
The world’s 
oldest 
person, 
Japanese 
woman 
Tomiko 
Itooka, has 
died at the 
age of 116, 
the city of Ashiya where she 
lived announced yesterday. 
Itooka, who had four children 
and five grandchildren, died on 
December 29 at a nursing home 
where she resided since 2019. 
She was born on May 23, 1908 
in the commercial hub of Osaka, 
near Ashiya. Page 8

‘Ukraine fi red US
 missiles at Belgorod’

World’s oldest person
dies at 116 in Japan

Austria’s chancellor 
ends coalition talks

Arab education 
ministers’ meet in
Doha from today

Russia yesterday vowed to 
retaliate after it accused Ukraine 
of firing US-supplied ATACMS 
missiles at the border region of 
Belgorod the previous day. US 
President Joe Biden authorised 
Kyiv to use the long-range 
weapons against Russia last year. 
“On January 3, an attempt was 
made from Ukrainian territory 
to launch a missile strike against 
the Belgorod region using 
US-made ATACMS operational-
tactical missiles.”  Page 9

Austria’s conservative chancellor 
Karl Nehammer broke off  
coalition talks with the Social 
Democrats to form the country’s 
next government yesterday, 
saying they couldn’t find 
agreement on key issues. “We 
have negotiated long and hard. 
Agreement with the SPOe (Social 
Democrats) is not possible on 
key issues. We are therefore 
ending negotiations with the 
SPOe,” Nehammer said in a post 
on the X platform. Page 9

Qatar will host the 14th session 
of the Conference of Arab 
Education Ministers today. 
It is organised by the Arab 
League Educational, Cultural 
and Scientific Organisation 
(Alesco) in partnership with the 
Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education and the Qatar National 
Commission for Education, 
Culture and Science, under the 
theme ‘Comprehensive education 
and empowering teachers: a 
strategic vision for education in 
the Arab world’. Page 4
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Bahrain fi ght 
back to stun 
Oman and win 
Arabian Gulf Cup

Over 30 martyred in
Gaza as truce talks 
resume in Qatar
Reuters
Cairo/Gaza

Rescuers in Gaza said yes-
terday that Israeli strikes 
across the Palestinian ter-

ritory killed more than 30 peo-
ple,  as mediators launched a 
new ceasefi re push to end the 
15-month-old war.

At least 17 of those who died 
were killed in airstrikes on two 
houses in Gaza City, the fi rst of 
which destroyed the home of the 
Al-Ghoula family in the early 
hours, medics and residents said.

Another strike on a house in 
Gaza City killed fi ve people later 
yesterday, the Palestinian Civil 
Emergency Service said, adding 
that at least 10 others were feared 
trapped under the rubble.

At least six other Palestinians 
were killed in Israeli strikes in 
Jabalia in the north and near the 
central town of Deir Al-Balah, 
medics said.

Yesterday’s deaths brought the 
toll to 70 since Friday, Palestinian 
health offi  cials said.

Israeli Defence Minister Israel 
Katz confi rmed yesterday that 

indirect negotiations with Pales-
tinian resistance movement Ha-
mas have resumed in Qatar.

The minister told relatives of 
one of the hostages, woman soldier 
Liri Albag, that “eff orts are under 
way to free the hostages, notably 
the Israeli delegation which left 
yesterday (Friday) for negotiations 
in Qatar”, his offi  ce said.

Renewed push is under way to 
reach a ceasefi re in the war be-
tween Israel and Palestinian re-
sistance movement Hamas and 
return Israeli hostages before US 
President-elect Donald Trump 
takes offi  ce on Jan 20.

Israeli mediators were dis-
patched to resume talks in Doha 
brokered by Qatari and Egyptian 
mediators, and US President Joe 
Biden’s administration, which is 
helping broker the talks, urged 
Hamas and Israel on Friday to 
agree to a deal.

Hamas said it was committed 
to reaching an agreement as soon 
as possible, but it was unclear 
how close the two sides were.

 Israel’s military campaign has 
levelled swathes of the enclave, 
driving most people from their 
homes, and has killed 45,717 Pal-

estinians, according to the Gaza 
health ministry.

AFP adds from Washington: 
The administration of US Presi-
dent Joe Biden has notifi ed Con-
gress of a planned $8bn arms sale 
to Israel, a source familiar with 
the plan said yesterday.

The Biden administration 
has provided Israel with billions 
in arms aid since Israeli forces 
launched a massive attack on 
Gaza on October 7.

But against the backdrop of a 
rising Palestinian death toll and 
the increasingly dire conditions 
facing civilians, the US support 
has become a sensitive political 
issue.

Many Arab and Muslim Amer-
icans, joined by some progres-
sives, vowed not to vote for Biden 
in the November presidential 
election unless he halted the 
weapons aid to Israel. Students 
on dozens of US campuses pro-
tested the aid.

Donald Trump, an outspoken 
supporter of Israel, said during 
the US presidential campaign 
that if elected he would quickly 
end the Gaza war, although he 
did not explain how.

A paramedic carries a girl that was rescued from the rubble of a collapsed 
building to receive medical care at the Ahli Arab hospital, in Gaza City, 
yesterday.

Palestinians gather at the site of an Israeli strike on houses, in Gaza City yesterday.

Visit Qatar lines up exciting 
activities for tourists in 2025

Visit Qatar is beginning 
the year with a vibrant 
selection of activities 

and experiences across business 
events, entertainment, culture, 
and sport. 

The exciting Qatar Calendar 
2025 promises dynamic events 
that position Qatar as a destina-
tion where visitors can create last-
ing memories and enjoy family-
friendly events.

January kicked off  with the 
Shop Qatar Festival 2025, which 
will run until February 1. The fes-
tival features discounts, daily en-
tertainment, and opportunities to 
win major prizes.

Visit Qatar is hosting the ‘Sea-
line Season’, a fi rst-of-its-kind 
multi-activity desert experience 
at Sealine Beach taking place over 
three weeks from January 3-27 
with activities spanning sports, 
entertainment, cultural displays, 
and engaging attractions. 

The other activation is Ras Ab-
rouq, running until January 18 

with a host of special activities for 
everyone.

Today, the Trophée des Cham-
pions is set to take place at Sta-
dium974. Msheireb Museums will 
host Hosh Msheireb from January 
2, off ering cultural activities until 
January 31.

Several events will conclude in 
January, providing visitors with 
the fi nal chance to attend. The 
Voyage through the Golden Sands 
Exhibition at Katara, which show-
cases Qatar’s desert landscapes, 
will end on January 7. The Craft-
ing Design Futures at the Museum 
of Islamic Art will also culminate 
on January 7, highlighting creative 
collaborations between Qatari and 
Moroccan artisans. Additionally, 
the textile hand-weaving work-
shop at Liwan Studios concludes 
today.

Visit Qatar promises a line-up 
of diverse events throughout the 
year. By the end of January, the 
Doha Jewellery and Watches Exhi-
bition 2025 will return with its 21st 

edition, promising to captivate at-
tendees with its exclusive show-
case of luxury and craftsmanship. 

Web Summit Qatar 2025 will 
return in February, bringing to-
gether entrepreneurs, investors, 
and innovators from around the 
globe for the Middle Eastern edi-
tion of the world’s largest technol-
ogy conference. April will witness 
‘Ed Sheeran’s Global +–=÷x Tour 
2025’ at the state-of-the-art Lu-
sail Multipurpose Hall, off ering 
fans a world-class musical experi-
ence.

The Qatar International Food 
Festival (QIFF) 2025 will return 
for its 14th edition in February. 
The second edition of the Lumi-
nous Festival promises a captivat-
ing celebration of light and art in 
March, while, in February, the ATP 
Open Qatar will thrill tennis fans 
with world-class matches. Add-
ing to the excitement, the E1 Doha 
Grand Prix will host the world’s 
fi rst all-electric race boat series, 
taking place in February.

Industrial Area station ready  
to operate 80 buses an hour

The Industrial Area Bus Sta-
tion is ready to operate 80 
buses an hour, the Ministry 

of Transport (MoT) has said. MoT, 
in an X post, said that the station is 
equipped with necessary electric 
charging equipment for optimal 
operation.

Located in the middle of the 
Industrial Area within close prox-
imity to the signalised junction 
between Al Kassarat Street and 
Street 33, the station has 28 bus 
bays, of which 9 are for short stay 
and 19 for operating 80 buses per 
hour which are distributed on 
18 routes with total capacity of 
around 40,000 passengers per day 
to reach 20 diff erent destinations.

The station is near the Labour 
City and Asian Town development. 
The site access is provided from 
Al Kassarat Street on the station’s 

west side. The station is built on a 
plot with a total area of 18,228sq m.

Five charging equipment have 
been provided to charge and facili-
tate electric bus operations.

Also, the station has a ticketing 
counter, passenger waiting area, 
administrative offi  ces, mosque 
and commercial facility.

The architectural design of the 
bus stations simulates the Qa-
tari environment. Each station 
building features an iconic curved 
canopy that spans above it, con-
tributing to the brand identity 
associated with bus stations. The 
canopy evokes the ripples of dunes 
with the cladding on the underside 
of the canopy featuring linear ba-
guette elements evoking the beau-
tiful craftsmanship of traditional 
handmade Qatari objects such as 
woven baskets. To Page 5
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Panda House at Al Khor received 
more than 123,400 visitors in ’24
More than 123,400 people 

visited the Panda House 
at Al Khor Park in 2024, 

while the number stood at more 
than 37,000 visitors  by end of 
2022 and amounted to more than  
90,000 visitors in 2023, pointed 
out Lolwa Mohamed al-Mohan-
nadi, Head of the Panda Park at the 
Ministry of Municipality.

Speaking to Qatar TV, al-Mo-
hannadi explained that it has been 
two years since the park’s inaugu-
ration. During this time, Suhail, 
the male panda, has reached six 
years of age, while Thuraya, the 
female panda, is now fi ve. Both 
pandas have been receiving com-
prehensive care, including games 
that simulate their natural habitat, 
balanced diets, and continuous 
medical attention.

She noted that the presence of 
the pandas, Suhail and Thuraya, 
in Qatar has exceeded mere en-
tertainment. Visitors, especially 

children, are keen to learn more 
about these lovely creatures as the 
pandas have sparked children’s 
curiosity through educational ac-
tivities in the interactive learning 
area, such as colouring exercises to 
understand their appearance, their 
favourite food, and their playful 

nature. The park also includes a 
café where visitors can relax and 
ordered their favourite drinks, 
while enjoying a view of the pan-
das, off ering a delightful experi-
ence.

Inside the Panda House, there 
are two separate enclosures with 
outdoor gardens: one for Suhail 
and another for Thuraya. The park 
features 2,814 bamboo plants and 
green spaces covering 53,000sq m. 

Some trees were imported from 
the Chinese forests and planted in-
side the Panda House. Additional 
facilities include a gift shop, a gal-
lery, a café, and a children’s edu-
cational and recreational hall. Es-
sential amenities like prayer rooms 
and separate toilettes for men and 
women are also there.

