the unity 
of the people and enhance equal 
citizenship in terms of rights and 
duties. HE the Speaker stressed 
that these amendments refl ect Qa-
tar’s commitment to applying the 
principle of justice and the rule of 
law in all areas of life, fulfi lling the 
aspirations of Qatari citizens for a 
better future governed by law.

He added that the approval of 
these amendments and the noble 
goals they aim to achieve mark his-
toric moments in the development 
and growth of Qatar, highlighted 
its security and social cohesion, 
stressing that the goal now is to 
bolster that unity even further for 
future generations. HE the Speaker 
reaffi  rmed that the Shura Council, 
which has paid great attention to 

studying these amendments un-
der the wise leadership’s guidance, 
pledged to His Highness the Amir 
and the Qatari people to continue 
performing its national duties 
with full responsibility and sincer-
ity, aiming to strengthen national 
unity and consolidate the pillars of 
the state, based on justice and the 
rule of law.

HE al-Ghanem praised the 
fruitful and constructive co-op-
eration with the esteemed govern-
ment, appreciating the support 
and attention it has given to the 
draft constitutional amendments. 
He noted that this exemplary co-
operation between the legislative 
and executive branches refl ects 
a shared commitment to achiev-
ing the vision of His Highness 
the Amir in strengthening justice 
and the rule of law, which he de-
scribed as the foundation for driv-
ing development and ensuring the 
citizens’ aspirations for a future 
marked by stability and progress. 

Articles under review

The draft constitutional amend-
ments include altering the texts of 
Articles (1), (7), (13), (74), (77), (80), 
(81), (83), (86), (103), (104), (114), 
(117), and (150) of the Permanent 
Constitution of the State of Qatar, 
in addition to adding Article (75 
bis), Article (125/fi nal paragraph), 
and cancelling Articles (78), (79), 
and (82) of the Constitution, as 
follows: The proposed text for Ar-
ticle (1) will be (Qatar is an inde-
pendent sovereign Arab State. Its 
religion is Islam and Shariah law 
shall be a main source of its legisla-
tions. Its political system is demo-
cratic based on Shura, justice and 
the rule of law.

The Arabic Language shall be 
its offi  cial language. The people of 
Qatar are a part of the Arab nation) 
instead of the existing text (Qatar 
is an independent sovereign Arab 
State. Its religion is Islam and Sha-
riah law shall be a main source of 
its legislations. Its political system 
is democratic. The Arabic Lan-
guage shall be its offi  cial language. 
The people of Qatar are a part of 
the Arab nation.)

The proposed text for Article 
(7) will be (The foreign policy of 
the State is based on the princi-
ple of strengthening international 
peace and security by means of 
encouraging peaceful resolution of 
international disputes, and in ac-
cordance with the role of the State 
in resolving these disputes at the 
regional and international levels 
through mediation and dialogue, 
and what this entails in terms of 
maintaining balanced relations 
with all parties; shall support the 
right of peoples to self-determi-
nation; and shall not interfere in 
the domestic aff airs of states; and 
shall co-operate with peace-loving 
nations) after it was (The foreign 
policy of the State is based on the 
principle of strengthening interna-
tional peace and security by means 
of encouraging peaceful resolu-
tion of international disputes; and 
shall support the right of peoples to 
self-determination; and shall not 
interfere in the domestic aff airs of 
states; and shall co-operate with 
peace-loving nations).

The proposed text for Article 
(13) will be (Without prejudice to 
the provisions of the two preced-
ing articles, and where it is not 
possible to delegate powers to the 
Heir Apparent, or in other circum-
stances that he deems appropriate, 
the Amir may, by an Amiri Order, 
designate a deputy from the Rul-
ing Family to discharge some of his 
powers and functions; and where 
the person who has been so des-
ignated holds a post or performs 
a function in any institution, the 
same person shall cease to dis-
charge the duties of that post or 
function during his deputation of 
the Amir; and the Deputy Amir 
shall, as soon as he is so desig-
nated, take, before the Amir, the 
same oath as taken by the Heir 

Apparent) instead of (Without 
prejudice to the provisions of the 
two preceding articles, and where 
it is not possible to delegate pow-
ers to the Heir Apparent, the Amir 
may, by an Amiri Order, designate 
a deputy from the Ruling Family to 
discharge some of his powers and 
functions; and where the person 
who has been so designated holds 
a post or performs a function in 
any institution, the same person 
shall cease to discharge the duties 
of that post or function during his 
deputation of the Amir; and the 
Deputy Amir shall, as soon as he 
is so designated, take, before the 
Amir, the same oath as taken by the 
Heir Apparent).

The proposed text for Article 
(74) will be (The Amir shall take 
the following oath prior to the 
discharge of his functions: I swear 
by Almighty God to respect Sha-
riah law, the Constitution and the 
law, protect the independence of 
the State, safeguard its territorial 
integrity, and defend the freedom 
and interests of its people.) instead 
of (The Amir shall take the follow-
ing oath prior to the discharge of 
his functions in a special session 
convened by the Shura Council: I 
swear by Almighty God to respect 
Shariah law, the Constitution and 
the law, protect the independence 
of the State, safeguard its territo-
rial integrity, and defend the free-
dom and interests of its people.)

The Shura Council 

The proposed text for Article (77) 
will be (The Shura Council shall 
consist of no less than forty-fi ve 
members, and the appointment 
of the members shall be issued by 
an Amiri Order), after it was (The 
Shura Council shall consist of 45 
Members, thirty of whom shall be 
elected by direct, general secret 
ballot; and the Amir shall appoint 
the remaining fi fteen Members 
from amongst the Ministers or any 
other persons. The term of service 
of the appointed Members in Shura 
Council shall expire when these 
Members resign their seats or are 
relieved from their posts.)

The proposed text for Article 
(80) will be (The member of the 
Shura Council should fulfi l the 
following conditions: 1. To be a 
holder of an original Qatari na-
tionality; 2. To be good in reading 
and writing Arabic; 3. Not to have 
been convicted for an off ence in-
volving moral turpitude or dis-
honesty unless rehabilitated in 

accordance with the law; and 4. To 
have knowledge or opinion or have 
competence and experience) after 
it was (The member of the Shura 
Council should fulfi l the follow-
ing conditions: 1. To be a holder 
of an original Qatari nationality; 
2. His age shall not be less than 
thirty calendar years at the closing 
date of nomination; 3. To be good 
in reading and writing Arabic; 4. 
Not to have been convicted by a 
competent court of law for an of-
fence involving moral turpitude 
or dishonesty unless rehabilitated 
in accordance with the law; and 5. 
Eligible to vote as determined in 
the elections law.)

The proposed text for Article 
(81) will be (The term of the Shura 
Council shall be four calendar 
years commencing from the date 
of the fi rst meeting; and the elec-
tions of the new Council shall be 
conducted during the last 60 days 
of the aforementioned term. If the 
elections are not held at the expiry 
of the term of the Council or de-
layed for any reason whatsoever, 
the term of the Council shall re-
main intact until a new Council is 
elected. The legislative term shall 
not be extended save for neces-
sity and by decree provided that 
the said extension shall not exceed 
the period of one legislative term.), 
after it was (The term of the Shu-
ra Council shall be four calendar 
years commencing from the date of 
the fi rst meeting; and the elections 
of the new Council shall be con-
ducted during the last ninety days 
of the aforementioned term. The 
Member whose term of service ex-
pires may be re-elected; and where 
the elections are not held at the ex-
piry of the term of the Council or 
delayed for any reason whatsoever, 
the term of the Council shall re-
main intact until a new Council is 
elected. The legislative term shall 
not be extended save for necessity 
and by decree provided that the 
said extension shall not exceed the 
period of one legislative term.) 

Article (83) has been amended 
in the proposed text to state that 
(if a seat of a member of the Shura 
Council becomes vacant before 
the end of their term for any rea-
son, His Highness the Amir shall 
appoint another member within 
a month from the date the council 
announces this vacancy. The term 
of the new member shall last un-
til the end of the council’s term. 
However, if the vacancy occurs 
during the two months preceding 

the end of the council’s term, no 
replacement member shall be ap-
pointed.)

This is a change from the previ-
ous text, which stated that (if a seat 
of an elected member of the Shura 
Council becomes vacant at least 
six months before the end of their 
term for any reason, a successor 
shall be elected within two months 
from the date the council is noti-
fi ed of the vacancy, and if a seat 
of an appointed member becomes 
vacant, a new member shall be ap-
pointed as their replacement. In 
both cases, the new member shall 
complete the term of their pred-
ecessor.)

Article (86) has been amended 
in the proposed text which broadly 
states that (if the council’s meeting 
is delayed beyond the annual date 
stipulated in the previous article, 
the duration of the session shall be 
reduced by the diff erence between 
the two dates.) This is a change 
from the previous text, which 
states that (notwithstanding the 
provisions of the previous two ar-
ticles, His Highness the Amir shall 
invite the Shura Council to its fi rst 
meeting following the general elec-
tions of the council within a month 
from the conclusion of those elec-
tions. If the council’s meeting in 
this session is delayed beyond the 
annual date stipulated in the previ-
ous article, the duration of the ses-
sion shall be reduced by the diff er-
ence between the two dates.)

Article (103) has been amended 
in the proposed text stating that (a 
member’s membership may not be 
revoked unless they lose trust and 
credibility, either lose one of the 
membership conditions, or fail to 
fulfi l their membership duties. And 
the decision to revoke membership 
must be issued by the council with 
a two-thirds majority of its mem-
bers.) This is a change from the 
previous text, which states that (a 
member’s membership may not be 
revoked unless they lose trust and 
credibility, lose one of the mem-
bership conditions on which they 
were elected, or fail to fulfi l their 
membership duties. The decision to 
revoke membership must be issued 
by the council with a two-thirds 
majority of its members.)

Article (104) has been amended 
in the proposed text which states 
that (in cases of necessity and pub-
lic interest, His Highness the Amir 
may dissolve the Shura Council by 
a decree. And if the council is dis-
solved, a new council must be ap-
pointed no later than six months 
from the date of dissolution. Until 
the new council is appointed, His 
Highness the Amir, with the as-
sistance of the Council of Minis-
ters, shall exercise legislative au-
thority.) This is a change from the 
previous text, which states that 
(His Highness the Amir may dis-
solve the Shura Council by a de-
cree, mentioning the reasons for 
the dissolution, provided that the 
council cannot be dissolved for the 
same reasons again. However, If 
the council is dissolved, elections 
for the new council must be con-
ducted no later than six months 
from the date of dissolution. Un-
til the new council is elected, His 
Highness the Amir, with the as-
sistance of the Council of Minis-
ters, shall exercise the legislative 
authority.)

