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Today is the first
day of Eid al-Fitr

The Crescent Sighting
Committee at the Ministry

of Endowments (Awqaf) and
Islamic Affairs announced

that Sunday, March 30, will be
the first day of Eid al-Fitr. The
announcement was made after
the committee’s meeting at the
headquarters of the ministry last
evening. The committee said it
held its meeting on Ramadan
29,1446 AH, corresponding to
March 29, 2025, to sight the
crescent of Shawwal month,

and prove the testimony of who
sees it. The committee said the
crescent sighting was confirmed
on Satruday night. As a result
March 30, 2025 will be the first
day of the blessed Eid al-Fitr. The
committee extended greetings
on the advent of the blessed

Eid al-Fitr to His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani, His Highness the Father
Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
al-Thani, His Highness the
Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah
bin Hamad al-Thani, as well as
the honourable government, the
people of Qatar and all Muslims.
(QNA)

No talks with RSF:
Sudan army chief

Sudanese army chief Abdel Fattah
al-Burhan vowed yesterday that
his troops will fight on until the
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) lays down its weapons. In
his first televised address since
the military recaptured the capital
Khartoum this week, Burhan said
that an end to nearly two years

of devastating fighting is possible
“if this militia lays down its arms”.
He ruled out any negotiations
with the paramilitaries, saying
that victory will only be complete
once “the last rebel has been
eradicated from the last corner of
Sudan”. Page 7

Gulf Times
*w*iisheﬁ its
rég‘de’rs X
\Eid

Mubarak
-

"

———
* Moesoy

SHOP OUR EXCLUSIVE
EID COLLECTION
NOW!

BUY?2
GET*1

GARMENTS . FOOTWEAR . LADIES BAGS

SPORT | Pagel

P
2056

d}.
RN
2o dp?

SUNDAY vol. XXXXVI No. 13330 4

March 30, 2025
Shawwal 1, 1446 AH

www.gulf-times.com 2 Riyals

Qatar gears up
for a grand Eid
celebration

 VOREIR PEL -

By Joseph Varghese
Staff Reporter

atar is set to celebrate Eid

al-Fitr in grand style, with

a week-long lineup of
festr s and events across the
country. Various organisations
and entities have announced ex-
citing activities to mark the joyous
occasion as the holy month of Ra-
madan comes to a close.

Visit Qatar has unveiled an ex-
citing schedule of events starting
today (Sunday). Kicking off the
celebrations is The Wonderland of
Soapy Bubbles at the Oasis Stage
in Mall of Qatar. Running until
April 5, this mesmerising show
will dazzle visitors with breath-
taking bubble tricks and captivat-
ing effects, creating an imagina-
tive world where creativity floats
in every bubble.

Adding to the excitement, Lusail
Sky Festival will take centre stage
at Lusail City, promising jaw-
dropping aerial performances, in-
cluding sky text planes, paramo-
tors, laser shows, and fireworks.
Held at Al Sadd Plaza from April
3-5, the event is free and open to
all, offering thrilling sky-high en-
tertainment for the whole family.
The festival’s highlights include
aerobatic displays, a breathtaking
showcase of 3,000 drones, sky-
writing, and aviation spectacles.

For Disney fans, the highly
anticipated theatrical produc-
tion Disney: The Magic Box will
make its Doha debut at Al Ma-
yassa Theatre in the Qatar Na-
tional Convention Centre from
April 3-12. This enchanting show
brings a century of Disney nos-
talgia to life, following the story
of Mara as she embarks on a mag-
ical journey into The Magic Box,
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Doha Corniche all decked out for Eid festivities. PIC

TURE: Thajudheen

making it a must-see for families.

The Cultural Village Founda-
tion - Katara will present Katara
Eidiya, featuring live performanc-
es by the Police Music Band and
traditional Qatari Ardha danc-
ers, alongside street art displays,
Asian-African folklore perform-
ances, and a rababa music show-
case. Visitors can also explore the
Soul of Gold exhibition, where
Turkish artist Hatice Yeti and
her students will present over 30
exquisite paintings, celebrating
the beauty of Islamic gilding art
through a contemporary lens.

Meanwhile, municipalities
across Qatar have been gearing up
for the celebrations, ensuring food
safety through rigorous inspec-
tions and preparing public parks
and recreational areas to welcome
large crowds during the holiday
season.

Fireworks will light up the skies
at multiple locations through-
out Eid. Katara will host nightly
fireworks displays from the first
day of Eid for three consecutive
days, while Al Wakra Old Souq
will extend its celebrations with
fireworks for four days. As part of
the Lusail Sky Festival, a synchro-
nized fireworks show with mu-
sic and light effects will also take
place, adding a dazzling touch to
the festivities.

Msheireb Downtown Doha is
set to unveil a host of Eid celebra-
tions, including family-friendly
games, live musical perform-
ances, interactive shows, and
gourmet experiences. Running
from the first day of Eid un-
til April 5, these festivities will
feature immersive installations
and live entertainment, bring-
ing the community together in
a joyous celebration. To Page 4
Pages 2,6,12
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Amir exchanges Eid al-Fitr greetings

with leaders of Islamic countries

Eid al-Fitr.

leaders of friendly countries.

occasion of Eid al-Fitr.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad al-Thani exchanged cables of greetings
with Their Majesties, Excellencies, and
Highnesses leaders of the sisterly Arab and
Islamic countries on the occasion of the blessed

His Highness the Amir also received cables of
greetings on the occasion from a number of

His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah
bin Hamad al-Thani exchanged cables of
greetings with Their Highnesses, Excellencies
crown princes and vice-presidents of the
sisterly Arab and Islamic countries on the

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
bin Jassim al-Thani exchanged cables of
greetings with Their Excellencies prime
ministers of the sisterly Arab and Islamic
countries on the occasion of Eid al-Fitr. (QNA)

Amir to perform Eid al-Fitr prayer at Lusail ground

nations. (QNA)

The Amiri Diwan announced that His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani will
perform Eid al-Fitr prayer along with citizens at Lusail prayer ground today morning. The Amiri Diwan
wished that this blessed occasion be full of goodness and blessings for Qatar, and the Arab and Islamic

Amir to receive Eid al-Fitr well-wishers today

The Amiri Diwan announced
that His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani will receive Eid al-Fitr
well-wishers at Lusail Palace on
the first day of Eid as follows:
Immediately after Eid prayer
and until 6.15am: Their
Excellencies Sheikhs; ministers;
Shura Council Speaker;

Reuters
Cairo

amas has agreed to a Gaza
ceasefire proposal it re-
ceived two days ago from
mediators, the Palestinian resist-
ance group’s chief said yesterday.

“Two days ago, we received a
proposal from the mediators in
Egypt and Qatar. We dealt with it
positively and accepted it,” Kha-
lil al-Hayya said in a televised
speech.

“We hope that the (Israeli)
occupation will not undermine
(it),” said Hayya, who leads the
Hamas negotiating team in in-
direct talks aimed at securing a
ceasefire in the war in Gaza that
erupted in October 2023.

Security sources said on
Thursday that Egypt had re-
ceived positive indications from
Israel over a new ceasefire pro-

ministries’ undersecretaries;
members of the Shura Council;
and citizens.

From 6.15am-6.30am: officers

of the Armed Forces and the
Ministry of Interior, as well as
directors of departments and
national institutions.

His Highness the Amir will receive
immediately after Al Asr prayer

at 3.45pm Their Excellencies
Sheikhs, along with citizens.
From 3.45pm-4pm: heads of
diplomatic missions accredited
to the country.

The Amiri Diwan wished that
this blessed occasion be full

of goodness and blessings for
Qatar, and the Arab and Islamic
nations. (QNA)
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Palestinians shop at a market ahead of the upcming holiday of Eid
al-Fitr, in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday.

posal that would include a tran-
sitional phase.

The proposal suggests Hamas
release five of the Israeli hos-
tages it is holding each week, the
sources said.

The Israeli prime minister’s

office said it had held a series of
consultations according to the
proposal that was received from
the mediators, and that Israel
had conveyed to the mediators
a counter-proposal in full co-
ordination with the US.

Lack of supplies hindering Myanmar quake response

severe lack of medical
Asupplies is hampering

efforts to respond to the
deadly earthquake in Myanmar,
the United Nations said yester-
day, adding that those affected
needed urgent humanitarian aid.

The UN said it was mobilis-
ing emergency response efforts,
alongside humanitarian part-
ner organisations, following the
huge earthquake that struck on
Friday leaving more than 1,600
people dead in Myanmar and
neighbouring Thailand.

“As the full scale of the dis-
aster unfolds, urgent humani-
tarian assistance is needed
to support those affected,”
the UN humanitarian agency

T

Rubble lies near a pagoda damaged during a strong earthquake in
Mandalay, Myanmar, yesterday.

o

OCHA said in a statement.

It said the response was be-
ing hindered by a lack of medical
supplies, along with damaged
roads and communications in-
frastructure.

“A severe shortage of medical
supplies is hampering response
efforts, including trauma Kkits,
blood bags, anaesthetics, as-
sistive devices, essential medi-
cines, and tents for health work-
ers,” OCHA said.

The agency said hospitals and
health facilities had sustained
extensive damage or had been
destroyed. “Telecommunications
and internet disruptions continue
to hinder humanitarian commu-
nications and operations. Page 8

Taliban release US
woman, 2 Britons

An American woman has been freed

by the Taliban in Afghanistan after

she, two Britons and their Afghan
translator were detained earlier this
year, Washington’s former envoy to
Kabul, Zalmay Khalilzad, said yesterday.
“American citizen Faye Hall, just
released by the Taliban, is now in the
care of our friends, the Qataris in Kabul,
and will soon be on her way home,”
Khalilzad, who has been part of a US
delegation working on Taliban hostage
releases, wrote on X.

She was released on Thursday following
a court order and with logistical support
from Qatar, the source added. Hall, who
has been identified by the Taliban’s
interior ministry as Chinese-American,
was detained in February along with
Peter and Barbie Reynolds, as they
travelled to the British couple’s home in
central Bamiyan province. (AFP) Page 11
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Mol all set for ensuring safety,

security

he Ministry of Interior (MoI) has
Tcompleted all arrangements and

measures for Eid al-Fitr to ensure
the continued delivery of high-quality
public services and the implementation of
preventive security and traffic measures.
These efforts aim to provide citizens, resi-
dents, and visitors with a safe and peace-
ful environment during the holiday.

Head of the National Command Center
(NCC) Brig Ali Mohammed al-Mohannadi
emphasised the centre’s commitment
to enhancing security operations dur-
ing Eid. This is achieved through active
co-ordination with relevant ministry de-
partments and other state institutions.
He said that the centre operates under a
comprehensive plan designed to ensure
safety and security, while providing a
comfortable environment for all. The plan
is monitored around the clock through the
mechanisms of Central Operations and
Technical Affairs, ensuring optimal readi-
ness to address emergencies and secure
various events across the country.

Al-Mohannadi explained that NCC
staff, consisting of officers, non-commis-
sioned officers, personnel, and employees,
are qualified and trained to carry out tasks
across operational rooms. These include
the Emergency Services Room (999), the
Emergency Service for the Deaf Branch
(992), the Command and Control Room,
and the Security and Traffic Surveillance
Room. Additionally, external operation
rooms and security department operation
rooms work in full co-ordination with the
centre, ensuring rapid response to inci-
dents within their geographic zones.

The centre’s plan relies on advanced
security systems to manage events effec-
tively, working closely with all depart-
ments and state institutions involved in
emergency response efforts.

Meanwhile, Director of the Rescue Police
Department (Al Fazaa), Col Sheikh Ali bin
Hamad al-Thani, confirmed that the de-
partment provides round-the-clock secu-
rity services nationwide to maintain safety
and public order. He stated that Eid prepa-
rations include increasing patrols across
the country, particularly on busy roads,
near public parks, markets, mosques, and
Eid prayer areas. These measures aim to
prevent incidents and disturbances.
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Doha Corniche yesterday with the skyscrapers illuminated with Eid greetings. PICTURE: Thajudheen

He also emphasised the importance of
patrols for securing public events, co-or-
dinating with other departments to fulfil
their security tasks. Col Sheikh Ali urged
pedestrians to exercise caution when
crossing streets, carry identification, and
not hesitate to request assistance from
the Al Fazaa patrols stationed across vari-
ous roads. He reassured the public of the
readiness of patrols to provide security
and humanitarian support at any time.

Additionally, Col Abdullah Mohamed
al-Hail, Director of Operations of the
General Directorate of Civil Defence, con-
firmed the department’s readiness for Eid
through response teams available at all
Civil Defence centres. He noted that the
department operates round-the-clock
shifts and has a fleet of advanced vehicles

and equipment capable of handling all re-
ports effectively.

Col al-Hail highlighted the importance
of awareness during Eid, urging the public
to follow safety measures. These include
switching off electrical appliances during
travel, exercising caution while cooking,
avoiding electrical overloading, and ad-
hering to all safety instructions issued by
the Mol.