Besides, the park includes an 
outside garden with four outdoor 
kiosks equipped with the latest 
systems for surveillance, audio, 
and lighting. The garden boasts 

a variety of trees and shrubs, en-
hancing its beauty.

The total project area spans 
120,000sq m, encompassing the 
panda exhibition and housing are-
as, green spaces, service buildings, 
and a parking lot for around 300 
vehicles. The park was designed 
and implemented according to the 
highest standards of quality and 
safety to ensure energy effi  ciency 

and environmental preservation.
The Panda House main building 

features a gift shop off ering visi-
tors a variety of souvenirs related 
to the Panda House. There is also a 
special children’s hall designed to 
suit their playful nature, allowing 
them to engage in activities such 

as games, contests, and colouring. 
Future plans for the Panda House 
include introducing educational 
programmes about pandas for 
children and school students, pro-
viding valuable information about 
these fascinating animals and their 
natural characteristics.

Lolwa Mohamed al-Mohannadi

LuLu Qatar ‘Shop & Donate’ campaign LuLu Qatar ‘Shop & Donate’ campaign 
donates QR125,000 to Cancer Societydonates QR125,000 to Cancer Society
LuLu Qatar Hypermarket has 
announced the resounding 
success of its fifth annual 
‘Shop and Donate’ campaign, 
underscoring its ongoing 
commitment to corporate social 
responsibility (CSR). This year’s 
campaign, centred on breast 
cancer awareness, channelled a 
portion of the sales from selected 
products to Qatar Cancer 
Society (QCS), culminating in a 
QR125,000 donation.
LuLu Qatar Hypermarket’s 
steadfast dedication to societal 
well-being is evident in its 
consistent support for QCS. 
The initiative aligns with the 
company’s mission to raise 
awareness about cancer, promote 
preventive measures, foster a 
culture of early detection, and 
support those aff ected by the 
disease.
The ceremonial cheque was 
presented by LuLu Hypermarket 
regional director Shaijan M O 
to QCS general manager Mona 
Ashkanani during a ceremony 
held in Doha. Ashkanani 
expressed her heartfelt gratitude 
to LuLu Qatar Hypermarket for its 
unwavering support, emphasising 
the vital role that institutions like 
LuLu play in combating cancer.
In addition to financial 
contributions, LuLu 
Hypermarket’s commitment 

extends to periodic initiatives, 
such as awareness campaigns 
on healthy eating and disease 
prevention. Notably, the company 
has pioneered healthy cooking 
shows, a first-of-its-kind initiative 
within the retail industry, to 
educate customers about the 
importance of nutrition in 
preventing diseases like cancer.
Shaijan M O said: “The launch of 
this campaign highlights LuLu’s 
unwavering dedication to social 
responsibility programmes, with 
a special emphasis on cancer 
awareness and prevention, which 
are among our core priorities. 
LuLu Qatar Hypermarket remains 
committed to enhancing its 
initiatives, promoting community 
well-being, and encouraging a 
healthier and more informed 
society.”
Ashkanani expressed her sincere 
thanks and appreciation to 
LuLu Hypermarket Qatar for 
supporting the charity through 
the ‘Shop and Donate’ campaign, 
emphasising that the initiative 
is not only a first of its kind 
but rather an extension of the 
fruitful cooperation between the 
QCS and the group in various 
areas, including awareness and 
supporting the treatment of 
cancer patients. 
She noted that such initiatives 
reflect LuLu’s responsible 

commitment to the Qatari 
community and contribute to 
raising awareness about cancer 
and promoting the culture of 
early detection. Ashkanani 
highlighted that QCS, through 
its community partnerships, 
strives to achieve its vision and 
underscores the importance of 
continuous collaboration with all 
state institutions to achieve goals 
that serve the community’s best 
interests and support those living 
with the disease.
She also called on all institutions 
in the country to join QCS’s 
eff orts in raising awareness about 
cancer, working to change the 
stereotypes associated with it, 
and contributing to supporting 
the treatment of patients who 
are unable to aff ord the cost 
of treatment. “The time has 
come to shine a greater light on 
the disease and convey more 
positive messages that support 
prevention and early detection,” 
she stressed.
LuLu Qatar Hypermarket’s ‘Shop 
and Donate’ campaign serves as 
a shining example of the positive 
impact that corporate entities 
can have on the community. 
Through strategic partnerships 
and a deep-rooted sense of 
responsibility, LuLu continues to 
champion causes that uplift and 
support society.

LuLu Hypermarket regional director Shaijan M O presenting the ceremonial cheque to QCS general 
manager Mona Ashkanani.

Video Home & Electronics wins 
ISO 9001:2015 re-certifi cation
Video Home & Electronic Centre – Jumbo Electronics 
has successfully achieved re-certification of its 
Quality Management System (QMS) to ISO 9001:2015 
standards.  
The certification was awarded by Bureau Veritas, a 
globally recognised authority in testing, inspection, 
and certification.
Notably, Video Home & Electronic Centre has held 
ISO certification since 2002, making it the first 
electronic/household trading house in Qatar to 
achieve such a distinction over two decades ago. This 
long-standing commitment to international quality 
standards underscores the company’s leadership 
and dedication to excellence in the region. The ISO 
9001:2015 certification reaff irms the organisation’s 
ability to consistently deliver products and services 
that meet customer and regulatory requirements. 
The re-certification process involved a 
comprehensive audit of workflow processes, 

customer satisfaction, supply chain management, 
and the continual improvement of its QMS, ensuring 
adherence to the highest standards.
“We are immensely proud to have achieved re-
certification under ISO 9001:2015 standards. This 
milestone reflects our dedication to quality and 
our focus on meeting and exceeding customer 
expectations through continuous improvement,” 
said C V Rappai, director & CEO, Video Home & 
Electronic Centre. 
Jumbo Electronics operates across multiple locations 
in Qatar, including its head off ice along Airport Road 
- Doha, 14 Jumbo Electronics showrooms throughout 
the country, and a dedicated warehouse and 
after-sales facility. The certification further solidifies 
its reputation as a trusted name in consumer 
electronics, B2B supplies, modular kitchen solutions 
and specialised services, including HVAC, CCTV, fire 
safety systems, and more.

Video Home off icials with certification awarded by Bureau Veritas. 

HMC concludes landmark Level 1 Rehabilitation Research Symposium

Hamad Medical Corpora-
tion (HMC) has completed 
the Level 1 Rehabilitation 

Research Symposium as part of 
groundbreaking eff orts to enhance 
Qatar’s rehabilitation landscape 
and solidify its position as a global 
leader in rehabilitation research.

The event, spearheaded by Dr 
Hanadi al-Hamad, deputy chief 
of Rehabilitation, Long-Term and 
Geriatric Care, and Lead of Cor-
porate Rehabilitation Therapy 
Services at HMC, attracted more 
than 500 participants from over 20 
countries. The symposium, off ered 
as a free online webinar open to 
participants across the globe, high-
lighted Qatar’s growing infl uence in 
advancing rehabilitation practices 
worldwide. 

The symposium was offi  cially in-
augurated by Dr Jassim Mohammed 
al-Suwaidi, chief of Scientifi c, Aca-
demic, and Faculty Aff airs at HMC. 
Al-Hamad emphasised the critical 
role of rehabilitation research in 
shaping future healthcare services 
in his keynote address titled ‘Bridg-
ing Gaps in Rehabilitation Research 
at HMC through a Quality Im-
provement Approach’.

Al-Hamad also underscored 

the value of global collaboration 
and accessibility: “By off ering this 
symposium as a free, online plat-
form, we are not only empower-
ing our professionals but opening 
doors for clinicians and researchers 
worldwide to share in Qatar’s vision 
for transformative rehabilitation 
excellence.”

During the opening ceremony, 
al-Suwaidi said: “Rehabilitation 
research is pivotal to the evolution 
of healthcare systems worldwide. 
This symposium exemplifi es Qa-
tar’s dedication to fostering a ro-
bust research culture, empowering 
professionals to drive innovation 
and deliver evidence-based, high-
quality care.”

The symposium is a cornerstone 
of HMC’s strategic rehabilitation 
2030 initiative, refl ecting Qatar’s 
ambition to establish itself as a 
model for rehabilitation research 
and innovation. 

The initiative is part of the QRI 
Strategy 2030 and aligns with the 
WHO Rehabilitation Competency 
Framework, reinforcing the im-
portance of embedding research 
competencies within rehabilitation 
therapy professionals. The sympo-
sium directly addresses the grow-

ing need for rehabilitation services, 
with over 2.4bn people worldwide 
requiring these services to improve 
health and quality of life, as high-
lighted by the WHO.

Structured as a three-tier pro-
gramme, the symposium began 
with Level 1 (Basic Training), in-
troducing essential rehabilitation 
research methodologies and quality 
improvement practices. Interme-
diate and advanced sessions were 
scheduled yesterday and another 
on January 11. The stepwise ap-

proach is designed to bridge knowl-
edge gaps and foster mentorship, 
resource allocation, and innovation 
across the rehabilitation workforce.

Key symposium highlights in-
cluded participation from over 
20 countries, reinforcing Qatar’s 
leadership in global rehabilita-
tion innovation; 12 internationally 
recognised speakers presenting on 
quality improvement, evidence-
based practices, and research in-
tegration; A focus on embedding 
research into clinical practice, 

ensuring seamless translation of 
knowledge into patient care path-
ways; and alignment with Cor-
porate Rehabilitation Therapies 
Four-Pillar Model of Rehabilita-
tion, which interconnects research, 
education, service delivery, and 
governance to drive continuous im-
provement and quality.

The symposium also addresses 
critical challenges such as limited 
research training, time constraints, 
and mentorship defi ciencies. By 
promoting cross-disciplinary col-
laboration and protecting dedicated 
research time, HMC aims to embed 
rehabilitation research within com-
petency evaluations, fostering ca-
reer growth and sustained engage-
ment among therapy professionals.

As Qatar continues to lead the 
development of cutting-edge reha-
bilitation strategies, the symposi-
um refl ects the nation’s unwavering 
commitment to shaping evidence-
based, patient-centred care prac-
tices that resonate across the globe. 

Building on the success of the 
Level 1 symposium, HMC is driv-
ing forward long-term initiatives 
to transform rehabilitation research 
and practice in Qatar and beyond. 
The upcoming Level 2 and Level 3 

sessions will delve into advanced 
methodologies, focusing on ethi-
cal AI integration, machine learn-
ing applications, and digital health 
technologies to enhance patient 
outcomes. 

Simultaneously, Corporate Re-
habilitation Therapy is accelerat-
ing research growth through the 
Research Culture Improvement 
Programme, which began with the 
Rehab Research Survey and Reha-
bilitation Research Symposiums 
and will soon expand to include 
the Rehab Research Incubator and 
international collaborations with 
expert teams for mentorship. 

A key milestone of the initiative 
is the expansion of Precision Re-
habilitation, a pioneering project 
in Qatar, supported by over 15 in-
ternational rehabilitation research 
resource persons. 

This project not only highlights 
Qatar’s leadership in transforma-
tive rehabilitation eff orts but also 
paves the way for groundbreaking 
advancements, further establish-
ing the country as a global leader in 
developing and implementing Pre-
cision Rehabilitation and elevating 
patient-centred, innovative care on 
the world stage.