Article (114) has been amended 
in the proposed text stating that (it 
is not permitted to combine mem-
bership in the Shura Council with 
holding public offi  ce in the state, 
except in cases where such com-

bination is allowed by law.) This 
is a change from the previous text, 
which states that (it is not permit-
ted to combine membership in the 
Shura Council with holding public 
offi  ce, except in cases where such 
combination is allowed by the con-
stitution.)

Article (117) has been amended 
stating that (only those holding 
the Qatari nationality may assume 
the position of minister.) And this 
is a change from the previous text, 
which states that (only those with 
original Qatari nationality may 
hold the position of minister.)

Article (150) has been amended 
in the proposed text to state that 
(the amended temporary basic sys-
tem in force in the state, issued on 
April 19, 1972, is hereby repealed, 
and the current Shura Coun-
cil shall continue to discharge its 
functions until the members of the 
new Shura Council are appointed.) 
And this is a change from the pre-
vious text, which states that (the 
amended temporary basic system 
in force in the state, issued on April 
19, 1972, is hereby repealed, and 
the provisions pertaining to the 
current Shura Council shall re-
main in eff ect until the new Shura 
Council is elected.) The proposed 
constitutional amendments also 
include the addition of the fol-
lowing two texts to the permanent 
constitution of the State of Qatar: 
(75 bis) HH the Amir may invite the 
ruling family council, the people of 
authority and infl uence, and the 
Shura Council, or any of them, to 
discuss matters he deems impor-
tant, and (125/last paragraph), HE 
the Prime Minister may delegate 
some of his powers to his deputies 
and ministers.

The proposed constitutional 
amendments included the repeal 
of Article (78) (The electoral sys-
tem shall be issued by law, specify-
ing the conditions and procedures 
for nomination and election.), Ar-
ticle (79) (The electoral districts 
into which the state is divided and 
the areas of each shall be deter-
mined by decree.), and Article (82) 
(The law shall designate the judi-
cial authority responsible for de-
termining the validity of the elec-
tions of the members of the Shura 
Council).

Persons with disabilities 

The session proceeded to review 
a bill concerning persons with dis-
abilities, referred by the esteemed 
government, and decided to sub-
mit it to the Legal and Legislative 
Aff airs Committee for further pe-
rusal and submission of its report 
to the council. Additionally, the 
council reviewed a bill to amend 
certain provisions of Law No. (15) 
of 2011 pertaining to the combat 
of traffi  cking in persons, referred 
by the esteemed government, and 
decided to submit it to the Internal 
and External Aff airs Committee for 
further perusal and submission of 
its report to the council.

On the other hand, the council 
discussed the report of the Finan-
cial and Economic Aff airs Com-
mittee concerning its perspective 
on the statement of the esteemed 
government regarding the pro-
posal of desire submitted by the 
council to benefi t from retirees in 
the labour market and take the ap-
propriate decision accordingly.

HE the Shura Council Speaker 
briefed the members of the Coun-
cil on the submission of the draft 
state budget for the fi scal year 
2025, and the bill approving the 
state budget to the Financial and 
Economic Aff airs Committee, in 
accordance with Article (135) of the 
council’s internal regulations.

Also discussed was the report of 
the President of the 17th meeting 
of Chairpersons of the Shura, Rep-
resentatives, National and Ummah 
Councils in the countries of the 
Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) 
submitted to the 18th meeting 
slated to be convened in the United 
Arab Emirates in November 2024.
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HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani met at the Amiri Diwan yesterday with Their Excellencies and Highnesses participants in the 
meeting of the GCC justice ministers. He welcomed the guests, wishing them success in their meeting in 
Doha. (QNA)

HE the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Aff airs Dr Khalid bin Mohammed al-
Attiyah met with the visiting Swedish Defence Minister Pal Jonson and his accompanying delegation. The 
meeting discussed topics of common interest, co-operation relations between the two sides, and ways to 
enhance and develop them. It was attended by several senior off icials and off icers from both sides. (QNA)

PM meets GCC justice ministersDeputy PM meets Swedish defence minister

Shura clears draft constitutional amendments

Article (117) has been amended stating 
that (only those holding the Qatari 
nationality may assume the position of 
minister.) And this is a change from the 
previous text, which states that (only 
those with original Qatari nationality may 
hold the position of minister)

HE the Speaker emphasised that the draft constitutional 
amendments, which were proposed based on the directives of His 
Highness the Amir, places the country at a crucial moment that will 
advance it and open doors for growth, progress, and prosperity, 
which future generations will remember with pride and honour. 
He added that these amendments represent an important step in 
strengthening national unity and upholding the rule of law
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HE the Minister of Transport Jassim Saif Ahmed al-Sulaiti yesterday attended the signing of an air services 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) between Qatar and Afghanistan to increase air traff ic rights 
between the two countries. The MoU was signed by Mohammed Faleh al-Hajri, in charge of managing the 
Qatar Civil Aviation Authority, and Mula Abdul Salam Haidari, Deputy Minister of Transport and Aviation of 
the Afghanistan caretaker government. The minister and Haidari also discussed bilateral co-operation in 
the areas of civil aviation and transportation.

Transport minister attends signing of 
Qatar-Afghanistan air services pactQatar Charity’s projects 

benefi t families in Somalia

Qatar Charity (QC) has im-
plemented hundreds of 
economic empowerment 

projects for about 150 needi-
est families in various regions of 
Somalia, a statement said yes-
terday.

The income-generating 
projects provided to the benefi ci-
aries include livestock (cows and 
sheep), three-wheeled transport 
carts, small retail shops, sewing 

machines for women, in addi-
tion to support in agriculture and 
handicrafts. Abd al-Fattah Adam 
Moalim, director of QC’s Offi  ce 
in Somalia, explained that these 
projects signifi cantly contribute 
to maintaining the cohesion of 
the Somali community and pro-
tecting families from falling into 
unemployment and poverty.

Several benefi ciaries ex-
pressed their gratitude for the 

support they received from QC, 
noting that these projects rep-
resented a lifeline for them and 
a starting point for improving 
their living conditions.

Hodan Abdi Khalif, a ben-
efi ciary of the livestock project 
in Kismayo, said: “I lost all my 
livestock during the last drought, 
and was struggling to support my 
family. Thanks to Qatar Charity’s 
support, I received several sheep 
that will enable me to resume my 
work in livestock farming, and 
now I have great hope for im-
proving my family’s situation.”

Mohamed Abdi Hassan, said: 
“It was diffi  cult for me to secure 
a stable income earlier. Now, 
thanks to the grocery store that 
Qatar Charity helped me open, 
I look forward to supporting 
my family and providing for 
their basic needs.” During 2023, 
QC implemented around 560 
projects in the economic em-
powerment sector in Somalia, 
benefi ting nearly 3,350 individu-
als, the statement added. QF plays central 

role in bridging 
genomics gap
When the World Innova-

tion Summit for Health 
(WISH), Qatar Founda-

tion (QF)’s global health initiative, 
hosts its seventh edition in Doha 
on November 13 and 14, several 
issues relevant to the region will 
come into focus, a statement said 
yesterday.

A recent study showed that 
only about 0.17% of people in 
published genomic studies are of 
Arab ancestry, with 88% being of 
European ancestry. This hinders 
the progress of precision medicine 
worldwide, as people of European 
origin represent a minority among 
the global population. 

Yet, at the same time, they con-
stitute the largest percentage of 
human genome research, which 
directly aff ects understanding of 
prevalent diseases, the methodol-
ogy for developing treatments, the 
pharmaceutical industry, and in-
novative ways to prevent diseases.

The theme of this year’s WISH 
is ‘Humanising Health: Confl ict, 
Equity and Resilience’, and two 
of its four tracks are the health of 
vulnerable and minority popula-
tions and system-level innovation 
and change.

Precision medicine is one of the 
main fi elds that will contribute 
to system-level innovation and 
change, in addition to the role it 
plays in highlighting the health of 
minorities who are not included 
in research, especially genomic 
studies. 

Speaking about the dominant 
representation of Western genom-
es, Dr Radja Badji, translational 
genomics manager at QF’s Qatar 
Precision Health Institute (QPHI), 
said: “Historically, genomic re-
search and major biobanks were 

established in Western countries 
where there was substantial early 
investment in genetic research 
infrastructure. This led to easier 
access to research funding and a 
more established framework for 
collecting and utilising genomic 
data.” 

However, the tide is changing. 
In the past decade, several Arab 
countries including Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, UAE, Egypt, and Jordan 
have set up national genome pro-
grammes. Qatar, in particular, has 
been at the forefront in ensuring 
Arab genomes are better repre-
sented in global genomic data-
bases. 

Dr Badji said: “QPHI, through 
its Qatar Biobank and Qatar Ge-
nome Programme, is strategically 
positioned to address these im-
balances by focusing on recruiting 
a diverse participant base within 
Qatar. QPHI also emphasises the 
integration of genomic research 

into national health strategies, 
which encourages diverse popula-
tion participation”.

He added that Qatar Biobank 
and the Qatar Genome Programme 
have signifi cantly enhanced the 
inclusivity of genomic databases, 
by sequencing and sharing over 
14,600 whole genomes from the 
Qatari population and more than 
2,900 genomes from 19 other Arab 
countries with the research com-
munity. 

A recent study highlighted that 
as of 2022, Qatar contributed 
96.2% of the Arab representa-
tion in GWAS datasets, with the 
remaining 3.8% coming from 10 
other countries, emphasising the 
signifi cant impact of Qatar’s ini-
tiatives on global research. “These 
eff orts have led to identifying 
more than 24.6mn previously 
unknown variants and numerous 
novel disease-associated vari-
ants,” added Dr Badji.

Qatar Biobank and the Qatar Genome Programme have significantly 
enhanced the inclusivity of genomic databases.

HMC marks anniversary of 
molecular genomic services

The Department of Laboratory Medicine and 
Pathology (DLMP) at Hamad Medical Cor-
poration (HMC), under the leadership of Dr 

Einas al-Kuwari, DLMP chair, is marking the 23rd 
anniversary of molecular genomics services in Qa-
tar. 

Established in 2001, the Molecular Genetics 
Laboratory has been pivotal in diagnosing genetic 
diseases and advancing Qatar’s healthcare system.

Dr al-Kuwari acknowledged: “Our molecular 
genetics services have revolutionised medical diag-
nostics in Qatar, providing cutting-edge, special-
ised services crucial to patient care. Over more than 
two decades, we have remained committed to stay-
ing at the forefront of medical advancements, en-
suring that our patients access the latest and most 
eff ective diagnostic tools.”

This dedication to excellence has transformed 
how genetic disorders and personalised treatments 
are approached, setting new standards in the re-
gion. The Molecular Genetics Laboratory, one of the 
most specialised diagnostic facilities, serves thou-
sands of patients annually, off ering comprehensive 
testing for genetic diseases. The  lab ensures high-
quality care through rigorous international stand-
ards, performing around 55,000 genetic tests annu-
ally for approximately 30,000 cases. 