Director of the Public Transport Securi-
ty Department at the Ministry of Interior,
Col Salem Sultan al-Nuaimi, highlighted
the department’s enhanced security ef-
forts during the Eid period, adding that
these efforts aim to protect passengers
and property by intensifying patrols at
public transport stations and on transit
vehicles (metro, public transport trams),

Eid Mubarak

Wishing you and your family prosperity, joy,
and happiness on the occasion of Eid-Al-Fitr

as well as securing events near public
transport stations through collaboration
with relevant authorities to ensure easy
access for visitors.

He explained that the department, in
its commitment to rapid emergency re-
sponse, has prepared teams ready to han-
dle any emergencies, such as accidents
or unexpected situations, co-ordinating
with ambulance, civil defence, and traffic
police units.

In the same context, Director of the Op-
erations Department at the Coast Guard
and Border Security General Directorate,
Lt Col (Naval) Hassan Ahmed al-Sulaiti,
said that the departments work during
the Eid holiday requires increased patrols
due to the rise in the number of sea-goers,
ensuring their safety. He emphasised
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during Eid holiday

that the maritime patrols operated by
the Coast Guard are available around the
clock to assist fishermen, holidaymakers,
and those enjoying water sports.

Lt Col al-Sulaiti also noted that the
department is keen on increasing and in-
tensifying patrols near the shores during
Eid to offer assistance and prevent distur-
bances caused by jet ski riders to beach-
goers. On this joyful occasion, he advised
sea-goers to adhere to maritime safety
regulations, including carrying sufficient
fuel, wearing life jackets, and having first
aid kits onboard. He also stressed the im-
portance of following security instruc-
tions about staying away from fishing ar-
eas or approaching them in general.

Furthermore, he urged jet ski enthusi-
asts to avoid swimming areas near open
beaches, hotel beaches, and other private
locations, advising them to always wear
life jackets while using jet skis and refrain
from riding them at night, particularly
due to poor visibility.

He also recommended that families
with children at the beach should en-
sure their children do not swim alone and
should keep them under constant super-
vision while on the beach. In case of any
issues, families should contact the opera-
tions room at phone number (999).

Furthermore, Capt Salem Mubarak
al-Buainain confirmed that the General
Directorate of Traffic has completed all
preparations for a comprehensive traf-
fic plan covering all areas of the country
during the Eid holiday, aimed at enhanc-
ing safety for all road users and ensuring
smooth traffic flow.

He explained that the department
will intensify the presence of traffic pa-
trols around the clock, distributing them
across different areas to provide rapid in-
tervention in emergencies and traffic con-
gestion.

Capt al-Buainain noted that the
plan would focus on organising vehicle
movement around mosques and prayer
grounds on the first day of Eid, as well as
in areas with high foot traffic during the
evening, such as Doha Corniche, Lusail,
The Pearl, Katara - the Cultural Village,
Souq Wagqif, and other popular destina-
tions. This effort will continue through-
out the Eid holiday. (QNA)
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QATAR

We extend our heartiest greetings to

His Highness

Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani
Amir of the State of Qatar

His Highness
Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani

Father Amir

His Highness
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Hamad Al Thani

Deputy Amir

and to all the honorable people of Qatar
on the occasion of

EID AL FITR

We hope for more returns of this memorable
occasion and wish that Qatar always enjoys
security, welfare and prosperity under the wise
leadership of His Highness The Amir
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QNB concludes Ramadan Sustainability Camp for children

QNB concluded its Ramadan
sustainability camp 2025
recently, which was designed for
children aged seven to 10 years.
This year’s special camp featured
a series of engaging activities
that embody the values of giving,
sustainability, and celebration.
The camp kicked off with an
inspiring session focused

on creativity, where children
designed Ramadan themed gift
boxes, and coloured prayer mats
made of eco-friendly material.
Following this, participants
enjoyed the Garangao
celebration with traditional
treats, while dressing in
traditional attire, and engaging in
cultural games.

Additionally, children had the

opportunity to prepare and
distribute delicious dessert,
promoting a spirit of generosity

and community. The camp finally
concluded with a vibrant Eid
celebration, featuring creative

crafts in a joyful celebration
to install the spirit of Eid in the
children.

Through these initiatives, QNB is
committed to enrich Ramadan
experience and to give back to

the community while fostering
meaningful connections with the
families.

Environment ministry
marks Earth Hour

he Ministry of Environ-

I ment and Climate Change

(MOoECC) celebrated Earth

Hour yesterday by turning off

the lights in its main building (Al

Adeed Tower) and all affiliated
buildings for one hour.

The ministry reported that
marking this event is part of its
commitment to upholding envi-
ronmental responsibility, along
with its active role in enhancing
the community’s awareness of the
significance of rationalising en-
ergy consumption, contributing
to reducing detrimental carbon
emissions, and encouraging com-
munity members to pursue sus-
tainable practices that contribute
to conserving the environment.

To mark this event, the minis-
try’s Director of Green Develop-
ment and Environmental Sus-
tainability, engineer Abdullah
Jumaa al-Muraikhi, highlighted
that Earth Hour is one of the
most significant global environ-
mental initiatives held annually
with the objective of reinforcing
awareness of the importance of
combating environmental chal-
lenges, in addition to protecting
the Earth’s natural resources.

He pointed out that the min-
istry continues to implement
environmental programmes and
initiatives that contribute to
achieving environmental sus-
tainability and strengthening
national and global efforts to pre-

serve the environment for gen-
erations to come.

The event was intended to em-
phasise that everyone is part of
a single ecosystem, affected by

their actions, with studies re-
vealing that this event has helped
reduce the average electricity
consumption in some nations by
4% over six years. (QNA)

Don’t carry others’ bags, Mol urges passengers

The Ministry of Interior (Mol) has advised travellers
to be cautious while travelling to ensure their safety
and security. Mol, in an X post, urged the travellers
not to carry bags of others without knowing their
contents citing this may delay your travel procedures
and expose you to legal liability. “Failure to verify

the content of the luggage could expose the
passengers to legal liability. The bearer has full legal
responsibility if these materials are prohibited in the

bears,” Mol said.

country,” Mol warned earlier.

Mol has also advised to avoid bringing any
suspicious substances or drugs citing some narcotic
substances and medicines may be allowed to be
used in your country but they are prohibited in
Qatar. “Stay away from suspicious places and bad
companions. Don't hesitate to report any crime.
Security is a shared responsibility that everyone

+974 4402 8659/+974 5050 7681

Submission Deadline: 17" April 2025

Interested parties, preferably direct owners, are requested to submit their proposals by the deadline.

For further details and submission guidelines, please contact: Email: jaguado@am.org.ga or Contact No.:

Qatar gears
up for a

play zones, family-friendly en-
tertainment, giant inflatables,
street food stalls, and a bustling
bazaar, running for eight days
from the first day of Eid.

With an array of exciting
events and activities, Qatar is
set to offer unforgettable Eid
celebrations for residents and
visitors alike, blending tradi-
tion, culture, and modern en-
tertainment into a truly festive
experience.

Etiquette of Eid al-Fitr

ids or Festivals are mo-
E ments of celebration com-

mon to all nations. The
festivals of non-believing na-
tions are associated with worldly
matters such as the birth of a na-
tion or its decline, the appoint-
ment or crowning of a ruler, his
marriage, or the beginning of
a season like spring, and so on.
As for Muslims, their festivals
(Eids) are associated with their
religious rituals. They have only
two festivals or Eids: Eid al-Fitr
(celebration of the end of Ram-
adan) and Eid al-Adha (festival
of sacrifice).

When the Prophet, sallallaahu
‘alaihi wa sallam, came to Madi-
nah and found the people cele-
brating two days he said: “What
are these occasions”? They said:
“We used to celebrate them in
Jaahiliyya (before the coming of
Islam)” He, sallallaahu ‘alaihi
wa sallam, then said: “Allah has
replaced them for you with the
two better days (i.e. Eid al-Fitr
and Eid al-Adha)” These two
festivals which Allah prescribed
to the Muslims are part of the
rituals of Islam which should
be commemorated and the pur-
poses of which should be under-
stood.

Rules Pertaining to Eid:

1. It is forbidden to fast on the
day of both Eids, as it is under-
stood from the hadith narrated
by Abee Sa’eed that the Prophet,
sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam,
forbade the fasting of the two
Eids.

2. It is recommended that
both men and women observe
Eid prayer in an open field as is
clear in the hadith narrated by
Um Atiya, may Allah be please
with her, who said: “We used
to be ordered to come out on the
day of Eid and even to bring the
virgin girls from their houses
and menstruating women so that
they might stand behind the men
and say takbir along with them

1. The Prophet, sallallaahu
‘alaihi wa sallam, used to always
perform the two Eid prayers in
the Musallaa (outside prayer
grounds). He only performed
this prayer in the masjid one
time, due to rain.

2. He used to wear his best
clothing when he went out for
the two Eid prayers.

3. He used to eat an odd
number of dates before going
out for the Eid al-Fitr (prayer).
As for the Eid al-Adha (prayer),
he would not eat until he
returned from the Musallaa
(outside prayer grounds), in
which case he would eat from
the Ad-heeyah (sacrificed
animal).

4. He used to take a Ghusl
(complete bath) for both of the
Eids.

5. He used to go out to the two
Eid prayers walking.

6. Whenever the Prophet,

Prophet’s guidance
concerning Eid day

sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam,
reached the Musallaa he would
begin with the prayer - without
Adhaan and without ‘l[gaamah,
and without saying “as-Salaatu
Jaamiatan” (i.e. “Salaah
(prayer), in Congregation”).

7. Whenever he finished the
prayer, he would stand - facing
the people - while the people
would be sitting. Then, he would
deliver the religious advice and
exhortation; and he would begin
the Khutbah with ‘Praise of Allah’.
8. He gave permission to those
who attended the Eid prayer

to either sit for the Khutbah or
leave.

9. He used to go (to the place of
prayer) by one road and return
by another road.

[Summarised from Zaad
al-Ma‘aad Fee Hadyi Khair
al-‘Ibaad’ by by Ibn Qayyim al-
Jawziyyahl

and hope for the blessings of that
day for purification from sins”
Since menstruating women (who
stay away from the musallah)
as well as those who are virgin
are commanded to observe Eid
prayer, there is no doubt that
the men, old and young are even
strongly commanded to observe
it.

3. Eid prayer should be per-
formed before the khutba of
Eid as is confirmed in the ha-
dith narrated by Ibn Amr, Abee
Sa’eed, and Ibn Abbas, may Allah
be pleased with them.

4. It is recommended that
the Imam makes Takbeer (Al-
lahu Akbar) during the prayer,
seven times in the first Raka’at
and five in the second. This has
been confirmed by the compan-

ions of the Salaf (our righteous
predecessors).

5. It is recommended that the
Imam recites in the first Raka’at
Soorah Al-A’alaa (chapter 87) and
Soorah Al-’Ghaashiah (chapter
88) in the second. Other reports
also show that the Prophet, sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, used
to recite Soorah Qaaf (chapter
50) and Soorah Al-Qamar (chap-
ter 54) as is confirmed in Sahih
Muslim.

6. There is no Sunnah prayer
either before or after Eid prayer
as Ibn Abbas, may Allah, be
pleased with him, narrated that
whenever the Prophet, sallal-
laahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, went for
Eid prayer, he used to pray two
Raka’at (of Eid) but nothing be-
fore or after them.

.®
.

ddlhlljh 6

QatarEneragy
o grand Eid Ll
i Gt - Tender | Tender | Bid Closing . QatarE nergy LNG
e B Nod | o ... Celebratlon Tender Invitation
maacansags | AT 0B FROPOSLEOR N/A N/A | 17-April-2025
LEASE OF KITCHEN SPACE
From Page 1 TENDER TENDER | TENDER | TENDER | TENDER
We invite interested parties to submit proposals for the lease of a fully equipped kitchen space that meets No. NUMBER / DESCRIPTION ISSUE FEE BOND CLOSING
the following requirements: Visitors to Old Doha Port can PERIOD (QAR) (QAR) DATE
) immerse themselves in cul- LTC/C/OON/7065/25 FOR
@ size: 1,700 - 2,000 sqm tural performances and activi- RENTAL OF NITROGEN
ties reflecting the spirit of Eid. TANKS. NITROGEN
@ Condition: Fully equipped with all necessary kitchen facilities and appliances Traditional maritime bands VAPORlZE,RS NITROGEN 29/03/2025 05" M
S et e bantaiod will perform at Al Bandar, while 1 HEATERS WITH to Nil 700,000/ | oo
ental Duration: 1 year (rental can be extended) live music from various artists 12/04/2025
_ _ _ _ will fill the Mina District. The ACCESSORIES AND
@ Preferred Locations: Msheireb, Old Doha Port, Corniche, or nearby areas with convenient access to area will also host interactive MANPOWER ON CALL-
logistics and distribution networks, proposals for alternatives will also be considered. shows for children, expansive OFF BASIS

Scope of Work:
Contractor shall provide Nitrogen (N2) tanks with a capacity of 10,000 liters and 20,000 liters,

vaporizers with a minimum capacity of 2,500 Nm3/hr. nitrogen heaters with auto temperature
controllers, associated hoses, supervisors and skilled manpower in order to maintain a
constant nitrogen header pressure of 6.0 bar at 280C during Company's various
shutdowns/start-ups and any other situations. The Contract duration shall be for a period of
five (05) years starting tentatively from Q12026 with a sole option for Company to extend the
Contract duration further for up to two (02) years.

