
Biden forgives more
student loans

ICJ judge Salam is 
named Lebanese PM

PM, UN chief
discuss Gaza

President Joe Biden said 
yesterday his administration 
would cancel student loans for 
more than 150,000 borrowers, 
targeting those who attended 
schools that defrauded students, 
those with permanent disabilities 
and public service workers. 
Biden said the total number of 
Americans who have had their 
student debt cancelled by his 
administration was now over 
5mn. The 150,000 borrowers 
for whom student loan relief 
was approved included almost 
85,000 borrowers.

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun 
yesterday picked international 
jurist Nawaf Salam to form a 
government to pull the war-
scarred country out of economic 
crisis. A majority of Lebanese 
lawmakers endorsed Salam, 
the presiding judge at the 
International Court of Justice 
in The Hague, after two years 
of a caretaker government. 
Salam was abroad but would 
return to Lebanon today. Aoun, 
whose election last week ended 
a two-year vacancy for the 
post, had held consultations 
with lawmakers earlier in the 
day ahead of announcing his 
selection. Page 8

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani held a phone call 
yesterday with UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres.
Discussions dealt with the 
developments in the Gaza 
Strip and occupied Palestinian 
territories and the latest 
updates in the Gaza ceasefire 
negotiations. The two sides also 
discussed facilitating the flow 
of humanitarian aid without 
any obstacles to Gaza. HE the 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs aff irmed, during 
the call, Qatar’s full support for 
all regional and international 
eff orts aimed at achieving 
security, peace and stability in 
the region. (QNA)
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Amir discusses Gaza truce with Biden, 
US envoys and Hamas delegation
QNA
Doha

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani and US Presi-
dent Joe Biden discussed the strate-

gic relations between the two countries and 
topics of mutual concern.

This came during a phone call His High-
ness the Amir received yesterday from the 
US president.

During the call, they also discussed the 
developments in the Gaza Strip and the 
occupied Palestinian territories, the joint 
mediation eff orts to put an end to the war 
on the Strip, in addition to the regional and 
international development of common con-
cern. 

 His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani met yesterday at his offi  ce 

in Lusail Palace with US President-elect 
Donald Trump’s Middle East envoy Steve 
Witkoff  and Co-ordinator for Middle East 
and North Africa at the US National Secu-
rity Council (NSC) Brett McGurk.

During the meeting, they discussed the 
developments in the Gaza Strip and the oc-
cupied Palestinian territories. They also 
touched on the latest updates on the cease-
fi re negotiations in the Gaza Strip. 

 His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani received the delegation of 
the Palestinian Islamic Resistance Move-
ment ‘Hamas’ to the negotiations on cease-
fi re in the Gaza Strip. The delegation was 
headed by Dr Khalil al-Hayya.

During the audience, the latest develop-
ments in the ceasefi re negotiations in the 
Gaza Strip, aimed at achieving a long-term 
truce in the Strip, were reviewed.

His Highness the Amir reiterated Qatar’s 

fi rm position on the justice of the Palestin-
ian cause, the legitimate rights of the broth-
erly Palestinian people, and the establish-

ment of their independent state on the 1967 
borders, with East Jerusalem as its capital. 
(QNA)

Final draft  presented 
to sides aft er midnight
‘breakthrough’ in Doha

Reuters
Doha/Cairo

Mediators gave Israel and Hamas a final 
draft of a deal yesterday to end the war in 
Gaza, an official briefed on the negotiations 
said, after a midnight “breakthrough” 
in talks attended by envoys of both US 
President Joe Biden and Donald Trump.
An official briefed on the talks, who did not 
want to be otherwise identified, said the 
text for a ceasefire and release of hostages 
was presented by Qatar to both sides at 
talks in Doha.
The official said another round of talks 
was planned in Doha today morning to 
finalise remaining details, with incoming 
US President Donald Trump’s Middle East 
envoy Steve Witkoff and Biden’s envoy 
Brett McGurk expected to attend.
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken told 
MSNBC the sides were “closer than we’ve 
ever been” to a deal, and the ball was in 
Hamas’ court.
“We are very hopeful that we get it over 
the finish line, finally after all this time,” he 
said, adding that the proposed deal was 
based on a framework Biden put out in 
May.
Blinken said negotiators wanted to make 
sure Trump would continue to back the 
deal on the table so Witkoff’s participation 
has been “critical”.

Gaza ceasefi re deal ‘can get done 
this week’, says White House
AFP/Reuters
Washington/Doha/Cairo

US President Joe Biden said a deal 
that will secure the release of 
hostages and achieve a ceasefi re 

in Gaza was on the brink of coming to 
fruition, adding that his administration 
was working urgently to close the agree-
ment.

A Gaza truce and hostage release deal 
is close and could be fi nalised in the fi nal 
week of US President Joe Biden’s term, 
White House National Security Advisor 
Jake Sullivan said yesterday.

“We are close to a deal, and it can get 
done this week. I’m not making a prom-
ise or prediction, but it is there for the 
taking, and we are going to work to make 
it happen,” Sullivan told reporters.

Biden spoke to Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu on Sunday and 
called mediator Qatar’s Amir His High-
ness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
yesterday as negotiations intensifi ed.

Sullivan said he was more hopeful of a 
deal now, ‘because the gaps have funda-
mentally narrowed down’.

Progress had been made on issues in-
cluding the formula for the exchange of 

hostages held by Hamas and Palestin-
ian prisoners held by Israel, and on how 
Israel’s forces would be “postured” in 
Gaza, he said.

Sullivan said the US president would 
soon speak with Egyptian President Ab-
del Fattah al-Sisi about the negotiations.

Negotiations are in advanced stages for 
the release of up to 33 hostages as part of a 
Gaza ceasefi re deal, an Israeli offi  cial said.

“We are not sure if it is hours or days or 
more,” the offi  cial, speaking on condition 

of anonymity, said about the timing of a 
potential deal.

A round of Gaza ceasefi re talks will be 
held in Doha today morning to fi nalise 
remaining details related to the deal, an 
offi  cial briefed on the negotiations told 
Reuters.

A deal to end the Gaza war is “closer 
than it’s ever been”, the offi  cial said, 
adding that US President-elect Don-
ald Trump’s Middle East envoy Steve 
Witkoff , outgoing Biden administration 
envoy Brett McGurk and Israel’s Mos-
sad chief David Barnea and Shin Bet head 
Ronen Bar were expected to attend. 

Rounds of intensive talks are planned 
in Cairo to put the fi nal touches on re-
maining details for a Gaza ceasefi re deal, 
Egypt’s state affi  liated Al Qahera News 
TV quoted an informed source as saying.

Palestinian resistance movement Ha-
mas said it is keen on reaching a Gaza 
ceasefi re deal, according to a statement. 

 Turkiye’s intelligence chief discussed 
eff orts to reach a ceasefi re in Gaza in a 
phone call yesterday with offi  cials from 
the political wing of Palestinian group 
Hamas, a Turkish security source said.

The source said MIT chief Ibrahim 
Kalin and Hamas offi  cials had agreed to 
continue eff orts to reach a truce.

US National Security Advisor Jake 
Sullivan speaks to reporters during 
a press briefing at the White House 
yesterday.

MCIT launches Digital Authentication Strategy
QNA
Doha

The Ministry of Communi-
cations and Information 
Technology (MCIT) has 

launched the National Digital Au-
thentication and Trust Services 
Strategy 2024-2026.

The strategy supports Qatar’s 
digital transformation by intro-
ducing a comprehensive frame-
work tailored to the needs of in-
dividuals and businesses, aligning 
with the Digital Agenda 2030, 
the Third National Development 
Strategy, and Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030.

In a press release issued yester-
day, the MCIT said that it seeks 
through this strategy, to establish 
a legal, regulatory, and techni-
cal framework for an integrated 
digital system that enhances user 
trust in electronic services. This 
framework fosters a trusted dig-
ital environment that facilitates 

collaboration among individuals, 
government entities, and the pri-
vate sector.

It added that one of the key 
benefi ts of digital authentication 
at the national level is the ability 
to create a personal digital iden-
tity, allowing users to access elec-
tronic service platforms without 
the need to create multiple digital 
identities across diff erent plat-
forms. This not only enhances 
information security but also sim-
plifi es access to electronic serv-
ices.

The press release said that at 
the heart of the National Digital 
Authentication and Trust Serv-
ices Strategy lies the concept of a 

unifi ed digital identity, which es-
tablishes a unifi ed, secure identity 
enabling users to access electronic 
services seamlessly.

Additionally, digital identity 
enhances data security and the 
confi dentiality of personal infor-
mation, fostering trust between 
users and service providers. This 
initiative is vital for achieving in-
tegration across various sectors 
and stimulating innovation in 
delivering advanced digital serv-
ices that meet the community’s 
diverse needs.

The MCIT added that this 
strategy aims to achieve a range 
of national objectives designed 
to support Qatar’s comprehen-

sive digital transformation. By 
enhancing the security and con-
fi dentiality of information ex-
changes in electronic services, the 
strategy ensures these services are 
readily accessible to stakeholders. 
It focuses on increasing the adop-
tion of electronic services while 
maintaining their safety and effi  -
ciency. Additionally, the strategy 
seeks to improve the digital user 
experience and reduce reliance on 
paper documentation, fostering 
trust in electronic services, lower-
ing costs, and decreasing govern-
ment expenditure.

It also promotes job creation 
within the digital economy, en-
couraging innovation and sustain-
ability through the introduction 
of cutting-edge digital services. 
Furthermore, the strategy aims 
to strengthen the integration of 
digital systems across government 
and private sectors in a secure and 
comprehensive manner.

In this context, Assistant Un-
dersecretary for Digital Govern-

ment Aff airs at MCIT Mashael 
Ali al-Hammadi highlighted the 
importance of the strategy, em-
phasising its role as a cornerstone 
for Qatar’s digital transformation 
journey.

 The strategy adopts a phased, 
structured approach to achieving 
comprehensive digital transfor-
mation.

Initially, it focuses on strength-
ening the existing digital authen-
tication ecosystem. The next 
phase involves expanding inter-
connectivity between government 
entities and private organisations 
to enhance collaboration and 
service delivery. Subsequently, 
eff orts will be directed toward de-
veloping a legislative and regula-
tory framework that governs trust 
services while boosting their ef-
fectiveness. Finally, the strategy 
ensures the sustainability of the 
system by transitioning it into full 
operation under advanced gov-
ernance frameworks that have 
been pre-established.

One of the key benefi ts of digital authentication at the 
national level is the ability to create a personal digital identity
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HE the Minister of State for International Co-operation Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser al-Misnad met 
yesterday with Yemeni ambassador to Qatar Rajeh Hussain Farhan Badi. The meeting discussed 
co-operation relations between the two countries and ways to support and develop them. It was attended 
by HE Director of the Arab Aff airs Department at the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Nayef bin Abdullah 
al-Emadi and Representative of the UN Off ice for the Coordination of Humanitarian Aff airs (OCHA) in 
Doha Dr Ahmed Marii. (QNA)

Al-Misnad meets Yemen’s ambassador

HE the Minister of State for International Co-operation Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser al-Misnad met 
yesterday with UN Assistant Secretary-General for Europe, Central Asia and the Americas Miroslav 
Jenca. The meeting discussed co-operation relations between Qatar and the UN. (QNA)

Al-Misnad meets UN official

NHRC seeks to boost partnership with UNDP

HE the National Human 
Rights Committee (NHRC) 
Chairperson, Maryam bint 

Abdullah al-Attiyah, met yester-
day in Doha with UN Development 
Programme’s Head of Rule of Law, 
Security, and Human Rights Katy 
Thompson. In attendance was Head 
of UNDP Offi  ce in Doha Biplove 
Choudhary.

The NHRC said in a statement 
that the meeting discussed activat-
ing the partnership between the two 
sides, the possibility of enhancing 
regional co-operation, working to 
enhance the capacities of national 
human rights institutions to address 
human rights challenges, provid-
ing innovative digital solutions, and 
promoting discussions on digital 
rights to foster human rights moni-
toring, advocacy and education.

The statement explained that a 
tripartite co-ordination meeting 
was held between the NHRC, the 
Doha-based Arab Network of Na-
tional Human Rights Institutions 
(ANNHRI), and the UNDP, during 
which the parties stressed the im-
portance of continuing the part-
nership and benefi ting from Qatar’s 
experience as a centre for holding 
meetings and exchanging knowl-
edge for national human rights in-
stitutions in the Arab region, with 

a focus on common priorities such 
as environmental rights, labour 
rights and gender equality, in addi-
tion to holding conferences in Doha 
on key topics to address global hu-
man rights issues, such as business 
and human rights, digital ethics and 
AI, and the intersection of human 
rights and climate justice.

It pointed out that the co-ordi-
nation meeting called for benefi ting 
from Qatar’s participation in global 
human rights mechanisms to fa-
cilitate the exchange of strategic and 
technical knowledge for eff ective 
advocacy in the region, and work-
ing to establish a repository based 
in Doha for best practices and case 
studies.

It also called for enhancing the 
work of national human rights in-
stitutions in implementing eff ective 
policies and programs, in addition 
to working to present initiatives 
that include exporting the results 
of regional and global participation 
through knowledge products and 
programming between countries 
in the region to address common 
challenges, which contributes to 
facilitating co-operation between 
countries and deepening strategic 
partnerships with international or-
ganisations, including the Offi  ce of 
the UN High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights and the Global Alliance 
of National Human Rights Institu-
tions.  (QNA)

Ministry briefs 
Shura Council  
on eff orts to 
enhance national 
culture scene
The Shura Council held 

yesterday its weekly 
session, chaired by its 

Speaker HE Hassan bin Abdul-
lah al-Ghanem. At the beginning 
of the session, HE Shura Coun-
cil Secretary-General Nayef bin 
Mohammed al-Mahmoud read 
out the agenda, and the minutes 
of the previous session were ap-
proved.

The session hosted HE the 
Minister of Culture Sheikh Ab-
dulrahman bin Hamad al-Thani 
along with several specialists 
from the Ministry of Culture, to 
present the key axes of the min-
istry’s 2024-30 strategy and its 
eff orts to enhance the cultural 
scene and preserve the national 
identity. At the beginning of the 
session, HE the Shura Council 
Speaker and the Council mem-
bers praised the ministry’s ef-
forts in enhancing the national 
cultural scene, protecting the 
Qatari heritage, and achieving 
Qatar National Vision 2030.