The laboratory plays a crucial role in the Nation-
al Pre-Marital Screening Programme, which has 
been operational since 2009. Cancer diagnosis and 
treatment have also been transformed by genomic 
advancements. 

Genomic abnormalities, including accumulated 
mutations, contribute to cancers like melanoma, 
lung, and colorectal cancer. Precision medicine re-
lies on understanding a patient’s unique genomic 
profi le, combining insights from blood tests, tissue 
samples, and molecular biomarkers to guide indi-
vidualised treatment plans. This multi-disciplinary 
approach ensures that patients receive the most ap-
propriate and eff ective care.

The rapid evolution of precision medicine has 
made it possible to accurately diagnose genetic 
disorders and provide targeted gene therapies. Dr 
Moza al-Kowari, acting head of Molecular Genetics 
at HMC, said: “Children suff ering from spinal mus-
cular atrophy have been successfully treated using 
gene therapy, thanks to accurate genetic diagnosis. 
Most recently we are working on implementing 
genotyping for precise management for Alzheim-
er’s diseases.” 

The Molecular Genetics Laboratory also supports 
blood cancer diagnosis and management, off er-
ing internationally accredited genomic analyses for 
blood and marrow referrals. Dr Susanna Akiki, head 
of Hemato-Oncology at HMC, emphasised that ge-
nomic technologies are central to their strategy. 

The Solid Tumour service, led by Dr Wafa 
Abualainin, clinical scientist and head of Solid 
tumours- Diagnostic Genomic Division, works 
closely with HMC oncologists, pathologists, and 
other healthcare professionals to improve cancer 
patient care. This service focuses on a wide range 
of cancers, including but not limited to lung, colon, 
breast, thyroid, pancreatic and brain cancers. The 
service speeds up diagnosis and treatment, im-
proving outcomes for adult and paediatric cancer 
patients. 

Pharmacogenomics, a relatively new fi eld clini-
cally approved in Qatar, is another signifi cant area 
of innovation at DLMP. This science aims to tailor 
medications to patients’ genetic profi les, optimis-
ing dosages and minimising side-eff ects, thereby 
improving safety and treatment effi  cacy. 

Artifi cial intelligence plays a growing role in ge-
nomics at HMC. AI tools are employed to analyse 
complex data, link it to clinical symptoms or initial 
diagnoses, and to generate results rapidly.

Dr Einas al-Kuwari

As part of the development of the Primary Health Care Corporation (PHCC)’s Asnani School 
Programme, the management has decided to launch the second phase targeting the teaching 
and administrative staff in schools to raise awareness about the importance of oral and dental 
health. The Asnani Programme team had organised awareness lectures directed at the teaching 
and administrative staff in primary schools at various intervals, aiming to educate them on the 
importance of oral and dental health. Dr Najat al-Yafei, manager of the Oral Health Promotion & 
Prevention Department at the Preventive Health Directorate, stated that the goal of the second 
awareness phase is to reach all the teaching, administrative staff and to introduce them to the 
programme. They would become role models in spreading awareness of oral health, just as they 
impart knowledge to their students.

PHCC launches second phase of 
school oral health programme New multi-gym facilities at 

four PHCC wellness centres

The wellness centres at Raw-
dat Al Khail, Al Wajbah, Al 
Khor and Al Ruwais health 

centres have received four-station 
resistance training equipment 
(multi-gym), a statement from the 
Primary Health Care Corporation 
(PHCC) said yesterday.

Dr Sarah Rashid Musa, con-
sultant community medicine and 
wellness in charge at Rawdat Al-
Khail Health Centre explained 
that for wellness centre entry, 
risk and eligibility are assessed by 
a physician. Patients are referred 
and enrolled into a 12-week well-
ness programme that start with 
assessment of body measures, 
composition, cardiopulmonary 
and muscular endurance.

Individualised exercise pro-
gramme is tailored to each pa-
tient’s health condition, risk fac-
tors, lifestyle behaviour, and goals 
are discussed with the patient and 
monitored throughout. The pro-
gramme consists of a supervised  
class of aerobic, resistance, and 
functional exercise, along with 
fl exibility/stretching exercise. 

Imad Sayah Shujaa, a gym in-
structor at Rawdat Al Khail Health 
Centre, highlighted that the multi 
gym off ers variety of strength ex-
ercises targeting diff erent muscle 
groups, including upper, lower and 
core. Users can perform various ex-
ercises such as chest presses, shoul-
der presses, bicep curls, triceps 
extensions, leg extension, leg curls 
and rows by adjusting the weight 
sacks and positions of the exercise 
handles.

“The multi-station off ers several 

safety advantages compared to free 
weights by providing more control-
led environment, reducing the risk 
of injury from dropped weights, 
minimising strain on joints and 
muscles and weight features such as 
weight locks and adjustable resist-
ance allowing gradual progression 
of exercise,” Shujaa added.

“All gym instructors have re-
ceived training on the multi-station 
resistance training equipment to 
ensure proper usage and safety,” Dr 
Musa added.

A multi-gym at one of the PHCC health centres.
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Amir congratulates 
Czech president

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and 
His Highness the Deputy Amir 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
al-Thani sent yesterday cables of 
congratulations to President of 
the Czech Republic Petr Pavel on 
the anniversary of his country’s 
Independence Day. HE the Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-
Thani also sent a similar cable of 
congratulations to Prime Minister 
Petr Fiala. (QNA)

HE the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of State for 
Defence Aff airs Dr Khalid 
bin Mohammed al-Attiyah 
met with the visiting Kuwaiti 
First Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Defence, and 
Minister of Interior Sheikh 
Fahad Yusuf Saud al-Sabah and 
his accompanying delegation. 
Discussions during the meeting 
covered topics of mutual 
interest as well as co-operation 
relations between the two 
sides and means to further 
bolster them. The meeting was 
attended by a number of senior 
off icials and off icers from both 
sides. (QNA)

Deputy PM meets Kuwait first deputy PM

HE the Minister of Interior and Commander of the Internal 
Security Force (Lekhwiya) Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad bin 
Khalifa al-Thani met separately yesterday with Tunisian Interior 
Minister Khaled Nouri, and General Commander of the national 
gendarmerie (Carabinieri) of Italy Lieutenant General Teo Luzi, 
who are currently visiting the country to participate in the 
opening of the 15th edition of the Milipol Qatar exhibition and 
conference. The two meetings dealt with discussing several 
topics of joint interest, and co-operation relations, especially 
in the security fields, as well as ways to support and develop 
them. (QNA)

Interior minister 
in Doha meetings

HE the Minister of State for Interior Aff airs Sheikh Abdulaziz bin 
Faisal bin Mohammed al-Thani met yesterday with a number of 
interior ministers who are in Doha to participate in the opening of 
the 15th session of Milipol Qatar Exhibition and Conference, the 
global exhibition for homeland security and safety.
HE Sheikh Abdulaziz met separately with Djibouti Minister of 
Interior Saeed Nouh Hassan, Minister of Interior of the State of 
Palestine Ziyad Mahmoud Hab-Al-Reeh, Minister of Interior of 
Yemen Ibrahim Ali Haidan, Minister of Internal Aff airs of Uzbekistan 
Pulat Bobojonov, Minister of Home Aff airs of Malaysia Saifuddin 
Nasution bin Ismail, Minister of Interior of Armenia Vahe Ghazaryan 
and State Secretary at the Federal Ministry of the Interior and 
Community of Germany Bernd Krosser.  (QNA)

Minister meets 
Milipol guests

HE the Minister of State for International Co-operation Lolwah 
bint Rashid AlKhater met with Cuba ambassador Alain Perez 
Torres, whose tenure in Qatar is ending. During the meeting, 
HE AlKhater thanked the ambassador for his efforts in 
strengthening bilateral relations and wished him success in 
his new assignments. She expressed Qatar’s gratitude to Cuba 
for its unwavering and historic position on the Palestinian 
cause, which is considered one of the most consequential 
humanitarian issues at the global level. (QNA)

HE the Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Dr 
Ahmed bin Hassan al-Hammadi met yesterday with ambassador 
of Cyprus in Doha Andreas Nikolaides. During the meeting, they 
reviewed co-operation relations between the two countries. (QNA)

AlKhater bids farewell 
to Cuban ambassador

Al-Hammadi meets 
Cyprus ambassador

13th Kshtah exhibition from today

Al Daayen and Simaisma 
Youth Centre, under the 
Ministry of Youth and 

Sports, is organising the 13th 
edition of the Kshtah exhibition 
for land and sea trips and camp-
ing equipment from today for 10 
days. 

The event will be held in an 
outdoor tent in front of the Sima-
isma and Al-Daayen Youth Cen-
tre, running daily from 10am to 
10pm, with the participation of 
65 entities, including traditional 
food outlets, producing families, 
sponsors, and specialised Qatari 
companies in the field.

Nawaf al-Mudhahka, chief of 
Al Daayen and Simaisma Youth 
Centre, told local Arabic daily 
Arrayah that this year’s exhibi-
tion has eight strategic partners, 
such as Al Daayen Municipality, 
the Community Police Depart-
ment from the Ministry of Inte-
rior, Community Outreach Pro-
gramme in Ras Laffan Industrial 
City, Qatari Diar, GMG Holding, 
Lusail Sports Club, the Shooting 
Sports Club, and Al-Jumailiya 
Youth Centre. 

He said that several outdoor 
tents have been allocated for pro-
ducing families and home-based 
businesses to showcase their tra-
ditional food products, enhanc-
ing their marketing and outreach 
opportunities. The exhibition 
will feature the launch of the 
Entrepreneurship Programme 
aimed at preparing the young 
people for the job market. 

This includes activities and 
training sessions focused on per-
sonal skills, entrepreneurship, 
and understanding the steps and 
skills needed to establish and 
successfully run small business-

es, alongside tackling challenges 
faced by entrepreneurs. Interac-
tive workshops will be held in 
collaboration with Lusail Sports 
Club.

Al-Mudhahka pointed out 
that the exhibition will show-
case a variety of activities and 
entertainment programmes for 
the visitors, aiming to encourage 
Qatari companies specialising 
in camping supplies and to at-
tract young Qatari entrepreneurs 
and professionals in the camp-
ing sector. The Kshtah exhibition 
will include a comprehensive 
collection of travel and hunting 
equipment, covering everything 
from falconry supplies to hunting 
trips, in addition to raw materi-
als such as iron, wood, and fabric 
used in such trips. 

Visitors can find products 
for cars, birds, travel and picnic 
bags, tents, mats, and everything 
needed by outdoor enthusiasts, 
besides dates, coffee, brass cof-
feepots, perfumes, incense, 
clothing, traditional handmade 
mats, carpets, and essential 
camping and survival gear.