Bid Validity: Bid Offer should be valid for 180 calendar days from the Tender Closing Date.

Place for Tender Collection and Bid Submission:

ITT document for this tender will be available in QatarEnergy LNG website under Suppliers tab
>Current Open Tenders. The bids shall be submitted through the QatarEnergy LNG online
platform (SMART by GEP).

Note: Effective from 1st July 2023, bids received from Local Companies (established under
the Laws of State of Qatar with local Commercial Registration) who are not in possession of
an ICV score in the ICV portal by Bid Closing Date (or commercial bid submission date if
separately mentioned/notified) will not be accepted. Local Company that has been established
for less than 2 years and insurance companies are exempted from this requirement. For further
details please visit ICV Digital Portal:- https://icv.qa/en-US/
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Philharmonic at QNL: An ode to women’s
creativity around the world

Qatar National
Library (QNL)
is organising a
special musical - ’
evening ' if
celebrating the T L
remarkable
contributions
of women to

‘A Seat at the Table: Food & Feasting
in the Islamic World’ MIA exhlbltlon

The Museum of Islamic Art (MIA), in
collaboration with the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art (LACMA), is
organising an exhibition titled “A Seat
at the Table: Food and Feasting in the
Islamic World”, to be on display from
May 22 to November 8, 2025.

- ——-....__
r

i i 31|

the global This exhibition explores culinary
artistic | [P e R VT . traditions from the emergence
landscape - + ’ of Islam to today, highlighting
through — 3Jmﬂm|im1" key historical developments,
inspiring contemporary challenges and the
melodies. the harp, and singer Paola These clips highlight impact of trade on food. It also

The general public will

be able to experience a
captivating performance
that takes one on a journey
across time and cultures,
showcasing the creativity
and influence of women in
music and the arts.

The concert will feature

a distinguished group of
musicians, including Jihoon
Shin on the flute, Ines Wein
on the viola, Julie Sgarro on

Polinori, reflecting the depth
of emotion and creativity of
women’s musical creativity.
The programme includes

a collection of musical
works that reflect women’s
influence on the world of
composition. The evening is
not limited to music alone;
it also includes short video
presentations celebrating
women’s achievements in
various artistic fields.

prominent works by female
painters, sculptors, and
architects who have left
their mark in these fields,
making this evening a
unique blend of music,
visual art, and women’s
creativity in all its forms.
The event is scheduled for
April 10, from 6pm-7pm . The
link for ticket reservation is
https://events.qnl.ga/event/
krbg6/EN

examines how feasting and dining
etiquette shaped courtly culture.
Organised in five sections, the
exhibition includes more than

100 objects from the collection of
the Museum of Islamic Art. Plus
loans from several Qatar Museums
institutions as well as the Qatar
National Library.

Each section will include a video of
a contemporary chef preparing a
dish that reflects his or her culinary

museum admission. Museum tickets
may be reserved online in advance of
your visit via this link: https://mia.org.
ga/en/calendar/a-seat-at-the-table-
food-feasting-in-the-islamic-world/

traditions. The exhibition also
includes a collaboration between MIA
and the Qatar Photography Center
along with several local artists.
Entrance to the exhibition is free with

*

Pearl Island Ramadan Football >
o, 0 dlgl
tw 3rd edit jon'to
Tournament wraps up 3rd edition ittty Tender
Tenger / ucton tender ucton | Tender! | rengermucion | cosing
’I'he third edition of The e (Non-refundable) Bond ¢ o
Pearl Island Ramadan ) General Asset Insurance for Qatar Primary 1,000 180,000 10 April 2025
Football Tournament con- e a0ilopa) GuiUo i 09}‘3&" LT ﬂJQhJ oAb Materials Company {*Serviees’) QAR QAR (Technical &Commercial) 01:00 PM
cluded successfully on March 19, THE FEARL ISLAND RAMADAN FOOTEALL TOURMAMENT 2025 Group Medical Insurance Provider - ' )
. - L o ; ; 1,000 120,000 Two Bids 10 April 2025
following two weeks of spirited - B i B — e e ALAWAIATD2025/13 | s for Qatar rimary Naterial AR AR (Technical &Commercial) 01:00 PM

competition at the Temba Arena.
Organised by the United De-
velopment Company (UDC), the
tournament ran from March 5-19
and brought together players,
families, and spectators in a fes-
tive atmosphere that celebrated
both sport and the essence of Ra-
madan. Since its inception, the

i ; _,'-g ™

In accordance with the ing conditions:
Tender Documents can be collected onfine by sending emailto tender.docs@apmc.qa along with requested documents in point No.2.
. Tender Documents will be shared only after delivery of Deposit Slip Stamped by Commercial Bank along with Autharization Letter to the delegated person Signed by authorized person as per Computer ID, Copy of commercial Registration (CR), Business License

and Computer ID.

1

2

3. Bids are to be submitted in two sealed (in red wax) envelopes (Technical & Commercial) and addressed to Tenders and Auction Committee, Tender reference number and subject are to be clearly written on the envelops, provided that the last date for submitting bids
is one o'dock in the afternoon on the dlosing day. Any bids submited after this date and time will not be accepted.

4. Tenderers shall submit the proposals to our head office located at Lusail, Building No. 108, St. No. 303, Burj Marina Tower, 17th Floor before the closing date. (To get the map of the new building, please scan the QR code below).

5. Tender Fees are nonvefundable and can be transferred onfine to Account of Qatar Primary Material Company- Bank A/C (4050-651111-006) at Commercial Bank of Qatar. IBAN No. (QA 18 CBQA 0000 0000 4050 651111 006). Tender reference number and
subject are to be written on the deposit sip.

6. Tender Bond (Bank Guarantee/ Manager Cheque) must be valid for 120 days after closing date and must be submitted in separate & sealed envelope along with technical bid and a photocopy s to be attached with commercial bid. Bids without tender bond will be rejected

7. Bids must be valid for 90 days after the losing date.

8

tournament has witnessed steady
growth, starting with 12 teams in
its first edition, expanding to 16 in
the second, and reaching a record
24 teams this year. This consistent
increase reflects the tournament’s
rising popularity and the growing
enthusiasm it continues to gener-
ate among participants and the
wider community. The Fayrouz
Courtyard was transformed into
a vibrant destination for families
and fans, featuring an interactive

fan zone, a dedicated children’s
play area, live entertainment, and
a variety of activities and promo-
tions that enhanced the Ramadan
atmosphere. The tournament
concluded with an exciting final,
where the Al-Ghariyyah team
claimed first place, ECM secured
second, and Captain Sayyed’s
team finished third. Participants
echoed the sentiment of appreci-
ation, with one player expressing
gratitude to the United Develop-

ment Company for organising a
fair and well-structured competi-
tion, and another highlighting the
tournament’s impressive growth
and the quality of the experience
provided to teams and spectators
alike. The event culminated in an
award ceremony honouring the
winning teams and participants,
marking the end of yet another
successful chapter in The Pearl
Island’s growing calendar of com-
munity events.

. Any queries relating to the Tender Documents must only be raised in writing, preferably by email, to the address specied in the respective Tender Document. Any response issued by Qatar Primary Material Company will be in the form of a question and answer

and will be distributed to all Tenderers without revealing the identity of the originator of the query(ies) in the Form of Tender Bulletins. Queries must be received at the address specified in the respective ITT Documentation at least five (5) calendar days prior to the
Tender closing date. Any queries received after such a date will be ignored.
The amount of the Performance Bond to be provided by the awarded bidder is (10% of the contract value) and ts valicity period must remain valid under the contract implementation period and the guarantee period according to the terms of the tender,

. The Technical Bids shall be openedt within one week of the closing date.
. Qatar Primary Material Company has the right, during the contract period, to request an increase or decrease in the amounts of the items, works or Services by a percentage not exceeding (20%) of the contract value with the same conditions and prices, provided

that the increase is of the same type of contracted items, works or services

Qatar Primary Material Company's tendering terms and conditions apply.

For any inauiries about the tender except collecting the documents, please contact tender@gpme.qa
Location of the new building

For further Inquiry, please send your queries at Fax Number: 44479559 or email to tender@gpmc.qa
or visit Qatar Primary Material Company website @ www.gpmc.qa

+974 4447 9411wl | 22085 naya| 33204 w5 s Uauw| 108 yob). Ujlo @4 wel ditials , pab - Aagalls i Lajsis | (§8maul) dugll algol) pab dbul
Qatar Pnmary Matenals Company (Q.PS.C) | Head Office: Doha-Qatar, Lusail, Marina Tower No.© 108 | CR No. 33204 | P.O Box: 22005 | Tel: <074 4447 9411

Capital 200,000,000 QAR | Paid Up Capital 200,000,000 info@gpme.ga www.qemc.ga 200,000,000 £gbaall ol wuwly| 200,000,000 as 2pnall Jlallywly