In this context, HE al-Ghanem 
stressed the ministry’s key role 
in boosting the national identity 
through initiatives that instil na-
tional values in society and in the 
souls of the youths, and develop 
cultural creativity, pointing to 
the ministry’s important ap-
proaches to combat contempo-
rary cultural challenges.

Following a documentary on 
the ministry’s key 2024 achieve-
ments and its initiatives aimed 
at enhancing the cultural scene 
in the country, HE the Minister 
of Culture gave a comprehensive 
presentation on the axes of the 
ministry’s strategy, which seeks 
to achieve a balance between 
modernity and preserving herit-
age, by developing comprehen-
sive policies aimed at expanding 
the scope of cultural activities, 
diversifying their content and 
increasing their impact, to meet 
the needs of various segments of 
society, and enhancing awareness 
of cultural and national values.

He explained that the minis-
try seeks to develop qualitative 
programmes that contribute to 
reviving the cultural heritage by 
organising national festivals and 
events, in addition to launching 
innovative initiatives that high-
light traditional and contem-
porary arts to enhance cultural 

belonging. He also pointed out 
the ministry’s interest in estab-
lishing partnerships with inter-
national institutions to support 
cultural exchange, stressing that 
these eff orts enhance Qatar’s 
position as a centre for culture, 
thought and creativity at the re-
gional and global levels.

He stressed that the ministry 
attaches special importance to 
empowering young people and 
encouraging them to engage in 
cultural activities through mo-
tivational programmes and crea-
tive workshops that contribute 
to developing their capabilities 
and highlighting their talents.

HE the minister also stressed 
the importance of building ef-
fective partnerships with educa-
tional institutions and cultural 
centres to achieve integration 
between national eff orts, noting 
that these partnerships contrib-
ute to spreading the culture of 
dialogue and understanding, and 
enhancing interaction with the 
local and international commu-
nity.

In a related context, he pointed 
out that the ministry is work-
ing to develop Darb Al Saai to 
become a permanent venue for 
cultural and heritage activi-
ties, with the aim of enhancing 
the presence of Qatari culture in 
the minds of the youth, stress-
ing that the ministry continues 
to support cultural centres as 
important platforms to enhance 
community participation and 
develop talents.

On the key challenges fac-
ing the Ministry of Culture, he 
explained that the concerted 
national eff orts are needed to 
achieve the desired goals, indi-
cating that the primary challeng-
es are balancing cultural herit-

age and national identity with 
technological developments and 
modernity, and enhancing intel-
lectual protection for society as 
culture is a national security. He 
pointed out that enhancing com-
munity participation in cultural 
activities requires the develop-
ment of innovative platforms 
that meet the interests of diff er-
ent segments of society.

He pointed out that investing 
in culture represents a challenge 
that requires strengthening part-
nerships with the private sector 
and motivating relevant parties 
to support cultural initiatives. He 
said that the ministry is work-
ing to overcome these challenges 
by developing fl exible strate-
gic plans, developing cultural 
infrastructure, and expanding 
co-operation with national, re-
gional and international institu-
tions, stressing the importance 
of building sustainable cultural 
programs that ensure continued 
cultural growth and enhance Qa-
tar’s position as a leading cultural 
destination and a soft power re-
gionally and globally.

The Council members touched 
on the lack of diverse cultural 
events, where they stressed in 
this regard the need to increase 
the number of cultural events 
that meet the interests of diff er-
ent segments of society, with a 
focus on diversity in the cultural 
content provided. 

The members also pointed 
to the need to increase support 
and attention to young national 
talents, and the importance of 
providing more support for them 
in the cultural and artistic fi elds, 
by creating platforms that allow 
them to display their works and 
communicate with the public. 
(QNA)

HE the Amiri Guard 
Commander Lieutenant 
General Staff Hazza bin Khalil 
al-Shahwani met yesterday 
at Barzan Camp with Oman’s 
Military Attache to Qatar 
Staff Colonel Ahmed Khamis 
al-Salehi, on the occasion of 
assuming his new duties. The 
two sides discussed military 
co-operation avenues and 
ways to boost them. Senior 
Amiri Guard officers were in 
attendance. (QNA)

Amiri Guard chief meets 
Omani military attache
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Qatar Charity (QC), through its “Tayf” 
programme, has received in-kind do-
nations from Place Vendôme Mall, as 

part of the mall’s commitment to social re-
sponsibility toward the local community.

The donations, off ered as part of the QC’s 
ongoing “Give It Value” campaign, included 
strollers, wheelchairs, scooters, bicycles, toys 
and clothing.

These donations continue the partnership 
between the QC and Place Vendôme, which 
last year provided spaces for charitable events 
during Ramadan, Eid al-Adha, the back-to-
school season, and winter campaigns.

Additionally, a donation box titled “One 
Goal for Humanity” was inaugurated at the 
mall.

This partnership and logistical support 
from Place Vendôme continue to this day.

Ali Ibrahem al-Greeb, director of the QC’s 
Resources Development Department, ex-
pressed his gratitude to Place Vendôme for 
the valuable donations, and expressed the 
hope for continued collaboration.

He also urged other institutions and 
companies to support the QC’s humanitar-
ian projects, and affi  rmed the organisation’s 
readiness to receive contributions from both 
the public and private sectors to benefi t low-
income individuals locally and those in need 
worldwide.

“We believe in the importance of com-
munity and our active role in supporting 
initiatives that make a real diff erence,” Place 
Vendôme Mall manager Carol Sabbbagha 
said. “Through our ongoing partnership 
with Qatar Charity under the ‘Give It Value’ 
campaign, we are proud to contribute to 
programmes that bring hope and support to 
those with limited incomes and vulnerable 
individuals.”

“This collaboration refl ects our unwaver-
ing commitment to social responsibility,” she 
said. “We look forward to strengthening this 
fruitful partnership with QC to achieve its 
humanitarian mission of ensuring dignity for 
all.”

The QC launched the “Give It Value” cam-
paign at the beginning of October last year to 
collect in-kind donations for the needy.

The campaign aims to strengthen the QC’s 
eff orts in ensuring dignity for all, as part of its 
“Tayf” programme, which supports and em-
powers individuals and families in need.

Qatar Charity Qatar Charity 
receives in-kind receives in-kind 
donations from donations from 
Place VendômePlace Vendôme

Place Vendôme Mall

The Chairperson of Qatar Inter-
national Falcons and Hunting 
Festival (Marmi), Miteb Mubarak 

al-Qahtani, has said that over the past 
16 years, the festival has succeeded in 
deepening interest in falconry among 
generations.

Speaking to the Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), al-Qahtani said that over the 
past years, the festival has envisioned 
the future of falconry as being one of 
the most consequential sports in the 
Qatari community, and has been in 
pursuit of preserving this legacy which 
has become a global heritage after being 
added to the Unesco’s Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage list.

He added that the success came by 
virtue of organising contests in many 
categories of falconry, contributing to 
promoting this legacy among the com-
munity members.

Al-Qahtani pointed out that since 
the festival’s launch 15 years ago, one 
of the main objectives was to train and 

qualify young falconers.
Today, those young falconers have 

grown, and they remain closely linked 
with this legacy, competing with adults 
and achieve successes in falconry festi-
vals held in the Gulf states.

This, al-Qahtani said, is something 
that underscores the successful strat-
egy of the Al Gannas Qatari Society 
(AGQS) in fostering this sport.

He indicated that the festival con-
tinues to off er competitions for young 
people, affi  rming that this year the fes-
tival features the promising falconer 
championship for the age 11-15 group, 
based on a 200m fl ight distance.

Al-Qahtani said that such contests 
allow youngsters to experience the 
competition and upscale their exper-
tise, going beyond what they learn at 
training programmes to become a love 
for the sport.

The Marmi Festival, al-Qahtani said, 
is characterised by diverse contests, 
spanning a wide array of events, each 

highlighting a diff erent facet of fal-
conry, such as the Tala’a championship, 
which assesses falconers’ strong vision 
and capability to spot the prey, thereby 
off ering a practical demonstration of 
hunting technologies.

He highlighted that the Dawaa con-
test evaluates the speed of falcons, with 
the Haddad Al Tahadi challenge being 
renowned for its suspense in spellbind-
ing spectators, particularly involving 
the confrontation between peregrine 
falcons and homing pigeons.

The festival, al-Qahtani added, fea-
tures prestigious contests, such as the 
shooting championship, encompass-
ing three categories this year, namely 
youth, adults, and elite, along with 
Saluki racing championship, to further 
broaden the horizon of this multifac-
eted celebration of falconry and hunt-
ing traditions.

He also highlighted that the festival 
is seeing record participation, from fal-
coners who register in various catego-

ries, to the large turnout of spectators – 
citizens, residents and tourists – at the 
Marmi area in Sealine.

Al-Qahtani emphasised that the fes-
tival is also focused on preserving the 
natural habitat and falcons through 
many domestic initiatives that prima-
rily aim to return falcons to their natural 
habitats, and is committed to protect-
ing biodiversity. – QNA

Sport of falconry flying high: Marmi chief

Miteb Mubarak al-Qahtani

More falconers qualified yes-
terday for Al Tala’a Champi-
onship at the 16th edition of 

the Qatar International Falcons and 
Hunting Festival (Marmi 2025).

According to a statement from 
Marmi 2025, three falconers qualified 
for Al Tala’a Championship.

The qualifying stage will come to an 
end today. 

Meanwhile, the Haddad Al Tahadi 
and Al Tala’a championships contin-
ued to enthuse the spectators.

The event is organised by the Al 
Gannas Qatari Society under the pa-
tronage of HE Sheikh Joaan bin Ha-
mad al-Thani, supported by the Social 
and Sports Activities Support Fund 
(Daam), and set to go on until Febru-
ary 1 at Sabkhat Marmi in the Sealine 
area.

Hadad Al Tahadi Committee chair-
man Shawi al-Kaabi said that the 
12th round of the championship was 
a source of excitement and challenge.

“The audience at the Marmi Festi-
val witnessed unforgettable moments 
of excitement, with intense competi-
tion,” he said.

More falconers 
qualify for 
Al Tala’a 
Championship

Katara – the Cultural Village has opened the 
fi rst edition of “Divine Creativity Exhibi-
tion” in the presence of a number of the 

ambassadors and representatives of the diplo-
matic missions accredited to Qatar, along with the 
audience of culture and arts.

Running until January 27, the exhibition show-
cases rare formations and natural patterns of 
stones, appearing as artistic paintings featuring 
stories and real-life scenes, thereby highlighting 
the divine creativity in shaping nature over 25mn 
years.

Katara general manager Prof Khalid bin Ibra-
him al-Sulaiti said that the event is part of Qatar’s 
enduring commitment to spotlighting diverse as-
pects of the arts, whether in terms of divine crea-
tivity or human ingenuity.

The exhibition is making its global debut as the 
foremost and unique event in terms of concept, 
art, as well as intellectual, and spiritual dimen-
sions, he said, thereby constituting an ideal op-

portunity for the public to explore the aesthetics 
of nature.

The exhibits are displayed in two halls, fea-
turing 106 rare stones, with 53 in each hall and 
formed through volcanic interactions, leading to 
the creation of silicon dioxide, the main compo-
nent of natural agate. – QNA

t th C lt l Vill h d th

Katara opens ‘Divine Katara opens ‘Divine 
Creativity Exhibition’ Creativity Exhibition’ 
showcasing rare stonesshowcasing rare stonesThe Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation, with support 
from Qatar, will launch the 

Polio Legacy Challenge early this 
year, a top offi  cial of the organisa-
tion has disclosed.

“With our work on polio eradi-
cation, we are actually launching 
something called the Polio Legacy 
Challenge with the Islamic Devel-
opment Bank,” Dr Chris Elias, presi-
dent of the Global Development Division at the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, told Gulf Times in an in-
terview.

“The Gates Foundation and the governments of 
Qatar, the UAE, and Saudi Arabia will provide some 
funding through the Afghan Reconstruction Trust 
Fund to support the primary healthcare system in Af-
ghanistan,” he said.

Dr Elias said that his foundation is continuing to 
work for polio eradication.

“This is a new initiative that is just beginning now,” 
he continued. “We are basically working with the 
countries that have indicated their interest in doing 
it and in the process of fi nalising the agreements with 
the Islamic Development Bank.”

“We hope to launch it in early 2025,” Dr Elias said.
“We will have a governing body in which all of the 

contributors will participate,” he added. “The funds 
will be administered through the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank for support of the primary healthcare sys-
tem in Afghanistan.”

Dr Elias noted that he currently chairs the board of 
the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, and has been 
working with Qatar on some of the regional initiatives 
to help fi nalise the job of polio eradication.

“We have seen the wild polio virus in the two en-
demic countries of Pakistan and Afghanistan,” he 
elaborated. “Under the auspices of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), the regional subcommittee on 
polio eradication is co-chaired by Qatar and the UAE.”

“The ministers of health of the 
Middle East region have actually 
been very helpful in encouraging 
both Pakistan and Afghanistan to 
do what is necessary for the fi nal 
elimination of polio virus,” the of-
fi cial said.

“So again, Qatar has been very 
helpful in this regard,” he added.

Dr Elias said that the Gates Foun-
dation has worked with Qatar’s 
Ministry of Public Health on the re-
gional co-ordination on polio eradi-
cation leading to convening in Doha 

a number of important discussions 
about the polio eradication programme.

He also highlighted some of the projects that the 
Gates Foundation has been working in tandem with 
various organisations in Qatar, such as the Qatar Fund 
for Development (QFFD) and the Qatar Foundation.

“My colleague, who runs our emergency response 
programme, was here recently for the WISH Summit 
2024, and the Gates Foundation has been providing 
emergency relief to some of the important crises in 
the region, including the crisis in Lebanon and Gaza, 
as well as in Sudan,” Dr Elias said.

“We have a very strong and growing relationship 
with Qatar over the last decade or so,” he continued.

“You know, our biggest project has been our col-
laboration with the Lives and Livelihoods Fund at the 
Islamic Development Bank,” he pointed out. “Qatar 
was actually the fi rst country to commit to that fund. 
Now it is a $2.5bn fund with support from Qatar, UAE, 
Saudi Arabia, the Islamic Development Bank, as well 
as the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and few oth-
er donors.”