Dr Jassim Mohammed al-Suwaidi, 
chief of Scientific, Academic, and 
Faculty Aff airs at HMC.

Dr Hanadi al-Hamad, deputy 
chief of Rehabilitation, Long-Term 
and Geriatric Care, and Lead of 
Corporate Rehabilitation Therapy 
Services at HMC.

Awqaf launches programme  on learning Islamic sciences
The Ministry of Endowments (Awqaf) and Islamic 
Aff airs’ Department of Dawah and Religious Guidance 
will launch the 5th edition of its principles of Islamic 
sciences programme today, targeting members of the 
public of both men and women.
The ministry said that the programme will be hosted 
weekly by Sheikh Abdulrahman Bin Mohamed 
Al-Abdulrahman Al-Thani Mosque in Al Rayyan, 
Qanbar Al Ansari Mosque in Al Wakra, and Abdul 
Latif Bin Muhammad Al Misnad Mosque in Al Khor on 
Sundays, Mondays and Tuesdays after Isha prayer, 
and will run until Feb 26. The statement added that 
the programme aims to facilitate the public’s access 
to learning Islamic sciences in mosques based on 
accredited curricula and methodologically sound 

approaches in order to enrich societal awareness of 
religious matters and help strengthen society against 
doubt and misconceptions. The ministry said that 
the Department of Dawah and Religious Guidance 
is committed to organising learning programmes 
and courses throughout the year covering various 
Islamic sciences, as part of its strategy and eff orts 
to promote religious knowledge, enhance Islamic 
values and education, and heighten spirituality. The 
programme focuses on teaching the fundamentals of 
Islamic sciences, with in-person classes to maximise 
benefit and facilitate learning. The ministry invites 
both men and women interested in deepening their 
understanding of Islam to attend and make use of 
these lessons. (QNA)
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Qatar will host 14th session of the 
Conference of Arab Education 
Ministers today, organised by 

the Arab League Educational, Cultural 
and Scientifi c Organisation (Alecso) in 
partnership with the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Education and the Qa-
tar National Commission for Education, 
Culture and Science, under the theme 
Comprehensive education and empower-
ing teachers: a strategic vision for educa-
tion in the Arab world.

The three-day conference will see 
wide participation from education min-
isters in Arab countries, representatives 
of relevant international and regional 
organisations, and education experts 
and specialists.

The conference comes in implemen-

tation of the decision of the 13th Alecso 
general conference, held in May 2023 in 
Rabat, Morocco.

It will address several strategic axes, 
most notably ways to provide compre-
hensive and sustainable education for 
all, and achieve justice in access to high-
quality educational opportunities, with 
a focus on integrating people with dis-
abilities into the education system, in 
addition to digital transformation and 
the use of technology to enhance and 
develop education as well as support re-
search and innovation.

It empowers teachers and develops 
their capabilities to achieve the highest 
levels of effi  ciency in the educational 
process.

The conference is a high-level Arab 

platform for exchanging expertise and 
successful experiences in the education 
sector, discussing the most prominent 
challenges facing this vital sector, de-
veloping educational policies and cur-
ricula, improving the infrastructure of 
educational systems, and supporting the 
process of digital transformation and 
innovation in education, in a way that 
serves the goals of sustainable develop-
ment in the Arab region.

The event also refl ects Qatar’s com-
mitment to its pioneering role in sup-
porting the development of education at 
the Arab and international levels and en-
hancing educational co-operation be-
tween Arab countries to achieve a com-
mon Arab vision for the advancement of 
the education sector. – QNA

Qatar hosts Conference of Arab Education Ministers

The National Human Rights 
Committee (NHRC) has or-
ganised a series of lectures 

on the fundamental principles of 
human rights as part of the Spring 
Centres Initiative launched by the 
Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education (MoEHE).

Held across 16 centres and 
schools, 1,000 male and female 
students benefi ted from this fl ag-
ship initiative.

The NHRC said in a statement 
yesterday that it presented its 
awareness-raising lectures to six 
schools for males, namely Kha-
lifa Secondary School for Boys, 
Abdullah Bin Ali Al Misnad In-
dependent Preparatory School 

for Boys, Mohammad Bin Abdul-
wahhab Independent Secondary 
School for Boys, Ali Bin Jassim Bin 
Mahmood Al-Thani Secondary 
School for boys, Jaber Bin Hayyan 
Primary Boys School, and Osama 
Bin Zaid Preparatory School.

Seven lectures were provided 
to Al Markhiya Primary School 
for Girls, Al Ekhlas Model School, 
Sawda Bint Zam’a Preparatory 
School for Girls, Al Khor Primary 
Girls School, Maria Al-Qibtiyya 
Preparatory School for Girls, Fa-
tima Bint Al Waleed Preparatory 
School for girls, and Umm Salama 
Primary Girls School.

NHRC Programmes and Edu-
cation Department director Ha-

mad al-Hajri lauded the MoEHE 
initiative, affi  rming that it came 
at the core of NHRC’s objectives 
in propagating human rights cul-
ture in school campuses.

He added that spreading this 
culture among students primarily 
contributes to preventing human 
rights violations over the long 
haul, representing as a crucial in-
vestment in the quest for having a 
fair society where all human rights 
are respected and recognised.

Al-Hajri said that the strength 
of the diff usion of human rights 
among communities is derived 
from instilling the fundamen-
tal principles of human rights 
in students’ hearts, underlining 

that schools are optimal venues 
to raise awareness about human 
rights, positioning themselves as 
social institutions that discharge 
extraordinary duties in upbring-
ing and qualifi cation.

He underscored the importance 
of imbuing students with hu-
man rights training skills, along 
with their impact on educating 
them about their rights and du-
ties, highlighting that the lectures 
included in-depth explanations 
about the fundamental human 
rights instruments, humans’ du-
ties and responsibilities, as well as 
reviewing human rights and their 
principles and resources.

Al-Hajri emphasised the 

standards set by the UN for hu-
man rights, clarifying the distinc-
tion between declarations and 
conventions.

He pointed out that the lectures 
highlighted the universality of 
human rights, covering all civil, 
political, economic, social, and 
cultural rights, along with their 
integration and interconnection, 
asserting that they are indivisible.

The offi  cial emphasised that 
the lectures stressed the impor-
tance of students’ commitment 
to hewing to their duties and re-
sponsibilities toward their fami-
lies, communities, homeland and 
the entire world and humanity. 
– QNA

NHRC holds 
lectures on 
human rights 
for students

The Centre for Legal and Judicial Studies at the Min-
istry of Justice has announced the launch of the 
2025 Legal Training Programme, which includes 

preparatory and specialised legal training for all legal pro-
fessionals.

The programme targets all legal professionals in gov-
ernment and non-government entities, marking a new 
step to develop legal skills of national cadres, enhance 
institutional work, and improve quality of government 
services.

This initiative supports building of national competen-
cies capable of contributing to the achievement of Qatar 
National Vision 2030.

The programme will benefi t around 114 trainees – 98 le-
gal professionals in the 22nd preparatory legal programme 
and 16 trainees in the 15th mandatory lawyer programme.

The executive plan for the training programme includes 
102 specialised courses distributed throughout the pro-

Ministry of Justice 
announces launch 
of Legal Training 
Programme for 2025

Speaker of the Iraqi Council of 
Representatives, Mahmoud 
Dawud al-Mashhadani, 

stated that the relations between 
Iraq and Qatar are constantly 
evolving based on rock-solid and 
brotherly foundations, and em-
phasised that Qatar possesses a 
vast prudence in the diplomatic 
engagement.

Speaking to the Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), al-Mashhadani 
added that Iraq always seeks to 
strengthen diplomatic ties with 
Qatar and all Arab nations.

He highlighted that Qatar and 
Iraq share common stances with 
numerous commonalities that 
underpin their perspectives on 
Arab issues.

Al-Mashhadani underlined the 
new shared investments between 
the two nations and stressed that 
the Iraqi Council of Representa-
tives backs decisions taken by 
the Iraqi government to draw on 
investments that advance Iraq’s 
infrastructure, given the grow-
ing dearth of projects due to the 
years-long pre-2003 blockade 
that engendered a lasting fallout. 
– QNA

Iraqi parliament 
Speaker says Qatar 
has vast prudence 
in diplomatic 
engagement

gramme’s timeline, with an 
average of eight courses per 
month.

The legal trainees have been 
divided into four training 
groups, each receiving theo-
retical and practical training 
to enable positive interaction 
with community needs and 
address current challenges 
based on knowledge and com-
petitiveness.

On this occasion, the Cen-
tre for Legal and Judicial Stud-
ies organised an introductory 
meeting for all participants in 
the training programme.

During the session, the as-
sistant director of the centre, 
Nada Jassim al-Abdul Jabbar, 
reviewed the ministry’s vi-
sion, which aims to prepare 
and qualify Qatari legal and 
judicial staff  to a high level of 
competence.

She also discussed the min-
istry’s mission to train legal 
professionals, judges, public 
prosecutors, judicial assist-
ants, and law enforcement 
offi  cers to develop and update 
their scientifi c and practi-
cal skills and prepare quali-
fi ed personnel for judicial and 
public prosecution roles, as 
well as various legal sectors.

She also provided the train-
ees with an overview of the 
training objectives of the pro-
gramme.

Centre for Legal and Judi-
cial Studies director Dr Ab-
dullah Hamad al-Khalidi em-
phasised the importance of 
the programme in enhancing 
training curriculum to align 
with national development 
priorities.

He stressed the leadership’s 
focus on human capital as the 
foundation of development, 
particularly for those working 
in government institutions. – 
QNA
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Qatar reiterates support for Syria in all fi elds

HE the Minister of 
State at the Ministry 
of Foreign Aff airs Dr 

Mohammed bin Abdulaziz 
bin Saleh al-Khulaifi  held 
a phone call yesterday with 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Asaad al-Shaibani.

Discussion during the call focused on co-
operation relations between the two coun-
tries and ways to support and develop them, 
in addition to the latest developments in 
Syria, and the Qatari humanitarian aid ef-

forts to relieve the brethren 
in Syria.

HE Dr al-Khulaifi  reiter-
ated Qatar’s continued sup-
port for Syria in all fi elds, 
especially humanitarian and 
developmental, to achieve 
the aspirations of the broth-

erly Syrian people for a decent life and build-
ing a state of institutions and law.

For his part, al-Shaibani thanked Qatar for 
its fi rm and unwavering position towards the 
brotherly Syrian people. (QNA)

Qatar Charity distributes 
food baskets to orphans 
in eastern Sudan
Qatar Charity’s fi eld 

teams distributed 
food baskets to spon-

sored orphans in cities of 
Jebit and Port Sudan in east-
ern Sudan. The distribution 
was met with great apprecia-
tion from the mothers of the 
orphans, who expressed their 
gratitude to the people of Qa-
tar for their generosity.