h N2 & vaall
mashreq _\% (o
>
UNCLAIMED PAYORDERS/CHEQUES OF CUSTOMERS
Mashreq is holding the following cheques/payorders which remain unclaimed in our books. To claim your amount, you are requested to visit our
C-Ring Road branch along with original QID/Commercial registration. As per Qatar Central Bank regulations, in case no claim is received within
1 month of the publication of this notice, Mashreq will transfer the unclaimed amounts to the General Authority for Minor Affairs.
SN | CUSTOMER NAME AMOUNTIN QAR | S.N | CUSTOMER NAME AMOUNT IN QAR | S.N | CUSTOMER NAME AMOUNT IN QAR
1. | SAFARIPHONES SPC 5199.94 | 36. | KAMAL OMAR AGHA 136.05 | 71. |[MUHAMMED THOPPIL ABU 221.58
2. | GULF ALUMINIUM EXT FACTORY QAT 295,695.00 | 37.| SPEEDY TRADING AND CONTRACTING WLL 956.37 | 72. |CRIS VENZON RAMOS 26.90
3. | SUJESHKUMAR KOROTH KUMARAN 128.74 | 38.| SHEAN TRADING AND CONTRACTING WLL 449.50 | 73. |RASAK CHAKKANTE VILLAPPIL 30.75
4. | ABDUL KARIM AL MOHAMAD 15.18 | 39.| TESLATRADING AND CONTRACTING CO WLL 915.72 | 74. |OSMAN MOHAMMED RAFI UZ ZAMAN 4.59
5. | PROMOD KUMAR KATTANE 2,553.20 | 40. | RIHAM ALY MOHAMED ALY ABDELMONEIM 518.58 | 75. |HANS PETER WIMMER 72850
6. | ORIENTAL TRADING & CONTRACTING 9,975.00 | 41.| BOUTROS AL MAKARY 1950 | 76. |KIFARAABDO 67.49
7. | AYOUB TRADING CO QATAR WLL 8,972.36 | 42.| CARL MICHAEL WALKER 181.08 | 77. |ALLAN CABUSAS ABATAYO 22.25
8. | NEW SYSTEM ENGINEERING WLL 606.93 | 43.| AKRAM MKHAIBER 4012 | 78. [RIYAS UNNIKKUNNUM CHALIL 548
9. | INTERNATIONAL VIDEO CENTER EST 1,245.00 | 44. | RAMESH PUTHAN PURAYIL 4835 | 79. |ABDULLA MAHMOUD ALI MOHAMED MAHMOUD 1.00
10. | JOVITO BALONES CUENCA 3,059.54 | 45. | MOHAMMED SAEED 601.31 | 80. [MARY MULLEPEDIYALE PAILY 822.93
11. | MARIA EVA REBANCOS SERRANILLA 150.00 | 46. | MAHMOUD AL JAMOUS 81.00 | 81. |MOHAMMED AZMEER MOHAMED 164.20
12. | AKRAM MKHAIBER 75.45 | 47.| SIPPY JOSE THARIATH 500.00 | 82. |LATE GURNATHA DODDASIDDVANAHALLIH 8,000.00
13.| JAKE RAMOS TAPING 358.98 | 48.| MARJON TEOPE BERNAL 110.21 | 83. |KUCHUMON MUHAMED RAFFI RAYAMARAKKAR 86.49
14. | WILFREDO PEDRO C LIPATA 369.25 | 49. | ABNAAALNILE CONTRACTING AND 163.92 | 84. [NICHOLAS JAMES WITTY 107.37
15.| MOHAMED ALREMAIHI 253.38 | 50. | M/S AL WOSATA TRADING & SERVICES EST 1,064.82 | 85. | JALEEL PADINHARAKAMENNA KATTIL 282.80
16. | RASHID HAMAD R D AL MUHANNADI 115.90 | 51. | ORIENTAL TRADING AND CONTRACTING WLL 14,23050 | 86. | YOHENTHIRAN MARKANDAN 4.89
17.| SALEEM ARAKKA VEETIL 9.15 | 52. | RAMESH KUMAR 3,623.75 | 87. |ABDULLA MAHMOUD ALI MOHAMED MAHMOUD 1.00
18.| JAMSHID MUNDAMPILAKKAL MOIDUNNY 29.41 | 53. | WALID JARKJI 1,938.53 | 88. | ABDULLA MAHMOUD ALI MOHAMED MAHMOUD 1.00
19. | ABRAHAM JOSEPH 57.98 | 54.| MANU MOHAN 50.00 | 89. |RUNDOLF LINGLINGON DAISA 353.39
20. | EMAIR FAHAD ALNEMI 11.88 | 55. | NAEEM BUTT SHARIF BUTT 0.18 [ 90. |ABDULLA MAHMOUD ALI MOHAMED MAHMOUD 1.00
21. | NAHAS MAMMIMUSLIYARAKATH MOHAMMADAL 2,673.94 | 56. | BACKTRACT BACKGROUND TRADING & CONT, 4,855.12 | 91. |SIJU SURESH SURESH BABU 7.35
22.| SELIMATTALLAH 100.31 | 57. | PARTZLAND FOR AUTO SPARE PARTS 478890 | 92. |ABDULLA MAHMOUD ALI MOHAMED MAHMOUD 1.00
23.| MUHAMMED SHABEER ELAYIDATH 9.83 | 58.| CEEMACO FOR TRAD & CONT WLL 7,813.60 | 93. |ABDULHAMEED MAHER DIN 20,000.00
24.| ARMANDO VARGAS PANTI 34.00 | 59. | AL SHAQRA BLD MAINT & TRAD WLL 564.84 | 94. |DOHA SEEF HOTEL 2,700.00
25.| MOHAMMED UNNI VELUTHEDE ABOOBACKER 1,070.75 | 60. | JORGE JR NODADO TRUMATA 207 | 95. | SHAIKHA NOOF ABDUL AZIZ H AL-THANI 5,000.00
26. | SAEED MEHMOOD 90.26 | 61. | FREDESWINDA FRNCISCO BRAGANZA 98.12 | 96. [SILVER STICK GROUP 0.50
27.| ANISH THEKKEMANNIL RAJAN 432.93 | 62. | HUMAN POWER TRADING & CONTRACTING 3,860.26 [ 97. |RAMIBASHEER OMAR ABU LABAN 20.00
28.| TARGET ELECT. & SANITARY WORKS (QATAR) 456.00 | 63. | GULF RESOURCE WLL 2,775.95 | 98. | QATAR GENERAL ELECTRICITY & WATER CORPORATION | 5,608.00
29.| ELMEDADI & ELBALAWNY TRADING CO WLL 25.63 | 64. | SUAD ABDULLA J F AL KHANJI 295.44 | 99. |QATAR GENERAL ELECTRICITY & WATER CORPORATION | 13,382.00
30. | ASMIL AFIR AMEER ABDUL KADER 36.48 | 65. | ZAHOORE ABID MAZINDRANI 9.85 [ 100.MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 3,000.00
31.| HATIM ALI TAHAABDELGADIR 183.13 | 66. | ABDUL BASHIRU ABEASHIE OKINE 75.00 | 101.|SIPPY JOSE THARIATH 500.00
32.| PRAKASH KHIRSAGAR 625.45 | 67. | KOLATHEKKATT MOHAMAD ALI MOHAMAD IQBAL 248.76 | 102, GLOBAL TEC. (QATAR) 131.00
33.| LEE MACHINERY AND TRADING COMPANY 1,132.71 | 68. | ALFREDO BANAYBANAY TATING 190.06 | 103.[DOHATECHNOLOGY TRADING 200
34.| LEE MACHINERY AND TRADING COMPANY 9,620.00 | 69. | SIDDEEQUE ALI PILAKKAL KANDI 159.20 | 104.|PEREGRINE PROJECTS & SOLUTIONS W.L.L. 300
35.| MYRA MENDOZA PERNITES 101.11 | 70. | KORATHATTIL MOHAMMED MUSTHAFA 207.80 * Terms & Conditions apply.
e




6 ‘ Gulf Times
Sunday, March 30, 2025

QATAR

A

Fanar wraps up
Ramadan Forum
for communities

he Sheikh Abdullah bin
I Zaid Al Mahmoud Islamic
Cultural Centre (Fanar)
under the Ministry of Endow-
ments (Awqaf) and Islamic Af-
fairs has wrapped up its Ram-
adan Forum for the communities
in Qatar.

The forum, according to an
official statement from Awaqaf,
was attended by the members of
Filipino, Malaysian, Indonesian,
Tamil and Bangladeshi commu-
nities in Qatar. The event drew
widespread attendance and en-

Eid al-Fitr preparations got into full swing last
intricate designs. PICTURES: Noushad Thekkayil

gaged participants.

The forum witnessed a large
turnout from various commu-
nities, with attendance at some
events exceeding 450 people
to reflect the strong interest in
these initiatives that aimed at
promoting Islamic values and
introducing the spiritual atmos-
phere of Ramadan.

The events included religious
lectures and presentations in-
troducing Qatari customs and
traditions during Ramadan in
addition to interactive activi-

ties that strengthened the bonds
of love and brotherhood among
participants.

The forum’s programmes were
diverse, with each activity fo-
cusing on a specific aspect of
Ramadan values and rituals. The
programme for the Filipino com-
munity was attended by approxi-
mately 300 members. It covered
the ritual of fasting and the spir-
itual atmosphere of Ramadan.
Around 150 members of the Ma-
laysian community attended the
programme, which included a

Eid fervour in Doha
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RAMADAN

Ramadan
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lecture titled ‘Signs of the Pi-
ous’ 270 participants from the
Indonesian community attended
a lecture while 150 persons from
the Tamil community attended
the programme. The event for the
Bangladeshi community was the
best-attended with marked at-
tendance of 450 participants.
These Ramadan gatherings
aimed to strengthen religious
values among Muslim communi-

ties by explaining and clarifying
Islamic concepts and instilling a
spirit of harmony and compas-
sion among different cultures.

The events also provided an
opportunity for interaction and
discussion, and participants ex-
pressed their appreciation for
the beneficial activities, which
helped them gain a deeper un-
derstanding of the teachings of
Islam.

Participants praised the organ-
isation and spiritual atmosphere
that pervaded the forum saying
such events enhance cultural co-
existence and community com-
munication.

These initiatives come within
the framework of the efforts of
Awqaf and Fanar to spread reli-
gious awareness and to promote
Islamic values among the coun-
try’s diverse communities.

N
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Eid shopping

Vil o0
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Palestinians shop at a market ahead of the upcoming holiday of Eid al-Fitr, marking the end of the holy
fasting month of Ramadan, in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, yesterday.

Shoppers browse for sweets along the alley of Damascus’ Hamidiya covered market yesterday, as Muslims
prepare ahead of the holiday of Eid al-Fitr marking the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan.

Gaza Red Crescent
says nine workers
missing after Israeli
fire at ambulances

AFP
Gaza City

he Palestine Red Crescent

I Society said yesterday that

the fate of nine crew mem-

bers in the Gaza Strip remains un-

known nearly a week after Israeli
forces had hit ambulances.

The Israeli military said troops
had opened fired on ambulances
after identifying them as “suspi-
cious vehicles”, in an incident on
Sunday in southern Gaza that Ha-
mas authorities condemned as a
“war crime’, reporting at least one
person killed.

The gunfire in Rafah city’s Tal
al-Sultan neighbourhood came
just days into a renewed Israeli of -
fensive in the southern area, close
to the Egyptian border, after the
military resumed its bombard-
ments of Gaza on March 18 fol-
lowing an almost two-month-
long truce.

The Red Crescent in a statement
accused Israeli authorities of re-
fusing to allow search operations
to locate the missing workers.

“For the seventh consecutive
day, the fate of nine Palestine Red
Crescent EMTs remains unknown

after they were besieged and tar-
geted by Israeli forces in Rafah,” it
said.

“We condemn Israel’s deliber-
ate obstruction of search efforts
and hold it fully responsible for
the lives of our team members,”
the statement added.

The emergency response serv-
ice said that “initial reports from
the crew at the time of the inci-
dent confirmed they came under
heavy gunfire from Israeli forces,
resulting in multiple injuries.”

The Israeli military said in a
statement that its forces had
“opened fire toward Hamas ve-
hicles and eliminated several
Hamas fighters” “A few minutes
afterwards, additional wvehicles
advanced suspiciously toward the
troops” who “responded by firing
toward the suspicious vehicles”) it
said, adding that several “fighters”
were killed. The military did not
say whether there was fire coming
from the vehicles.

“Some of the suspicious vehi-
cles... were ambulances and fire
trucks,” the military statement
said, citing “an initial inquiry” of
the incident.

The day after the incident,
Gaza’s civil defence agency said in

a statement that it had not heard
from a team of six rescuers from
Tal al-Sultan who had been ur-
gently dispatched to respond to
deaths and injuries.

On Friday, the agency reported
finding the body of the team leader
as well as the rescue vehicles - an
ambulance and a fire engine - and
said a vehicle from the Palestine
Red Crescent Society was also
“reduced to a pile of scrap metal”.

“The targeted killing of rescue
workers — who are protected un-
der international humanitarian
law — constitutes a flagrant vio-
lation of the Geneva Conventions
and a war crime,” said Hamas
political bureau member Bassem
Naim. Tom Fletcher, head of the
United Nations Office for the
Co-ordination of Humanitarian
Affairs, said that since March
18, Israeli air strikes have hit
“densely populated areas”, with
“patients killed in their hospital
beds. Ambulances shot at. First
responders killed.”

The health ministry in Ha-
mas-run Gaza said yesterday
that at least 921 people have
been killed in the Palestinian
territory since Israel resumed its
large-scale strikes.

Sudan army says retakes
market in Khartoum-area
from paramilitaries

AFP
Port Sudan

he Sudanese army said
Tyesterday it had taken

control of a major market
in Khartoum’s twin city of Om-
durman, long used by its rival
Rapid Support Forces as a stag-
ing ground for attacks.

It is the latest conquest in
the army’s major offensive this
month to wrest back control of
the entire capital region, which
includes Khartoum, Omdurman
and Bahri — three cities split by
branches of the River Nile.

The blitz saw the army recap-
ture the presidential palace on
March 21, followed by the war-
damaged airport and other key

sites in the city centre.

In a statement, army spokes-
man Nabil Abdullah said forces
extended “their control over
Souq Libya in Omdurman” and
seized “weapons and equipment
left behind by” the RSF as they
fled.

Souq Libya, one of the larg-
est and busiest in the Khartoum
area, had for months been an
RSF stronghold and a launch-
pad for attacks on northern
and central Omdurman since
the war with the army began on
April 15,2023.

While the army already con-
trols much of Omdurman, the
RSF still holds ground in the
city’s west, particularly in Om-
bada district.

Late Thursday, the military

spokesman said that the army
had “cleansed” Khartoum itself
from “the last pockets” of the
RSF.

Sudan’s war began almost
two years ago during a power
struggle between the army and
the RSF, a paramilitary force
that was once its ally.

Khartoum has seen more
than 3.5mn of its people flee
since the war began, according
to the UN. Millions more, un-
able or unwilling to leave, live
among abandoned buildings,
wrecked vehicles and what
the army says are hidden mass
graves. The war has carved Su-
danin two: the army holds sway
in the east and north while the
RSF controls most of Darfur in
the west, and parts of the south.

US embassy in Syria warns
of increased risk of attacks

AFP
Damascus

in 2011. Washington advises its citizens not to travel
to Syria “due to the significant risks of terrorism,

zens of an “increased possibility” of attacks
during the upcoming holiday marking the
end of the holy month of Ramadan.

“The US Department of State cautions US citi-
zens of the increased possibility of attacks during
Eid al-Fitr holiday, which could target embassies,
international organisations, and Syrian public in-
stitutions in Damascus,” said a statement posted on

The US embassy in Syria has warned its citi-

the embassy website late Friday.

“Methods of attack could include... individual
attackers, armed gunmen, or the use of explosive
devices,” it added, without elaborating on specific
threats or who may be behind them. Security in
Syria remains tenuous after rebel-led forces over-
threw long-time ruler Bashar al-Assad in December
following nearly 14 years of war that erupted with
the brutal repression of anti-government protests

civil unrest, kidnapping, hostage-taking, armed

conflict, and unjust detention’, according to the

statement.

since 2012.

The embassy’s operations have been suspended

A French diplomatic source said yesterday that

“messages have been passed to French citizens cur-
rently in Syria about a heightened terror risk”.

A worker at a UN body, requesting anonymity,
told AFP that employees at international organisa-
tions in Syria had received a warning e-mail about

public gatherings that urged precautionary meas-

ures in the coming week.