Nawaf al-Mudhahka

Qatar chairs 34th 
meeting of GCC 
justice ministers

Qatar, represented by the 
Ministry of Justice, chaired 
the 34th meeting of GCC 
ministers of justice which 
was held in Doha yesterday. 
HE the Minister of Justice 
and Minister of State for 
Cabinet Aff airs, Ibrahim bin 
Ali al-Mohannadi, chaired the 
meeting in the presence of 
GCC Secretary-General Jassim 
Mohammed Albudawi.
In his opening speech, HE 
al-Mohannadi underscored 
the importance of the meeting 
to enhance legal and judicial 
co-operation among the 
GCC states, in pursuit of 
epitomising the vision and 
aspirations of the GCC leaders. 
He praised the achievements 
of the GCC ministries of justice 
in modernising legal and 
judicial systems and shifting 
toward empowering digital 
justice by leveraging the 
accelerating technological 
advancements that the 
governments of the GCC 
states have successfully 
invested in. (QNA)

Awqaf’s 
corporate 
Zakat 
training 
course from 
Nov 3
The activities of the 24th 
training course on corporate 
Zakat accounting by the 
Zakat Aff airs Department at 
the Ministry of Endowments 
(Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs 
will start on November 3. The 
four-day course will see the 
participation and training of 
70 specialists, accountants, 
auditors and financial managers 
working in public and private 
institutions and commercial 
companies in the country. 
The aim is to train them on 
the accounting and legal 
requirements of Zakat issues 
in commercial activities while 
making them familiar with the 
legal and accounting aspects 
of Zakat distribution. Mohamed 
Jaber al-Baridi, head of the 
Zakat Services Department and 
head of the Course Organising 
Team, explained that the 
department has trained around 
1,600 specialists belonging to 
hundreds of commercial and 
economic institutions in the 
country over the past 23 years. 
The material for the course 
is renewed and updated 
annually according to the 
latest accounting issues and 
standards. The course will 
discuss the practical accounting 
for calculating Zakat and legal 
jurisprudence for the obligation 
of Zakat,” he added. Noted 
scholars will lead the sessions.



5Gulf Times
Tuesday, October 29, 2024

QATAR

Experts analyse eff ects of Russian 
invasion of Ukraine at conference

Qatar University’s Gulf 
Studies Centre (GSC), a 
part of the College of Arts 

and Sciences, along with the Cen-
tre of International and Regional 
Studies at Georgetown Univer-
sity in Qatar, organised a confer-
ence titled, ‘Russia’s Invasion of 
Ukraine: Assessments, Implica-
tions, Prospects’.

The event brought together 
leading experts in economics and 
international relations to address 
the ongoing confl ict in Ukraine 
and its far-reaching consequences 
on the global system of interna-
tional relations, with special em-
phasis on perspectives from the 
GCC and the broader Middle East.

The conference explored the di-
verse viewpoints on the confl ict’s 
implications and assessed its im-
pact on the interests of Global 
North and Global South nations. 
In addition it also explored region-
al responses from the Middle East 
and Arab Gulf countries. Through 
direct and candid discussions, ex-
perts analysed the complex inter-
play between Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine and its infl uence on the 
international system and global 
economic relations

The GSC director Dr Maryam 
al-Kuwari said: “The impact of 
Putin’s war in Ukraine on the GCC 
economies has been in the centre 
of researchers’ attention for quite 
a while. However, it is still possible 
to say that the full picture has rare-
ly been described. Traditionally, 

researchers’ attention is bound 
to two issues: increased incomes 
of the GCC hydrocarbon export-
ers and intensifi cation of contacts 
between Moscow and the Arab 
Gulf states. Yet, the reality is far 
more complicated and the goal of 
this event us to demonstrate this 
complexity it by putting the story 
of the Gulf states within the wider 
context of regional and interna-
tional context.”

Research associate professor in 
GSC, Dr Nikolay Kozhanov ob-
served that Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine has signifi cantly reshaped 
the international system and glo-
bal economic relations. “Notably, 
access to global energy markets 
has been restricted, impacting 
both major suppliers and consum-
ers as well as prompting a recon-
fi guration of global supply chains. 
“The confl ict has exacerbated 
pre-existing economic issues, 
particularly those stemming from 
the Covid-19 pandemic, creating 

a multi-crisis environment. The 
war has also led to the “weaponi-
sation” of the global economy, as 
both Russia and its opponents lev-
erage economic measures against 
each other, challenging the princi-
ples of a liberal market. The situ-
ation remains uncertain and it is 
extremely important for the GCC 
countries to be aware of the on-
going changes and adjust to them 
accordingly.”

Nearly three years since the on-
set of the confl ict, the forum also 
highlighted the lack of consensus 
among global actors regarding 
Russia’s involvement and its ef-
fects on the international system.

The gathering marked a sig-
nifi cant opportunity to develop 
insights and recommendations 
for policymakers, contributing to 
a more nuanced view of the war’s 
impact from the perspective of 
the Global South, and particularly 
from the GCC and Middle East re-
gions, a statement added.

HIA serves over 13.7mn 
passengers in Q3-2024
Hamad International Air-

port (HIA) has reported 
serving 13.7mn passen-

gers in the third quarter (Q3) of 
2024, refl ecting a 7.9% growth 
compared to the same period last 
year. Point-to-point traffi  c also 
experienced growth by 11.7%, 
contributing to the airport’s over-
all performance, a statement said 
yesterday.

The passenger traffi  c growth 
was driven by strong demand for 
air travel, with July marking the 
airport’s busiest month ever, han-
dling 4,742,068 passengers fol-
lowed by 4,717,885 passengers in 
August and 4,246,742 in Septem-
ber. 

In the Middle East, the key 
growth countries were Saudi Ara-
bia, the UAE and Bahrain while 
in Europe, the growth was led by 
Spain, the UK and Germany. Chi-
na market grew by over 43% com-
pared to the previous year. 

The number of aircraft move-
ments at HIA reached 71,425 
during Q3-2024, which is 6.2% 
more that the same period in 
the previous year. This included 
24,179 take-off s and landings in 
July, 24,329 in August, and 22,917 
in September. This strong per-
formance highlights the airport’s 
growing role as a major global avi-
ation hub, handling increased vol-
umes of air traffi  c with effi  ciency 
and precision.

HIA handled 670,643 tonnes of 
cargo in Q3-2024, a 13.5% increase 
compared to Q3-2023. The cargo 
handled was consistent across 
the quarter, with 221,398 tonnes 
processed in July, 219,525 tonnes 
in August, and 229,719 tonnes in 
September. This growth reinforc-
es the airport’s position as a key 

cargo hub in the region, support-
ing global trade and supply chains. 
Additionally, over 11mn bags were 

processed at HIA in Q3-2024, 
an 8.9% increase from the same 
quarter last year.

Awqaf leads cochlear implant
initiative for 40 Kyrgyz kids

A Qatari medical team is set 
to conduct cochlear im-
plants for 40 male and 

female children with hearing im-
pairment in Kyrgyzstan. 

This comes as part of the co-
operation between the Ministry of 
Endowments (Awqaf) and Islamic 
Aff airs, represented by the Gener-
al Administration of Endowments 
and the Ministry of Public Health, 
represented by Hamad Medical 
Corporation (HMC). 

The medical team, according to 
a statement from Awqaf, reached 
Bishkek on Thursday and met 
with Kyrgyz Minister of Health 
Dr Alim Kadir Beshnaliev. The 
Qatari delegation includes Saad 
bin Omran al-Kuwari, chairman 
of the Cochlear Implant Support 
Committee at Awqaf and Dr Ab-

dul Salam al-Qahtani, vice chair-
man of the committee and head of 
the Qatar Cochlear Implant Pro-
gramme at HMC. The health and 
safety of children who underwent 
operations during previous visits 
by the Qatari medical delegation 
were reassured. The Qatari medi-
cal team also held a co-ordination 
meeting with the hospital admin-
istration to prepare for conducting 
initial examinations for children 
nominated for operations and to 
evaluate the cases that will un-
dergo operations.

Al-Kuwari pointed out that the 
Qatari delegation had previously 
performed cochlear implant op-
erations on 175 children. “During 
this visit, the medical team will 
conduct a comprehensive exami-
nation and evaluation of these 

cases to determine the extent of 
their response to rehabilitation 
and their good integration into so-
ciety and the educational process, 
as children who have undergone 
cochlear implants are being re-
habilitated in specialised medical 
centres in the Kyrgyzstan under 
the supervision of a Kyrgyz medi-
cal team,” he said.

Endowment can be done 
through the website of the General 
Administration of Endowments 
(https://www.awqaf.gov.qa).  The 
online endowment can be done 
using a bank card through the ad-
ministration’s website (https://
www.awqaf.gov.qa/atm). Mobile 
transactions can be done through 
website (https://www.awqaf.gov.
qa/sms). Quick collection is avail-
able at 55199996 and 55199990.

The panellists at the conference.

A view of the audience.
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Qatar announces 
National Ageing 
Survey for above 60
The survey will be done 
through home visits to a sample 
of 1,808 individuals, including 
both Qatari citizens and 
residents, after prior contact 
and co-ordination with them

By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

The Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH), in collab-
oration with the National 

Planning Council and Hamad 
Medical Corporation (HMC), has 
announced the launch of Qatar’s 
National Ageing Survey for the 
population above 60. 

The survey will be done through 
home visits to a sample of 1,808 
individuals, including both Qatari 
citizens and residents, after prior 
contact and co-ordination with 
them. For any inquiries about the 
survey or its fi eld team, the pub-
lic can reach out to the Unifi ed 
Health Sector Contact Centre on 
16000.

The National Ageing Survey, 
designed to collect crucial in-
formation and statistical indi-
cators related to the health and 
needs of individuals aged 60 and 
above, will be held from Novem-

ber 3-January 31, 2025.
The details of the survey were 

discussed at a press conference 
yesterday by Sheikh Dr Mohamed 
bin Hamad al-Thani, director of 
the Non-Communicable Diseases 
Prevention Programmes, MoPH; 
Saud al-Shammari, assistant 
director of the Department of 
Censuses, Surveys and Statistical 
Methods at the National Planning 

Council; and Dr Hanan Alyafei, 
senior consultant in Home Care 
at HMC.

Sheikh Dr Mohammed said: 
“The survey aims to understand 
the current state of the elderly 
population in the country and 
provide them with greater care 
and contribute positively to the 
community at large. We aim to 
assist the elderly population to 
lead a healthy life and help them 
lead a comfortable life in their 
old age. Through these meas-
ures we hope to increase the life 
expectancy in the country from 
the current levels to much high-
er one.” 