The distribution was at-
tended by the Governor of 
the Red Sea State in Sudan, 
Major General Mustafa Mo-
hamed Noor, and the charge 
d’aff aires of the Qatari em-
bassy, Abdullah bin Rashid 
al-Mahmoud.

The Governor of the Red 
Sea State praised Qatar’s 
support, especially the char-
ity work for the orphans 
sponsored by Qatar Charity, 
which included the distribu-
tion of food baskets.

Qatar Charity had started 
distributing the orphans’ en-
titlements from this food aid, 
in the form of baskets, for the 
second quarter of this year 
to orphans in the Nile River 
State. Field teams continue to 
distribute similar aid to or-
phans in the states of Kassala 
and Qadarif in eastern Sudan.

Acting Minister of So-
cial Development in Kassala 
State, Amin Ali Amin, who 
participated in the launch of 
the food basket distribution, 
expressed their appreciation 
for Qatar’s support to the 
people of Sudan, calling it a 
special and serious eff ort to 
serve the community.

Zahra Mirghani Mohamed, 
Commissioner of Humani-
tarian Aid, expressed her 
gratitude to Qatar Charity 
for supporting the orphans 
across all Sudanese states. 
She pointed out that the war 
has created signifi cant prob-

lems, increasing the number 
of orphans, which necessi-
tates expanding the sponsor-
ship programme.

Mothers of orphans spon-
sored by Qatar Charity in 

Kassala and Al-Qadarif ex-
pressed their relief upon re-
ceiving the entitlements for 
their children for the second 
quarter of 2024.

Qatar Charity has targeted 

more than 7,000 orphans in 
the three eastern Sudanese 
states of Red Sea, Kassala, 
and Al-Qadarif, as well as or-
phans in the River Nile State. 
(QNA)

‘Alaraby TV - Syria’ on social media platforms

By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

Alaraby TV network has 
launched new social media 
accounts under the name 

“Alaraby TV – Syria”, coinciding 
with its special coverage of the rap-
idly evolving events in Syria which 
led to the fall of Bashar al-Assad re-
gime.

The new accounts aim to provide around-the-
clock coverage of events across all Syrian regions 
through extensive reporting by a network of corre-
spondents inside Syria and in neighbouring coun-
tries. Additionally, these pages feature infographics 
and video designs that accurately present develop-
ments on the ground.

Shaker Almasri, Senior social media and Digital 
Marketing Specialist at Alaraby TV Network, em-
phasised that “‘Alaraby TV - Syria’ accounts cater to 
the newfound freedom of Syrian audiences, who can 
now access content on social media platforms with-

out restrictions after years of cen-
sorship and limited Internet service. 
These dedicated pages are crucial for 
providing accurate information, par-
ticularly to those inside Syria”.

Moreover, Alaraby TV has dedicat-
ed special coverage for developments 
in Syria. In addition to 24/7 news 
reporting, it airs a daily programme 
titled “Damascus Dialogues” at 9pm 
Jerusalem time from the Syrian capi-
tal. Where it hosts key fi gures in the 

Syrian political scene and off ers in-depth analysis of 
events with a distinguished panel of experts through 
the following links:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Alara-
byTvSY

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/Alara-
byTvSY

X: https://x.com/AlarabyTvSY
Telegram: https://t.me/AlarabyTvSy
TikTok: https://www.tiktok.com/@AlarabyTvSY
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@Alara-

byTvSY

Industrial Area bus station ready
to operate 80 buses an hour
From Page 1

The stations are built with the 
highest world standards and spec-
ifi cations that refl ect the identity 
of public transit modes in a way 
that makes it easy for people to 

recognize, making each station a 
landmark where it is located. 

The bus station is set up as 
part of MoT’s Public Bus Infra-
structure Programme which is 
fully equipped with an infra-
structure that facilitates the op-

eration of eco-friendly e-buses as 
part of achieving the goals of the 
QNV2030. 

The programme aims at pro-
viding an integrated, sustainable 
public transit network that covers 
all urban areas across the country.

President of the National 
Assembly of Senegal El Malick 
Ndiaye met with Qatar’s 
ambassador in Dakar Youssef 
bin Shaaban al-Sada. During the 
meeting, the two sides discussed 
co-operation relations between 
the two countries. (QNA)

Senegalese 
offi  cial meets 
Qatar’s envoy
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President-elect Donald Trump (pic-
tured) will be sentenced on January 
10 in the criminal case in which he 

was convicted on charges involving hush 
money paid to an adult entertainment star, 
but is unlikely to face jail time or other pen-
alties, a judge said on Friday.

Justice Juan Merchan’s ruling means 
Trump will be required to appear at a court 
hearing just 10 days before his January 20 
inauguration – an unprecedented scenario 
in US history.

Before Trump, no US president – former 
or sitting – had been charged with or con-
victed of a crime.

The judge said Trump, 78, may appear at 
his sentencing either in person or virtually.

He wrote that he was not inclined to sen-
tence Trump to jail, and that a sentence 
of “unconditional discharge” – meaning 
no custody, monetary fi ne, or probation – 
would be “the most viable solution”.

The case stemmed from a $130,000 pay-
ment Trump’s former lawyer Michael Co-

hen made to an adult fi lm actor to keep her 
quiet about an encounter she said she had 
with Trump, who denies it.

A jury in May found Trump guilty of fal-
sifying records to mask the payment prior 
to the 2016 election.

The imposition of the sentence would 
pave the way for Trump to appeal.

Merchan acknowledged in his ruling that 
Trump has made clear that he intends to 
appeal.

In a post on his Truth Social network ear-
ly yesterday, Trump said he never falsifi ed 
business records.

“It is a fake, made up charge by a corrupt 
judge who is just doing the work of the Bi-
den/Harris Injustice Department,” Trump 
wrote. “He created a case where there was 
none.”

“This illegitimate political attack is 
nothing but a Rigged Charade,” he wrote.

Calling Merchan a “radical partisan”, 
Trump added that the order was “know-
ingly unlawful, goes against our Constitu-
tion and, if allowed to stand, would be the 
end of the Presidency as we know it”.

Merchan announced his plan for the sen-
tencing in denying Trump’s motion to dis-

miss the case due to his presidential elec-
tion victory.

Trump’s defence lawyers had argued 
that having the case hang over him during 
his presidency would impede his ability to 
govern.

Merchan rejected that argument, writing 
that setting aside the jury’s verdict would 
“undermine the Rule of Law in immeasur-
able ways”.

“Defendant’s status as President-elect 
does not require the drastic and ‘rare’ ap-
plication of (the court’s) authority to grant 
the (dismissal) motion,” Merchan wrote in 
the decision.

A Manhattan jury in May found Trump 
guilty of 34 counts of falsifying business 
records to cover up the payment to the ac-
tor.

Falsifying business records is punishable 
by up to four years in prison, but incarcera-
tion is not required.

Before his election victory, legal experts 
said it was unlikely Trump would be locked 
up due to his lack of a criminal history and 
advanced age.

Trump was charged in three other state 
and federal criminal cases in 2023: one in-

volving classifi ed documents he kept after 
leaving offi  ce and two others involving his 
eff orts to overturn his 2020 election loss.

He pleaded not guilty in all three cases. 
The Justice Department moved to dismiss 
the two federal cases after Trump’s election 
victory.

Trump’s state criminal case in Georgia 
over charges stemming from his eff ort to 
overturn his 2020 election loss in that state 
is in limbo.

Judge to sentence Trump before 
inauguration in hush money case
Reuters/AFP
New York

President Joe Biden awarded 
the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom to 19 honourees, 

bestowing the highest civilian 
honour in the United States to en-
tertainers, sports stars, politicians 
and diplomats.

Among those receiving honours 
from the outgoing US president 
were singer and activist Bono, 
basketball legend Earvin “Magic” 
Johnson, long-time fashion edi-
tor Anna Wintour, soccer super-
star Lionel Messi, actors Denzel 
Washington and Michael J Fox, 
and fashion designer Ralph Lau-
ren.

The honourees “are great lead-
ers because they are good people 
who have made extraordinary 
contributions to their country and 
the world”, the White House said 
in a statement.

Others honoured in this year’s 
crop were chef Jose Andres, 
founder of the World Central 
Kitchen non-governmental or-
ganisation, and primate research-
er Jane Goodall, a leading envi-
ronmentalist voice.

Some of the recipients selected 
by the 82-year-old Democrat have 
a more political profi le, such as 
billionaire fi nancier and left-wing 
philanthropist George Soros – a 

boogeyman of sorts for Repub-
licans – and Hillary Clinton, the 
former fi rst lady, senator and US 
secretary of state who unsuccess-
fully ran against Donald Trump 
for the presidency in 2016.

Soros was honoured because 

he “has supported organisations, 
and projects across the world that 
strengthen democracy, human 
rights, education and social jus-
tice”, according to a White House 
statement.

Clinton, meanwhile, “made 

history many times over decades 
in public service”, including being 
the fi rst woman nominated by a 
major party for a US presidential 
election.

Biden also chose to posthu-
mously award a Presidential Med-

al of Freedom to Robert Francis 
Kennedy, better known as “Bob-
by” Kennedy or his initials, “RFK”.

RFK served as US attorney-
general while his brother John F 
Kennedy was president, and was 
assassinated in 1968 while cam-
paigning for the Democratic pres-
idential nomination.

“His legacy continues to in-
spire those committed to justice, 
equality, and public service,” Bi-
den said in a statement.

RFK was also the father of Rob-
ert Kennedy Jr, “RFK Jr”, a vaccine 
sceptic who has been tapped by 
President-elect Donald Trump 
to be the next Secretary of Health 
and Human Services.

Biden’s selections for the Medal 
of Freedom illustrate a desire to 
leave one fi nal mark before leav-
ing offi  ce.

On Thursday, in another slight 
to Trump, Biden awarded a Presi-
dential Citizens Medal to Liz 
Cheney, a former Republican con-
gresswoman from Wyoming who 
sat on the house panel investigat-
ing the January 6, 2021 insurrec-
tion on the US Capitol.

Trump has expressed his in-
dignation at the move, calling 
Cheney, a daughter of late former 
US vice-president Dick Cheney, 
“totally corrupt” and wrote on 
Truth Social that “Biden reward-
ed her only because she hated 
‘TRUMP’”.

Bono, Messi, Soros get Presidential Medal of Freedom from Biden
AFP
Washington

Biden speaking during a ceremony to present the Presidential Medal of Freedom in the East Room of the 
White House. – Reuters

Cartoonist quits 
Washington Post 
over rejected 
sketch mocking 
owner, Trump
AFP
Washington

An award-winning political 
cartoonist for the Wash-
ington Post has announced 

her resignation after a cartoon de-
picting the newspaper’s billionaire 
owner grovelling before Donald 
Trump was rejected.

Ann Telnaes posted on Substack 
late on Friday that this was the 
fi rst time she “had a cartoon killed 
because of who or what I chose to 
aim my pen at”.

The cartoon – which she in-
cluded in her post – depicts Ama-
zon founder and Washington Post 
owner Jeff  Bezos, as well as Fa-
cebook and Meta founder Mark 
Zuckerberg and other media and 
tech moguls, kneeling and holding 
up bags of money before a massive 
Trump.