War-torn Syria is awash with weapons and for
years has been home to myriad armed groups and
fighters including militants.

Syria’s transitional authorities face the daunt-
ing task of maintaining security in the ethnically
and religiously diverse country whose new security
forces are still dominated by former rebels.

Kenyan UN soldier killed in CAR

AFP
Bangui

soldier from Kenya serv-
Amg with a UN stabilisation
orce in the Central Afri-
can Republic was killed on Friday
in an ambush in the southeast
of the country, the second such
death this year, the UN said.
The UN Special Representa-

tive in the Central African Re-
public, Valentine Rugwabiza,
strongly condemned the ambush
in a statement yesterday, calling
on Central African authorities “to
spare no effort in identifying the
perpetrators of these acts”,

The latest death comes less
than two months after a Tunisian
UN soldier was killed February 11
in a firefight with still unidentified
gunmen in the north of the coun-

try. Minusca, the UN’s peacekeep-
ing mission in the Central African
Republic, has lost about 150 per-
sonnel since it was deployed in
2014. It has about 17,000 soldiers
and police in the country to help
thelocal army maintain order.
The southeast of the Central
African Republic has seen re-
newed conflict since 2024 be-
tween militias representing the
Azande and Fulani ethnic groups.

/

AFP
Conakry

uinea’s ex-dictator Mous-
Gsa Dadis Camara, jailed
for 20 years over a 2009
massacre, was pardoned for
“health reasons” by the West Af-
rican country’s junta head, with
a human rights body yesterday
saying he has left prison.
“Upon the proposal of the
Minister of Justice, a presidential
kpardon is granted to Mr. Moussa

Dadis Camara for health reasons;”
said a decree read out on televi-
sion by presidential spokesper-
son General Amara Camara late
Friday.

A source in the Guinean hu-
man rights federation OGDH told
AFP Dadis Camara had left jail
late Friday and had arrived in the
capital Conakry.

“He made a brief stop-off at
his home then was driven to a
villa in a chic Conakry district
where he is being monitored by
police,” the source added.

Following a landmark trial
permitted by the junta after it
took power in 2021, a court found
Dadis Camara guilty of crimes
against humanity and sentenced
him in July to 20 years behind
bars.

On September 28, 2009, at
least 156 people were killed by
gunfire, knives, machetes, or
bayonets in a massacre at an op-
position rally, according to a UN-
mandated international commis-
sion of inquiry.

Hundreds more were wound-

Guinea ex-dictator freed from jail after 2009 massacre pardon: junta )

ed and at least 109 women were
physically abused.

The abuses continued for sev-
eral days against women who
were held captive, and detainees
were tortured.

Only 57 bodies of the victims
were recovered, according to
families and human rights organ-
isations, and the toll is believed to
be far higher.

Dadis Camara was found re-
sponsible for the massacre and
for failing to punish its perpetra-
tors, ajudge ruled.

Seven other people were also
sentenced to prison terms of up
to life imprisonment for their role
in the massacre.

The Office of the Prosecutor of
the International Criminal Court
(ICC) had welcomed the verdict,
calling it a “landmark moment
in establishing the truth... and
bringing to account those bear-
ing the greatest responsibility for
the atrocities committed”

Camera’s younger brother Jean
Dadis Camara said he was de-
lighted to hear the news of the

pardon.“Everyone is happy. We
thank the president,” he said.

“We are extremely grateful
to President Mamadi Doum-
bouya for this pardon. It is the
greatest gift for the entire fam-
ily” said Marcus Olivier Thea, a
close friend and confidant of the
former dictator.

The junta’s head General Ma-
madi Doumbouya announced
Wednesday that compensation
ordered by a judge would be paid
to the victims of the September
28,2009, massacre.
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‘Everyone was screaming’: quake shocks Thailand tourists

AFP
Bangkok

rench tourist Augustin Gus
F was shopping for a T-shirt in
one of Bangkok’s many malls
when a massive quake began shak-
ing the building in the Thai capi-
tal. “Just when I left the elevator,
the earth starts moving. I thought
it was me... it was not me,” the
23-year-old told AFP.
“Everyone was screaming and
running, so I started screaming as

well” The powerful 7.7-magnitude
quake struck Friday afternoon in
neighbouring Myanmar, where
over 1,000 people have been killed
and several cities face large-scale
destruction. The damage and toll
was far smaller in Bangkok, with
10 people confirmed dead so far,
most in the collapse of an under-
construction skyscraper.

For many tourists who flocked to
the popular destination, the quake
was a disconcerting experience.
Some were lazing in rooftop pools
when the powerful shaking began

to slop the water off the edge of
high-rise buildings. Others were
left stranded in the streets with
their luggage when the city’s metro
and light-rail system shut down
for safety checks after the quake.
The city’s residents, unused
to earthquakes, were not able to
offer much guidance, said one
business traveller from the Solo-
mon Islands, who asked not to be
named. “Unfortunately there were
no procedures in place” during his
evacuation from the 21st floor of a
Bangkok skyscraper on Friday. “So

everyone was getting confused,” he
said. “I just wanted to get out.”
Cristina Mangion, 31, from Mal-
ta, was in her hotel bed when the
shaking began. “I thought I was
feeling dizzy from the heat;” she
told AFP. Hotel staff came to knock
at the doors of each room to offer
help, and Mangion’s father quickly
messaged to check she was okay.
Despite the experience Mangion
and Gus were among the tourists
out on Saturday at the sprawling
Chatuchak market. The popular
tourist draw is not far from the

scene of the deadly building col-
lapse, and market security guard
Yim Songtakob said crowds were
thinner than usual. “That’s nor-
mal... people are scared,” said
the 55-year-old, who has worked
at the market for a decade. Still,
Mangion said she would not be de-
terred by the tremors. “I feel bad
for what happened,” she said.

“Ithink the best thing is to actu-
ally come here and still continue as
if nothing happened.

“This weekend will probably be
harder than usual for business;”

Myanmar earthquake toll crosses

AFP
Mandalay

he death toll from a huge
Tearthquake that hit Myan-

mar and Thailand passed
1,600 yesterday, as rescuers dug
through the rubble of collapsed
buildings in a desperate search for
survivors. The shallow 7.7-magni-
tude quake struck northwest of the
city of Sagaing in central Myanmar
early Friday afternoon, followed
minutes later by a 6.7-magnitude
aftershock.

The quake destroyed buildings,
downed bridges, and buckled roads
across swathes of Myanmar, with
massive destruction seen in Man-
dalay, the country’s second biggest
city and home to more than 1.7mn
people. “We need aid,” said Thar
Aye, 68, a Mandalay resident. “We
don’t have enough of anything”

At least 1,644 people were killed
and more than 3,400 injured in
Myanmar, with at least 139 more
missing, the junta said in a state-
ment. Around 10 more deaths have
been confirmed in Bangkok. But
with communications badly dis-
rupted, the true scale of the disas-
ter is only starting to emerge from
the isolated military-ruled state,
and the toll is expected to rise sig-
nificantly.

In Mandalay, AFP journalists
saw rescuers pull a woman alive
from the remains of one apartment
block where a Red Cross official
said more than 90 people could be
trapped.

After hours of painstaking work
at the Sky Villa Condominium,
half of whose 12 storeys were flat-
tened by the quake, Phyu Lay Kha-
ing, 30, was brought out and car-
ried by stretcher to be embraced by
her husband and taken to hospi-
tal. Another woman at the apart-
ment block was less fortunate. Her
20-year-old son, an employee at
the building, is still missing.

“We cannot find him yet. I only
have this child - I feel so heart-
broken,” said Min Min Khine, 56, a

staff cook at the building.

“He ate at my dining room and
said goodbye. Then he left and the
earthquake happened. If he was
with me, he might have escaped
like me,” she told AFP.

Elsewhere in Mandalay, AFP
journalists saw dozens of peo-
ple preparing to bed down for the
night in the streets, preferring to
sleep in the open rather than take
the risk in quake-damaged build-
ings. This was the biggest quake to
hit Myanmar in decades, accord-
ing to geologists, and the tremors
were powerful enough to severely
damage buildings across Bangkok,
hundreds of kilometres (miles)
away from the epicentre. AFP
journalists saw a centuries-old
Buddhist pagoda in Mandalay that
had been reduced to rubble.

“The monastery also collapsed.
One monk died, some people were
injured, we pulled out some people
and took them to the hospital,” said
a soldier at a nearby checkpoint.

There are reports of damage to
Mandalay Airport, which would
complicate relief efforts in a country
whose rescue services and health-
care system have already been
ravaged by four years of civil war
sparked by a military coup in 2021.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing is-
sued an exceptionally rare appeal
for international aid on Friday,
indicating the severity of the ca-
lamity. Previous military govern-
ments have shunned foreign as-
sistance, even after major natural
disasters. The country declared a
state of emergency across the six
worst-affected regions after the
quake, and at one major hospital
in the capital, Naypyidaw, medics
were forced to treat the wounded
in the open air. Offers of foreign
assistance began coming in, with
President Donald Trump pledging
US help.

An initial aid delivery arrived
from India, while China said it sent
more than 80 rescuers to Myanmar
and pledged $13.8mn in emergen-
cy assistance. Aid agencies have
warned that Myanmar is unpre-

S Korea firefighters
deploy helicopters as
wildfires reignite

AFP
Seoul

country’s biggest wildfires on record that ravaged wide areas of

S outh Korean firefighters deployed helicopters yesterday as the

its southeast reignited in one of the region’s cities, an official said.
More than a dozen fires have been fanned by high winds and dry condi-
tions, killing 30 people and injuring dozens more in southeastern re-
gions, an interior ministry official said yesterday.

Fires were whipped up again early Saturday in Andong, a city in the
worst-hit North Gyeongsang province, forcing authorities to deploy
eight helicopters to the area, an official from the Korea Forest Service
told AFP. It came a day after the main fire in the province, where 26 of
the 30 victims have died, was extinguished. “It seems that the remain-
ing embers have flared up a bit,” said the official. “We plan to deploy
more helicopters to the area in Andong” The fires there began on Sat-
urday last week and rolled on for days. More than 2,000 homes in the
region have been completely destroyed, according to the latest figures.
An official said this week that more than 35,000 hectares (86,500 acres)
of forest have been burned. The fire also destroyed several historic sites,
including the Gounsa temple complex in the southeastern city of Ui-
seong, which is believed to have been originally built in the 7th century.
The extent of the damage makes it South Korea’s largest -ever wildfire.
Later yesterday, an official from the North Gyeongsang provincial gov-
ernment said helicopters were still being deployed in Andong areas to
extinguish mostly small flames and smoke.

“Given the size of the area, it may take some time to complete all op-
erations and fully extinguish the fires,” Do Gyu-myeong told AFP.

Most of the victims in the region were elderly, according to the Korea
Forest Service. Those killed include a pilot in his 70s whose helicopter
crashed Wednesday while he was trying to contain a fire. The flames
have been fanned by high winds and ultra-dry conditions, with the area
experiencing below-average rains for months after South Korea had its

hottest year on record in 2024.

The interior ministry said the wildfires were accidentally started
by a grave visitor and “sparks from a brush cutter” Lee Hye-young,
a 65-year-old resident of Andong, said she still remains traumatised
by the experience. “It was really scary to see the sparks flying around
all at once,” she told AFP. “While living in North Gyeongsang, I never
thought that such alarge disaster would strike us.”

1,600 as rescuers dig

¢+ -':4

Myanmar.

pared to deal with a disaster of this
magnitude. Some 3.5mn people
were displaced by the raging civil
war, many at risk of hunger, even
before the quake struck.

The UN humanitarian agency
OCHA said yesterday that the
emergency response was being
hindered by a “severe shortage”
of medical supplies, along with
damaged roads and communica-
tions infrastructure. Across the
border in Bangkok, rescuers were
continuing to work Saturday as a
second night drew in, searching for
survivors trapped when a 30-sto-
rey skyscraper under construction
collapsed.

Bangkok governor Chadchart
Sittipunt told reporters that eight
people had been confirmed dead
in the building collapse so far. But
he said 79 were still unaccounted
for at the building, close to the
Chatuchak weekend market that
is a magnet for tourists. “All my
friends and my brother were in the
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for survivors
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Phyu Lay Khaing is rescued from the rubble of the collapsed Sky Villa
Condo apartment building before being transported to the hospital in

Mandalay.

building when it collapsed”; said
construction worker Khin Aung.
Sniffer dogs and thermal imag-
ing drones were deployed to seek
signs of life in the rubble. Bang-

kok city authorities said they will
deploy more than 100 engineers
to inspect buildings for safety af-
ter receiving over 2,000 reports of
damage.

she added. Gus also said he was not
worried about enjoying the rest of
his three-week trip. “I'll still have
great memories, it’s just an experi-
ence and that’s why I'm travelling,”
he said.