The survey includes a com-
prehensive health assessment 
of participants, involving bio-
metric measurements such as 
blood pressure, weight, hearing, 
and lung function. Additionally, 
physical and cognitive abilities 
will be tested and participants 
will be asked to complete a ques-
tionnaire on their health status 
and lifestyle.

Sheikh Dr Mohamed empha-
sised that the survey marks a sig-
nifi cant step towards promoting 
and protecting the rights of the 
elderly. The survey aims to iden-
tify their health and social needs 
by developing a national database 
on the health of the elderly, which 
will aid in creating strategies, 
policies, and future plans that 
better address this demographic’s 
needs. The survey also supports 
the implementation of the Na-
tional Health Strategy 2024-2030 
and aligns with Qatar National 
Vision 2030.

Al-Shammari said: “Through 
this survey, we aim to collect ac-

curate and comprehensive data 
on the elderly using the latest 
tools and scientifi c techniques 
for data collection and analysis. 
This will enable stakeholders to 
develop sustainable policies and 
programmes that meet their aspi-
rations and ensure a healthier and 
happier life. The privacy of par-
ticipants’ data would be strictly 
maintained, with information 
being used solely for statistical 
purposes. Survey results will be 
presented as aggregated reports 
without any individual data.”

Dr Alyafei, highlighted the sig-
nifi cance of the survey in improv-
ing services for the elderly and en-
suring their needs are met with the 
highest level of healthcare possible. 

“The Home Care Services team 
will actively participate in the 
survey to maximise its benefi ts, 
especially given the team’s exten-
sive experience working with the 
elderly.”

The offi  cials urged the public 
to support this national initiative 
and to collaborate with the sur-
vey team. The survey team has 
received extensive training from 
MoPH and its partners, in col-
laboration with the World Health 
Organisation on conducting 
home visits and collecting data.

Dr Hanan Alyafei, Sheikh Dr Mohamed bin Hamad al-Thani and  Saud al-Shammari at the press conference yesterday. PICTURE: Ram Chand

“The survey aims to understand the current state of 
the elderly population in the country and provide 
them with greater care and contribute positively to the 
community at large

WCM-Q highlights 
alarming impact of 
plastic bottled water

Researchers at the Institute 
for Population Health (IPH) 
of Weill Cornell Medicine - 

Qatar (WCM-Q) have published 
a commentary highlighting the 
massive global impact of bottled 
water on the health of people and 
the environment.

The commentary, published in 
BMJ Global Health, calls for an ur-
gent rethink of international con-
sumption habits, which see a stag-
gering 1mn units of plastic bottled 
water sold every single minute 
worldwide. 

The commentary challenges 
the widespread assumption that 
bottled water is safer and cleaner 
than tap water — in fact, in many 
countries, bottled water is subject 
to far looser quality standards than 
the rigorous standards that apply 
to tap water. 

Plastic bottled water has also 
been shown to carry the risk of 
harmful chemicals leaching from 
the plastic into the water itself, 
especially if the water has been 
stored for a long time or exposed 
to direct sunlight or high tempera-
tures.

The researchers also point out 
that up to 80% of plastic bot-
tled water samples have been 
found to contain harmful con-
taminants like microplastics, 
plus other harmful substances 
such as phthalates and bisphe-
nol A (BPA), which are added to 
plastics to make them stronger 
and more flexible, but which are 
known to be endocrine (hor-
mone) disruptors that are detri-
mental to human health. 

Microplastic contamination 
has been shown to be associated 
with health issues such as im-
mune system dysregulation and 
oxidative stress, while exposure 
to BPA has been linked to cardio-

vascular disease, diabetes, and 
obesity.

The long-term effects of ex-
posure to these chemicals remain 
unknown. Furthermore, plas-
tic water bottles are the second 
most common ocean pollutant, 
accounting for 12% of all plastic 
waste, surpassed only by plastic 
bags.

The authors of the commen-
tary from the IPH at WCM-Q are 
Dr Ravinder Mamtani, profes-
sor and vice-dean for population 
health and lifestyle medicine; 
Dr Sohaila Cheema, associate 
professor of clinical population 
health sciences and assistant 
dean for the IPH; Dr Amit Ab-
raham, assistant director of the 
IPH; and Dr Karima Chaabna, 
manager of population health, 
IPH. Dr Albert Lowenfels of New 
York Medical College in Valhalla, 
New York, is also a listed author. 

Dr Mamtani said: “The sheer 
magnitude of bottled water con-
sumption, plus the evidence 
relating to contamination with 
harmful chemicals and micro-
plastics, means that there is an 
urgent need for a serious conver-
sation on the international stage 
about the impact of bottled water 
on the health of populations all 
over the world.”

The commentary, titled “Re-
thinking bottled water in public 
health discourse,” makes a number 
of recommendations, calling for 
public health campaigns to ad-
dress misunderstandings about 
the safety and cleanliness of tap 
water versus bottled water, in-
creased investment in infrastruc-
ture in low- and middle-income 
countries to improve availability of 
clean tap water, and tougher regu-
lations on bottled water to ensure 
safety and quality.

Authors of the commentary.
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The attendees of BPG’s 28th annual off -site event.

BPG organises 28th 
annual off -site event
Award-winning agency BPG 

(Bates PanGulf, part of 
WPP) recently concluded 

its 28th annual off -site event in 
Ras Al Khaimah, a statement said. 

The three-day BPG Camels, 
hailed as the agency’s best off -
site to date, brought together 154 
attendees representing 35 na-
tionalities across seven markets, 
reinforcing BPG’s commitment to 
diversity, integration, and innova-
tion.  

Avi Bhojani, Group CEO, BPG 
Group, said: “Culture is more than 
just words on paper. From collab-
oration without ego to embracing 
innovation and staying client-
centric, we’re reminded that ideas 
have no seniority; everyone brings 
something valuable to the table. In 
the age of AI, we continue to push 
together for excellence, celebrate 
success, and stay human by de-
sign.”

BPG Camels fostered cross-
discipline creative brilliance, 
highlighting BPG’s ‘digital-fi rst, 
integrated by intent’ position-
ing. Eleven teams tackled as many 
creative briefs, highlighting their 
ability to generate high-impact 
campaigns under pressure.

Toby Hoare, global client lead 
for Unilever at WPP and BPG 
board member, said: “Awards vali-
date creative thinking, foster am-
bition, attract and retain top-tier 
talent, and build client trust. They 
also enhance brand reputation, 

with creative brands achieving 
2.4x higher income growth over 
fi ve years.”

Building on an impressive 50% 
growth in 2023 revenue, BPG is 
setting ambitious goals for 2025. 
The off -site showcased the agen-
cy’s potential to achieve these 
targets, focusing on high-stakes 
creative challenges evaluated by 
a jury of industry experts: Sonal 
Dabral (founder creative consul-
tancy, Tribha and former CCO/
chairman of Bates Asia, DDB In-
dia, Ogilvy India, Malaysia, and 
Singapore); Mariagrazia De An-
gelis (general manager at Landor 
MEA); Dominic Stallard (founder, 

The Experience Makers); Clark 
Williams (director of Marketing 
and Communications – NEOM/
Trojena) and Ravi Rao (former 
CEO GroupM, Mena and strategic 
advisor to BPG). 

The off -site also underscored 
the critical role of culture in tal-
ent attraction and retention. As 
the industry grapples with hybrid 
work models and evolving em-
ployee expectations, BPG’s cohe-
sive culture stood out. 

Darius Labelle, president, BPG 
UAE, added: “At BPG, we recog-
nise the importance of creating a 
deliberate process that allows our 
teams to not only generate ideas 

but also refi ne and elevate them 
into meaningful solutions. Draw-
ing from John Cleese’s concept of 
‘Open and Closed’ states, we make 
intentional space for both explo-
ration and execution.” 

With its multidisciplinary ap-
proach, emphasis on collabora-
tion, and a surge of fresh ideas, 
BPG is poised for global indus-
try recognition and a successful 
2025.

Williams stated that “nobody 
does ‘culture’ better than BPG, 
which continues to attract and re-
tain excellent people who eventu-
ally become some of the agency’s 
biggest advocates.” 

Stallard said: “The BPG off -site 
was more than just an event – it 
was the start of a cultural move-
ment. The agency is well on its way 
to major industry recognition.”

De Angelis said: “It was an in-
spiring event – in just six hours 
the competing teams were able 
not only to come up with exciting 
ideas but also package them in a 
compelling way.” 

Rao said: “BPG’s commitment 
to fostering a thriving company 
culture - both in workplace and 
through their off -site events has 
been key to their sustained suc-
cess.”

Dabral said: “What stood out 
for me, was the remarkable vol-
ume and quality of ideas generated 
in such a short time, driven by a 
powerful spirit of collaboration.”

Gold winning team with jury.

QM kicks off  
Fall with diverse 
Nov activities

Qatar Museums (QM) 
welcomes the upcoming 
Fall season with a diverse 

range of activities. November 
will feature a wide variety of 
family programmes including 
workshops, camps, and story-
telling and Family Day sessions 
for both kids and adults.

M7 will host some creative 
workshops and training in No-
vember to engage the public 
with the works of celebrated 
American artist Ellsworth Kelly. 
These events are curated as part 
of the Ellsworth Kelly at 100 Ex-
hibition which will open at M7 
on October 31.

M7 for Educators: Teacher 
Training and Toolkit Explora-
tion For educators; English Ses-
sions: November 6: 9am–12 
noon; November 17, 18: 4pm–
6pm. M7 Kids Workshop: 
Shapes in Space (for ages 8–12) 
- November 2: 1pm–3pm.

The Museum of Islamic Art 
(MIA) will host storytelling 
sessions, family day activities, 
workshops and a photo walk 
complementing the exhibition 
In the Footsteps of Ara Güler: 
Exploring the Photographer’s 

Legacy for children and adults.
Story Time at MIA Library: 

Pirate Jamjoom - November 4: 
11am-12 noon; Photo walk in-
spired by the themes of Ara 
Güler’s photography, in collabo-
ration with Tasweer: Khalifa al-
Obaidly, November 8: 2pm-5pm. 
Only limited slots are available.

Family day: November 9: 
3pm–5pm; Workshop: The Art 
of Drawing Jewellery, November 
18-20: 3pm–4.30pm. 

Mathaf: Arab Museum of 
Modern Art will host a series of 
workshops. Blue city with clay 
(for ages 10–13) - November 25, 
28: 3pm-5pm; Art meets Fashion, 
November 6, 13, 20, 27: 4pm-5pm 
- Adults will explore design in-
spired by Gerome’s exhibition. 

3-2-1 Qatar Olympic and 
Sports Museum will organise a 
special programme to promote 
physical activity and well being. 
Run for Diabetes - November 7: 
2pm-7pm, organised in collabo-
ration with Aspire and the Qatar 
Diabetes Association.