Also shown is a prostrated 
Mickey Mouse, the symbol of the 
Disney Company, which owns 
ABC News.

The television network recently 
reached a $15mn settlement with 
Trump after he sued for defama-
tion over reporting on his sexual 
abuse trial in New York.

Telnaes wrote that while pre-
vious sketches of hers had been 
rejected, this was the fi rst time 
that had happened because of her 
“point of view”.

“That’s a game changer...and 
dangerous for a free press,” she 
said.

The Washington Post, whose 
slogan is “democracy dies in dark-
ness”, said that Telnaes’s work had 
not been rejected due to any “ma-
lign force”.

“We had just published a col-
umn on the same topic as the 
cartoon and had already sched-
uled another column – this one a 
satire – for publication,” editorial 
page editor David Shipley said in 
a statement. “The only bias was 
against repetition.”

The US media aggressively cov-
ered Trump’s chaotic fi rst term, 
which included two impeach-
ments and ended with his refusal 
to recognise defeat in the 2020 
election – culminating with a mob 
of his supporters storming Con-
gress.

As Trump prepares for his Janu-
ary 20 inauguration, after having 
defeated Vice-President Kamala 
Harris in November, there are 
signs that top chief executives, in-
cluding in the media, are eager to 
build good relations.

A stream of senior moguls, from 
Apple chief executive Tim Cook to 
Bezos Zuckerberg, have traveled to 
meet Trump at his Florida estate.

Elon Musk, owner of infl uential 
social media platform X and the 
world’s richest person, is one of 
the president-elect’s closest ad-
visers.

Amazon and Meta have both 
announced $1mn donations to 
Trump’s inauguration fund, as 
reportedly has Apple’s Cook in a 
personal capacity.

Bezos caused a stir just ahead of 
the presidential election when he 
broke with years of tradition and 
ruled against the Post endorsing a 
candidate.

Telnaes, who has won the Pu-
litzer Prize and other awards for 
her work, had worked for the Post 
since 2008.

Evacuations were underway in Ethiopia yester-
day after a series of earthquakes, the strongest 
of which, a 5.8-magnitude jolt, rocked the re-

mote north of the Horn of Africa nation.
The quakes were centred on the largely rural Afar, 

Oromia and Amhara regions after months of intense 
seismic activity.

No casualties have been reported so far.
Ethiopia’s Government Communication Service 

said around 80,000 people were living in the aff ect-
ed regions were being moved to temporary shelters.

“The earthquakes are increasing in terms of mag-
nitude and recurrences,” it said in a statement, add-

ing that experts had been dispatched to assess the 
damage.

The Ethiopian Disaster Risk Management Com-
mission said 20,573 people had been evacuated to 
safer areas in Afar and Oromia, from a tally of more 
than 51,000 “vulnerable” people.

Plans were underway to move more than 8,000 
people in Oromia “in the coming days”, the agency 
said in a statement.

The latest shallow 4.7-magnitude quake hit just 
before 12.40pm (0940 GMT) about 33km north of 
Metehara town in Oromia, according to the Europe-
an-Mediterranean Seismological Centre. – AFP

Ethiopia earthquakes trigger evacuations

Mourners began paying their respects to 
Jimmy Carter yesterday, as a carefully 
choreographed six-day farewell for 

America’s longest-lived president got under-
way.

US fl ags have been fl ying at half-mast around 
the country since Carter died on December 29 
at age 100 in his hometown of Plains, Georgia.

The procession got underway when US Secret 
Service agents from his current and former pro-
tective details carried his fl ag-draped casket to 
a hearse for a tour through Plains.

Crowds gathered along the roadside to say 
their goodbyes, with many waving small Amer-
ican fl ags, snapping photographs or saluting as 
the motorcade rolled slowly past.

The black hearse bearing his remains paused 
at Carter’s boyhood family peanut farm, where 
a bell was rung 39 times in honour of America’s 
39th president.

Staff  of the National Park Service, which op-
erates the farm, stood in sombre, silent tribute.

“He was a man that didn’t walk around 
proud, he was an everyday normal person,” Wil-
liam Brown, 71, told AFP while waiting for the 
motorcade in Plains. “We’re going to miss him.”

Carter’s body was later set to be driven to At-
lanta for a brief stop and moment of silence at 
the Georgia State Capitol, where Carter served 
as a state senator before becoming governor.

From there he will be escorted to the Carter 
Presidential Centre where he will lie in repose 
until to 6am on Tuesday to allow the public to 
pay their respects.

Later that morning Carter’s remains will be 
fl own from a military base in Georgia to Joint 
Base Andrews outside Washington on a US Air 
Force plane dubbed Special Air Mission 39.

A motorcade will then transport the body 
of the former commander-in-chief to the US 
Navy Memorial, several blocks from the White 
House.

Carter, who graduated from the United States 
Naval Academy in 1946, and served on sub-
marines, will be transferred from a hearse to a 
horse-drawn caisson for a funeral procession to 
the US Capitol.

Military pallbearers will carry his fl ag-draped 
casket to the Capitol rotunda where his body 
will lie in state, surrounded by a guard of hon-

our of service members, until 7am on Thursday.
Carter will be the 13th former US president to 

lie in state in the Capitol.
Abraham Lincoln, assassinated in 1865, was 

the fi rst.
A national funeral service is to be held on 

Thursday at the National Cathedral, an Epis-
copal church in Washington which also hosted 
state funerals for former presidents Dwight 
Eisenhower, Ronald Reagan, Gerald Ford and 
George HW Bush.

Current President Joe Biden is to deliver the 
eulogy for his fellow Democrat, who served in 
the White House from 1977-1981.

All four living former presidents – Bill Clin-
ton, George W Bush, Barack Obama and Donald 
Trump – are expected to attend.

Biden has declared Thursday a national day 
of mourning, with federal government offi  ces to 
be closed for the day.

He has also ordered fl ags to half-mast for 30 
days as is customary, which means that will be 
the case during Trump’s January 20 inaugura-
tion.

That drew the ire of the president-elect who 
took to Truth Social to say that “no American 
can be happy” about having fl ags raised only 
halfway when he takes offi  ce.

Following the cathedral service, Carter’s re-
mains will be fl own back to Georgia for a private 
funeral service at the Baptist church in Plains 
where Carter taught Sunday school.

A fi nal motorcade through his hometown will 
bring Carter to a burial plot at his residence.

US Navy jets will conduct a fl yover in his 
honour before he is laid to rest alongside Ro-
salynn Carter, his wife of 77 years who died in 
2023 at age 96.

39 bell tolls begin national sendoff  for Jimmy Carter
AFP
Plains, US

A portrait of former president Carter is seen in 
a shop window ahead of his state funeral in his 
hometown of Plains, Georgia. – AFP

A contingent of security forces from Guatemala and El Salvador 
arrived in Haiti’s capital on Friday to reinforce a long-delayed 
United Nations-backed mission tasked with restoring security 

amid a bloody confl ict with armed gangs.
The new arrivals were made up of 75 Guatemalans and eight Salva-

dorans, a communications offi  cer for the mission said.
The president of Haiti’s transitional presidential council, Leslie 

Voltaire, alongside Prime Minister Alix Didier Fils-Aime and US am-
bassador Dennis Hankins, welcomed the troops at Port-au-Prince’s 
airport, Haiti’s interim government said in a post on social media.

“They have come to reinforce the Multinational Force in the fi ght 
against gangsters and guns in the country,” the government said.

Guatemalan President Bernardo Arevalo had in September pledged 
to send 150 military police, three months after initially pledging in 
a letter to the UN an unnumbered contingent alongside personal 
equipment.

El Salvador had in August promised 78 soldiers for medical evacua-
tion operations as well as three helicopters – much needed by Haitian 
security forces contending with mountainous terrain and highways 
scattered with gang-controlled checkpoints.

Salvadoran President Nayib Bukele, who has garnered broad popu-
larity over a harsh crackdown on organised crime in his home country 
including the use of mass trials and construction of a “mega-jail”, has 
stated that he would be able to “fi x” Haiti and that its gangs must be 
“obliterated”.

The mission is being led by Kenya, which deployed nearly 400 po-
lice in the middle of last year, far short of the 1,000 it had promised.

The police were later joined by 24 Jamaican personnel and two sen-
ior offi  cers from Belize.

However, the mission has failed to prevent gangs from taking new 
territories and committing several massacres as violence dramati-
cally escalated in the last months of 2024, causing thousands more 
people to fl ee their homes.

Haiti’s national police have meanwhile shed thousands of offi  cers 
in recent years.

Some 10 countries have together pledged over 3,100 troops for 
Haiti, but few have so far deployed. – Reuters

Central American soldiers
arrive in Haiti to fight gangs

Four shot in attack on Brazil native land
Four Indigenous people, including a child, were shot during an attack in 
southern Brazil late on Friday, federal police and an Indigenous rights 
organisation said yesterday, as violence escalates in the region.
Attackers opened fire against the Indigenous community near the 
city of Guaira, in the southern Parana state, injuring four people, later 
hospitalised, the police said.
The attack was aimed at the Avá Guarani people, who have been the 
target of previous assaults since December 29, the Missionary Council 
for Indigenous Peoples (CIMI), an organisation linked to the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of Brazil, said.
A four-year-old child shot in the leg was sent to a nearby hospital in the 
city of Toledo, alongside two other people, one hit in the leg and the 
other in the back, said the CIMI.
The entity said a fourth person, shot in the jaw, was sent to a hospital in 
Cascavel, one of the largest cities in the state. – Reuters









Germany’s foreign 
policy, especially 
as represented by 
its current foreign 

minister, exposes an unsettling 
contradiction that refl ects a lack 
of intellectual consistency and 
moral clarity. While off ering 
unconditional support to Israel 
— a state openly defi ned as a 
“Jewish state” privileging Jewish 
identity globally, often at the 
expense of Palestinians and 
non-Jewish citizens — Germany 
simultaneously imposes rigid 
expectations of secularism and 
inclusivity on the new Syrian 
government. This disparity 
reveals not just geopolitical 
hypocrisy but a deeper, systemic 
issue in German political culture.

Double standards and 
unquestioned support 
for Israel 

Germany’s unwavering support 
for Israel is deeply entrenched 
in its historical guilt over the 
Holocaust, which has morphed 
into an almost refl exive pro-
Israel stance. For many Germans, 
especially those in the Green 
and Social Democratic parties, 
supporting Israel has become a 
near-automatic, unquestioned 
response — a Pavlovian refl ex 
deeply ingrained in political 
discourse. This philo-Semitism, 
often confused with moral 
integrity, has become dogma, 
immune to critical scrutiny.

This uncritical stance 
ignores the evolving reality of 
Israeli governance, which is no 
longer shaped by the victims of 

European anti-Semitism but 
by a coalition of military elites, 
ethnic supremacists, and religious 
settlers. 

The German foreign minister’s 
policies demonstrate either 
ignorance of or indiff erence to 
these realities. To attribute any 
nuanced geopolitical strategy 
to her actions would likely 
overestimate her intellectual 
and political capacity. Her 
support appears less a product 
of thoughtful diplomacy and 
more the result of an ahistorical, 
automatic allegiance, devoid of 
critical analysis.