Frenchman Gilles Franke, a reg-
ular visitor to Thailand who hopes
to one day retire in the country, was
equally sanguine about the risk of
aftershocks. “When it’s your time,
it’s your time,” the 59-year-old
told AFP. “You can die when you
cross the road, you can die at any
time in your life”

Scientists explain
why Myanmar
quake was

so deadly

Experts say that the devastating
earthquake in Myanmar was likely
the strongest to hit the country in
decades, with disaster modelling
suggesting thousands could be
dead. Automatic assessments

from the United States Geological
Survey (USGS) said the shallow
7.7-magnitude quake northwest of
the central Myanmar city of Sagaing
triggered a red alert for shaking-
related fatalities and economic
losses. “High casualties and
extensive damage are probable and
the disaster is likely widespread,”

it said, locating the epicentre

near the central Myanmar city of
Mandalay, home to more than a
million people. Myanmar’s ruling
junta said on Saturday morning that
the number killed had passed 1,000,
with more than 2,000 injured. Weak
infrastructure will complicate relief
efforts in the isolated, military-
ruled state, where rescue services
and the healthcare system have
already been ravaged by four

years of civil war. Bill McGuire,
emeritus professor of geophysical
and climate hazards at University
College London (UCL), said it was
“probably the biggest earthquake
on the Myanmar mainland in
three-quarters of a century”.

A 6.7-magnitude aftershock

struck minutes after the first and
McGuire warned that “more can be
expected”. Rebecca Bell, a tectonics
expert at Imperial College London
suggested it was a side-to-side
“strike-slip” of the Sagaing Fault.
This is where the Indian tectonic
plate, to the west, meets the Sunda
plate that forms much of Southeast
Asia - a fault similar in scale and
movement to the San Andreas Fault
in California. “The Sagaing fault

is very long, 1,200km, and very
straight,” Bell said. “The straight
nature means earthquakes can
rupture over large areas — and the
larger the area of the fault that slips,
the larger the earthquake.”
Earthquakes in such cases can

be “particularly destructive”, Bell
added, explaining that since the
quake takes place at a shallow
depth, its seismic energy has
dissipated little by the time it
reaches populated areas above.
That causes “a lot of shaking at the
surface”, Bell said. (AFP)

Rallies grow in S Korea as court weighs president’s fate

AFP
Seoul

undreds of thousands of
HSouth Koreans rallied for
and against impeached
President Yoon Suk-yeol yesterday
as protests grow while the coun-
try’s Constitutional Court weighs
whether to dismiss him. Yoon was
impeached by lawmakers over his
disastrous December 3 declara-
tion of martial law, and the court
last month held weeks of tense im-
peachment hearings to determine
whether to officially remove him
from office.
The wait has only emboldened
rival camps to hit the streets in
greater numbers every weekend.

Yesterday main streets through
central Seoul were filled with pro-
testers for and against Yoon carry-
ing political signs and waving flags
despite the cold weather.

“The people are overwhelmed
with fatigue and frustration as...
the ongoing crises remain unre-
solved,” said Lee Han-sol, 34, who
was protesting for Yoon’s dismiss-
al. “The ongoing delays have led to
a growing sense of scepticism.”

But Yoon supporters, whose
members include right-wing
YouTubers and religious figures,
told AFP his impeachment trial
is unlawful. “The Constitutional
Court won'’t be able to ignore us.
Look at us, there so many of us
here;” said Lee Hye-sook, 58.

The Constitutional Court was

given 180 days from the time it
took on Yoon’s impeachment case
to issue a ruling, meaning it has
until June to decide his fate. It has
typically issued rulings within
weeks for past presidential im-
peachment cases, but it has taken
longer over Yoon’s case, without
providing a reason.

At least six of the court’s eight
justices must vote to remove Yoon.
But the wait has also given rise to
a surge in speculation, with some
suggesting the justices must be
experiencing tense disagreements.
The former prosecutor was de-
tained in a dawn raid in January
on insurrection charges but was
released in early March on proce-
dural grounds. He has remained
defiant throughout and blamed a

“malicious” opposition. Yoon also
faces a criminal trial on charges of
insurrection over the martial law
bid, making him the first sitting
South Korean president to stand
trial in a criminal case. If the Con-
stitutional Court decides to for-
mally dismiss Yoon, it would trig-
ger elections in 60 days - which
opposition leader Lee Jae-myung
is currently frontrunner to win.

This week an appeals court
overturned an election law con-
viction against Lee, potentially
clearing the way for him to mount
a presidential campaign. But if it
is reinstated on appeal, he will be
stripped of his parliamentary seat
and barred from running for office
for five years, including the next
presidential vote.
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Tesla protesters in London
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IF YOU HATE

Protesters op_posing billionaire Elon Musk gather outside a Tesla deélership in Acton, London.

UK dreams of US PM Albanese starts
trade deal before
Trump tariffs

AFP
London

ritain’s government is hop-
Bing to reach a last-minute

post-Brexit trade agreement
with Washington to avoid - or at
least mitigate - more tariffs set to
be announced on Wednesday by
US President Donald Trump.

Britain has set out to strike a
trade deal with the United States
since departing the European Un-
ion at the start of the decade, but
had been unsuccessful under the
previous Conservative govern-
ment. Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er, leader of the Labour party that
won power in July, visited Wash-
ington at the end of February and
came away hopeful an accord
could be reached.

Trump himself held out the
prospect of a “great” deal that
could avoid tariffs on Britain, hail-
ing Starmer as a tough negotiator.
Talks have continued, with Busi-
ness Secretary Jonathan Reynolds
recently visiting Washington,
while Starmer and Trump took up
the baton in a phone call earlier
this week.

Itis thought that the UK govern-
ment wants to agree some kind of
trade deal ahead of April 2 - termed
“Liberation Day” by Trump, when
he is set to unveil supposedly “re-

ciprocal” tariffs, tailored to differ-
ent trading partners.

It would follow Trump’s an-
nouncement this week of im-
posing steep tariffs on imported
vehicles and auto parts, vowing
retaliation as trade tensions in-
tensify and price hikes appear on
the horizon. “We're engaged in
discussions with the United States
about mitigating the impact of tar-
iffs)” Starmer said heading into the
weekend.

Finance minister Rachel Reeves
on Thursday said Britain would
not seek to “escalate” trade wars,
in contrast to strong comments by
other major economic powers that
hinted at retaliation in response to
the auto-sector tariffs. Downing
Street has described a potential
agreement as an “economic pros-
perity deal”, indicating it will fall
short of a free trade deal ultimately
sought by London.

As it stands, the United States
is the UK’s single largest coun-
try trading partner. “Some type
of arrangement that might let
the UK escape some tariffs is
possible but it would not be a
full-scale trade deal,” Jonathan
Portes, professor of economics at
King’s College London, told AFP.
“Brexit is a double edged sword -
it gives us more flexibility and we
can negotiate with a view to our
own interests.

Turtle-watching

Sl

People take pictures of newly-
hatched olive ridley turtles
released by wildlife division
officials along a beach in
Chennai, India.

“But equally, it means we have
less weight than as part of the EU
and moreover we cannot afford to
agree to anything that complicates
our trading relationship with the
EU.” Portes added.

UK media has reported that
London may scrap a tax on tech
giants to avert US tariffs under
Trump and clear a pathway to a
trade deal. Starmer in response
stressed that “in the end, our na-
tional interest has to come first,
which means all options are on the
table”

His spokesman added that the
UK will “make sure that busi-
nesses pay their fair share of tax,
including businesses in the digital
sector”.

The digital tax is currently worth
about £800mn ($1bn) annually to
the UK Treasury.

Reynolds conceded that the dig-
ital tax is not “something that can
never change or we can never have
a conversation about”.

Portes, along with David Henig,
director of the UK Trade Policy
Project, pointed to the risk of al-
tering Britain’s tax policy in return
for a promise from Trump over
tariff exemptions. “If Trump keeps
his word and the UK gains signifi-
cant benefits as aresult, then elim-
inating a tax could be a good deal,’
Henig told AFP. “That, however, is
quite a gamble.”

India sends aid flights to quake-hit Myanmar

Indian aid flights began landing

in Myanmar yesterday, New
Delhi’s foreign ministry said, a day
after a powerful 7.7-magnitude
caused widespread damage in

its civil war-ravaged neighbour.
Myanmar junta chief Min Aung
Hlaing issued an exceptionally
rare appeal for international

aid, indicating the severity of a

calamity that has killed at least 694
people and injured 1,670 others.
Previous military regimes in the
country have shunned foreign
assistance even after major natural
disasters. Indian foreign minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar said a
C-130 military transport plane had
been dispatched carrying hygiene
kits, blankets, food parcels and

other essentials. “A search and
rescue team and medical team is
also accompanying this flight,” he
added. “We will continue to monitor
the developments and more aid will
follow.” Jaishankar’s ministry later
shared photographs of the flight
being unloaded after it landed in
the commercial capital Yangon.
(AFP)

election drive touting
healthcare credentials

Reuters
Sydney

ustralian Prime Minister
AAnthony Albanese touted

his Labor party’s creden-
tials on affordable healthcare yes-
terday, the first full day of cam-
paigning for a general election
expected to have cost of living as
a central issue.

Albanese on Friday called the
election for May 3 as his centre-
left Labor runs neck-and-neck
in opinion polls with the Liberal-
National opposition led by Peter
Dutton, who has campaigned on
a housing crisis that he says is
putting home ownership out of
reach.

After enjoying a healthy lead
for much of his term, Albanese’s
personal approval ratings are now
near those of Dutton, a former
police officer and the defence
minister in the last conservative
government.

Labor, which in Febru-
ary pledged an extra A$8.5bn
(US$5.3bn) for Medicare, bills its
protection of Australia’s universal
healthcare scheme as a key differ-
ence between it and the Liberal-

Peter Dutton

National coalition, which says it
is superior on economic manage-
ment and border protection.

“At this election, this little card
here, your Medicare card, is what
is at stake,” Albanese said while
campaigning in Dutton’s elec-
torate in Brisbane, the capital of
Queensland state.

Medicare, established by Labor
in 1984, guarantees all Austral-
ians and some overseas visitors
access to a wide range of health
and hospital services at low or no
cost.

Liberal leader Dutton, also
campaigning in Brisbane, said: “I

Anthony Albanese

want to make sure that it’s easier,
not harder, for Australians, and
this election really is about who
can manage the economy”

On Friday he said cutting per-
manent migration by 25% would
boost home-building. Longer-
term, Dutton wants to adopt nu-
clear power in the country. Al-
banese has received little benefit
from slowing inflation and the
central bank’s first interest rate
cut in five years. The prime min-
ister says a Liberal-National gov-
ernment would axe public pro-
grammes and revoke modest new
tax cuts passed by parliament.

Nepal probes deadly violence in
pro-monarchy demonstration

Reuters
Kathmandu

epal’s government is in-
Nvestigating deadly vio-
lence that occurred dur-
ing a rally by the supporters of
the former king seeking the res-
toration of constitutional mon-
archy, a minister said yesterday.
Two people were killed on Friday
and at least 112 injured, includ-
ing 77 security officials, authori-
ties said, after police used force
to stop the stone-throwing crowd
from marching towards the par-
liament building in the capital
Kathmandu.
Protesters vandalised homes,

shops, a hospital, a political party
office, vehicles and a shopping
mall and snatched a weapon from
the police, the authorities in the
Himalayan nation said. “This is
sheer vandalism, arson, looting
and anarchy. It cannot be a pro-
test,” cabinet spokesman Prithvi
Subba Gurung, the minister of
communication and information
technology, told Reuters.

Rishiram Tiwari, Kathmandu’s
chief district officer, said 105
protesters including some pro-
monarchy leaders were taken into
custody.

Nepal’s 239-year-old mon-
archy was abolished in 2008 by
a specially elected assembly as
part of a deal with Maoist former

rebels, ending an insurgency that
killed 17,000 people between
1996 and 2006.

The last king, 77-year-old Gy-
anendra, lives as a commoner
with his family in a private house
in Kathmandu. Political instabil -
ity has rocked Nepal, one of the
world’s poorest countries, with
14 governments since the aboli-
tion of the monarchy, hampering
economic growth and discourag-
ing investment.

Public frustration has risen
over the failure of successive
governments to deliver on com-
mitments to develop the econo-
my of the country, a natural buff-
er between Asian giants China
and India.

Indian security forces kill
16 Maoist rebels: police

AFP
Raipur

least 16 Maoists during a fierce

gun battle yesterday, police
told AFP, as New Delhi ramps up
efforts to crush the long-running
insurgency.

More than 10,000 people have
been killed in the decades-long
“Naxalite” rebellion, whose
members say they are fighting for
the rights of marginalised people
in India’s resource-rich central
regions. Saturday’s skirmish in
Chhattisgarh state began after
security forces launched a raid in
the dense forests of Sukma dis-
trict, police chief P Sundarraj told
AFP. “We have so far recovered 16
bodies from the Maoists,” he said,
adding that the toll may rise fur-
ther. Sundarraj said the gunfight

Indian security forces killed at

was ongoing and that government
forces had recovered a cache of
arms including rocket and gre-
nade launches, assault weapons
and other rifles.