The offi  cial said that the second phase of the pro-
gramme is being lunched and the foundation is ex-
pecting commitments from all of the funders from the 
fi rst phase in the next phase too.

“We’ve worked with the Islamic Development Bank 
to make the programme faster in terms of making in-
vestments, and as well as more concessional in terms 
of the fi nancing for developing country projects,” Dr 
Elias said.

Gates Foundation, 
Qatar to launch Polio 
Legacy Challenge
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

Dr Chris Elias
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Qatar, Saudi sign Haj agreement for 1446 AH
QNA
Jeddah

HE the Minister of Endow-
ments (Awqaf) and Is-
lamic Aff airs Ghanem bin 

Shaheen al-Ghanem and Saudi 
Minister of Haj and Umrah Dr 
Tawfi q bin Fawzan al-Rabiah 
signed in Jeddah, an agreement to 
arrange Haj aff airs for 1446 AH, as 
part of the early preparations for 
the Haj season for the current year.

The agreement aims to enhance 
co-operation frameworks to facili-
tate the entry and exit of pilgrims 
of Qatar to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia through all ports, and co-
ordination between the two sides 
in various fi elds, enabling the Of-
fi ce of Haj Aff airs of Qatar to pro-
vide the fi nest services to pilgrims 
of the country in transportation, 
food, housing and in the holy sites, 
and to provide all means and ways 
that enable them to perform the 
ritual with ease and peace of mind.

HE the Minister of Endowments 
praised the enhanced services 
provided by the Saudi Ministry of 
Haj, which aim to ease the experi-
ence for the pilgrims of the Sacred 

House of Allah. He emphasised the 
ongoing co-ordination with the 
Haj and Umrah Aff airs Adminis-
tration to off er the best services 
to pilgrims and Umrah performers 
from the State of Qatar, affi  rm-
ing the leadership’s keen interest 
and commitment to ensuring the 
utmost comfort for the country’s 
pilgrims.

HE al-Ghanem explained that 
the 2025 Haj Conference and Exhi-
bition provides a good opportunity 
to view qualitative projects, initia-
tives and innovative ideas, and to 
introduce the latest technologies 
and services provided to the pil-
grims from all Haj and Umrah Af-
fairs offi  ces. These eff orts refl ect 
Saudi Arabia’s ongoing develop-
ment of the infrastructure at the 
holy sites and its achievements in 
the Haj and Umrah sector, aimed 
at streamlining procedures and 
enhancing the pilgrimage experi-
ence.

The signing of the agreement 
came during the offi  cial visit of HE 
the Minister of Endowments and 
the delegation to Saudi Arabia to 
participate in the fourth edition of 
the Haj Conference and Exhibition 
under the slogan “The Road to the 

Nusuk”. The four-day conference 
will run until Jan 16, with partici-
pation from 80 Haj and Umrah of-
fi ces from various countries of the 
world. The signing of the agree-

ment was attended by Ali Sultan 
al-Musaifri, Deputy Head of the 
Qatari Haj Mission and Director of 
the Haj and Umrah Aff airs Depart-
ment.

Moldova’s Prime Minister Dorin Recean met with Qatar’s 
ambassador in Chisinau Dr Turki bin Abdullah Zaid al-Mahmoud. 
The meeting discussed bilateral relations and ways to support 
and develop them. (QNA)

Moldova’s PM meets 
Qatar’s ambassador

Endangered fish 
eagle ray spotted 
in Qatari waters

The Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change confirmed 
that Qatari waters are home to 
26 species of rays. It said in a 
post on its off icial account on 
the “X” platform, recently, the 
scientific team of the Wildlife 
Development Department at the 
ministry documented the spotted 
eagle ray, classified as a species 
close to extinction, gliding over 
coral reefs, and the endangered 
honeycomb ray was also 
discovered, which was sheltering 
inside marine debris among small 
coral reefs in the eastern waters 
of Qatar.

Winter camp for 
UDST students 
concludes
In line with its mission to empower 
Qatari youth, the Ministry of 
Communications and Information 
Technology (MCIT) concluded 
the winter camp, which hosted 
16 students from the College of 
Engineering at the University of 
Doha for Science and Technology 
(UDST).
The ministry said in a press 
release that the camp focused 
on enhancing students’ skills in 
artificial intelligence, applying 
them in designing visual identities 
and websites, equipping them 
with the essential competencies 
to enter the labour market. The 
winter camp featured a series of 
workshops that highlighted the 
integration of AI into modern 
business practices, emphasizing 
branding and website 
development. The programme 
was designed to combine 
theoretical training with practical 
applications, aligning with the 
Digital Agenda 2030 pillars 
aimed at building an advanced 
digital society. The camp’s 
activities engaged students in an 
intensive program showcasing 
the transformative potential of AI 
while fostering critical thinking, 
creativity, and problem-solving 
skills. Such initiatives are integral 
to equipping young people with 
the knowledge and tools to excel 
in the labour market. Director 
of Digital Society and Digital 
Competencies at MCIT, Duha al-
Buhendi, highlighted the broader 
impact of the winter camp, stating: 
“The winter camp embodies 
the ministry’s commitment to 
preparing a creative generation 
equipped with digital skills. By 
integrating advanced technologies 
into practical learning experiences, 
we aim to empower students 
to think innovatively, address 
real-world challenges, and take 
the lead in driving Qatar’s digital 
economy forward. This program 
aligns with our vision to build 
a resilient, tech-savvy society 
capable of shaping the future of 
digital innovation in Qatar.” The 
winter camp is a continuation of 
a series of successful programs 
hosted at Studio 5 that have 
consistently provided a platform 
for young innovators. It stands as 
a flagship initiative reflecting the 
ministry’s steadfast commitment 
to digital transformation and youth 
empowerment. (QNA)
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HMC seeks applications 
for person-centred care 
ambassadors programme

Hamad Medical Corpora-
tion (HMC) is calling on 
compassionate and dedi-

cated individuals to join its Per-
son-Centered Care (PCC) Ambas-
sadors Programme. 

This unique volunteer initia-
tive was designed by the Center 
for Patient Experience and Staff 
Engagement to enhance patient 
experience by integrating empa-
thy and personal connection into 
healthcare delivery.

Coming from all walks of life 
and section of Qatar’s communi-
ty, since 2024, the PCC ambassa-
dors have completed more than 
220 assignments, significantly 
enriching the patient journey at 
HMC. 

Their contributions range 
from organising recreational ac-
tivities and providing emotional 
support to facilitating patient 
feedback and assisting medical 

staff, making them an integral 
part of the healthcare process. 

Nasser al-Naimi, chief of Pa-
tient Experience at HMC and 
director of Hamad Healthcare 
Quality Institute said  these vol-
unteers serve as crucial bridges 
between patients and healthcare 
professionals, fostering an em-
pathetic and supportive envi-
ronment that enhances the over-
all patient journey and aligns 
with HMC’s mission of deliver-
ing person-centred care.

“The PCC ambassadors have 
made a profound difference in 
the lives of patients and their 
families,” al-Naimi said. “By 
helping patients navigate com-
plex medical systems and offer-
ing emotional support during 
difficult times, they have rein-
forced the essential role of hu-
man connection in healthcare. 
Their dedication highlights the 

profound difference volunteer-
ism can make in creating a com-
passionate healthcare environ-
ment.”

PCC ambassadors are giv-
en full training and support 
throughout their time. Al-Naimi 
said that becoming an ambassa-
dor requires a time commitment 
but the personal and community 
benefits were intangible. 

“I call on members of the com-
munity to become part of a dedi-
cated team committed to trans-
forming the patient experience 
at HMC. Your contributions can 
make a difference in the lives of 
patients, their families, and the 
broader healthcare community,” 
he said. “By becoming a PCC 
ambassador, you can be part of a 
programme that makes a tangible 
impact, helping to create a more 
compassionate and person-cen-
tred healthcare environment.”

PCC ambassadors with Nasser al-Naimi.

QU law college hosts British academic 
delegation to foster co-operation

The College of Law at Qatar 
University (QU), in col-
laboration with the Qatar 

International Media Offi  ce, wel-
comed a British academic del-
egation to foster academic and 
research co-operation. 

The delegation comprised pro-
fessors and experts in peace, con-
fl ict resolution, and international 
law, alongside representatives 
from the International Media 
Offi  ce. Dr Talal al-Emadi, dean 
of the College of Law at QU, ex-
pressed his enthusiasm for the 
visit, emphasising its signifi cance 
in building stronger ties between 
QU and leading British academic 
institutions. Dr Ezieddin El-
mahjub, associate professor of 
private law, also attended the re-
ception. The delegation featured 
academics, including Prof Rich-
ard Caplan, professor of inter-
national relations at the Univer-
sity of Oxford; Prof Marc Weller, 

professor of international law at 
the University of Cambridge; and 
Prof Roger Mac Ginty, professor 
in defence, Development, and Di-
plomacy at Durham University.

The British delegation toured 
the college’s state-of-the-art fa-
cilities and reviewed its academic 
programmes and research initia-
tives. A discussion session was held 
to address pressing topics related to 
peace, confl ict, and international 
law. The exchange of ideas and ex-

pertise highlighted shared interests 
and paved the way for future col-
laborations.

Speaking about the visit, Dr Ta-
lal al-Emadi, dean of the College of 
Law remarked, “We are honoured 
to host this distinguished del-
egation from the United Kingdom. 
Such engagements are crucial in 
promoting the exchange of knowl-
edge and expertise while opening 
new doors for academic and re-
search partnerships.”

The delegation comprised professors and experts in peace, conflict 
resolution, and international law.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani sent yesterday a cable of congratulations to Croatian 
President Zoran Milanovic on his re-election for a new presidential term, wishing him success in his duties and 
more progress and development for the relations between the two countries. His Highness the Deputy Amir 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani also sent a cable of congratulations to President Milanovic. (QNA)

Amir congratulates Croatian president
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Ministry initiates 150,612 
inspection tours in Q4 of 
2024 to ensure compliance
By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

The Ministry of Munici-
pality initiated a total of 
150,612 inspection tours 

during the fourth quarter of 2024 
to ensure establishments’ adher-
ence to the law. 

According to fi gures, released 
by the ministry on X, these tours 
were conducted by various de-
partments in the municipalities 
across the country.

The Health Control Depart-
ment carried out 110,000 in-
spection tours. The General 
Control Department initiated 
more than 23,000 inspection 
tours and the Technical Con-
trol Department carried 16,000 
checks during the period. 

The checks, according to fi g-
ures, resulted in the closure of 37 
diff erent establishments while 
more than 11,000 violations 
were recorded. The municipali-
ties issued more than 4,000 ad-
vertising licences and 13,000 
building licences and responded 
to 20,000 requests through 
customer service to monitor 

violations.  Doha Municipality’s 
Health Control Department car-
ried out about 23,000 inspec-
tion tours while more than 4,000 
checks were done by the Gen-
eral Control Department and the 
Technical Control Department 
initiated 3,000 tours. Five clo-
sures were reported while 4,000 
violations were recorded. The 
municipality addressed more 
than 5,000 pest control requests, 
issued more than 1,600 advertis-
ing licenses and dealt with more 
than 8,000 requests. Also, 3,000 
building permits were issued. 

Al Rayyan Municipality, repre-
sented by the Health Control De-
partment, carried out more than 
66,000 inspection tours with 
the General Control Department 
initiating 9,000 checks while the 
Technical Control Department 
carrying out 6,000 checks.  

Also, the municipality closed 
eight establishments and re-
corded more than 3,000 vio-
lations. A total of 6,000 pest 
control requests were addressed 
while more than 1,000 advertis-
ing licenses and 4,000 building 
permits were issued. As many as 
5,000 requests were processed 

by the Customer Service section. 
 Al Khor and Al Thakhira Mu-

nicipality’s Health Control De-
partment conducted more than 
4,000  checks while the General 
Control Department initiated 
1,600 checks that resulted in the 
closure of two establishments 
and the issuance of 254 violation 
reports. 

The municipality also ad-
dressed 922 pest control re-
quests, issued 242 advertising li-
censes, dealt with 540 customer 
service requests and issued 835 
building permits.

During the period, Al Shamal 
Municipality’s Health Control 
Department conducted 1,230 
health control inspection tours 
while the General Control De-
partment held 956 checks and 
the Technical Control Depart-
ment implemented 1,722 checks. 

The municipality closed one 
establishment while 82 viola-
tions were issued. 

A total of 401 pest and rodent 
control requests were addressed 
while fi ve advertising and 2,017 
building licences were issued. 
The Customer Service Section 
responded to 141 requests.

Honour Earth: A new Honour Earth: A new 
wellness concept in Dohawellness concept in Doha
Honour Wholeness, the 

trailblazing wellness 
brand created by vision-

ary Qatari entrepreneur Joujou 
Alfardan, is to unveil its latest 
concept, Riaya at Honour Earth, 
now open in the vibrant Qanat 
Quartier, The Pearl, Doha.

Building on a foundation of 
harmony with nature, Honour 
Earth invites guests to embark 
on a personal wellness journey, 
embracing the nurturing power 
of the Earth element. This tran-
quil sanctuary off ers a space to 
reconnect with your body and 
spirit, off ering practices like 
Pilates and dance that ground, 
stretch, and restore balance. At 
Honour Earth, the goal is sim-
ple: to empower individuals to 
honour their bodies, connect 
to the earth, and experience a 
deeper sense of wholeness.

“I believe wellness is a per-
sonal journey, one that evolves 
as we accept all parts of our-
selves,” says Joujou. “Through 
strengthening and nurturing our 
bodies, we create a stable foun-
dation to navigate life with grace 
and resilience. At Honour Earth, 
we encourage everyone to em-
brace their own unique journey 
and feel grounded as they fi nd 
their balance.”

Founded by Joujou over eight 
years ago, Honour Whole-
ness has always been driven by 
a commitment to supporting 
women in their mental, emo-
tional, and physical well-being. 
What started with a passion for 
understanding and healing un-

seen struggles, has grown into a 
network of spaces that embody 
the four elements of nature: 
Earth, Fire, Air, and Water.

 “Wholeness isn’t about per-
fection,” Joujou explains. “It’s 
about acceptance, and from that 
acceptance, true wellness natu-
rally unfolds.”