Selective application of moral 
principles 

In sharp contrast, Germany 
lectures the Syrian government 
on the need for secularism 
and inclusivity, emphasizing 
the protection of minorities 
to prevent Sunni Muslim 
dominance. While inclusivity may 
appear virtuous, it is hypocritical 
when Germany simultaneously 
supports Israel’s exclusivist 
policies.

Moreover, the demand for 
Syria to adopt a sectarianised 
governance model risks 
perpetuating instability, as seen 
in Lebanon and Iraq.

This inconsistency in 
Germany’s foreign policy 
undermines its credibility as 
a defender of human rights 
and democracy. By selectively 
applying principles based on 
political convenience, Germany 
not only exacerbates divisions 
in the Middle East but also 
weakens its reputation as a 
moral and intellectual leader on 
the global stage.

A legacy of historical amnesia 
Germany’s approach to 

Israel and Syria stems from a 
broader issue: an ahistorical and 
apolitical amnesia rooted in the 
institutionalised guilt of German 
fascism. While Germany’s 
recognition of its Nazi past is 
essential, it has evolved into 
an uncritical deference to 
Israel, often devoid of nuanced 
understanding. The German 
foreign minister’s stance 
reflects this phenomenon. 
Far from learning the lessons 
of the Nazi era, she exhibits a 
shallow understanding of global 
dynamics, driven by an over-
simplified moralism.

This moral posturing is not 
new in German history. The 
motto of German fascism — 
“The world will recover from 
German ways”— resonates in 
the behaviour of politicians who 
see themselves as global moral 
arbiters. While it is unfair to 
equate the foreign minister’s 
actions with fascism, her 
policies reveal a dangerous lack 
of intellectual and historical 
depth, leading to decisions 
that harm not only Syria and 
Palestine but also Germany’s 
own credibility.

The consequences of naivety 
and dogma 

The German foreign minister’s 
actions have far-reaching 
consequences. Her inability 
— or unwillingness — to 
recognise Israel’s policies as 
discriminatory and colonialist 
undermines Germany’s ability 
to act as a neutral mediator in 
global conflicts. This not only 
disadvantages the victims of her 

selective morality, particularly 
in Palestine and Syria, but also 
damages Germany’s reputation 
as a nation capable of clear 
thinking and consistent action.

Furthermore, this double 
standard erodes trust in 
Germany’s ability to lead 
responsibly. German politicians 
like the current foreign minister 
project themselves as super-
moralists while failing to apply 
their principles uniformly.

This approach has resulted in a 
loss of confi dence in Germany’s 
leadership, a trust that will take 
years to rebuild.

Looking ahead 
On 23 February, Germany will 

elect a new government. Whether 
this election will bring about a 
shift in foreign policy remains to 
be seen. What is clear, however, 
is that Germany must critically 
reassess its approach to Israel and 
the Middle East.

If it seeks to regain its 
reputation as a principled and 
thoughtful actor on the global 
stage, Germany must move 
beyond refl exive dogmas and 
engage with the realities of an 
evolving world.

This requires not only 
intellectual honesty and moral 
courage but also the willingness 
to confront uncomfortable truths 
about its own policies. Without 
this, Germany risks further 
entrenching the very hypocrisies 
it seeks to overcome.

• The author, a researcher 
specialising in Middle Eastern 
affairs, is known for his in-depth 
expertise and insightful analyses 
on regional issues

The United States provides a generally positive economic 
outlook for 2025 with consumer spending likely to remain strong 
and businesses generally optimistic about what they see as pro-
business tax and regulatory policies from the incoming Trump 
administration.

The impact of US economic growth on the global economy is 
signifi cant due to the country’s role as the largest economy in the 
world.

Top offi  cials at the US central bank- Federal Reserve or Fed 
predicted that they will cut rates to 3.9% this year in their fresh 
economic estimates — suggesting that they will make just two rate 
cuts in 2026. 

They had forecast four when they last released economic 
projections back in September, 2024. They then expect to make 
two rate cuts in 2026, and one in 2027.

Federal Reserve offi  cials made their third and fi nal rate cut of 
2024 at their last meeting in December 2024. They also forecast 
two fewer rate reductions in 2025 than they had previously 
expected, as infl ation lingers and the economy holds up.

In its recent economic 
commentary, Qatar’s QNB 
said: “We expect to see 
US infl ation moderate 
further over the coming 
year, driven by normalised 
capacity utilisation, 
housing cost adjustments 
and the potential for fi scal 
consolidation under Trump 
2.0 with Scott Bessent  as 
the Treasury Secretary.”

“In our view, however, 
irrespective of all the 
concerns and potential 
shocks that US prices are 
vulnerable to, we believe 
that the US infl ation 
outlook is constructive, i.e., 
is set to gradually return to 
target (2%) in the absence 
of any major geopolitical 
event or US policy rupture,” 
QNB noted. 

The Fed cut its 
benchmark policy rate by 
a quarter of a percentage 

point at its meeting last month, and lowered it a full percentage 
point over its fi nal three meetings of 2024.

But one key measure of infl ation, the Personal Consumption 
Expenditures Price Index (excluding food and energy), was at 2.8% 
in November 2024 and has been stuck in the 2.6%-2.8% range 
since May last year. 

Fed policymakers in December 2024 projected the benchmark 
rate would fall only another half of a percentage point this year, 
and investors largely expect the central bank to hold its policy rate 
in the current 4.25-4.50% range at its forthcoming (January 28-
29) meeting.

The case for further reductions, according to Richmond Federal 
Reserve Bank president Thomas Barkin, would hinge on “real 
confi dence that infl ation has stably gotten down to the 2% target... 
The second would be a signifi cant weakening on the demand side 
of the economy.”

“I think there is more upside risk than downside risk” to 
infl ation, given the economy’s continued strength and the 
possibility of renewed wage and other price pressures, Barkin told 
the Maryland Bankers Association in Baltimore recently. 

As the US economy grows, American consumers and businesses 
tend to import more goods and services. This boosts exports for 
trade partners, supporting their economic growth.

US growth often increases demand for commodities like oil, 
metals, and agricultural products, driving up global commodity 
prices and benefi ting commodity-exporting countries.

Growth in the United States has seen stimulating production 
across global supply chains, benefi tting countries that are 
integrated into the US manufacturing and services sectors.
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Hypocrisy, double standards: 
Germany’s foreign policy 
towards Israel and Syria
By Ahmed Mohammed

German Foreign Minister 
Annalena Baerbock exhibits 
a shallow understanding of 
global dynamics, driven by 
an over-simplified moralism, 
according to the writer.

Global economies 
may benefi t 
from positive 
US outlook

US growth has 
seen stimulating 
production 
across global 
supply chains, 
benefi tting 
countries  
integrated 
into the US 
manufacturing 
and services 
sectors



Five times in the course of the past year, the 
world’s leading hunger monitor warned that 
Gaza could be teetering on the precipice of 
famine. Each time, the watchdog stopped short 

of concluding one was under way.
Gregory Shay, a retired paediatric pulmonologist 

from California, spent October treating children in 
Gaza, and to him it looked like famine was gripping 
the territory.

Shay worked at Nasser Hospital in the southern Gaza 
city of Khan Younis. Most of the children he treated 
subsisted on bread and rice, recalled Shay, a volunteer 
with the US-based non-profi t organization MedGlobal. 
Without vegetables, fruit or meat, he said, the children 
lacked the vitamins or minerals needed to stave off  
disease. Most days, Shay said he treated on average 40 
new patients who were admitted to the hospital. Many 
had severe cases of pneumonia, and several others 
suff ered from meningitis, an illness that can kill in hours. 
Newborns were often small for their age, he said. Some 
had birth defects or suff ered from neonatal sepsis, a 
blood infection that’s a leading cause of infant mortality.

“I’ve never seen the kind and number of infections 
that I saw in Gaza,” said Shay, who has made 35 medical 
aid trips during the past decade. “You just look at these 
kids and you know that it’s a famine.”

Many food-security experts, aid workers and doctors 
say famine took hold in Gaza many months ago. But 
amid relentless Israeli bombing and restrictions 
on movement, analysts with the world’s main 
hunger monitor, the Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classifi cation system (IPC), have struggled to get access 
to key data on acute malnutrition levels and deaths 
unrelated to violence. These metrics are vital for the 
IPC to determine if starvation has technically risen to 
the level of a famine.

IPC reports use a one-to-fi ve scale to rank areas 
for acute food insecurity. It slides from minimal to 
stressed, crisis, emergency and famine. Gaza has 
consistently approached, but never technically reached, 
famine level. Most recently, the IPC’s Famine Review 
Committee has warned that famine is imminent in 
areas of northern Gaza.

Some experts want the IPC to lower its threshold 
for determining famine in confl ict-ridden areas and 
expand the types of data it uses. In Ethiopia, Yemen and 
Sudan, Reuters found that governments or rebels have 
blocked or falsifi ed the fl ow of data to the IPC or tried to 
quash its fi ndings.

The seeming disconnect between what’s happening 
on the ground and how the IPC characterises conditions 
in Gaza has given rise to many questions: Does the 
hunger monitor need a more fl exible defi nition of 
famine? How would a famine fi nding make a practical 
or legal diff erence? And how might the IPC be able to 
overcome limitations in gathering and evaluating data?

“If we can’t access critical information, confi rming 
a famine becomes impossible - and so does saving 
lives,” said Dalmar Ainashe, a food-security analyst 
with relief group CARE. For 10 years, Ainashe served as 
a member of the IPC Technical Advisory Group, which 
provides expert advice to IPC’s leadership. He also has 
recounted how he survived a famine as a child in his 
native Somalia.

“In the chaos of confl ict, clinging to unattainable 
quantitative thresholds isn’t just unrealistic,” Ainashe 
told Reuters. “It’s a fatal oversight that risks abandoning 
entire populations to suff er and die in silence.”

Jose Lopez, the IPC’s global program manager, 
said the hunger monitor does rely on various types 
of evidence to “ensure that IPC analysis fi ndings are 
robust and thus credible.”

Regardless, a famine fi nding isn’t a silver bullet. As 
Reuters reported, limited aid has reached Zamzam, 
a camp in Sudan for displaced people that the IPC 
deemed to be in famine. Moreover, if aid only fl ows 
when a famine is found, it’s too late: Food and medical 
relief need to start arriving much earlier, long before 
people start dying.

To prevent deaths, governments and others who 
can help address hunger need “to act before a famine 
is confi rmed or even projected,” the IPC’s Lopez said. 
“Simply changing the terminology is unlikely to 
address the issue.”

Even so, internal IPC documents reviewed by 
Reuters show that the hunger watchdog is considering 
modifying its famine defi nition. Among options 
mentioned in the September documents: lowering 
the mortality threshold or examining mortality trends 
rather than simply using a hard-and-fast threshold.

Such changes will take time, Lopez cautioned. “This 
work requires considerable collaborative eff ort and 
studies,” he told Reuters.