A crackdown by security forces
killed around 287 rebels last year,
an overwhelming majority of
them in Chhattisgarh, according
to government data. The Maoists
demand land, jobs and a share of
the region’s immense natural re-
sources for local residents.

They made inroads in a number
of remote communities across
India’s east and south, and the
movement gained in strength and
numbers through the first decade
of this century.

At its peak, the rebels had an
estimated strength of 15,000-
20,000 armed cadres and were
operating in districts equivalent
to nearly a third of India’s land-
mass. New Delhi then deployed

tens of thousands of troops in a
stretch of territory known as the
“Red Corridor”

The insurgency is a shadow of
its former self as a result of years
of counterinsurgency operations.
Home Minister Amit Shah has
vowed to eradicate the last rem-
nants of the movement by early
2026. More than 110 Maoists have
already been killed so far this year.

Earlier this month security
forces shot dead 30 Maoists in
two separate clashes. Another
31 were killed in a single day last
month. The conflict has also seen
scores of deadly attacks on gov-
ernment forces. A roadside bomb
killed at least nine Indian troops
in January.

A 2010 forest ambush in
Chhattisgarh killed 76 paramili-
tary troops - the single deadliest
attack on Indian security forces
by the insurgents.
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Unexpected sea level
rise threatens coastal
ecosystems and
marine biodiversity

Sealevel rise is a major global issue driven by climate change,
primarily due to melting ice caps and the thermal expansion of
seawater.

Higher sea levels lead to more frequent and severe coastal
flooding. Increased erosion have seen threatening coastal
infrastructure and communities around the world.

Globally, sea level rose faster than expected in 2024, mostly
because of ocean water expanding as it warms, or thermal
expansion.

According to arecent Nasa-led analysis, last year’s rate of rise
was 0.23 inches (0.59 centimetres) per year, compared to the
expected rate of 0.17 inches (0.43 centimetres) per year.

“The rise we saw in 2024 was higher than we expected,’
said Josh Willis, a sea level researcher at Nasa’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory in Southern California.

“Every year is a little bit different, but what’s clear is that the
ocean continues to rise, and the rate of rise is getting faster and
faster”

In recent years, about two-thirds of sea level rise was from the
addition of water from land into the ocean by melting ice sheets
and glaciers. About a third came from thermal expansion of
seawater. But in 2024, those contributions flipped, with two-
thirds of sea level rise coming from thermal expansion.

“With 2024 as the
warmest year on record,
Earth’s expanding oceans
are following suit, reaching
their highest levels in
three decades,” said Nadya
Vinogradova Shiffer, head
of physical oceanography
programmes and the
Integrated Earth System
Observatory at Nasa
Headquarters in Washington.
Since the satellite record of
ocean height began in 1993,
the rate of annual sea level rise
has more than doubled. In total, global sea level has gone up by 4
inches (10 centimetres) since 1993, noted Jane J Lee of Nasa’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory.

According to Nasa, there are several ways in which heat makes
its way into the ocean, resulting in the thermal expansion of
water. Normally, seawater arranges itself into layers determined
by water temperature and density.

Warmer water floats on top of and is lighter than cooler water,
which is denser. In most places, heat from the surface moves very
slowly through these layers down into the deep ocean.

But extremely windy areas of the ocean can agitate the layers
enough to result in vertical mixing. Very large currents, like those
found in the Southern Ocean, can tilt ocean layers, allowing
surface waters to more easily slip down deep.

The massive movement of water during El Nifio — in which a
large pool of warm water normally located in the western Pacific
Ocean sloshes over to the central and eastern Pacific — can also
result in vertical movement of heat within the ocean.

In another report, Nasa noted the rate of global sea level rise
doubled in the last 30 years.

Citing recent findings, the premier space agency said this
rate measures the average rise in sea level each year — most of it
resulting from climate change. The study found that in 1993, the
rate was about 0.08 inches (2.1 millimetres) per year but has since
increased to about 0.18 inches (4.5 millimetres) per year in 2023.

The study reports that sea level also is expected to grow by
another 6.6 inches (169 millimetres) globally over the next 30
years if it follows this trend.

“We have had this succession of satellite missions over the
past three decades, one building on top of another, and it’s that
data on a global scale that allows us to precisely track the rate of
global sea level rise,” said Nasa Sea Level Change Team Principal
Investigator Benjamin Hamlington, the new study’s lead author.

Although a number of factors contribute to sea level rise, the
primary causes are warming and ice-melt due to greenhouse gas
emissions, Hamlington said.
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Starmer set for health strate
test as Reform

By Elizabeth Piper
London

n the nuclear medicine

department of London’s

University College Hospital,

patients pass through
polished corridors to airy rooms
decorated with green-leaf stencils,
where they are scanned and
treated, particularly for cancer,
with cutting-edge technology that
uses radioactive tracers.

The facility is a showcase for
Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s
bid to revitalise Britain’s National
Health Service that should boost
employment, as well as helping to
counter the growing popularity of
Nigel Farage’s party, Reform UK,
members of Starmer’s team say.
Starmer has visited to advertise
his “reform or die” agenda for the
health service.

His team sees the NHS in
England as one area where
it can offer people tangible
improvements soon, a member of
his team said.

So it’s in hospital corridors such
as these, where political rhetoric
meets practical reality, that votes
for Starmer’s Labour Party could
be won or lost as his health reform
agenda is tested in local elections
in parts of England on May 1.

Before last year’s national
election, public satisfaction
with Britain’s run-down and
overburdened health service had
slumped to its lowest on record.
The service was founded by
Labour in 1948; nearly half the
party’s supporters told pollsters
that improving it was their
number one concern.

In its October budget, Labour
injected almost £26bn ($34bn) into
the system over two years, calling
that the largest boost in day-to-
day NHS spending since 2010.

—

But it is cutting Britain’s
welfare bill to try to meet its fiscal
rules.

It said the NHS must start
reducing waiting times and took
steps to cut bureaucracy and red
tape, including scrapping NHS
England, an organisation that
manages health services.

Among targets, Starmer set
a goal of doubling the number
of scanners in England to help
reduce the more than 6mn
people waiting for treatment and
provide more than 2mn extra
appointments every year.

The government said in
February the NHS had met its
appointments target between
July and November 2024 and was
chipping away at the list.

How sustainable such steps
prove to be - and particularly,
whether they show up in the less
affluent regions where Brexit
campaigner Farage is gaining
ground - will be an acid test.

“When you ask those who
switched to Labour at the last
election, it was very clear that
the NHS and the economy were
the two key tests as to whether
Labour have delivered on
their promise,” said Luke Tryl,
executive director of think tank
More in Common UK.

Farage, whose party has rivalled
the popularity of Britain’s two
main parties in recent weeks,
hopes to win votes in central and
northern England and the nation’s
increasingly deprived coastal
areas, where dissatisfaction with
the NHS runs deep.

Reform UK did not respond to a
request for comment for this story
but has argued it could eradicate
waiting lists by reducing NHS
managers, boosting the workforce
and offering private healthcare
vouchers.

Health Minister Wes Streeting,

ains ground

who said in January that
improving the health service
would be a “potent antidote” to
populism, says this shows Farage
does not believe in the NHS’s
mandate of “a universal service
free at the point of use” - which
Farage rejects.

For one health expert,
Starmer’s strategy is a gamble
because it will take longer than
May for the benefits of Labour’s
extra spending to be noticed by
voters.

“The problem with investment
in health is that it is notoriously
quite sticky, it takes a while to see
noticeable benefits,” said Luke
Munford, senior lecturer in health
economics at The University of
Manchester.

A spokesperson for the
Department of Health and
Social Care said: “We have
hit the ground running”

Besides delivering the extra
appointments, the spokesperson
said the government had invested
in family doctors to shift care

out of hospitals and diagnostic
equipment to get patients answers
sooner.

Labour plans three major
shifts for health: to move
care from hospitals to the
community, switch treatment
and administration technology
to digital methods, and work on
methods of prevention rather
than just treatment - hence the
publicity focus on scanners.

But even in the London hospital,
staff say the challenges are many.
Some scanners cost around a
million pounds each. Demand,
as elsewhere across Europe, is
surging as post-war Baby Boomers
age and sicken. And skilled staff
are hard to come by.

Geoff Bellingan, medical
director for cancer and surgery at
the trust that runs the hospital,

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer during a press conference on the sidelines of a summit for ‘;coalition of the
willing” at the British embassy in Paris on Thursday. (AFP)

said it was seeing a “significant
rise” in some referrals “and those
patients all need diagnostics”.

The hospital said the nuclear
medicine department has already
increased its rate of some scans
by nearly one-fifth, is allowing
family doctors more direct access
to its imaging services, and trying
to push more patients through by
streamlining procedures.

But it lacks space for new
machines and cannot recruit
enough radiographers from within
the UK, because not enough are
trained there.

Most of its scanning services
do not generate enough revenue
in the NHS’s internal accounting
system to cover their cost, the
hospital said. It is looking for
different ways to deal with the
constraints, including options
for more bulk procurement,
income generation and private
partnerships to reduce costs,
David Probert, chief executive of
the University College London
Hospitals trust, told Reuters in
February.

As well as finding enough
investment, hospitals need to
bring “the population with you,”
Probert said: elderly people, for
instance, often struggle with
online services.

He said that every year he tells
his staff the next one is going to be
“incredibly challenging. And now
I'm saying it again: The next year
will be incredibly challenging.”

One of Reform’s main targets is
the eastern area of Lincolnshire,
alargely agricultural region
where Andrea Jenkyns, who left
the Conservative Party to join
Reform, is standing to be mayor
on May 1.

She did not respond to a
request for comment for this
story but Reform has said it hopes
to channel local frustration with
high immigration by promoting
apolicy to freeze non-essential
immigration, which Farage says
contributes to lengthy NHS
waiting lists.

Lincolnshire’s director of public
health, Derek Ward, told a local
committee in January that the
region’s population aged over 85
is expected to almost double by
2043 and its residents have been
identified as having increasing
long-term health needs. He
declined further comment so
close to the elections.

Munford, the health
economist, said deprived areas
including Lincolnshire were
hit harder than richer ones by
government cuts since 2008,
which targeted budgets for
preventative health.

This means many voters in
such regions not only suffer worse
health, but also have lost faith
in government after promises
for new hospitals failed to
materialise.

“Austerity was the perfect
storm in deprived areas,” he
said. “The obvious thing to do
is to blame the status quo, the
government.”

The government said its extra
funds are weighted towards
poorer areas: “We are ensuring
the NHS is fit for the future
while taking immediate action
to improve patient care,” its
spokesperson said. - Reuters
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US vaccine chief resigns over RFK ‘lies’: media

AFP/Reuters
Washington

he top US vaccine official

I has resigned, citing the

“misinformation and lies”

that he said were being peddled by

the incoming health secretary, re-
ports said.

According to both the New York
Times and the Wall Street Journal
(WSJ), Dr Peter Marks was forced
out of the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA)’s vaccine division, as
Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Robert F Kennedy Jr takes
charge.

Kennedy is a noted vaccine
sceptic, while Marks has worked
at the FDA since 2012 and was part
of the US effort to roll out inocula-
tions during the coronavirus (Cov-
id-19) pandemic.

The WSJ reported that Marks
was given the choice by a Health
and Human Services official to re-
sign or be fired.

In a resignation letter cited
by the newspapers, Marks com-
plained of an “unprecedented as-
sault on scientific truth” being
pushed by Kennedy and his sup-
porters.

“It has become clear that truth

Musk’s voter
prize offers
in US election
facelegal
challenge

illionaire and Trump ally
BElon Musk faces an imme-

diate legal challenge to his
promise to give $1lmn to two vot-
ers in Wisconsin’s Supreme Court
race in his latest attempt to use his
vast fortune to sway the results of
crucial US votes.

Wisconsin  Attorney-General
Josh Kaul wrote on Instagram that
his office was “aware of the offer
recently posted by Elon Musk”
and said he plans to “take legal ac-
tion today to seek a court order to
stop this from happening”.

Musk, the world’s richest per-
son and one of President Donald
Trump’s top advisers, has already
spent millions trying to boost sup-
port for Republican Brad Schimel,
who would tilt the swing-state’s
top court to a conservative major-
ity if elected.

The Tesla and SpaceX tycoon
announced on X, which he also
owns, that he would “hand over
checks for amillion dollars” to two
people who sign a petition oppos-
ing “activist judges” — a term used
by Republicans for judges who rule
against some of Trump’s policies.

He has also offered $100 to any-
one signing the petition.

Serious national issues are on
the docket for the Wisconsin
court’s next term, including abor-
tion access and rules for voting in
the crucial 2026 midterm nation-
wide congressional elections.

Schimel is also openly backed
by Trump, who wrote on his Truth
Social platform this week that the
race is “really big and important”

The latest stunt was a redux of
Musk’s earlier million-dollar priz-
es in battleground states during
the presidential election.