Honour Wholeness’ fl agship 
location, Honour Air, also situ-
ated in Qanat Quartier, has gar-
nered praise for its serene focus 
on breathwork, meditation, and 
sound ceremonies. In the com-
ing months, Honour Whole-
ness will continue to expand 
with Honour Fire, featuring 
dynamic Cycledelic spin classes 
and dance, followed by Honour 
Water, off ering the therapeutic 
benefi ts of ice baths and mas-
sages.

Honour Earth is a space where 
all are welcome to pause, recon-

nect, and feel truly supported. It 
off ers not just a place to practice 
wellness but an opportunity to 
be part of a community. Here, 
each element serves as a guide 
for cultivating balance in every 
season of life.

About Honour Wholeness
Honour Wholeness is a well-

ness brand that integrates an-
cient wisdom with modern 
practices to foster a holistic ap-
proach to healing. With off er-
ings that are structured around 
the four elements – Earth, 
Fire, Air, and Water – Hon-
our Wholeness provides well-
ness spaces designed to nour-
ish the mind, body, and spirit. 
Founded by Joujou Alfardan, 
the brand is committed to em-
powering individuals through 
mindful practices that promote 
balance, health, and connec-
tion to nature.

Women’s events lined up for 
Ramadan sports championships
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

The Qatar Sports for All Federation, under the 
umbrella of the Ministry of Sports and Youth, 
and in co-operation with Qatar Foundation, 

announced the organisation of the Ladies’ Evening for 
the Ramadan Sports for All Championships in Educa-
tion City. 

It includes a football, volleyball, and badminton 

championship, and running races for women 
aged 16 years and above. It aims to enhance the 
role of women in sports and to encourage com-
munity participation during the holy month 
of Ramadan. This was revealed during a press 
conference held yesterday afternoon at Educa-
tion City Stadium, in the presence of Abdullah 
al-Dosari, executive director of the Qatar Sports 
for All Federation, and Buthaina al-Khater, ac-
tivities and community participation special-
ist at Qatar Foundation, in addition to various 
media outlets. The Ramadan tournaments are 
the beginning of a series of initiatives aimed at 
empowering women in sports. “To achieve Qatar 
National Vision 2030 by promoting the strategy 
of practising sports for all,“ said al-Dosari. 

Abdullah al-Dosari said during the conference 
that the Federation seeks to organise the largest 
possible number of sports events, and increase 
the number of participants in them. Al-Dosari 
stressed that the sports for all events come as a 
continuation of the most important goal of the 
National Sports Day. The matches will include 
football, volleyball, badminton, and will be held 
during Ramadan evenings from 9:30pm until 
12.30am in two halves, each lasting 15 minutes. 

Prizes will be distributed to the winners of the 
fi rst three places. 

Al-Dosari pointed out that registration for 
the championships for women will be available 
to women aged 16 and above, through the Qatar 
Sports for All Federation application, and the 
last date for registration will be February 25. The 
tournament draw will be held on February 26. Al-
Dosari has extended an invitation to participate 
in the championships, regardless of skill levels, 
as the various events aim to enhance sports and 
community interaction. 

Buthaina al-Khater, said that we will co-op-
erate with the Qatar Sports for All Federation to 
present distinguished Ramadan tournaments 
that will receive wide acceptance and participa-
tion from all age groups of women accompanied 
by their children.

Participants in the press conference at Education City Stadium.

The Ministry of Culture’s Qatar Media Center (QMC) announced yesterday the launch of a training programme 
tailored for the elderly. Due to kick off  Jan 20, in collaboration with the Center for Empowerment and Care of the 
Elderly (Ehsan), the programme features a series of workshops on mobile photography, TV appearance, public 
speaking and dealing with mobile apps. QMC Director Iman al-Kaabi said the programme comes within the 
framework of the QMC’s keenness to provide what can contribute to achieving enjoyment and benefit for the elderly, 
and for the programme to be part of the centre’s message in consolidating the relationship with the elderly. (QNA)

Qatar Media Center launches training programme for the elderly

The Research and 
Development Centre 
at the Public Works 
Authority (Ashghal) 
has hosted a group 
of students from 
Qatar University. The 
visit, according to an 
X post by Ashghal, 
included a presentation 
about the centre’s 
role in monitoring 
the implementation 
of safety and 
environmental 
requirements in 
projects. Additionally, 
the students were given 
a field tour of Ashghal’s 
laboratories to learn 
about the mechanisms 
of testing and scientific 
experiments.

QU students visit Ashghal’s R&D Centre
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Lebanon’s Nawaf 
Salam to be 
designated PM
Reuters 
Beirut 

Lebanese President Joseph 
Aoun summoned Nawaf 
Salam, head of the Inter-

national Court of Justice, to des-
ignate him prime minister after 
most lawmakers nominated him 
yesterday.

The choice of Salam under-
lined the major shift in the power 
balance among Lebanon’s sec-
tarian factions since the Hezbol-
lah group was pummelled in a 
war with Israel last year, and its 
Syrian ally Bashar al-Assad was 
toppled.

The presidency said Salam, 
currently outside the country 
and due to return today, had se-
cured the backing of 84 out of 
parliament’s 128 lawmakers, and 
Aoun had summoned him to as-
sign him to form the govern-
ment.

Salam won backing from 
Christian and Druze factions, 
and other prominent MPs, in-
cluding Hezbollah allies and op-
ponents of the group who have 
long demanded it give up its 
powerful arsenal, arguing it has 
undermined the state.

But lawmakers from Hezbol-
lah and its ally the Amal Move-
ment, which hold all the seats 
reserved for the community in 
parliament, did not name any-
body, indicating they currently 
do not intend to participate in 
Salam’s government and raising 
the prospect of a sectarian rift if 
they remain outside cabinet.

Senior Hezbollah lawmaker 
Mohammed Raad, whose group 
had wanted incumbent Najib 
Mikati to stay in the post, said 
Hezbollah’s opponents were 
working for fragmentation and 
exclusion. He said the group had 

“extended its hand” by electing 
Joseph Aoun as president last 
week only to fi nd the “hand cut”.

“Any government at odds 
with coexistence has no legiti-
macy whatsoever,” Raad said. 
The group would act calmly and 
wisely “out of concern for the 
national interest”, he added.

Last week’s election of army 
commander General Aoun, who 
enjoys the support of the United 
States and Saudi Arabia, was an-
other sign of shifts in the politi-
cal landscape, in which Hezbol-
lah had long held decisive sway.

Aoun’s election and the desig-
nation of a new premier are steps 
towards reviving Lebanese gov-
ernment institutions which have 
been paralysed for more than two 
years, with the country having 
neither a head of state nor a fully 
empowered cabinet.

Faisal Karami, a lawmaker 
aligned with the group, said he 
had nominated Salam, citing de-
mands for “change and renewal” 
and pledges of Arab and interna-
tional support for Lebanon.

Christian lawmaker Gebran 

Bassil said Salam was the “face 
of reform”. “Hope is in change,” 
he said.

The new administration faces 
huge tasks including rebuilding 
areas levelled by Israeli air strikes 
during the war with Hezbollah, 
and launching long-stalled re-
forms to revive the economy and 
address the root causes of the 
collapse of Lebanon’s fi nancial 
system in 2019.

Aoun said he hoped for a 
smooth and fast government 
formation because “we have 
great opportunities abroad”, a 
reference to pledges of foreign 
support.

Lebanon has a sectarian pow-
er-sharing system, which parcels 
out state positions on the basis of 
religious affi  liation. The presi-
dency goes to a Maronite Chris-
tian.

Hezbollah lawmakers attend-
ed their meeting with Aoun later 
than scheduled, delaying their 
arrival as they saw the momen-
tum building behind Salam.

Hezbollah believed a political 
understanding had been reached 
on Mikati’s election before the 
group agreed to elect Aoun last 
week, the source said.

Salam took over the presi-
dency of the ICJ, which is based 
in The Hague, as it held its fi rst 
hearing in 2024 on a case fi led 
by South Africa accusing Israel 
of genocide in the Gaza Strip, 
which Israel has dismissed as 
baseless.

Aoun, in his former role as 
commander of the US-backed 
army, played a critical role in 
the implementation of a US-
brokered ceasefi re deal between 
Israel and Hezbollah.

The terms require the Leba-
nese army to deploy into south 
Lebanon as Israeli troops and 
Hezbollah withdraw forces.

Norway to host talks on 
Mideast two-state solution
AFP 
Oslo 

Dozens of countries will 
send delegates to Norway 
tomorrow as part of a glo-

bal alliance aiming to fi nd a two-
state solution to the Israeli-Pales-
tinian confl ict, Norway’s foreign 
ministry said yesterday.

Palestinian Prime Minister Mo-
hammed Mustafa, the head of the 
UN’s Palestinian refugee agency 
UNRWA Philippe Lazzarini, and 
UN envoy to the Middle East Tor 
Wennesland are among those due 
to attend.

It will be the third meeting of 
the Global Alliance for the Im-
plementation of the Two-State 

Solution, whose creation was 
announced in September on the 
sidelines of the UN General As-
sembly in New York.

“While we must continue to 
work for an end to the war (in 
Gaza), we must also work for a 
lasting solution to the confl ict 
that guarantees self-determina-
tion, security and justice for both 
the Palestinians and the Israelis,” 
Norway’s Foreign Minister Espen 
Barth Eide said in a statement.

“There is broad support for a 
two-state solution, but the inter-
national community must do more 
to make it a reality.” Representa-
tives of more than 80 countries 
and organisations are expected to 
take part in the meeting, though 
no offi  cial Israeli delegation has 

been announced. Israel was an-
gered when several countries — 
including Norway — decided to 
recognise the Palestinian state.

The war in Gaza, sparked by the 
Palestinian Hamas group’s storm-
ing of Israel in October 2023, has 
revived discussions of a two-state 
solution.

Analysts say however the pos-
sibility remains more remote than 
ever, with Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu - fi rmly 
backed by US President-elect 
Donald Trump - vehemently op-
posed to the creation of a Pales-
tinian state.

The fi rst two meetings of the 
global alliance were held in Saudi 
Arabia in late October and in Brus-
sels in late November.

Russia, Iran to sign ‘comprehensive 
strategic partnership’ treaty on Jan 17

AFP
Moscow

Russia and Iran will sign a 
“comprehensive strate-
gic partnership” treaty on 

Friday during a visit to Russia by 
Iranian President Masoud Pezesh-
kian, the Kremlin said yesterday.

Raising concerns in the West, 
Moscow and Tehran have boosted 
their military and political co-
operation amid Russia’s full-scale 
military off ensive on Ukraine and 
confl ict in the Middle East.

“On January 17, Vladimir Putin 
will hold talks with the President 
of Iran Masoud Pezeshkian, who 
will come to Russia on an offi  cial 
visit,” the Kremlin said.

Alongside signing the agree-
ment, the two leaders will discuss 
“prospects for the further expan-
sion of bilateral co-operation, in-

cluding in trade and investment, 
transport and logistics and the 
humanitarian sphere, as well as 
topical issues on the regional and 
international agenda,” the Kremlin 
said.

Both Russia and Iran are under 
heavy Western sanctions that in-
clude restrictions on their vital 
energy industries.

Putin signed a similarly named 
treaty with North Korea last year, 
further strengthening his alliance 
with Pyongyang. 

Under that agreement, both 
sides commit to provide military 
assistance in case the other is in-
vaded or attacked.

North Korea has since sent 
thousands of soldiers to fi ght 
against Ukrainian troops in Rus-
sia’s western Kursk region, hun-
dreds of whom have been killed 
or wounded, according to South 
Korean, Ukrainian and Western 

intelligence.The West and Ukraine 
have also long accused North Ko-
rea of sending millions of artillery 
shells and missile components to 
Russia. At a summit of the Brics 
group in Kazan last year, Putin 
told Pezeshkian he valued “truly 
friendly and constructive ties” 
between Russia and Iran.

Ukraine and the West say Iran 
has supplied Russia with self-
detonating “Shahed” drones that 
it fi res on Ukraine in nightly bar-
rages.

Pezeshkian’s visit to Russia 
comes just days before US Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump comes 
to power. Trump is seeking a 
rapid end to both the confl icts in 
Ukraine and the Middle East.

It also comes a month after a 
rebel off ensive overthrew Syrian 
leader Bashar al-Assad - who was 
heavily supported by both Mos-
cow and Tehran.

File photo of Nawaf Salam.

UAE set to reopen embassy in Lebanon
A high-level United Arab Emirates delegation was 
in Lebanon yesterday to make arrangements for 
the reopening of the Gulf state’s embassy in Beirut 
after more than three years, state news agency WAM 
reported. The UAE withdrew its diplomats from 
Lebanon and closed the embassy in October 2021, 
Reuters reported from Dubai/Beirut. The delegation 
arrived on Sunday, a day after UAE President Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan and newly elected 
Lebanese President Joseph Aoun agreed to take the 
necessary steps to reopen the embassy.
“The reopening reflects the UAE’s keenness to 

support stability and development in Lebanon, 
and its steadfast commitment to providing 
comprehensive support to the Lebanese people 
across various sectors,” the UAE foreign ministry 
said.
Aoun has said that countries including the UAE and 
Saudi Arabia are open to re-establishing diplomatic 
ties, Lebanese deputy parliament speaker Elias Bou 
Saab said in a televised speech.
“The UAE will reopen its embassy very soon... thus 
there is hope for us to start a new page in Lebanon,” 
Bou Saab said.

Footage shows dozens of dead miners trapped after raid

Reuters
Johannesburg

At least 400 illegal miners 
remained trapped under-
ground in South Africa 

two months after a police raid, a 
group working on behalf of the 
miners said yesterday, which 
provided footage of dozens of 
dead bodies and emaciated men 
in the mine.

A spokesperson for the South 
Africa Police Service (SAPS) did 
not respond to a request for com-
ment. Makhosonke Buthelezi, 
spokesperson for the Depart-
ment of Mineral Resources and 
Energy, said bodies had been re-
trieved from the mine but said no 
further details could be divulged 
ahead of an offi  cial report.

The two videos, which Reuters 
verifi ed, were obtained by South 
African miners’ rights group 
Mining Aff ected Communities 
United in Action (MACUA) yes-
terday. They received them from 

miners emerging from the gold 
mine in North West Province on 
Jan 10, when a pulley was restored 
to the bottom of the cavern.

A Reuters reporter counted 
what looked like three dozen 
bodies in the footage. Reuters 
could not independently confi rm 
that the body-shaped objects 
wrapped in plastic at the bottom 
of the mine shaft were corpses.