Liwan, will host a workshop 
on Souq Al Haraj: An Urban Fur-
niture Lab - November 2, 6, 10, 
13, 17, 20, 24, 27: 4pm–6.30pm.



By Nina L. Khrushcheva
Moscow

Vermin. Rapists. Poison 
in America’s blood. 
These are just a few 
of the dehumanising 

epithets Donald Trump has used 
to describe Hispanic immigrants 
in the US. Now, he is promising 
the “largest deportation eff ort in 
American history.” His vision of 
rounding up millions of people 
is unlike anything seen in a 
democracy and sounds more like 
Nazi-occupied France.

Try to imagine what Trump’s 
plan would entail. Immigration 
agents raiding farms and factories 
to haul away workers. School 
teachers and administrators 
coerced into informing on 
students. Covert surveillance 
of Roman Catholic churches, so 
that Hispanic worshippers can be 
nabbed. Families being separated, 
with parents being sent away and 
potentially losing contact with 
their minor children.

Trump says that only 
undocumented immigrants 
– who Republicans claim 
number 20-30mn, far higher 
than authoritative estimates 
of around 12mn – would be 
targeted. But with over 60mn 
people of Hispanic heritage 
living in the US (as of 2020), 
does anyone imagine that 
his immigrant dragnet would 
not ensnare US citizens? US 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement hardly has a 
spotless record in this area, and 
it has never carried out anything 
like mass deportation on the 
scale that Trump envisions.

Trump would give his operation 
the patina of legality by invoking 
an old and obscure law: the 
Alien Enemies Act of 1798, 
which authorises the president 
to “apprehend, restrain, secure, 

and remove” non-citizens 
within the US who hail from 
a “hostile” country. The act 
was supposedly intended for 
use during wartime, to prevent 
espionage and sabotage, but 
that is not why President John 
Adams enacted it. He wanted to 
intimidate the followers of his 
own vice-president, Thomas 
Jeff erson, whom he believed were 
excessively infl uenced by French 
revolutionaries.

Since the US was not actually at 
war with France, Adams included 
a provision that the Act could be 
used against nationals of a foreign 
state that threatens an “invasion” 
or “predatory incursion.” But, 
in practice, the Alien Enemies 
Act has been invoked only three 
times, always during major 
confl icts.

During the War of 1812, all 
British nationals living in the 
US were required to report 
their status. During World War 
I, President Woodrow Wilson 
invoked the act against nationals 
of the Wilhelmine, Austrian, 
and Ottoman empires, as well 
as citizens of their ally Bulgaria, 
claiming that these so-called 
enemy aliens could be treated as 
prisoners of war.

Most infamously, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt invoked 
the act after the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor in December 
1941, with Japanese, German, 
and Italian nationals all being 
designated enemy aliens. The 
vast majority of those herded into 
internment camps were Japanese, 
but a number of German Jews 
– who had avoided Nazi death 
camps by emigrating to the 
US – were also rounded up and 
detained.

For Trump, immigrants 
themselves – not the countries 
they come from – are invading 
the US. And, as the Brennan 
Center for Justice warns, the Alien 

Enemies Act can be “wielded 
against immigrants who have 
done nothing wrong, have evinced 
no signs of disloyalty, and are 
lawfully present” in the US. There 
is no reason to think that Trump 
will not take full advantage of 
this, especially given the Supreme 
Court’s recent ruling that current 
and former presidents enjoy 
near-total immunity from critical 
prosecution for their offi  cial acts 
while in offi  ce.

Discussions about Trump’s 
anti-immigrant policies have 
often focused on their economic 
impact which, according to 
Bloomberg, could cost the US 
economy some $4.7tn over ten 
years. Who will harvest produce 
in California’s Central Valley 
following Trump’s purge? Who 
will change the sheets and 
scrub the fl oors of hospitals and 
retirement homes? Who will 
bury the dead and maintain the 
cemeteries?

With Trump’s immigrant purge 
costing the US economy so dearly, 
the prices of food and other basic 
goods could skyrocket. Moreover, 
deportation itself is expensive. 
According to one estimate, 
deporting 1mn undocumented 
immigrants per year – the rate 
Trump’s vice-presidential 
candidate, J.D. Vance, has 
suggested – could cost $88bn 
annually.

But the economic costs of mass 
deportation would be dwarfed by 
the costs to America’s soul. When 
I moved to the US almost 35 years 
ago, I thought that my experience 
growing up in the Soviet Union 
would be far removed from the 
ways of this supposed bastion 
of freedom and the rule of law. 
Today, I hear in Trump’s shocking 
campaign rhetoric – his menacing 
talk of “enemies within” and his 
utter lack of regard for rights, 
norms, and the rule of law – the 
echoes of something familiar: 

a dangerous dictator eager to 
rule over a weak, divided, and 
paranoid society.

What happens if the “sharp 
nighttime ring or the rude knock 
at the door” – the terror of my 
homeland during the darkest 
years of Stalinist terror – becomes 
part of American life? Will 
Americans turn a blind eye to the 
immigrant holding camps that 
spring up? Will people become 
informers, turning in their 
neighbours and co-workers to 
Trump’s immigration police?

America is already being 
terrorised by Trump. That much 
is clear whenever powerful 
leaders debase themselves for 
his favour. Cardinal Archbishop 
of New York Timothy Dolan, 
who grinned and laughed 
uproariously as Trump uttered 
countless vulgarities at a 
ceremonial dinner, is just one 
recent and shameful example.

Among some groups – not least 
the Republican establishment 
– such cowardice would almost 
certainly persist in the face of 
mass deportations. But anyone 
tempted to vote for a man 
planning to implement a policy 
of state terror should remember 
Pastor Martin Niemöller’s famous 
post-WWII confession: “First 
they came for the Communists,” 
he began, “and I did not 
speak out, because I was not a 
Communist.” The same went for 
Socialists, trade unionists, and 
Jews. But then “they came for 
me,” he concludes, and “there 
was no one left” to speak out. – 
Project Syndicate

 Nina L. Khrushcheva, 
Professor of International Aff airs 
at The New School, is the 
co-author (with Jeff rey Tayler) of 
In Putin’s Footsteps: Searching 
for the Soul of an Empire Across 
Russia’s Eleven Time Zones (St. 
Martin’s Press, 2019).

Progress on poverty reduction has slowed almost to a standstill in 
recent years. With nearly 700mn people still living on less than $2.15 
per day, the world is far from the goal of eradicating extreme poverty by 
2030. At the current pace, it will take at least three decades to reach this 
target, and more than a century to lift everyone above the poverty line of 
$6.85 per day used for upper-middle-income countries. Today, 44% of 
the global population falls below this threshold.

Tepid economic growth, the Covid-19 pandemic, ongoing confl icts, 
and the escalating climate crisis have disrupted – and even reversed – a 
quarter-century of extraordinary progress, during which the share 
of the world’s population living in extreme poverty plunged from 
around one-third to one-tenth. While high-income countries have 
largely recovered from these setbacks, extreme poverty in the poorest 
countries is still higher than in 2019, and their growth is expected to be 
weaker than in the decade before the pandemic. And as global warming 
accelerates, nearly one in fi ve people will likely experience an extreme 
weather event from which they will struggle to recover, exacerbating 
poverty.

According to the World Bank’s new Poverty, Prosperity, and Planet 
Report, altering this trajectory requires recognising that poverty, shared 
prosperity, and climate risks are interconnected. In response, countries 
must foster faster and more inclusive growth while also shielding people 
from the eff ects of climate change.

Addressing inequality can play an important role in achieving these 
interconnected goals. In the world’s most unequal countries, economic 
growth leads to a smaller reduction in poverty. If every country 
experienced annual per capita income growth of 2%, it would take 
another 60 years to eliminate extreme poverty. But if the Gini index – a 
measure of income inequality – in every country were to decrease by 2% 
annually, that target would be reached in 20 years.

High levels of inequality also prevent the less well-off  from climbing 
the socioeconomic 
ladder, depriving them of 
opportunities to improve 
their lives. Delivering 
better-functioning labour 
markets, investing in 
education and health, 
and strengthening social 
safety nets would enable 
poor people to benefi t 
from economic growth.

Each country’s path 
forward should be 
tailored to its specifi c 
circumstances in order 
to deliver the best 
possible outcomes across 
these dimensions while 
managing tradeoff s. For 
low-income countries 
supported by the World 
Bank’s International 
Development Association 
(IDA), that means 
promoting faster and 
more inclusive growth and 

increasing investment in public services and infrastructure to improve 
access to education and create jobs. Because these countries are home 
to 70% of all people living in extreme poverty and produce minimal 
greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions, their anti-poverty eff orts do not 
come at a high environmental cost.

The focus in lower-middle-income countries should be on delivering 
sustained growth and shared prosperity, and improving the effi  ciency 
of policies to boost income, build climate resilience, and keep GHG 
emissions in check. Scaling up investment in climate mitigation 
is especially important because the emissions of many middle-
income countries are projected to rise over the coming decades. Such 
investments could also lead to better health outcomes – for example, by 
reducing air pollution.

Lastly, upper-middle-income and high-income countries, which 
account for four-fi fths of global carbon dioxide emissions, must rapidly 
phase out their dependence on fossil fuels and lead the green transition. 
Although GHG emissions are projected to decline under current 
policies, the pace is not nearly fast enough to limit global warming.

Ending poverty and boosting shared prosperity on a liveable 
planet requires bold policy choices, co-ordinated global action, and a 
signifi cant increase in fi nancing for sustainable development, which 
would allow low-income countries to invest in improving the lives and 
livelihoods of their people.

Today, the world has a historic opportunity to overcome the injustices 
and mitigate the dangers of entrenched poverty, systemic inequality, 
and climate change. We must not squander this chance to make 
meaningful, lasting progress toward broad-based prosperity. – Project 
Syndicate
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First Trump came 
for the immigrants

File photo: Migrants wait at a processing centre in Eagle Pass, Texas, on December 19, 2023.

Prosperity requires
a healthy planet

As global 
warming 
accelerates, 
nearly one in fi ve 
people will likely 
experience an 
extreme weather 
event from which 
they will struggle 
to recover, 
exacerbating 
poverty
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Al Jazeera Media Institute (AJMI) will 
launch a course on media discourse 
analysis from November 17-19.

The course will be led by trainer Dr Mo-
hammed al-Ali.

The course focuses on enhancing the par-
ticipants’ understanding of media discourse 
concepts and learn how to apply media analy-
sis tools to build and form eff ective and im-
pactful discourses, a statement said.

The course targets professionals holding a 
university degree in media and having practi-
cal experience in the fi eld.

It sheds light on how media infl uences for-
mation of public opinion by deconstructing 
media discourse into its basic elements, in 
addition to focusing on diff erent types of dis-
courses and required tools for analysing such 
discourses in depth.