The debate over whether and how to update the 
IPC’s approach to famine comes as hunger continues 
to spread around the world, especially in war-torn 
areas such as Myanmar and Sudan, where people have 
resorted to eating leaves. In 2023, almost 282mn people 
faced what the IPC considers high levels of acute food 
insecurity. More than 36mn children under the age of 5 
were acutely malnourished.

In Gaza, children were already dying of malnutrition-
related causes in December last year, according to local 
medical staff .

That’s what Mona Abdel Atti says she witnessed 
when she began caring for malnourished patients as a 
midwife at Nasser Hospital.

One day last December, two infants were admitted 
to the hospital - a 5-month-old girl, and an 8-month-

old boy, she recalled. Both were breathing rapidly and 
showing clear signs of malnutrition and dehydration. 
Their weights were critically low for their ages, their 
stomachs bloated and their skin dry, she said.

The medical staff  quickly administered plasma and 
blood transfusions and placed them on ventilators, 
Abdel Atti said, but their bodies were too weak. They 
died an hour apart.

For Michael Fakhri, the UN special rapporteur on 
the right to food, it became clear that famine had taken 
hold in Gaza months later, when more children began 
dying of malnutrition-related causes. Along with 
other UN experts, he declared in July that famine had 
spread throughout Gaza. “Parents and communities 
feed their children before they feed themselves,” 
Fakhri told Reuters, “so when a child dies it tells us 
that social structures are collapsing and an entire 
people is under attack.”

In addition to other thresholds, the IPC currently 
says famine occurs when two of every 10,000 people 
or four of every 10,000 children under 5 die each day 
“due to outright starvation or to the interaction of 
malnutrition and disease.”

But little is known about how many people in Gaza 
have died of causes unrelated to violence since the 
war began.

In late October, a Gaza health ministry offi  cial shared 
with Reuters a list of 38 people whose deaths were 
attributed to malnutrition or dehydration. A majority 
were children, including infants under the age of 1. 
The offi  cial said he believes the tally substantially 
undercounts actual deaths.

Many families bury their dead without reporting 
the death because of the cost, dangers and diffi  culties 
of moving around in Gaza, the offi  cial said. The 
offi  cial added that the ministry has little information 
about recent malnutrition cases and deaths in 
besieged areas in northern Gaza, where hunger levels 
are believed to be highest.

Those injured in war zones also may succumb to 
infections they would otherwise survive if the lack 
of proper nutrients hadn’t weakened their immune 
systems, doctors say. In such cases, malnutrition 
may not be recorded as the cause of death even if it 
played a role.

A famine fi nding by the IPC, some experts say, would 
have signifi cantly ratcheted up the pressure on the 
Israeli government to allow more humanitarian aid into 
Gaza because of the international opprobrium Israel 
would have faced.

The war began in October 2023, when Hamas staged 
a surprise attack on Israel. The attack killed some 1,200 
people, Israel says. In Israel’s ongoing military campaign, 
at least 1.9mn people - about 90% of Gaza’s population 
- have been displaced, and some 45,000 Palestinians 
have been killed, according to local health authorities. 
Governing authorities in countries being assessed usually 
head the team carrying out the IPC analysis. In some 
countries suff ering severe hunger crises, Reuters found 
that governments or rebels have tried to impede IPC 
deliberations. In Gaza, the IPC set up an ad hoc group, 
headed by its own staff  rather than local government 
representatives. Two IPC sources told Reuters that the 
move refl ected in part an eff ort to maintain neutrality.

Since December 2023, the IPC has repeatedly found 
that the territory’s proportion of people experiencing an 
extreme lack of food is the highest it has seen anywhere 
in the world.

Israeli authorities continue to maintain a tight hold 
on what goes into Gaza. A Reuters analysis of past relief 
shipments suggests that outside pressure may have 
made some diff erence. At several key moments when 
the US or other powerful actors raised urgent concerns 
about food access in Gaza, Israel allowed more goods to 
enter the territory, Reuters found. But those increases 
have always been short-lived and never enough to ease 
hunger for sustained periods, according to interviews 
with aid workers and residents of Gaza.

One example: In March, the IPC’s Famine Review 
Committee, which vets and verifi es a famine fi nding, 
published an analysis projecting that famine was 
“imminent” in northern Gaza. The International 
Court of Justice also ordered Israel to ensure the 
delivery of aid to Palestinians throughout Gaza. That 
month, Israeli government fi gures show, aid into Gaza 
began to increase.

Then in early April, after Israel killed seven people 
working for American aid charity World Central 
Kitchen, U.S. President Joe Biden threatened to 
condition support for Israel’s off ensive in Gaza on 
Israel taking concrete steps to protect aid workers and 
civilians. That month, aid to Gaza rose to the highest 
levels since the war began. It hasn’t reached those levels 
in any month since.

In a statement, Israeli authorities told Reuters that 
eff orts are made “almost daily” to coordinate time 
windows where Israeli soldiers “cease fi re in certain 
areas” to allow movements for aid organisations, 
medical teams, and humanitarian supplies. “Residents 
are informed in advance of such pauses,” the statement 
reads. Even when supplies make it into Gaza, however, 
looting by armed gangs has thwarted eff orts to feed 
the hungry. Israeli restrictions on movement and the 
ongoing fi ghting also mean other aid fails to reach 
those in need. On November 7, for instance, Israeli 
authorities approved a request to send 10 trucks of 
food and one truck of water from Gaza City to areas in 
northern Gaza that had received no food aid for more 
than a month, according to the World Food Program, 
or WFP, the UN’s primary food-aid distributor. While 
the convoy was held at an Israeli checkpoint for two 
hours, desperate civilians took some of the aid, a WFP 
spokesperson told Reuters.

The convoy was then allowed to move. But after a few 
kilometres, Israeli soldiers ordered the drivers to unload 
the trucks, leaving the aid on the ground near the 
checkpoint in north Gaza. A WFP spokesperson said 
staff  members were told it wasn’t safe to proceed and to 
abandon the aid.

According to the WFP, the aid never reached its 
destination: schools where displaced people were 
sheltering and a hospital. The WFP spokesperson said 
it would have been impossible for civilians to approach 
the area where the aid was unloaded because of the 
presence of the Israeli military.

Around that time, Israel’s military released a 
statement about the incident. It said that 11 trucks 
carrying food, water and medicine reached northern 
Gaza. It also published a video and photos, showing 
aid workers leaving the aid on the side of the road. 
The statement did not mention that the aid failed to 
reach its intended destination. COGAT, the Israeli 
government body that is responsible for aid to Gaza, 
did not respond to Reuters questions about the 
incident. A spokesperson for the Israel Defence Forces 
had no comment.

In a June report on Gaza, the IPC’s Famine Review 
Committee wrote that increases in aid were one reason 
the famine they had predicted in March likely didn’t 
happen. Jeremy Konyndyk, president of the group 
Refugees International, said he believes Israel allowed 
the shipments because it wanted to avoid being seen as 
responsible for a famine fi nding.

“A formal famine determination would signal 
a historically grave calamity brought about by the 
military tactics of the Israeli state,” said Konyndyk, 
the former director of the US Agency for International 
Development’s Offi  ce of US Foreign Disaster 
Assistance. “That word - famine - has a lot of power... 
It takes it from a technical determination to a historical 
judgment. And that, of course, was not a historical 
judgment that the Israeli government wanted to be held 
responsible for.”

COGAT did not respond to questions about whether 
Israel allowed more aid into Gaza to prevent a famine 
determination, or whether outside pressure infl uenced 
Israel to temporarily loosen restrictions.

An IPC famine fi nding could be used in legal cases 
against Israel or its offi  cials, some experts say.

In November, the International Criminal Court in 
The Hague issued arrest warrants for Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his former defence 
chief. One of the war crimes that’s alleged: starvation 
as a method of warfare. Starvation is also at the crux 
of South Africa’s case accusing Israel of state-led 
genocide. That case is before the International Court of 
Justice, the UN’s highest legal body.

Although a famine fi nding would not be necessary 
to prove criminal liability, “it would emphasize the 
extreme urgency of changing Israel’s behaviour,” 
said Tom Dannenbaum, associate professor of 
international law at Tufts University’s Fletcher 

School of Law and Diplomacy.
Some experts told Reuters that a famine 

determination by the IPC would make little 
difference in terms of mobilising assistance 
to Gaza. The issue is whether Israel will “lift 
restrictions on access and ensure humanitarian 
organisations can deliver aid safely,” said Alexandra 
Saieh, head of humanitarian policy and advocacy 
at Save the Children. The aid group is one of 19 
organisations and intergovernmental institutions 
that oversee the IPC.

As the IPC examines its own criteria, some experts 
suggest it should broaden its methods and its mindset.

The IPC typically gets much of its information 
from aid workers who go from household to 
household to glean key data on acute malnutrition 
and death rates. In Gaza and other confl ict zones, 
violence and repeated displacements make such 
surveys diffi  cult. The consequence: Famine can be 
missed or discovered too late.

The IPC famine thresholds require specifi c 
assessments: of mortality, of the percentage of 
households facing an extreme lack of food, and of the 
percentage of malnourished children. But some food-
security experts say the IPC’s standards, part of an 
evidence-driven system designed to objectively classify 
acute food insecurity, need to be revised and shouldn’t 
be the only determinant of famine.

Ainashe, the analyst with relief group CARE, said 
the IPC should change its approach in besieged areas. 
The monitor, he said, should accept not just numerical 
data for some of the thresholds it uses to determine 
famine. For instance, he said, the IPC could conclude 
a famine is occurring when at least 20% of households 
are suff ering from extreme hunger - a threshold it 
currently adheres to - while also using on-the-ground 
anecdotal information from doctors, families and aid 
workers indicating that malnutrition and mortality 
rates are rising fast. The system, Ainashe said, must 
“err on the side of saving lives”.

The IPC says it has adapted its methods in 
locations aff ected by confl ict. One example: It uses 
information gathered through phone surveys in areas 
data collectors might be unable to visit, said Lopez, 
the IPC global program manager. But Lopez warned 
that lowering the bar on data requirements too much 
“would put the credibility of the IPC at risk and would 
likely result in weaker action”.

Some experts believe the IPC should explore how to 
expand its use of satellite imagery and other tools so it 
could track everything from displacement patterns to 
crop growth or grave sites, as Reuters did in assessing 
hunger in Sudan. They also say that the IPC system 
relies too much on statistics and not enough on in-
depth interviews with people living through hunger 
about how they are surviving and their experiences.

“The IPC approach has lost sight of what famine 
is in the real world,” said Chris Newton, a former IPC 
analyst who examined issues related to confl ict and 
food security. He is now a visiting fellow at the Feinstein 
International Center at Tufts University in Boston. 
“Given the risks of mass death, it needs to fi nd better 
ways to incorporate every potentially useful piece of 
information available.”

Shay, the pulmonologist who volunteered in October, 
said he didn’t need more data to understand what is 
happening in Gaza.

The paediatric ward at Nasser Hospital averaged 
about 140 patients each day Shay was there, he said; 
the ward had 40 beds. Children and their mothers 
slept on mats in the hallways, and the crowded 
conditions increased the risk of infections spreading. 
Many children suff ered from dehydration, diarrhoea 
or hepatitis from drinking dirty water. He believes the 
conditions will only worsen.