The fi rst fi lm reportedly 
showed piles of miners’ bod-

ies wrapped in sacks and plas-
tic, while living miners who are 
still stuck underground pleaded 
for help. A second video showed 
shirtless miners looking emaci-
ated, with their ribs protruding.

Police said they blocked min-
ers’ supplies of food and water 
to force them out and arrest 
them for illegally entering the 
abandoned mine in search of 
leftover gold - part of a crack-
down on illegal mining that has 

plagued South Africa for dec-
ades.

MACUA spokesperson Mag-
nifi cent Mndebele said there are 
more than 400 miners still wait-
ing to be rescued two months af-
ter a standoff  with South African 
police. Mndebele said someone 
had destroyed a pulley system 
which was used for lowering 
supplies to the miners — and en-
abling them to get out, but MAC-
UA restored it on Jan 9.

“The shaft is two kilometres 
deep. It’s impossible for people to 
climb up,” Mndebele said.

South African authorities are 
currently at the mine with ma-
chinery, preparing for a planned 
rescue this week, Buthelezi con-
fi rmed.

“The pulley system was put in 
place by community members, 
but it has been replaced with 
machinery used by mine rescue 
services,” he said. “The mine res-
cue services were contracted by 
the department Department of 
Mineral Resources and Energy.”

Tropical storm Dikeledi 
hits Mozambique
AFP
Johannesburg

Tropical storm Dikeledi 
slammed into northern 
Mozambique yesterday af-

ter leaving at least three people 
dead in Madagascar and trigger-
ing fl oods in the French territory 
of Mayotte.

The storm intensifi ed as it 
reached Mozambique’s coastal 
Nampula region, bringing de-
structive winds and torrential 
rains, according to French weather 
administration Meteo-France.

At least 120 people were killed in 
northern Mozambique in Decem-
ber when Cyclone Chido struck, 
after taking at least 39 lives in 
Mayotte where it injured more 
than 5,600 people and caused co-
lossal damage.

Mozambique’s National Insti-
tute of Meteorology (INAM) is-
sued fl ood warnings for Dikeledi 
with forecasts of up to 200 milli-
metres of rainfall in 24 hours and 
wind gusts of up to 180 kilometres 
(110 miles) per hour.

President Filipe Nyusi urged 
residents in the path of the storm 
to take precautions including 
finding shelter and stocking up 
on food and water.

“Go immediately to a safe 
shelter and stay there until the 
authorities give you further in-
structions,” he said during the 
opening of parliament in the 
capital Maputo.

At least three people were 
killed in Madagascar when 
Dikeledi hit the island nation at 
the weekend, the National Office 
for Risk and Disaster Manage-
ment said on Sunday.

Rescuers and South African Police Service (SAPS) off icers carry 
remains in blue body bags during a rescue operation to retrieve illegal 
miners from an abandoned gold shaft in Stilfontein, yesterday.

Tanzanian activist released after 
being ‘kidnapped’ in Nairobi
Reuters
Nairobi

A prominent Tanzanian ac-
tivist has been released 
after being “kidnapped” 

on Sunday by three armed men 
on the streets of Kenya’s capital 
Nairobi, her husband said, ac-
cusing Tanzania’s national intel-
ligence service of responsibility.

Maria Sarungi Tsehai, a hu-
man rights defender critical of 
Tanzanian President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan, was kidnapped by 

three armed men and taken into 
a black car in the Kilimani neigh-
bourhood on Sunday afternoon, 
Amnesty International said.

“I am now safe, many thanks to 
everyone,” Sarungi Tsehai wrote 
on X several hours later.

Her brief detention comes as the 
governments of both Tanzania and 
Kenya stand accused of abduct-
ing critics. Sarungi Tsehai’s hus-
band David Tsehai said the couple 
sought refuge in Nairobi four years 
ago after fl eeing Tanzania.

“It was the scariest moment 
of my life,” he said in a video clip 

shared by the Law Society of 
Kenya late on Sunday.

“There is no doubt in my mind 
(it is) the thugs of the Tanzania 
Information and Security Serv-
ices (TISS) who are behind this.”

Spokespersons for Tanzania’s 
government and TISS did not 
immediately respond to Reuters’ 
request for comment. Kenya’s 
police spokesperson also did not 
respond to a request for com-
ment. President Hassan ordered 
an investigation into the abduc-
tions last year, when several gov-
ernment critics were abducted 
and injured or killed by unknown 
people, in a pattern by which, 
rights groups say, the govern-
ment targets opponents in the 
run-up to national elections ex-
pected later this year.

Amnesty International re-
searcher Roland Ebole said 
Sarungi Tsehai’s abduction was 
another example of “transna-
tional repression that is happen-
ing on Kenyan soil,” accusations 
Kenyan authorities deny.

Tanzanian journalist and Human Rights activist Maria Sarungi Tsehai 
(right) gives a press conference flanked by Law Society of Kenya 
Council Member Gloria Kimani in Nairobi, yesterday.

Militants kill at least 40 farmers 
in Nigeria’s northeastern Borno state

Reuters
Maiduguri

Suspected militants killed 40 
farmers in an attack on the 
Dumba community in Ni-

geria’s northeastern Borno State 
on Sunday, a senior state offi  cial 
said yesterday.

The militants were believed 
to belong to the armed group 
Boko Haram and its off shoot Is-
lamic State West Africa Province 
(ISWAP), who have been waging 

a deadly insurgency in northeast 
Nigeria since 2009 that has dis-
placed millions and killed thou-
sands, with Borno at its epicentre.

Sunday’s attack comes amid a 
worsening food crisis in Borno, 
exacerbated by fl ooding in Sep-
tember and years of insecurity and 
displacement caused by the insur-
gency.

Initial reports indicate the 
farmers strayed outside a secu-
rity corridor set up by the military, 
venturing into an area known for 
insurgent activity and strewn with 

landmines, Usman Tar, commis-
sioner of information said.

Security forced were looking for 
any farmers who had escaped the 
attack, Tar added.

Borno Governor Babagana Zu-
lum condemned the attack in a 
statement, calling on the military 
to “track and deal decisively with 
the perpetrators”

He said the attack will be in-
vestigated and asked farmers and 
fi shermen in the area to operate 
within the safe corridors demar-
cated by the military.
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Commuters cross London Bridge on a cold morning, in London, Britain.

London rush hour
Relative of Jack the Ripper victim demands new inquest

A descendant of one of Jack 
the Ripper’s victims has 
demanded a new inquest 

into one of history’s most notori-
ous serial killers, after DNA evi-
dence suggested the murderer was 
a Polish barber. The true identity of 
Jack the Ripper, whose grisly mur-
ders terrorised the murky slums 
of Whitechapel in east London in 
1888, has been a mystery ever since.

There have been dozens of sus-
pects, from royalty and prime 
ministers down to bootmakers. 
After extracting DNA from a shawl 
recovered from the scene of one of 
the killings, Jack the Ripper sleuth 
Russell Edwards claimed in 2014 
that the murderer was Aaron Ko-
sminski, an emigre from Poland, 
who worked as a barber.

The story goes that the shawl 
came from the murder scene of 
the Ripper’s fourth victim, Cath-
erine Eddowes, on September 30, 
1888. At Edwards’ request, Doctor 
Jari Louhelainen, a senior lecturer 
at Liverpool John Moores Univer-
sity, isolated seven small segments 
of DNA from blood stains on the 
shawl. They were matched with the 

DNA of Karen Miller, a direct de-
scendant of Eddowes, confi rming 
her blood was on the shawl.

DNA from semen stains on the 
garment were matched with a de-
scendant of Kosminski. Edwards 
has demanded an inquest into the 
unsolved killing, saying the DNA 
evidence warrants it. 

Miller backed the call in an inter-
view with the Daily Mail published 
on Monday. “The name Jack the 
Ripper has become sensational-
ised. It has gone down in history 
as this famous character,” she told 
the paper. “People have forgot-
ten about the victims, who did not 
have justice at the time. Now we 
need this inquest to legally name 
the killer.

Some have cast doubt on Ed-
wards’ fi ndings. The research has 
not been published in a peer-re-
viewed scientifi c journal, meaning 
the claims cannot be independ-
ently verifi ed or the methodology 
scrutinised. Under the law, it is up 
to the Attorney General to approve 
a further inquest. Two years ago, 
then the Attorney General, Michael 
Ellis, refused the request, saying 

there was not suffi  cient new evi-
dence. Miller said on Monday the 
time was right to reopen the case.

“It would mean a lot to me, to my 
family, to a lot of people to fi nally 
have this crime solved,” she added.

Kosminski was born in Klodawa 
in central Poland on September 11, 
1865. His family fl ed the imperial 
Russian anti-Jewish pogroms and 
emigrated to east London in the 
early 1880s. 

He lived close to the murder 
scenes. Some reports say he was 
taken in by the police to be identi-
fi ed by a witness who had seen him 
with one of the victims.

Although a positive identifi ca-
tion was made, the witness refused 
to give incriminating evidence, 
meaning the police had little op-
tion but to release Kosminski. He 
entered a workhouse in 1889, where 
he was described on admission as 
“destitute”. 

He was discharged later that year 
but soon ended up in a mental asy-
lum. He died from gangrene in an 
asylum on March 24, 1919, and was 
buried three days later at East Ham 
Cemetery in east London. (AFP)

Starmer plans to make  
Britain AI ‘superpower’
 Starmer 
emphasises UK’s 
pro-growth, 
pro-innovation 
AI regulation 
approach
Public data to be 
accessible via 
National Data 
Library
Labour’s high 
tax budget 
impacts business 
confidence, 
economic growth

Reuters
London

British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer said he wanted to 
make the UK an artifi cial 

intelligence (AI) “superpower”, 
promising to take a pro-innovation 
approach to regulation, make pub-
lic data available to researchers and 
create zones for data centres. 

Starmer, whose Labour gov-
ernment is expected to have little 
choice but to cut spending after 
borrowing costs jumped, said he 
wanted to put AI at the heart of his 
ambition to grow the economy.

The government says the tech-
nology could increase productiv-
ity by 1.5% a year, worth an extra 
£47bn ($57 billion), annually over 
a decade. “Britain will be one of 
the great AI superpowers,” he said 
on Monday at University College 
London, noting that the country 
was already the European leader 

for AI investment. “We’re going to 
make the breakthroughs, we’re go-
ing to create the wealth, and we’re 
going to make AI work for everyone 
in our country.”

Countries across the world are 
competing to become AI hubs, 
while balancing the push for 
growth with the need for some re-
strictions on the technology. The 
world’s sixth-largest economy, 
Britain is only behind the United 
States and China, when measured 
by indicators such as AI invest-
ment and patents, according to 
Stanford University.

Starmer said Britain would 
chart a “pro-growth and pro-in-
novation” course on regulation. “I 
know there are diff erent approach-

es around the world but we are now 
in control of our regulatory regime 
so we will go our own way on this,” 
he said, referring to Britain’s de-
parture from the European Union 
in 2020. “We will test and under-
stand AI before we regulate it to 
make sure that when we do it, it’s 
proportionate and grounded.”

Britain would put public data, 
such as information from its state 
health service, into a “National 
Data Library”, where it would be 
accessible to researchers subject 
to trusted copyright rules, he said. 
The government would also adopt 
all the 50 recommendations set 
out in the report “AI Opportunities 
Action Plan” by venture capitalist 
Matt Cliff ord, Starmer said. This 

includes making it easier to build 
data centres by accelerating plan-
ning permission and giving them 
energy connections. The fi rst such 
centre will be built in Culham, Ox-
fordshire, home to Britain’s Atomic 
Energy Authority. Britain’s econo-
my badly needs fresh momentum 
after Labour government’s highest 
tax-raising budget since 1993 has 
dented business confi dence and 
the Bank of England estimated last 
month that the economy did not 
grow in the last quarter. 

Starmer said AI had the power 
to transform the lives of people, 
including speeding up planning 
consultations, helping small busi-
nesses, and reducing bureaucratic 
burdens for doctors and teachers.

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer speaks with researchers and professors during a visit to the 
Manufacturing Futures Lab at University College London, in London, as he prepares to launch a plan to harness 
AI to spur growth and eff iciency in the country.

King 
Charles 
set to visit 
Poland for 
Auschwitz 
anniversary

Reuters
London

Britain’s King Charles will 
visit Poland later this 
month to attend com-

memorations marking the 80th 
anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz, the largest Nazi 
death camp in World War II. 
Buckingham Palace said in a 
statement yesterday Charles 
would attend a commemora-
tion service on Jan 27 at Po-
land’s Auschwitz-Birkenau 
Museum and Memorial, which 
preserves the death camp set 
up on Polish soil by Nazi Ger-
many.

More than 1.1mn people, 
most of them Jews, perished in 
gas chambers at the camp or 
from starvation, cold and dis-
ease. While in Poland, Charles 
will meet members of the lo-
cal community in Krakow and 
President Andrzej Duda, Buck-
ingham Palace said. It will be 
Charles’ fi fth visit to the coun-
try. Ahead of that trip, Charles 
was due to host at Buckingham 
Palace on Monday three organ-
isations dedicated to educat-
ing future generations about 
the Holocaust and to meet a 
94-year-old who survived 
concentration camps. 

The king will light a can-
dle in tribute to those killed in 
the Holocaust and more re-
cent genocides, and will view 
a demonstration of a new AI-
powered platform that allows 
students to ask Holocaust sur-
vivors about their experiences. 
Monday’s event will end with a 
musical performance inspired 
by the testimony of British sur-
vivors of the Holocaust.

Rahul Gandhi (centre), leader of the Indian National Congress party, gestures towards the crowd during a 
campaign rally ahead of the Delhi legislative assembly elections (Feb 5) in New Delhi yesterday.

Delhi campaign rally

South Korea’s 
impeached 
president gets 
a pay rise
AFP
Seoul

Suspended South Korean 
President Yoon Suk-yeol 
will receive a scheduled 

pay rise, offi  cial documents 
showed yesterday, despite an 
impeachment trial and investi-
gation into his ill-fated martial 
law declaration. 

Yoon suspended civilian rule 
on December 3, sending soldiers 
into parliament and plunging 
South Korea into its worst po-
litical crisis in decades. He was 
forced to backtrack hours later.