The course covers topics such as an in-
troduction to media discourse analysis, dis-
course deconstruction, understanding media 
discourse importance among other types, 
and analysing media texts in their temporal 
and political context.

Dr al-Ali, supervisor of the Careful Jour-
nalism Unit at Al Jazeera Net, has exten-
sive experience of more than two decades in 
media and training, and has previously held 
various positions in several major media in-
stitutions, the statement added.

AJMI AJMI 
to launch to launch 
new coursenew course

In line with the anniversary of the on-
going war, Alaraby TV has launched a 
new programme titled Fi Zamn Alharb 

– Taqdeer Mawqif (In Times of War – Situ-
ation Assessment), which covers the devel-
opments in Gaza and Lebanon.

Hosted by Khaled al-Gharabli and Wael 
al-Tamimi, the programme aims to provide 
Arab viewers with an in-depth analysis of 
the escalating confl icts in the Middle East.

The programme brings together a range 

of politicians, academics and experts from 
various fi elds to off er insight into the po-
litical, economic, and military dynamics 
shaping the region, with the aim of in-
forming viewers of the realities behind the 
headlines and to raise pressing questions 
about the Middle East’s future amidst re-
newed geopolitical tensions.

In the fi rst episodes, the programme 
hosted former Jordanian foreign minister 
Marwan Muasher, who discussed Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s vi-
sion for a “New Middle East”, emphasis-
ing the absence of a strong Arab project to 
counter these initiatives.

Military aff airs expert Dr Omar Ashour 
provided an analysis of the military reali-
ties in Gaza and Lebanon and the obstacles 
facing Netanyahu’s plans.

The programme also welcomed former 
Lebanese minister Dr Tarek Mitri, who 
shared his perspective on implementing 
UN Security Council Resolution 1701 as a 
solution to halt the current Israeli aggres-
sion on Lebanon.

In a special episode, the programme 
hosted former UK Labour Party leader 
Jeremy Corbyn to discuss Western pro-
tests against Israeli violations in Gaza and 
Lebanon and the reasons why these pro-

tests have not developed into an infl uential 
movement.

The programme’s creators also an-
nounced an exclusive interview with Ha-
mas leader Osama Hamdan to discuss 
the future of the movement following the 
death of its political bureau chief Yahya 
Sinwar.

In Times of War – Situation Assessment 
airs Sunday to Wednesday at 10pm Doha 
time, in addition to being available on 
Alaraby TV’s platforms.

Alongside its analytical content, the 
programme enhances the information 
presented with the 3D graphics technology 
to place viewers at the heart of events.

Alaraby TV launches 
programme on situation 
in Gaza and Lebanon
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

A screenshot from the programme.

The partnership between 
the Qatar National Li-
brary (QNL) and the Brit-

ish Library (BL) is one of the most 
prominent ones that the Brit-
ish institution has concluded 
throughout its long history to en-
rich human knowledge and make 
information available to research-
ers worldwide.

This partnership, which began 
in 2012, resulted in the launch of 
the Qatar Digital Library (QDL) in 
2014 as part of a long-term part-
nership between Qatar Founda-
tion (QF), the QNL and BL.

After 10 years since its incep-
tion, it has become one of the 
largest digitisation projects for 
national libraries, as the partner-
ship includes the digitisation of a 
large collection of the BL’s hold-
ings to deepen the understanding 
of the modern history and cultural 
and civilisational heritage of the 
Gulf region and the Arab and Is-
lamic worlds.

In collaboration with the QNL, 
the BL has digitised its collections 
of Gulf history and Arab science 
and made them available to mil-
lions of users around the world, 
opening up new areas of research 
and creativity, and revolutionis-
ing the ease of accessing, viewing, 
and studying these collections 
rich in historical information.

In January 2019, the third phase 
of the partnership began and saw 
the digitisation of 900,000 new 
pages of documents and records 
on the history of the Gulf region, 
as well as manuscripts of Ara-
bic works in the fi elds of science, 
medicine, engineering, and as-
tronomy.

New digitised materials about 
the Gulf include music, maps, 
ships logs, reports, letters, cor-
respondence, private papers, and 
historical publications.

Most of the reports, letters, and 
documents selected for the digi-
tisation project in its third phase 
constituted completely new ma-
terial for researchers as they had 
not been indexed or published 
before.

These documents shed new 
light on the history of Qatar and 
the Gulf region, particularly the 
East India Company (EIC)’s ship 
records from the 17th century to 
the mid-19th century, after being 
converted into digital maps that 
help users learn about the steady 
increase in the number of ship-
ping operations between the Gulf, 

India, and Britain, since the fi rst 
moments of the Gulf regions in-
tegration into the global economy.

Head of British Library Qatar 
Foundation Partnership (BLQFP), 
Saba Syed, told the Qatar News 
Agency (QNA) that this project is 
an example of a successful part-
nership between two national li-
braries.

The two libraries, she said, 
worked together to create a 
unique, open, and easily acces-
sible resource about the Middle 
East, accomplished through a 
detailed and complex digitisation 
process that involved technical 
challenges that were overcome 
using innovative digital solutions 
to make historical documents 
available.

Syed explained that the QDL 
is a special partnership that in-
cludes a huge archive containing 
2,400,000 archival images, maps, 

manuscripts, photographs, audio 
recordings, and many other items 
from the BL’s collections.

It features a guide with de-
scriptions in Arabic and English, 
as well as over 200 articles by ex-
perts in both languages.

The digital library highlights 
the rich cultural and historical 
heritage of the Gulf region and be-
yond, and it is available online for 
free for the fi rst time, becoming 
an important resource and tool for 
researchers, historians, and en-
thusiasts of all ages with a passion 
for knowledge.

The project, Syed said, involved 
the BL’s collections, including the 
British government’s India Offi  ce 
Records (IOR) covering the period 
from 1763-1951, private docu-
ments and Arabic scientifi c man-
uscripts, including maps, photo-
graphs, records, correspondence, 
audio fi les, and manuscripts, all 

of which provide insight into the 
rich life, politics, business and 
culture of the Gulf region.

She said that among the most 
prominent documents are 500 
maps and plans of the Arabian 
Gulf and the region as a whole, 
private papers of Sir Lewis Pelly, 
who resided in the Gulf between 
1862 and 1872, and Arabic scien-
tifi c manuscripts from the Brit-
ish Library’s Manuscripts Col-
lections, covering topics such as 
medicine, mathematics, astrono-
my, and engineering.

The content highlights a selec-
tion of photographs, postcards, 
sketches, drawings, watercolours, 
etchings, engravings, and illustra-
tions, she added.

The offi  cial said that the dig-
ital library is an indispensable 
resource for those involved in 
research projects, as well as for 
authors and individuals who are 

searching for their family roots.
“In just the past year, the dig-

ital library has seen more than 
200,000 users,” she said. “We 
are now in the fourth phase, hav-
ing reached a total of more than 
840,000 users and 7.7mn brows-
ing processes during the third 
phase, which spanned from Janu-
ary 2019 to June 2022.”

Syed noted that the majority of 
visitors to the digital library are 
from the Gulf region, which con-
stitutes six out of the top ten na-
tionalities using the library.

She stated that over 50 books 
and hundreds of articles that have 
been published between 2017-
2023 cited content from the Qatar 
Digital Library.

About the future co-operation 
prospects, Syed said that there are 
plans to continue digitising an ad-
ditional 600,000 images over the 
next two years.

The British Library is an impor-
tant part of both British and glo-
bal cultural heritage.

Located in the heart of London, 
it is the second largest library in 
the world after the US Library of 
Congress in terms of content.

The library houses around 
150mn books, images, maps, 
manuscripts, and illustrations 
from all corners of the world, in 
various languages and formats, 
both printed and digital.

The library receives copies of 
every book published throughout 
the United Kingdom and Ireland, 
along with a signifi cant number 
of titles from outside the country.

This allows it to add approxi-
mately 3mn new items each year, 
including books, manuscripts, 
illustrations, magazines, news-
papers, audio recordings, musical 
recordings, videos, patents, maps, 
stamps, databases, and more.

Some items in its collection 
date back to around 2000 BC, and 
all these materials occupy about 
11km of new shelving annually.

Among the library’s holdings 
are around 18mn books, along 
with vast quantities of manu-
scripts and historical items.

The library originally began as 
part of the British Museum from 
the mid-19th century, function-
ing as a large reading room within 
it.

It became a separate entity 
through legislation passed in 1973 
and subsequently moved to its 
current location in the St Pancras 
area of central London by 1997.

Decade of partnership between Qatar, UK libraries a boon to the world QFFD supports 
Syrian refugees
in Jordan 
and Lebanon

The Qatar Fund for Develop-
ment (QFFD) has contrib-
uted $4mn to support more 

than 72,000 Syrian refugees in 
Lebanon and Jordan through the 
UN High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees (UNHCR) multi-purpose 
cash assistance programme over 
four months.

From February to May 2024, 
this assistance enabled more than 
58,700 Syrian refugees in Leba-
non and about 14,000 refugees in 
Jordan to secure their most urgent 
needs, including food, rent, and 
healthcare.

Acting QFFD director-general 
Sultan bin Ahmed al-Aseeri has 
emphasised the importance of 
continued support and co-opera-
tion with the UNHCR.

“The QFFD is committed to ad-
dressing the urgent needs of Syrian 
refugees and their host communi-
ties,” he said. “Our partnership 
with the UNHCR is a testament to 
our shared responsibility towards 
the international community.”

Ahmed Mohsen, the UNHCR 
representative to Qatar, said: 
“This contribution came at a criti-
cal time, especially with the con-
tinued growth of humanitarian 
needs and the ongoing struggle of 
refugees to provide basic necessi-
ties for their families.”

The multi-purpose cash as-
sistance programme has been a 
cornerstone of the UNHCR’s re-
sponse to the Syrian refugee crisis, 
allowing benefi ciaries to choose 
their priorities with dignity and 
contributing to the local economy.

Lebanon remains one of the 
countries hosting the largest 
number of refugees relative to 
its population, with an estimat-
ed 1.5mn Syrian refugees, while 
Jordan continues to host about 
625,000 Syrian refugees and ap-
proximately 69,000 refugees of 
other nationalities registered with 
the UNHCR.

Qatar is one of the main part-
ners of the UNHCR in the region.

Contributions from the QFFD 
to support UNHCR programmes 
have reached nearly $103mn 
since 2018, benefi ting about 2mn 
refugees in Bangladesh, Jordan, 
Lebanon, and internally displaced 
persons in Afghanistan, Iraq, and 
Yemen. – QNA
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During its fi rst participa-
tion in the Qatar Tour-
ism Award, Old Doha 

Port won the honours for “Out-
standing Cultural Tourism Ex-
perience” and “Leading Event 
Celebrating Local Culture”.