“The children are going to be sicker,” Shay said. 
“More infections will spread.”

According to various methods of measuring hunger that 
pre-date the IPC system, Gaza is already mired in famine, 
said Alex de Waal, executive director of the World Peace 
Foundation at Tufts’ Fletcher School. In a recent essay, De 
Waal estimated that starvation and related diseases there 
have claimed at least 10,000 lives. He said his assessment 
is an approximation, not a tally: He reached the fi gure by 
examining a range of death estimates from the territory 
and reviewing mortality fi gures in other countries beset by 
food emergencies similar to those in Gaza.

Just last week, the US government’s own hunger 
monitor, the Famine Early Warning Systems Network 
(FEWS NET), published a report that projected famine 
by early 2025 in part of northern Gaza. After the 
report was issued, the US ambassador to Israel, Jack 
Lew, wrote that it relied on data that “is outdated and 
inaccurate.” Subsequent to Lew’s critique, FEWS NET 
withdrew the report, stating that its alert is “under 
further review” and that it expects to update the 
report in January.

De Waal decried Lew’s comments and said the 
situation underscores how the dearth of numeric 
data demands a reliance “on extrapolation, inference, 
empirical evidence, logic, and expert judgment.” If 
the US were concerned about the quality of the data, 
“it would be straightforward to demand that Israel 
permit international agencies to operate and collect 
such data,” De Waal said.

Lew’s spokesperson and the US state department 
declined to comment.

As for the debates over the exact toll hunger has taken 
in Gaza, De Waal said they miss a larger point. “We 
need to dethrone the concept that if it’s not famine, it’s 
OK,” he said. “Even if it’s not a famine, it can be truly 
terrible.” — Reuters

COMMENT
11Gulf Times

Sunday, January 5, 2025

Amid Gaza suff ering, experts call on 
hunger monitor to redefi ne famine

By Lena Masri, Amina Ismail and Jackie Botts

A child reacts as Palestinians gather to receive food cooked by a charity kitchen, 
amid a hunger crisis, in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip. (Reuters)

Palestinians wait to receive food cooked by a charity kitchen in Khan 
Younis. (Reuters) A forlorn looking Palestinian girl gazes into the camera. (Reuters)

A displaced Palestinian boy stands amid damaged tents following an Israeli strike on a makeshift displacement 
camp in Mawasi, Khan Yunis, in the southern Gaza Strip. (AFP)
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QATAR

A number of photographers have 
emphasised the importance of 
photography in documenting his-

torical landmarks and heritage architec-
ture, showcasing their unique beauty, and 
raising awareness of their cultural value, 
thereby encouraging society to preserve 
them.

Speaking to the Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), they said that Qatari forts and 
heritage architecture serve as inspiring 
cultural testaments that narrate profound 
stories of human and place authenticity, 
contributing to the reinforcement of na-
tional identity and the revival of cultural 
heritage.

The photographers shared their per-
sonal experiences in capturing these 
landmarks, highlighting how modern 
technologies enhance the documentation 
of their aesthetics, as well as their vision 
for the future of photography amid tech-
nological advancements.

Abdulla al-Mesleh said that Qatari 
forts and heritage architecture hold sig-
nifi cant importance as historical symbols 
refl ecting past eras and immense national 
value.

Most of these landmarks were built 
for defensive purposes and to protect 
the country, preserving a rich memory of 
stories that resonate with everyone, es-
pecially photographers who aim to docu-
ment these moments for future genera-
tions.

Al-Mesleh explained that his goal as a 
photographer is to document these land-
marks to highlight their beauty and pre-
serve them, stressing the importance of 
building an archive of images that capture 
any changes these landmarks may under-
go due to natural or manmade factors.

This, he said, enriches the memory of 
future generations and enables them to 
learn about these sites.

Al-Mesleh emphasised his commit-
ment to participating in international 
exhibitions and forums with works docu-
menting historical landmarks, as they re-
fl ect Qatar’s heritage and introduce oth-
ers to bright aspects of its history.

He noted that two of his works won 
awards at the 2024 International Pano 
Awards – one featuring The Pearl Island 
and the other showcasing night photog-
raphy in Al Aamriya area.

Regarding his photography style, al-
Mesleh said that the best times to capture 
historical landmarks are during sunrise, 
sunset, and cloudy weather, which he 
said add beautiful colours to the images, 
enhancing their artistic documentation.

He embodied this vision in his 2017 solo 
exhibition titled “Qatar Between Sunset 
and Sunrise”, which featured a collection 

of works capturing Qatar’s natural, archi-
tectural, and heritage landmarks.

This ambitious project is one he plans 
to expand with a second edition.

On the evolution of photography, he 
noted that while modern technology, in-
cluding digital cameras and artifi cial in-
telligence (AI), has positively impacted 
the fi eld, it cannot replace the artist.

Al-Mesleh stressed that the value of 
a photograph lies in the photographers’ 
style and approach to utilising equipment 
and technology.

He said that photography in Qatar is 
experiencing continuous growth, with 
signifi cant interest from young talents 
and newcomers.

Abdulhadi al-Marri meanwhile said 
that historical and heritage buildings are 
like a “black box” refl ecting the stories of 
nations and civilisations, as architectural 
structures are the best witnesses to his-
tory and the contributions of ancestors.

He said that local architecture serves 
as a source of inspiration for creators 
across various artistic fi elds, noting that 
photographers play a crucial role in pre-
serving this cultural legacy by highlight-

ing architectural aesthetics and narrating 
visual stories related to them.

Al-Marri said that as a photographer, 
he focuses on the form, elements, and 
style of architecture, which refl ect deep 
social philosophies.

He pointed out that interconnected 
building designs refl ect the need for 
sustainable ventilation, while surround-
ing walls provide privacy for residents, 
showcasing the unique philosophy of the 
nation and its ancestors.

Al-Marri noted that he prefers pho-

tographing architecture from elevated 
or aerial angles to highlight the overall 
structure from a unique perspective, as 
these angles attract the human eye.

He also favours using wide-angle lens-
es for ground-level shots to emphasise 
the details of local architecture, charac-
terised by simplicity and harmony with 
the surrounding environment.

Regarding the future of photography 
amid technological advancements, al-
Marri stated that the future looks prom-
ising for visual arts and content creation, 
thanks to technical improvements and 
the emergence of AI, opening vast hori-

zons for photographers and creators.
He added that public awareness of art 

and its role has grown, and educational 
content on photography has become 
more accessible, positively impacting the 
artistic fi eld in general and photography 
in particular.

Maha Rashid al-Athba emphasised 
that heritage architecture and historical 
forts are a rich source of inspiration and 
artistic creativity.

She noted that images refl ecting cul-
tural heritage or historical sites attract at-

tention because they evoke curiosity and 
a sense of belonging and pride.

Al-Athba affi  rmed that the beauty of 
details and decorative motifs adds artis-
tic depth to photographs, highlighting the 
history and story of a place.

Forts and heritage landmarks also carry 
cultural and historical symbolism, en-
riching images with multiple meanings 
and making them ideal for artistic crea-
tivity.

Al-Athba employs a distinctive style in 
photographing heritage architecture, fo-
cusing on highlighting the aesthetic and 
symbolic details of historical buildings.

In her work, she uses light and shad-
ow to showcase architectural motifs and 
decorations, adding depth and soul to her 
images that refl ect the authenticity of the 
place.

Through her work, al-Athba aims to 
document architectural heritage in a way 
that combines historical accuracy with 
visual beauty, contributing to the rein-
forcement of cultural identity and raising 
awareness about the importance of pre-
serving historical landmarks.

She stressed that photographs play a 
key role in safeguarding heritage by ac-
curately documenting forts and heritage 
landmarks, encouraging individuals and 
institutions to preserve them, and en-
hancing public awareness of their value.

This enables future generations to 
understand their history and appreci-
ate their signifi cance, while also having 
a media and artistic impact by drawing 
public attention and addressing threats to 
these sites.

She said that photographs are an el-
egant medium for showcasing the beauty 
and importance of historical landmarks, 
encouraging people to visit them and 
learn about their cultural value, thereby 
promoting cultural tourism and contrib-
utes to the preservation of these sites.

Al-Athba added that these images help 
raise awareness about the importance of 
preserving historical forts and architec-
tural heritage by highlighting their beauty 
and history.

She noted that documented photo-
graphs of these landmarks serve as an 
important reference for restoration proc-
esses, helping specialists restore intricate 
details that may have been damaged.

Regarding the future of photography, 
al-Athba believes that the rise of technol-
ogy and digital cameras enhances creative 
possibilities in the fi eld.

She pointed out that ongoing tech-
nological innovations are redefi ning the 
boundaries of artistic expression.

The photographer said that the most 
prominent features of this future include 
continuous improvements in image qual-
ity and precision, as well as the use of AI 
to analyse scenes and automatically en-
hance images – such as adjusting light-
ing, correcting colours, and removing 
imperfections.

Smartphones equipped with advanced 
cameras and software are also making 
photography accessible to all.

Al-Athba added that with the emer-
gence of modern technology and drones, 
photography has become an innovative 
tool for storytelling, exploring the world, 
and expressing ideas in ways that were 
not possible before. – QNA
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Spectators were visibly thrilled to follow 
the qualifying rounds of the Saluki Race 
Championship yesterday evening at Sab-

kha Marmi in the Sealine Area, as part of the 
ongoing 16th Qatar International Falcons and 
Hunting Festival (Marmi 2025).

The festival, organised by Al Gannas Qatari 
Society and sponsored by HE Sheikh Joaan bin 
Hamad al-Thani, with support from the Social 
and Sports Activities Support Fund (Daam), 
runs from January 1-February 1.

The saluki racecourse spans 2km, with the 
organisers having ensured that the track was 
prepared and paved before the competitions 

began, prioritising the safety of participants, 
who follow the races from their vehicles along-
side the track.

To motivate the participating salukis, a ga-
zelle is placed at the back of a leading car, se-
curely fastened for safety as protecting the ga-
zelle is part of the sustainability goals pursued 
by Al Gannas Society.

Saluki Race Committee member Ibrahim al-
Tamimi explained that the qualifi ers is made up 
of two categories: male and female salukis, each 
divided into three groups.

Four salukis from each group advanced, to-
talling 12 male and 12 female.

Al-Tamimi noted that the fi nal round of the 
Saluki Race Championship will take place on 
Saturday evening, January 18.

Khalifa Mohammed al-Muhannadi high-
lighted the meticulous preparation by the or-
ganising committee, ensuring that the race-
course was well-equipped and up to standard.

He said that he participated in the qualifi ers 
for the fourth, fi fth, and sixth groups, with one 
locally bred saluki advancing to the fi nals.

The qualifi ers for the Tala’a Championship 
for groups 1-5 will start this morning, followed 
by the continuation of the Haddad Al Tahadi 
Championship for Group 4 in the evening.

Saluki dogs race entertains 
spectators at Marmi 2025
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