He has been impeached by 
lawmakers and is awaiting a fi nal 
Constitutional Court ruling that 
could fi nalise his removal from 
offi  ce, while separately facing an 
insurrection probe with inves-
tigators seeking to detain him 
for questioning. However, Yoon 
was given a raise, according to 
the civil servant salary table for 
2025, even as he remains holed 
up in the presidential residence 
using his security detail to resist 
arrest.

The document from the 
Ministry of Personnel Manage-
ment, seen by AFP on Monday, 
indicates Yoon’s salary will rise 
to 262.6mn won ($178,400) - a 
three percent raise compared 
with last year. Yoon is only sus-
pended from duty because the 
impeachment motion is still 
being deliberated by the Con-
stitutional Court, so he retains 
his status as president and will 
be able to receive his salary and 
security benefi ts.

His successor as acting 
president, Prime Minister Han 
Duck-soo, who was himself im-
peached and is now suspended 
from offi  ce, will also receive a 
salary raise of three percent to 
203.5mn ($138,350). “It makes 
my blood boil. He’s (Yoon) get-
ting paid for doing nothing,” one 
user wrote in a post on social 
media platform X that quickly 
went viral.

Modi opens strategic tunnel 
to China border zones

AFP
Srinagar

Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi inaugurated a strategic 
Himalayan road tunnel yester-

day, pushing all-weather access 
northwards towards contested 
high-altitude border zones with 
rivals China and Pakistan. The Z-
Morh or Sonmarg tunnel, stretch-
ing 6.4km beneath a treacherous 
mountain pass cut off  by snow for 
between four to six months a year, 
is part of a wider infrastructure 
drive in border zones.

It helps connect Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir with Ladakh, 
acting as a stepping stone in open-
ing the Srinagar-Leh Highway all 
year round to allow rapid deploy-
ment of military supplies. “With 
the opening of the tunnel here, 
connectivity will signifi cantly im-
prove,” Modi said, wrapped in a 
jacket from the freezing cold after 
cutting the ribbon on the $313mn 
project that has taken a decade to 
construct.

India and China, the world’s two 
most populous nations, are intense 
rivals competing for strategic in-
fl uence across South Asia, and 
their 3,500km shared frontier has 
been a perennial source of tension. 

Their troops clashed in 2020, kill-
ing at least 20 Indian and four Chi-
nese soldiers, and forces from both 
sides today face off  across con-
tested high-altitude borderlands. 
Beijing and New Delhi agreed in 
October on patrols in disputed 
areas, shortly before a rare formal 
meeting - the fi rst in fi ve years - 
between Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping and Modi.

Another tunnel on the same 
route, the 13km long Zojila tun-
nel, is more than halfway com-
pleted and slated to open in 2026, 
according to the information 
ministry. The Z-Morh tunnel was 
the site of an attack in October in 
which gunmen killed seven work-
ers, part of the decades-long in-
surgency in disputed Kashmir. 
Muslim-majority Kashmir has 
been divided between India and 
Pakistan since their independ-
ence from British rule in 1947, 
and both claim the Himalayan 
territory in full.

Rebel groups demand inde-
pendence for Kashmir or its merg-
er with Pakistan. India has also 
built a $3.9bn railway line con-
necting the lowland plains with 
Kashmir for the fi rst time, includ-
ing the construction of the Chenab 
Rail Bridge, the highest of its kind 
in the world.

Philippine sect gathers to oppose impeachment of VP Sara Duterte
More than a million members 
of an influential religious sect 
gathered in the Philippine capital 
yesterday, police said, opposing 
steps to unseat Vice-President Sara 
Duterte. Crowds wearing white 
shirts and carrying banners calling 
for unity flocked to Manila’s Quirino 
Grandstand for the “national 
rally for peace”, organised by 

the conservative Iglesia ni Cristo 
(Church of Christ). The powerful 
sect opposes moves to impeach 
Duterte, a former ally of President 
Ferdinand Marcos, in the House of 
Representatives. 
“There are many more things 
which our citizens need that must 
be attended to. These will not be 
achieved if all we see taking place 

is conflict,” church spokesman 
Edwil Zabala said ahead of the 
rally. Schools, government off ices 
and major roads were closed for 
the event, as police estimated 
1.6mn people had gathered at the 
grandstand. 
More than 5,000 off icers have 
been deployed, regional police 
spokeswoman Myrna Diploma 

told AFP. Duterte is facing three 
impeachment cases, which accuse 
her of misusing millions of dollars in 
public funds and of plotting to have 
Marcos assassinated. 
She has denied the allegations. 
Marcos’s executive secretary, Lucas 
Bersamin, described yesterday’s 
rally as “part of the national 
conversation”.

6.8-magnitude 
quake prompts 
Japan tsunami 
alert

A 6.8-magnitude earthquake 
struck off  southwestern Japan 
late yesterday, causing small 
tsunamis in the area but no 
major damage was reported. 
The quake was detected around 
18km off  the Kyushu region 
around 9:19pm, according to 
the US Geological Survey. The 
Japan Meteorological Agency 
(JMA) initially warned of possible 
tsunami waves of up to 1m (three 
feet) high and urged people to 
stay away from coastal waters. 
However, several smaller 
tsunamis of only around 20cm 
were detected at ports in the 
region, the weather agency said. 



Flight data and cockpit voice 
recorders on the Jeju Air jet 
that crashed on December 
29, killing 179 people, 

stopped recording about four 
minutes before it crashed, South 
Korea’s transport ministry said on 
Saturday.

Here are some details on black 
boxes and moves to improve them.

What are black boxes?
They are not actually black but 

high-visibility orange. Experts 
disagree how the nickname 
originated but it has become 
synonymous with the quest for 
answers when planes crash.

Many historians attribute their 
invention to Australian scientist 
David Warren in the 1950s. They 
have evolved from early devices 
using wire, foil or magnetic tape to 
digital chips inside bright metallic 
casings. They are mandatory and 
the aim is to preserve clues from 
cockpit sounds and data to help 
prevent future accidents, but not 
to determine any civil or criminal 
liability. There are two recorders: a 
Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR) for 
pilot voices or cockpit sounds and a 
separate Flight Data Recorder (FDR).

In broad terms, investigators say 

the FDR helps them analyse what 
happened and the CVR can - but 
not always - start to explain why. 
But experts caution that no two 
probes are the same and virtually all 
accidents involve multiple factors.

How big are they?
They weigh about 10 pounds (4.5 

kilos) and contain four main parts:
• a chassis or interface designed 

to fi x the device and facilitate 
recording and playback

• an underwater locator beacon
• the core housing or ‘Crash 

Survivable Memory Unit’ made of 
stainless steel or titanium and able 
to withstand forces equivalent to 
3,400 times the feeling of gravity

• this housing contains the 
recording media which nowadays 
are fi nger-nail sized chips on 
circuit boards.

How are recorders handled?
Technicians peel away protective 

material and carefully clean 
connections to make sure they 
do not accidentally erase data. 
The audio or data fi le must be 
downloaded and copied. The data 
must be decoded from raw fi les 
before being turned into graphs.

How much information is 
available?

The capacity of fl ight recorders 
has been debated for years as 
authorities weigh improvements 
against the cost and the risk of 
inadvertently creating other 
problems, such as drawing power 
from other systems needed in an 
emergency. Cockpit monitoring has 
also been a sensitive topic with pilot 
unions. FDRs must record at least 
88 essential parameters but modern 

systems can typically track 1,000 or 
more additional signals.

The CVR usually contains two 
hours of recordings on a loop but 
this is being extended to 25 hours.

Implementing such regulatory 
changes can take years.

A spate of accidents in which 
recorders stopped working when 
onboard electrical power was lost, 
including an Egyptair fl ight from 
New York to Cairo in 1999, led 
the US National Transportation 
Safety Board to recommend 
enough backup power to provide 
10 minutes of extra recording. The 
Federal Aviation Administration 
proposed the change in 2005 and 
it was adopted for new planes 
delivered from 2010, eight months 
after the 737-800 involved in 
the Jeju crash left the Boeing 
factory, according to data from 
FlightRadar24. Pressure to lengthen 
the loop of voice data to 25 hours to 
refl ect trans-oceanic fl ights began 
with French recommendations 
following the crash of Air France 
447 in 2009, and accelerated after 
the disappearance of Malaysia’s 
MH370 in 2014. 

Last year, the US Federal Aviation 
Administration Reauthorization 
Act included the 25-hour 
requirement for cockpit voice 
recorders, echoing previous 
decisions in Europe. - Reuters

The US Supreme Court 
justices on Friday 
expressed scepticism 
about a challenge from 

TikTok and its Chinese parent 
company ByteDance against a law 
signed by President Joe Biden, 
which would force the sale or ban 
of the popular short-video app by 
January 19 in the United States.

Some of the justices seemed to 
acknowledge Congress’ national 
security concerns over TikTok, 
given its ownership by what 
lawmakers deemed a foreign 
adversary.

Here’s what could happen on 
January 19.

What happens to the app? 
New users will not be able to 

download TikTok from app stores 
and existing users will not be able 
to update the app, because the law 
prohibits any entity from facilitating 
the download or maintenance of the 
TikTok application. In a December 
13 letter, US lawmakers told Apple 
and Alphabet’s Google, which 
operate the two main mobile app 
stores, that they must be ready to 
remove TikTok from their stores on 
January 19.

Cloud service provider Oracle 
could see some disruption to its 
work with TikTok. Oracle hosts 
TikTok’s US user data on its servers, 
reviews the app’s source code and 
delivers the app to the app stores.

Google declined to comment, 
while Oracle and Apple did not 
respond to requests for comment.

How will users be aff ected?
TikTok’s 170mn users in the 

US will likely still be able to use 
the app because it is already 
downloaded on their phones, 
experts say. But over time, 
without software and security 

updates, the app will become 
unusable.

Some users have begun posting 
TikTok videos instructing others 
on how to use virtual private 
networks (VPNs), which mask an 
Internet user’s location, as a way to 
circumvent the possible ban.

Content creators who have 
built businesses from their TikTok 
followings are preparing for the 
worst. Nadya Okamoto, who has 
4.1mn followers and founded 
August, a menstrual products 
brand, said TikTok helped her 
business grow organically through 
viral videos. A TikTok ban could 
force her and other small businesses 
to spend more on marketing and 
raise their costs.

“It’s very stressful,” she said. “If 
TikTok goes away, we’ll be okay, but 
it is going to be a hard hit.”

What happens to TikTok’s 
employees?

TikTok’s 7,000 employees in 
the US are still trying to fi gure 
out their fate. After a US appeals 
court upheld the sell-or-ban 
law on December 6, pessimism 
spread among staff ers who began 

worrying about layoff s, said one 
current employee.

But the company has continued 
to make job off ers for new roles, 
prompting some confused job 
seekers to seek advice on Blind, an 
anonymous forum for employees to 
discuss companies.

One user posted on Blind 
that they received a job off er 
from ByteDance in San Jose, 
California, starting in February. 
Others commented on the post, 
counselling the user to accept the 
off er and use it as leverage in other 
interviews.

“I signed the off er and will 
wait and watch how the situation 
unfolds,” the user said in the 
Blind post.

What will advertisers do?
TikTok’s US ad revenue is 

expected to total $12.3bn in 
2024, according to research fi rm 
eMarketer, and while that is much 
smaller than Instagram owner 
Meta Platforms, advertisers say 
TikTok’s devoted user base means 
some brands will try to advertise 
beyond January 19.

“The ongoing assumption is the 

app might not be updatable, but 
you’ll see a groundswell of usage,” 
said Craig Atkinson, CEO of digital 
marketing agency Code3. The app’s 
e-commerce feature TikTok Shop, 
which lets users purchase products 
directly from videos, has no direct 
competitor that advertisers can 
easily switch to, Atkinson said, 
adding that his agency was signing 
new contracts with clients to build 
TikTok Shop campaigns even as of 
late December.

Some advertisers may continue 
spending beyond January 19 
on TikTok and reevaluate if 
the app sees declining usage or 
performance, said Jason Lee, 
executive vice-president of 
brand safety at media agency 
Horizon Media.

Are there potential buyers?
TikTok has repeatedly said it 

cannot be sold from ByteDance. 
That hasn’t deterred billionaire 
businessman Frank McCourt, a 
former owner of the Los Angeles 
Dodgers baseball team who said 
he has secured $20bn in verbal 
commitments from a consortium of 
investors to bid for TikTok.

McCourt has not yet spoken with 
ByteDance, but said he believes the 
Supreme Court will uphold the law 
requiring TikTok’s divestment, after 
which the parent company would 
be more open to sale discussions.

McCourt and his team have 
had “preliminary conversations” 
with members of the incoming 
administration of President-elect 
Donald Trump, who had tried 
to ban TikTok during his fi rst 
term in the White House but has 
since reversed his views, and are 
also seeking a CEO to lead the 
app. McCourt’s business plan for 
TikTok includes migrating the 
app onto open-source technology 
and earning revenue through 
e-commerce and licensing data for 
AI training. - Reuters

Austria’s far-right Freedom Party (FPO), which won September’s 
parliamentary election with 29% of the vote, is due to start coalition 
talks with the conservative People’s Party (OVP)  aimed at creating 
the country’s fi rst FPO-led government. The eurosceptic, Russia-
friendly FPO and the OVP overlap on immigration and taxation 
but clash on Russia and Ukraine. Below are areas that could prove 
straightforward and more challenging in their discussions.

The parties take a similarly hard line on immigration, to the point 
that the FPO has accused the OVP of copying its policies. The OVP, 
however, led the outgoing coalition government and the FPO says it 
can go even further.

Both have pledged to deploy more police at the border, replace 
cash payments for refugees with benefi ts in kind and deport Afghans 
and Syrians back to their home countries even though it is not 
currently considered safe and therefore legal. They also support 
setting up centres outside the EU where asylum-seekers’ claims 
would be processed.

Both have said their inspiration is Denmark, but Denmark has an 
opt-out from EU asylum policy, which Austria does not.

In 2022, Denmark agreed with Rwanda to explore setting up a 
system under which asylum seekers arriving in Denmark could be 
transferred there. That work was later put on hold and Denmark 
switched to trying to establish a similar system together with the EU 
or other EU member states.

Other FPO ideas may be harder for the OVP to accept, such as 
stripping naturalised Austrians of their citizenship if they commit a 
crime, or carrying out “pushbacks”, driving people seeking to enter 
Austria back into neighbouring countries by force, which is widely 
seen as illegal in the European Union.