Old Doha Port’s two recogni-
tions, a statement said, solidify 
its place as one of the nation’s 
newest and most prominent tourist destinations, off ering diverse cultural 
experiences to both the local community and international visitors.

Dedicated to preserving and celebrating Qatar’s maritime heritage, Old 
Doha Port embodies the characteristics of Qatari culture through its dis-
tinctive architecture, which is inspired by Qatari coastal cities and vil-
lages.

In addition to the traditional cultural events, Old Doha Port continu-
ously hosts annual fi shing competitions and pearl diving events, both of 
which are distinctly signifi cant to Qatar’s culture.

They also have previously hosted Open Water Days, Kids Games 
Booths, and the Throwback Food Festival.

These events mark Old Doha Port as a hub for local celebrations and 
events, reinforcing its status as a premier tourist destination enjoyed by 
both locals and international visitors.

“Winning these two prestigious awards at the Qatar Tourism Awards is 
a monumental achievement for Old Doha Port as we continuously work 
towards becoming the leading maritime and tourism destination,” chief 
executive Mohammed Abdulla al-Mulla said.

“The port has become the offi  cial maritime gateway to Qatar for vis-
iting yachts, boats, and cruise ships, where the rich tapestry of Doha’s 
history intertwines with cutting-edge maritime services, sustainable 
practices, and cultural heritage,” he said. “We are always innovating our 
off erings to provide memorable experiences.”

Old Doha Port is currently gearing up to host and organise the Qatar 
Boat Show 2024, from November 6-9.

Old Doha Port wins double 
at Qatar Tourism AwardsMsheireb Properties, the leading sus-

tainable real estate developer in Qatar, 
announced winning several honours at 

the Qatar Tourism Awards 2024, presented by 
Qatar Tourism (QT) and UN Tourism, for the 
second consecutive year.

In the hospitality sector, Msheireb Proper-
ties’ hotels, including Zulal Wellness Resort by 
Chiva-Som, Mandarin Oriental Doha, and Pre-
mier Inn Doha Education City Hotel, received 
several awards.

The awards recognise innovation and excel-
lence in the nation’s tourism sector, aiming to 
raise awareness of Qatar as a world-class tour-
ism and leisure destination.

In a press statement, Msheireb Proper-
ties chief executive engineer Ali Mohammed 
al-Kuwari, said: “The Qatar Tourism Awards 
celebrate the very best of the industry, and it’s 
a special distinction for us to be recognised 
among them.”

Msheireb Downtown Doha (MDD) was 
named “Leading Sustainable Attraction”, while 
Msheireb Museums received the “Iconic Local 
Attraction” award.

The company’s hospitality portfolio achieved 
remarkable success, with Mandarin Oriental 
Doha winning “Outstanding 5-Star Hotel”, and 
Zulal Wellness Resort securing two awards – 
“Exceptional Resort Experience” and “Excep-
tional Spa Experience” through its Chiva-Som, 
Hua Hin facility.

Premier Inn Doha Education City Hotel was 
recognised as the “Outstanding 3-Star Hotel”.

“These awards refl ect the hard work of our 
entire team,” al-Kuwari said.

“We remain dedicated to preserving Qatar’s 
rich cultural heritage while pushing the bound-

aries of sustainable development.”
“By leveraging innovative technologies and 

creating meaningful cultural experiences, we’ll 

continue to attract diverse visitors and solidify 
MDD as a vital cultural hub for years to come,” 
he said.

Msheireb Properties celebrates at Qatar Tourism Awards

QNB Group main sponsor of Milipol 2024
QNB Group is the main sponsor for 

Milipol, a platform for companies 
and professionals in the security 

industry to showcase their latest products 
and services, a statement said.

The 15th edition of the event will take 
place from today under the theme Tech-
nology in the Service of Security at the 
Doha Exhibition and Convention Centre 
(DECC).

The bank’s sponsorship, it was ex-
plained, comes as part of its continuous 
dedication to be at the forefront and to 
align itself with all projects that support 
the security objectives of Qatar National 
Vision 2030.

It also adds emphasis on the role the 
bank undertakes to tackle the issues in the 
fi eld of homeland security, law enforce-
ment and civil defence to exchange knowl-
edge and ideas.

“We are delighted to be the main spon-
sor for Milipol Qatar 2024, one of the re-
gion’s prominent exhibitions on homeland 
security and safety,” said QNB Group chief 

operating offi  cer Ali Rashid al-Mohannadi.
“This prestigious event off ers a unique 

platform demonstrating our commitment 
to advancing security technologies and 
collaborative innovations,” he said.

Milipol Qatar 2024 focuses on cyberse-
curity, artifi cial intelligence (AI), and cyber 
threats, as well as cybersecurity measures 
that can be used to protect critical infra-
structure and the implementation of mod-
ern technology for safe and secure cities.

The event also off ers solutions and tools 
for the latest security trends and technolo-
gies.

QNB Group stands as the leading fi nan-
cial institution in the Middle East and Af-
rica, recognised as one of the most valuable 
banking brands in the region.

With a robust presence in over 28 coun-
tries across three continents, Asia, Europe, 
and Africa – QNB off ers comprehensive fi -
nancial services and solutions.

Its global network serves a diverse clien-
tele, spanning corporate, institutional, and 
retail sectors.Off icials at the signing ceremony for QNB to be the main sponsor for Milipol 2024.

Nine artists from Virginia 
Commonwealth University 
School of the Arts in Qatar 

(VCUarts Qatar), a Qatar Founda-
tion (QF) partner university, are 
part of the Fire Station’s latest Art-
ist in Residence (AIR) exhibition, 
“A House Overlooking the World”, 
which runs until December 31.

The exhibition showcases a di-
verse range of works created by 
17 artists who participated in the 
2023-2024 residency programme.

The VCUarts Qatar designers are 
MOTOElastico (a creative studio 
by VCUarts Qatar faculty members 
Marco Bruno and Simone Carena), 
faculty member Charlotte Roden-
berg and alumnae Somaia Dorzadeh, 
Aisha al-Abdulla, Hannah Fakhri, 
Maryam Altajer, Noora Alhardan 
and Zainab Alshibani.

“A House Overlooking the World” 
showcases artworks emanating 
from the artists’ constant search 
either within themselves or the 
environment and society around 
them, and is a metaphor refl ecting 
on fi nding a sense of self in a fast-
changing world.

Through their installations, the 
artists share rich and diverse narra-
tives and emotions centred around 
three main themes: environmental, 
social and cultural explorations.

In a press statement, Fire Station 
director Khalifa al-Obaidly, who 
also teaches at VCUarts Qatar, said: 
“The introspective nature of the ex-
hibition required a skilful display of 
artistic representation which is not 
easy. It was masterfully done by the 
artists and I would like to congratu-
late them on their hard work.”

VCUarts Qatar faculty and stu-
dents have regularly participated in 
Fire Station’s AIR programme, de-
signed to foster and promote artistic 
talent in Qatar.

It extends over nine months, usu-
ally from September to June.

Selected artists are given studio 
space in the Fire Station building.

The programme also off ers access 
to fabrication facilities to support 
their artistic development.

The programme has achieved 
remarkable success, according to 
Qatar Museums, extending its in-
fl uence to include a three-month 
residency at the esteemed Cite In-
ternationale des Art in Paris and 
Studio 209 NY, a part of the re-
nowned International Studio & Cu-
ratorial Programme (ISCP) in New 
York City.

VCUarts Qatar makes its mark at AIR expo

The Years of Culture (YoC) initiative 
has announced the Rabat, Morocco 
iteration of Jedariart, a public art 

programme that showcases the creativity 
of Qatari and Qatar-based artists through 
murals and collaborative street art.

For the fi rst time this year, Qatar Muse-
um (QM)’s mural programme collaborat-
ed with Morocco’s Jidar street art festival 

under the lead of the General Commis-
sioner of Qatar-Morocco 2024 YoC in Ra-
bat’s serene Hassan II Park.

Three Qatari artists have partnered 
with three Moroccan artists to create joint 
installations under Jidar’s project “Cubist 
Landscape”.

In a press statement, Dimitrije Bugar-
ski, public art specialist overseeing the 
programme, said: “The Jedariart project 
in Rabat celebrates the enduring friend-
ship between two nations and highlights 
the artists who breathe life into our shared 
cultural heritage.”

The Rabat edition of Jedariart, titled 
“Cubic Landscapes”, consists of three art 
cube installations created collaboratively 
by the six artists.

Painting began on October 21 and was 
unveiled to the public on October 27.

Set in the scenic Hassan II Park, these 
structures merge traditional painting 
with contemporary street art, symbolis-
ing the convergence of cultural and crea-
tive diversity from both nations.

The cubes, serving as visual metaphors 
for journeys, invite viewers to experience 
the fusion of two distinct art traditions in 
one unique space.

Hassan II Park is an expansive public 
space located in the heart of Rabat near 
the historic site of Chellah and the Bab 
Zaer gate.

Three artistic duos collaborated on 

the installations: Anfal al-Kandari (@
funkyah), a Kuwaiti/Qatari visual artist 
exploring themes like the inner child and 
parallel universes, partnered with con-
temporary Moroccan artist Marmouche 
Hamza (@hamzamarmouche).

Sharefa al-Mannai (@90mannai), a 
multidisciplinary artist known for mix-
ing surrealism and collage art, teamed up 
with Moroccan muralist Fatima Ezzahra 
Khilad (@ms_timaaa), whose work delves 
into the concept of memory and its last-
ing impact on the present.

The third pairing comprises Mubarak 
al-Thani and Moroccan graphic design-
er and illustrator Aicha Abouhaj (@ai-
cha_abou_art), who is passionate about 
exploring her Amazigh heritage and iden-
tity.

Jedariart, fi rst launched by the QM’s 

Public Art Department in 2020 under the 
patronage of Chairperson HE Sheikha 
Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa al-
Thani, brings art into the public sphere, 
encouraging refl ection on cultural, social, 
and historical themes.

From Doha’s Corniche to Souq Waqif, 
Hamad International Airport, and even 
the Qatari desert with installations like 
Richard Serra’s monumental sculpture 
East-West/West-East, the programme 
creates unexpected encounters with art.

The Jedariart Cubic Landscapes in-
stallations will remain in Hassan II Park 
through the end of 2024, with plans for a 
public exhibition thereafter.

Qatar-Morocco 2024 Year Qatar-Morocco 2024 Year 
of Culture unveils of Culture unveils 
Jedariart project in RabatJedariart project in Rabat

Anfal al-Kandari’s creation.Fatima Ezzahra Khilad’s creation.

Right: Mubarak al-Thani and Aicha 
Abouhaj’s creation.

Sharefa al-Mannai’s creation.
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