The FPO wants to restrict 
social benefi ts to Austrian 
citizens, establish national 
preference for social 
housing, and deny all but 
basic medical care to asylum 
seekers, which could well be 
challenged in the courts if 
introduced.

The FPO opposes 
European Union aid to Kyiv 
and sanctions on Moscow 
over its invasion of Ukraine, 
arguing they violate 
Austria’s neutrality.

The OVP-led government 
says Austria’s military neutrality, which prevents it sending 
weapons, does not forbid taking sides politically. The OVP says 
Austria must support Ukraine. The FPO wants to scrap Austria’s 
participation in European countries’ planned Sky Shield missile 
defence system that includes neighbouring countries including 
Germany and Switzerland. The OVP supports the project. The OVP 
has demanded assurances from the FPO that it wants no Russian 
interference in Austria.

The FPO’s manifesto, published before Russian natural gas 
stopped fl owing to Austria by pipeline last week, says Russian gas 
“will continue to make an important contribution to our security of 
supply”. The OVP has backed switching to other sources entirely.

The FPO accuses national broadcaster ORF of being left-wing and 
trying to “indoctrinate” its viewers. It wants to scrap the compulsory 
levy that funds ORF and overhaul ORF to promote what it describes 
as objectivity. The OVP says it supports independent media but also 
wants to slim down ORF.

Both parties call for income tax cuts and oppose introducing 
new taxes. It is less clear how they would reduce Austria’s budget 
defi cit, which needs to be brought back within the EU’s limit of 3% 
of economic output.

Both say savings can be achieved by reducing bureaucracy and 
state spending, without providing many specifi cs.

The FPO has pledged to force banks to make their lending 
conditions more “fair” through measures like capping loans’ interest 
rates, lowering fees and extending maturities. That could prove 
diffi  cult for the pro-business OVP to accept.

Both parties defend what they see as the right to drive petrol-
fuelled cars and they oppose measures that would make that more 
expensive or diffi  cult.

The FPO calls for scrapping the existing carbon tax, opposes an 
EU ban on new petrol-fuelled cars being sold as of 2035, and wants 
to slash the tax on new petrol-fuelled cars.

It also wants to cap the price of fuel for trucks “in phases of 
particular infl ation”.
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What happens after TikTok ban?
By Sheila Dang

US, Chinese flags, TikTok logo and gavel are seen in this illustration 
taken last week. (Reuters)

Tests that Austria’s 
far-right faces 
in coalition talks

It is less clear how 
the the parties 
would reduce the 
budget defi cit, 
which needs to 
be brought back 
within the EU’s 
limit of 3% of 
economic output

How black boxes preserve vital clues
By Tim Hepher

The flight 
data recorder 
retrieved 
from Jeju 
Air flight 
2216 which 
crashed, 
killing 179 
people. 
(AFP)
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Fire-stricken LA on high alert over winds
Reuters
Los Angeles

Dangerously high winds 
were expected to return 
to Los Angeles yesterday, 

jeopardising eff orts to extinguish 
two massive wild fi res that have 
levelled whole neighbourhoods, 
destroyed thousands of buildings 
and claimed the lives of at least 
two dozen people.

Dry Santa Ana winds of up to 
50-70 miles per hour (80-112kph) 
were forecast to resume yesterday 
and persist through tomorrow, ac-
cording to the National Weather 
Service, which issued a “particu-
larly dangerous situation” red fl ag 
warning, the agency’s most seri-
ous fi re warning.

Fire crews were able to keep the 
fi res from spreading overnight and 
are preparing for increased winds 
in the days ahead, offi  cials said at a 
press conference yesterday morn-
ing.

“We are not in the clear,” Los 
Angeles City Fire Chief Kristin 
Crowley said. “We must not let 
our guard down, as we have right 
now extreme fi re behaviour.”

Offi  cials said the state was pre-
positioning fi refi ghting crews in 
vulnerable areas, including around 
the Palisades and Eaton fi res, the 
two largest blazes burning on ei-
ther side of Los Angeles. More 
than 8,500 fi refi ghting personnel 
are assigned to those two fi res.

Los Angeles County Fire Chief 
Anthony Marrone said fi refi ght-
ers were “absolutely better pre-
pared” for extreme winds this 
week, after the fi res grew rapidly 
last week following similar dire 
warnings from forecasters.

There are more personnel on 

the ground and additional fi re-
fi ghting aircraft in the air now, 
he said, though he acknowledged 
that nothing was guaranteed.

“We’re never sure that we’re 
going to be able to catch the next 
fi re and keep it small,” he said. 
“They said 70-mile-an-hour 
winds. It’s going to be very diffi  -

cult to contain that fi re.”
At least 24 people have died in 

the fi res that began last Tuesday, 
and more than 150,000 residents 
have been forced to fl ee their 
homes. More than two dozen peo-
ple are reported missing, authori-
ties said.

Deputies are fi nding human 

remains every day as they search 
through the burned-out parts of 
Altadena, where the Eaton fi re fi rst 
ignited, Los Angeles County Sher-
iff  Robert Luna said.

“It is a very grim task,” Luna 
said, adding that he expected the 
confi rmed death toll to rise in the 
days ahead.

The blazes have reduced entire 
neighbourhoods to smouldering 
ruins, leaving an apocalyptic land-
scape. California Governor Gavin 
Newsom has said the fi restorm 
could rank as the most devastating 
natural disaster in US history. Pri-
vate forecaster AccuWeather has 
estimated the damage and eco-
nomic loss at $135-150bn.

The return of high winds 
threatens the hard-won progress 
that crews have made in contain-
ing the fi res.

Together, the Palisades and Ea-
ton fi res have burned an area near-
ly the size of Washington, DC.

North of the city, the Hurst Fire 
was 89% contained, and three 
other fi res that had ravaged oth-
er parts of the county were now 

100% contained, the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection (Cal Fire) reported, 
though areas within the contain-
ment lines may still be burning.

Angelenos, even those far from 
the fi res, were urged to wear N95 
masks when outside due to the 
smoke.

City police and county sheriff ’s 
deputies have arrested dozens of 
people in recent days for violating 
curfews and evacuation orders, for 
burglary and shoplifting, for fl y-
ing unauthorised drones and in at 
least one case for impersonating a 
fi refi ghter, offi  cials said.

In anticipation of high winds 
returning yesterday, offi  cials have 
warned the entire Los Angeles 
County population of nearly 10mn 
to be ready to evacuate.

As of last morning, more than 
92,000 people in Los Angeles 
County were under an order to 
evacuate - down from a previous 
high of more than 150,000 - while 
another 89,000 faced evacuation 
warnings.

Active duty military personnel 

are ready to support the fi refi ght-
ing eff ort. FEMA Administrator 
Deanne Criswell told MSNBC yes-
terday that residents who are out 
of harm’s way can begin applying 
for federal assistance, and that 
agency staff ers are going to local 
shelters to help people get aid.

Firefi ghters from seven states, 
Canada and Mexico have already 
converged on the Los Angeles 
area to help fi re departments from 
around the state.

Burned properties following the Palisades Fire at the Pacific Palisades 
neighbourhood in Los Angeles yesterday. Right: Burnt fruits hang near a 
devastated home, as the Eaton Fire continues in Altadena. (Reuters)

300 N Korean soldiers killed 
fi ghting Ukraine, says Seoul
AFP
Seoul/Moscow

Around 300 North Korean 
soldiers have been killed 
and 2,700 wounded while 

fi ghting in Russia’s war against 
Ukraine, a South Korean lawmaker 
said yesterday, citing information 
from Seoul’s spy agency.

Seoul has previously claimed 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
has sent more than 10,000 sol-
diers as “cannon fodder” to help 
Moscow fi ght Kyiv, in return for 
Russian technical assistance for 
Pyongyang’s heavily sanctioned 
weapons and satellite programmes.

Over the weekend, Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
said Kyiv had captured two North 
Korean soldiers, releasing video of 
the injured combatants being in-
terrogated and raising the possibil-
ity of a prisoner swap for captured 
Ukrainian troops.

“The deployment of North Ko-
rean troops to Russia has report-
edly expanded to include the Kursk 
region, with estimates suggesting 
that casualties among North Ko-
rean forces have surpassed 3,000,” 
lawmaker Lee Seong-kweun told 
reporters after a briefi ng from the 
spy agency.

This includes “approximately 
300 deaths and 2,700 injuries”, Lee 
said, after a briefi ng from Seoul’s 
National Intelligence Service.

The soldiers, reportedly from 
North Korea’s elite Storm Corps, 
have been ordered to kill them-
selves rather than be taken pris-
oner, Lee said.

“Notably, memos found on de-
ceased soldiers indicate that the 
North Korean authorities pres-
sured them to commit suicide or 
self-detonate before capture,” he 
said.

He added that some of the sol-

diers had been granted “amnesty” 
or wanted to join North Korea’s 
ruling Workers’ Party, hoping to 
improve their lot by fi ghting.

One North Korean soldier who 
was about to be captured shouted 
“General Kim Jong-un” and at-
tempted to detonate a grenade, Lee 
said, adding that he was shot and 
killed.

The NIS analysis also revealed 
that the North Korean soldiers 
have “a lack of understanding of 
modern warfare”, and are being 
used by Russia in a manner leading 
to “the high number of casualties”, 
the lawmaker said.

Separately, Kyiv’s Special Op-
erations Forces said in a Telegram 
post yesterday that 18 more North 
Korean troops were killed after 
they launched an overnight assault 
on Ukrainian soldiers in Kursk.

They said 17 soldiers were killed 
by Ukrainian forces, and another 
“blew himself up with a grenade”.

Lee — speaking for South Ko-

rea’s intelligence committee in 
parliament — said in the coming 
year US president-elect Don-
ald Trump, who has previously 
tried to woo North Korean leader 
Kim, “may push for dialogue... 
once again”. He also said Kim may 
“weigh the possibility of a visit to 
Russia in the fi rst half of this year” 
after meeting Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in late 2023.

In a post on social media plat-
form X Sunday, Zelensky said: 
“Ukraine is ready to hand over Kim 
Jong-un’s soldiers to him if he can 
organise their exchange for our 
warriors who are being held cap-
tive in Russia.”

There would “undoubtedly be 
more” North Korean soldiers cap-
tured by Kyiv, he added.

“For those North Korean sol-
diers who do not wish to return, 
there may be other options avail-
able,” said Zelensky.

Ukraine, the United States and 
South Korea have accused nucle-

ar-armed North Korea of sending 
more than 10,000 soldiers to help 
bolster Russian forces.

Neither Moscow nor Pyongyang 
has acknowledged that North Ko-
reans have been deployed to fi ght 
against Ukraine.

The two countries have boosted 
their military co-operation since 
Russia launched its 2022 invasion 
of Ukraine. On a visit to Seoul this 
month, US Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken said Washington be-
lieved Russia was expanding space 
co-operation with North Korea in 
exchange for its troop contribution 
in fi ghting Ukraine.

Washington’s top diplomat said 
the United States also believed 
Russia “may be close” to formally 
accepting North Korea’s status as 
a nuclear power. The video posted 
by Zelensky of the interrogation 
of the two North Korean prisoners 
of war shows one lying in a bunk 
bed and the other sitting up with a 
bandage around his jaw.

One man can be heard speak-
ing to a Ukrainian offi  cial through 
an interpreter, saying that he did 
not know he was going to fi ght in 
a war with Ukraine and that his 
commanders “told him it was just 
training”.

In translated comments, one of 
the men says he wants to return to 
North Korea.

The other says he will do what 
he is told but, if given the chance, 
wants to live in Ukraine.

The Kremlin declined to com-
ment yesterday on Kyiv saying it 
had captured North Korean sol-
diers fi ghting with Moscow’s army 
in Russia’s Kursk region.

“We cannot comment in any 
way, we do not know what is true 
there,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said, after Kyiv over the 
weekend published videos of two 
alleged North Korean soldiers be-
ing interrogated in Korean.

Oscar nominations 
postponed again
The Academy of Motion Pic-
ture Arts & Sciences has post-
poned the announcement of 
this year’s Oscar nominations 
for a second time because 
of the ongoing wild fires in 
Los Angeles, organisers said 
yesterday.
The nominations for the film 
industry’s highest honours will 
now be announced on Janu-
ary 23. They originally had 
been set for this Friday and 
then moved to January 19.
“Due to the still-active fires in 
the Los Angeles area, we feel it 
is necessary to extend our vot-
ing period and move the date 
of our nominations announce-
ment to allow additional time 
for our members,” Academy 
CEO Bill Kramer and Academy 
President Janet Yang said in a 
statement.
The academy also cancelled 
the annual Oscar nominees 
lunch, which had been set for 
February 10. The Academy 
Awards telecast is still sched-
uled to take place on March 2.

A photo obtained from the Telegram account of V_Zelenskiy_off icial 
shows an alleged soldier presented as North Korean detained by 
Ukrainian authorities at an undisclosed location in Ukraine following his 
capture by the Ukrainian army. (AFP)

 Russia declines to comment

Marine ‘will 
never forgive’ 
herself for 
expelling father
AFP
Paris

French far-right leader Ma-
rine Le Pen said she will 
never forgive herself for ex-

pelling her father Jean-Marie Le 
Pen from her party, after he died 
last week aged 96.

Nicknamed “the devil of the 
Republic” by opponents, Jean-
Marie Le Pen was often openly 
racist, made no secret of anti-
Semitic views, for which he re-
ceived criminal convictions, and 
boasted of torturing prisoners 
during the war against Algeria.

Marine Le Pen took over as 
head of the National Front (FN) 
in 2011 but rapidly took steps 
towards making the party an 
electable force, renaming it the 
National Rally (RN) and embark-
ing on a policy known as dediab-
olisation (de-demonisation).

She slung her father out of the 
party for his anti-Semitic views 
in 2015. But the pair had recon-
ciled in recent years.

“I will never forgive myself for 
this decision, because I know it 
caused him immense pain,” he 
told the Journal du dimanche 
(JDD) newspaper in an interview 
published on its website late 
Sunday.

“This decision was one of the 
most diffi  cult of my life. And un-
til the end of my life, I will always 
ask myself the question: ‘could I 
have done this diff erently?’”, she 
said.

Jean-Marie Le Pen declared in 
1987 that the The Nazi gas cham-
bers used to exterminate Jews 
are “just a detail in the history of 
World War II”.

In 2014, he said of Patrick Bru-
el, a Jewish singer critical of Le 
Pen, that he would be part of “a 

batch we will get next time”.
Addressing such remarks, Ma-

rine Le Pen said: “It’s somewhat 
unfair to judge him solely on the 
basis of these controversies.”

After his long political career, 
“it is inevitable to have subjects 
that arouse controversy,” she 
argued, while saying it was “un-
fortunate” that Jean-Marie Le 
Pen “got bogged down in these 
provocations”.

The interview marked a rare 
insight from Marine Le Pen into 
her relationship with her father, 
who was buried on Saturday in 
a quiet family ceremony in his 
home region of Brittany in west-
ern France.

Marine Le Pen, who stood 
three times for the Elysee and is 
likely preparing another run in 
2027, is extremely discreet about 
her private and family life.

News magazine *Paris Match 
posted a picture of Marine Le Pen 
in tears on being informed of the 
news of her father’s death, but 
deleted the image following pro-
tests from the RN.

Jean-Marie Le Pen’s death was 
announced to AFP on Tuesday in 
a statement signed “Le Pen Fam-
ily”.

But Marine Le Pen, who was on 
a plane taking her back from the 
cyclone-ravaged French island of 
Mayotte to mainland France, only 
learned of the news afterwards, 
during a stopover in Nairobi.

Some French media have in-
terpreted this as a sign of confl ict 
within her family and with her 
two sisters Marie-Caroline and 
Yann.

“At the time, I didn’t believe it 
(his death). Then... knowing that 
he was in very fragile health, I 
called my sister to fi nd out what 
was going on. And she was the 
one who told me,” she said.

Marine Le Pen (right) with her father Jean-Marie Le Pen in this 
undated file photo. (Reuters)

Italian photographer Oliviero 
Toscani, best known for his work on 
Benetton’s provocative advertising 
campaigns in the 1980s and 1990s 
including one featuring an AIDS 
suff erer, died on yesterday aged 82.
Toscani, who spent two decades as 
art director for the fashion retailer, 
revealed in August he suff ered from 
the incurable disease amyloidosis 
and had lost 40kg.
“With great sadness we announce 
that today, January 13, 2025, our 
beloved Oliviero has embarked on 
his next journey,” his family said in 
a statement on Instagram, asking 
for privacy. Toscani was known for 
using viscerally shocking images 

not only to sell products but also 
to draw attention to social themes 
from AIDS and racism to the death 
penalty or mafia killings.
Most controversial was Toscani’s 
use of a photograph of AIDS 
suff erer David Kirby on his 
deathbed surrounded by his family 
for a 1992 Benetton campaign 
during the peak of the health crisis 
in the United States.
The campaign sparked a backlash 
by AIDS activists and a boycott of 
Benetton, but Toscani stood by his 
work.
In a 2016 interview with a 
photography blog, he maintained 
that a company had a responsibility 

to “show its social intelligence and 
sensitivity to the society around it”.
Benetton yesterday paid tribute to 
his work.
“In order to explain certain things, 
words simply don’t suff ice. You 
taught us that,” the firm said, 
adding: “Farewell Oliviero. Keep on 
dreaming.”
Toscani’s work for Benetton — from 
1982-2000 and again from 2017-
2020 — was both applauded and 
reviled.
It included campaigns featuring a 
black woman breastfeeding a white 
child, a nun and priest kissing, and a 
still-bloody newborn with umbilical 
cord attached.

Benetton ad photographer dies at 82

Master photographer Oliviero 
Toscani poses for photographers 
as he presents the new format of 
the L’Unita, in this photo taken 
in Rome on October 23, 2008. 
(Reuters)
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QATAR

QTerminals, the main partner of 
Feyenoord Women FC and the 
offi  cial training partner of Feye-

noord FC, hosted the Feyenoord Women’s 
team in Doha for their winter camp train-
ing. 

The camp, which took place on January 
4-10, was organised by Aspire Logistics 
in co-ordination with QTerminals’ busi-
ness unit in the Netherlands: QTerminals 
Kramer Rotterdam.

The Dutch football team arrived in 
Doha on January 4 and spent an action-
packed week preparing for the second 
half of the season.

During their stay, they trained at the 
world-class Aspire pitches.

The team also engaged in a friendly 
match with Qatar Women FC, providing 
an exciting competitive opportunity in a 
dynamic international environment.

During their visit, the Feyenoord 
Women’s team was immersed in Qatar’s 
cultural heritage and history.

The players and staff  visited iconic 
cultural landmarks, learning more about 
Qatar’s traditions, customs, and the im-
portance of sports in the nation’s devel-
opment.

As part of their experience, the Fey-

enoord Women’s team visited the QTer-
minals head offi  ce, where they met the 
QTerminals team and got an inside look 
at the group’s operations.

“We were delighted to host the Fey-
enoord Women’s Football Club team here 
in Doha,” said QTerminals Group chief 
executive Neville Bissett. “This partner-

ship embodies our vision to engage with 
the communities in which we operate, 
bridge cultures, and elevate the global 
sports community.”

“By supporting both men’s and wom-
en’s football, we’re helping inspire future 
generations of athletes, regardless of their 
gender, and contributing to a more inclu-
sive and dynamic sport culture,” he said.

“We had an amazing week in Doha for 
our winter camp,” Manon Melis, head of 
Women’s Football at Feyenoord, said. 
“The accommodation was top-notch, the 
food was fantastic, and everyone was in-
credibly welcoming.”

“We’re very happy to be hosted by 
QTerminals, the offi  cial partner of Fey-
enoord Women,” she continued. “It has 
been an invaluable experience for our 
team that helped us prepare well for the 
second half of the season.”

In addition to being the offi  cial Train-
ing Partner of Feyenoord Football Club 
in Rotterdam and the main partner of the 
Feyenoord Women’s football team from 
2024-27, QTerminals is also the event 
supporter for Formula 1 Qatar Airways 
Qatar Grand Prix from 2023-25, the long-
term title sponsor of the QTerminals Qa-
tar Classic Squash Tournament, the gold 
sponsor of the Qatar TotalEnergies Ten-
nis Open, and the offi  cial sponsor of The 
Minister of Transport Padel Champion-
ship Cup.

Terminals the main partner of “By supporting both men’s and wom

QTerminals hosts Feyenoord women’s football team for winter camp trainingQTerminals hosts Feyenoord women’s football team for winter camp training

From robotic water cleaners to innovative waste 
management systems, Old Doha Port is uti-
lising cutting-edge technology to ensure its 

operations are environmentally sustainable while 
hosting major events, its chief executive Mohamed 
Abdulla al-Mulla has said.

“Old Doha Port aligns its practices with Qatar 
National Vision 2030,” he told Gulf Times. “This 
commitment is refl ected in several innovative and 
impactful initiatives aimed at protecting natural re-
sources and ensuring a greener future.”

Al-Mulla said that the port has adopted a com-
prehensive approach in marine conservation, re-
source management, waste reduction, and commu-
nity engagement.

One of the most visible projects this year, he not-
ed, is the annual seabed cleaning drive.

He said that divers cleared more than 650m of 
seabed, collecting debris and demonstrating the 
port’s dedication to preserving Qatar’s marine eco-
systems and raising public awareness about marine 
conservation.

Al-Mulla added that Old Doha Port is integrating 
eco-friendly infrastructure across its operations: 
solar panels are utilised to reduce energy consump-
tion, and water recycling systems are in place to 
conserve fresh water.

He said that the recycled water is used to irrigate 
the green spaces in Mina Parks and for cooling pur-
poses, signifi cantly decreasing the environmental 
impact of the port’s operations.

In addition, the architectural design of the port 
maximises natural light, reducing the need for ar-
tifi cial lighting and further contributing to lower 
energy usage.

He pointed out that comprehensive waste man-
agement practices are also a key element of the 
port’s sustainability plan.

“Waste is meticulously sorted on-site, ensuring 
that materials like metals, plastics, and paper are 
directed to recycling facilities,” al-Mulla said.

“This supports a circular economy by turning 
waste into reusable resources and minimises the 
amount of waste sent to landfi lls,” he added. “Addi-
tionally, proprietary spill pads are employed to pre-
vent oil spills, safeguarding marine health.”

According to al-Mulla, the port employs the Jel-
lyfi shbot Expert, an autonomous robotic tool for 
water surface cleaning.

This device effi  ciently collects debris, plastic 

waste, and even oil residues, ensuring cleaner and 
safer aquatic environments.

He said that this device is crucial during major 
events, as its advanced features allow it to maintain 
high water quality even with increased activity.

The port offi  cial also highlighted the importance 
of community engagement in their sustainabil-
ity eff orts, organising workshops, public awareness 
drives, and events to involve both residents and visi-
tors in its green programmes.

These activities, al-Mulla said, promote a culture 
of environmental consciousness, furthering the 
broader goals of Qatar National Vision 2030.

“These initiatives not only protect Qatar’s natu-
ral resources but also position the port as a leader in 
sustainable maritime practices globally,” he added.

Old Doha Port embraces 
cutting-edge technology 
for sustainable operations
The port uses the autonomous robotic tool, 
Jellyfishbot Expert, to efficiently collect debris, 
plastic waste, and even oil residues

By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Right: Old Doha Port has adopted a comprehensive 
approach in marine conservation, resource 
management, waste reduction, and community 
engagement. – Supplied Photo

Mohamed Abdulla al-Mulla

The containers yard at Old Doha Port.

The Qatar Fine Arts Society 
is preparing to launch the 
fourth Gulf Fine Arts Forum 

tomorrow (January 15) at its head-
quarters in Katara – the Cultural 
Village.

The forum, a prominent artis-
tic station that brings together 
nearly 40 artists from the Gulf 
Co-operation Council countries, 
including 19 Qatari artists, is part 
of the society’s goal of enhancing 
cultural and artistic communica-
tion between the Gulf countries, 
and providing a platform for ex-
changing experiences and creative 
visions.

Artist Youssef al-Sada, chair-
man of the board of directors of 
the Qatar Fine Arts Society, said 
that the forum will comprise vari-
ous activities and programmes, 
including specialised workshops, 
art exhibitions that refl ect the 
cultural and heritage diversity of 
the region, and intellectual plat-
forms that discuss various aspects 
of Gulf fi ne art.

The events would include a dia-
logue session between participat-
ing artists, which will be moder-
ated by art critic Jalal al-Talib.

One of the main events accom-
panying the forum this year, al-
Sada said, would be the honouring 
of artist Youssef Ahmed, who has 
received the State Encouragement 
Award in appreciation of his con-
tribution to fi ne art.

Artist Hessa al-Buainain, who 
has contributed signifi cantly to 
the development of the Gulf art 
scene, will also be honoured dur-
ing the forum.

The late Iraqi artist Zaid al-
Zaidi will be honoured posthu-
mously, with his daughter, who 
is also a artist, invited to receive 
the honour that refl ects deep ap-
preciation for his legacy and past 
participation with the Qatari Fine 
Arts Society.

Qatari artists to 
enhance cultural 
communication 
at Gulf Fine Arts 
Forum tomorrow
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

A group of some Qatari fine 
artists.

The Sheikh Hamad Award for 
Translation and Interna-
tional Understanding me-

dia team held a series of meetings 
and cultural events in Thailand, as 
part of a tour to explore the state of 
translation between the Thai and 
Arabic languages.

The tour included a visit to the 
religious studies school to learn 
about an eff ort to put together 
an Arabic-Thai dictionary, the 
alumni association of Arab uni-
versities and institutes, which 
currently includes 100 members, 
most of whom work in teaching 
and mosques, and visiting a lead-

ing Thai TV channel whose pro-
grammes focus on religious issues.

The delegation also visited the 
Central Islamic Council of Thai-
land and met with Sheikhul Islam 
of Thailand Muhammad Jalalud-
din ibn Hussein, one of Thailand’s 
senior translators, who discussed 
the history of Muslims in Thailand 
during the meeting.

Sheikhul Islam of Thailand Mu-
hammad Jalaluddin ibn Hussein 
has translated numerous impor-
tant religious books, published 
by the Central Islamic Council of 
Thailand as endowments for the 
sake of Allah.

In collaboration with the Thai 
ministry of higher education, sci-
ence, research and innovation, 
the International Islamic College 
Bangkok at Krirk University hosted 
a conference on the Sheikh Hamad 
Award for Translation and Inter-
national Understanding.

The conference addressed a 
number of topics and was an occa-
sion for the exchange of ideas and 
experiences with regards to trans-
lation and its role in promoting 
cultural exchange between Arabic 
and other languages.

At the conference the college’s 
dean and vice-president for in-

ternational aff airs, Prof Dr Jaran 
Maluleem, stressed the impor-
tance of language as a tool for 
bringing people together under the 
umbrella of free thought, peace, 
and tolerance.

On the sidelines of the confer-
ence, Thailand’s fi rst translated 
books exhibition was held, featur-
ing over 200 translated works from 
Arabic to Thai, completed by Thai 
translators, with the presence of 
more than 20 scholars and transla-
tors from southern Thailand.

On the tour, media adviser for 
the award Dr Hanan al-Fayyad 
highlighted the award’s unique vi-

sion of supporting linguistic diver-
sity as opposed to the dominance 
of a language over others.

She added that the inclu-
sion of Thai as one of the award’s 
11th edition’s languages is aimed 
at strengthening cultural dia-
logue and promote understanding 
among peoples.

Fellow member of the Awards 
media team, Dr Emtinan al-Sa-
madi, pointed to translation’s vital 
role in bridging civilisations and 
transferring knowledge.

Nominations for the 11th Sheikh 
Hamad Award for Translation 
and International Understanding 

opened on January 1, and will run 
until March 3.

The award this year comprises 
two tracks: the fi rst for individual 
books translated using the award’s 
main languages (from Arabic to 
German, from German to Ara-
bic/from Arabic to Turkish, from 
Turkish to Arabic/from Arabic to 
English, and from English to Ara-
bic), while the second track is for 
translation between Arabic and 
the three main languages (English, 
German, and Turkish), as well as 
translation between Arabic and 
secondary languages, which in-
clude Albanian and Thai. – QNA

Sheikh Hamad Award for Translation
and International Understanding 
holds meetings and events in Thailand
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