The entrepreneur has emerged
as one of the most powerful people
in the country, with huge govern-
ment contracts for his companies
and a free-ranging role in Trump’s
administration to slash spending
on everything from foreign policy
to domestic programmes. - AFP

11dead indrone
strikes against
Pakistani Taliban

t least 11 people were killed
Ayesterday in northern Pa-

kistan when the army
launched a series of drone strikes
against the Taliban - losses which
the provincial government called
“deeply regrettable”.

Three strikes took place late on
Friday in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, targeting “Pakistani
Taliban hideouts” in the area bor-
dering Afghanistan, a senior po-
lice officer said on condition of
anonymity. Violence had erupted
there in recent months.

“It was only this morning that
we learned that two women and
three children were among the
victims” the officer said.

Provincial government spokes-
man Muhammad Ali Saif con-
firmed late in the day that an “an-
ti-terror operation was conducted
in the mountainous area of Kat-
lang, Mardan district, based on
confirmed intelligence regarding
the presence of terrorists”.

“Reports indicate that the loca-
tion was being used as a hideout
and transit point for terrorist ele-
ments,” he said. “Subsequent in-
formation revealed that unarmed
civilians were present in the vicin-
ity of the operation site.” - AFP

Measles outbreak worsens as cases in Texas, New Mexicorise 20% in three days

Texas and New Mexico health departments said on
Friday that the number of measles cases in their

confirmed measles cases as of March 27, a jump of
105 from a week earlier.

Hundreds of

states rose 20% since their last reports three days
ago, as experts warn they expect the outbreak to
further spread in coming weeks.

Texas now has 400 cases, the Texas Department

of State Health Services said, 270 of which were in
Gaines County, where the current measles outbreak
started.

Texas has reported two deaths from measles since
this outbreak began.

New Mexico reported one additional case, bringing
its total count to 44. Kansas and Oklahoma have also
linked local outbreaks to the Texas cases.

The US Centres for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDQ), whose data is one day behind the Texas and
New Mexico report, said there were a total of 483

Infectious disease experts said the magnitude of the
outbreak’s acceleration was uncertain, but it was
clear that more cases would emerge.

The number of US measles cases so far this year has
already exceeded those reported for all of 2024.
Experts have warned that declining US vaccination
rates can make the population vulnerable to highly
contagious measles.

The disease, which can be especially serious in
young children, was considered eradicated in the US
in 2000.

However, vaccination rates have since fallen, and just
80% of those in the Texas county where the outbreak
began were inoculated against measles, below the
95% needed for so-called herd immunity. - Reuters

thousands
join Istanbul
protest rally

and transparency are not desired
by the Secretary, but rather he
wishes subservient confirmation
of his misinformation and lies,” he
said.

During  President  Donald
Trump’s first term, the US leader
was proud of his administration’s
“Project Warp Speed” develop-
ment of vaccines to control spread
of coronavirus.

However, when he came to
power for a second term in January
this year, he appointed 71-year-

old Kennedy, who has long ped-
dled unsupported theories that
vaccines are ineffective or trigger
childhood disease.

Last year 75 Nobel laureates
urged the US Senate to oppose
Kennedy’s nomination, but he was
confirmed in February with only
one member of the Republican
majority voting against it.

According to the WSJ, a Health
and Human Services (HHS)
spokesman responded to Marks’
resignation by saying if he “does

not want to get behind restoring
science to its golden standard and
promoting radical transparency,
then he has no place at the FDA
under the strong leadership of
Secretary Kennedy”.

Earlier this week Kennedy an-
nounced plans to reshape federal
public health agencies, includ-
ing cutting 10,000 employees and
centralising some functions of
the FDA, the Centres for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) and
others under his purview.

US tells French companies to comply
with Trump’s order banning diversity

Reuters
Paris

French companies with US government con-

tracts to comply with his executive order
banning diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) pro-
grammes, highlighting the extraterritorial reach of
US policies and their potential impact on European
corporate practices.

The companies have been told to confirm their
compliance in a questionnaire entitled Certification
Regarding Compliance With Applicable Federal Anti-
Discrimination Law.

Reuters has seen a copy of the questionnaire.

The move comes amid rising economic and polit -
ical tensions between the United States and Europe
following Donald Trump’s election on an “America
First” platform.

It also raises questions about the practical chang-
es targeted companies may need to implement, giv-
en differing approaches between the US and France.

US firms have embraced DEI policies, tracking
race and ethnicity data and setting diversity targets.

In France, a secular approach limits such practic-
es, with laws restricting data collection and corpo-
rate efforts focusing more on gender and socioeco-
nomic background.

The documents will also spark concerns in Euro-
pean boardrooms that the Trump administration is
widening its fight against DEI policies overseas, at
a time when Trump’s actions on tariffs and security
ties have upended transatlantic relations.

French business daily Les Echos, which first re-
ported the demand late on Friday, said it had been
sent out to firms by the US embassy in Paris.

The Trump administration has ordered some

“We inform you that Executive Order 14173, End-
ing Illegal Discrimination and Restoring Merit-
based Opportunities, signed by President Trump,
applies to all suppliers and service providers of the
US government, regardless of their nationality and
the country in which they operate,” reads the letter,
according to a copy that French newspaper Le Figaro
published on its website.

“We would be grateful if you could complete and
sign the document in English within five days and
return it to us by e-mail. If you do not agree to sign
this document, we would appreciate if you could
provide detailed reasons, which we will forward to
our legal services,’ the letter added, with reference
to the certification seen by Reuters.

An embassy spokesperson did not immediately
respond to a request for comment.

There was no indication that the companies re-
ceiving the letter were selected based on their pres-
ence in the United States.

A source close to the matter confirmed that
France’s state-controlled telecoms group Orange,
which has no US presence, received the letter.

Meanwhile, defence electronics firm Thales and
oil major TotalEnergies, both with operations in the
US, did not receive it, according to spokespeople for
the companies. Orange declined to comment.

An official close to French Finance Minister Eric
Lombard said the matter would be taken up with the
US government.

“This practice reflects the values of the new US
government. They are not the same as ours. The
minister will remind his counterparts in the US gov-
ernment of this,” the official said.

It was not immediately clear if similar letters and
questionnaires had been sent to foreign companies
in other European countries.

AFP/Reuters
Istanbul

aving flags and chant-
ing slogans, many
hundreds of thou-

sands of anti-government dem-
onstrators rallied yesterday in
Istanbul in defence of democ-
racy after the arrest of Mayor
Ekrem Imamoglu which sparked
Turkiye’s worst street unrest in
over a decade.

Under a cloudless blue sky,
vast crowds gathered in Maltepe
on the Asian side of Turkiye’s
biggest city on the eve of the Eid
al-Fitr celebration which starts
today.

Ozgur Ozel, leader of the main
opposition party CHP which or-
ganised the rally, said that there
were 2.2mn people in the crowd,
but AFP was unable to inde-
pendently confirm the figure.

The mass protests, which be-
gan with Imamoglu’s March 19
detention on contested fraud
and “terror” charges, have
prompted a repressive govern-
ment response that has been
sharply condemned by rights
groups and drawn criticism from
abroad.

Widely seen as the only poli-
tician capable of challenging
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
at the ballot box, Imamoglu was
elected as CHP’s candidate for
the 2028 race on the day he was
jailed.

As his wife, Dilek, arrived on
stage, massive applause arose
from the crowd which was a sea
of Turkish flags and pictures of
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, modern
Turkiye’s founding father.

Imamoglu was resoundingly
re-elected mayor for the third
time last year.

The anger over his arrest
which began in Istanbul quickly
spread across Turkiye.

Nightly protests outside Is-
tanbul City Hall drew vast
crowds and often degenerated
into running battles with riot
police, who used tear gas, pepper
spray and rubber bullets to dis-
perse the protesters.

“We are here today for our
homeland. We, the people, elect

our rulers,” insisted 17-year-old
Melis Basak Ergun, a young pro-
tester who vowed they would
never be cowed “by violence or
tear gas” “We stand behind our
mayor, Imamoglu.”

“I am not afraid, and I will
continue to resist. I call on eve-
ryone not to be afraid... they
fired me (from my job) but one
day, justice will be served,” said
Gunay Yildiz, a former employee
of Istanbul’s Esenyurt district
municipality.

Bunyamin Turan, a retired
teacher, said: “When we look at
the history of humanity, in all
countries, all administrations,
all regimes where there was such
oppression, sooner or later, the
people and those who resisted
the oppression have won. The
real owners of those countries
won.”

Turkish authorities did not
comment on the latest mass

protest.

Erdogan has  previously
branded the demonstrations
“street terror”

The last major demonstration
called by CHP was on Tuesday,
ahead of yesterday’s big rally, al-
though students have continued
to protest throughout the week.

Speaking to French newspaper
Le Monde, CHP leader Ozel said
that there would be weekly ral-
lies every Saturday in different
cities across Turkiye as well as a
weekly Wednesday night demo
in Istanbul.

“If we don’t stop this at-
tempted coup, it will mean the
end of the ballot box” he said.

“I joined the rallies outside
City Hall for four days together
with university students. I told
them not to give in,” protester
Cafer Sungur, 78, told AFP.

“There is no other way than
to keep fighting,” he said. “I was
jailed in the 1970s but back then
there was justice. Today we can’t
talk about justice anymore.”

Student groups have kept up
their own protests, most of them
masked, in the face of a police
crackdown that has seen nearly
2,000 people arrested.

The authorities have also
cracked down on media cover-
age.

Serbian students protest pro-government media ‘propaganda’
~ ﬁﬂ r :

AFP —
Belgrade

rally outside a pro-government tel-

evision channel yesterday, branding it
a “propaganda tool”, in the latest of nearly
five months of mass protests.

Holding banners “Manipulator, not a
journalist’) waving Serbian and university
flags, and blowing whistles, student or-
ganisers called on citizens to join the demo
in front of the offices of Informer, a televi-
sion station with a tabloid newspaper of the
same name.

“Informer has been spreading numer-
ous lies and falsehoods for along time,” said
Bogdan Vucic, a student at the Belgrade
Faculty of Political Science.

The nationwide wave of student-led
protests against state corruption has raised
pressure on the nationalist government of
President Aleksandar Vucic.

S erbian demonstrators gathered for a

Student protesters stage a ‘disinfection’ performance dur-
ing a demonstration outside a pro-government Informer
television station in Belgrade. - AFP

code of ethics 647 times in 2024.

Right: A cameraman of Informer television station is seen
on the office’s roof. - AFP

very dirty propaganda”

porters Without Borders, the majority of

It was sparked by the deadly collapse of
aroof at a newly-renovated train station in
Novi Sad, Serbia’s second city, in Novem-
ber.

Since the beginning of the protests, pro-
government media have portrayed student
demonstrators as “foreign agents’) alleging
that they are funded by the opposition and
plotting a “coup d’etat”.

Bogdan Vucic said one of his student
peers had become a target of both the In-
former TV station and the tabloid.

“They have published information about
his family that goes against the most basic
standards of decency, not to mention jour-
nalistic ethics,” he said.

According to the Press Council - the
regulatory body that monitors newspapers
- Informer violated the Serbian journalists’

Many newspapers and channels in Serbia
are owned by people with close ties to the
government and regularly echo its talking
points.

Tabloid Kurir said students “terrorise
Belgrade”.

Informer alleged they are paid by US aid
agency USAID and billionaire George Soros
- aregular target of right-wing conspiracy
theories.

Another pro-government broadcaster,
Pink TV, branded the protest movement an
uprising supported by Kosovo, which broke
away from Serbia in 2008.

“Such narratives contribute to making
students enemies of the state - it creates
a violent atmosphere and divisions,” said
Bogdan Vucic. “That’s why we want to put
an end to what we could call propaganda -

Afghan Taliban set nearly 2,500 prisoners free

fghanistan’s Taliban government re-
Aleased nearly 2,500 prisoners ahead
of celebrations marking the end of
Ramadan, the Supreme Court said yester-
day.
The Supreme Court said on X that 2,463
prisoners who were eligible for amnesty
were released, while 3,152 others received

sentence reductions” as per a decree by the
Taliban supreme leader.

The release of prisoners convicted of mi-
nor crimes is common practice ahead of the
Eid al-Fitr holiday, expected to start today.

Last year, Taliban authorities released
around 2,800 prisoners ahead of the end of
Ramadan, local media reported. - AFP

Informer is among the most widely-read
newspapers in Serbia, with 57,028 copies
printed daily. It is cheaper than its com-
petitors at just 40 Serbian dinars ($0.36) a
copy.

The group claims its TV channel is the
“most watched among cable networks” in
the country.

Like other pro-government outlets,
Informer benefits from public funding -
through advertising purchased by state
operator Telekom Serbia - and exclusive
interviews with the country’s leaders.

Meanwhile, “the situation for independ-
ent media in Serbia is increasingly dire” to
the point where they risk disappearing, said
Slobodan Georgiev, news director of televi-
sion channel NOVA S.

According to the media watchdog Re-

Serbian media derive their income from
advertising and opaque public subsidies
- both sources largely controlled by the
ruling elite and dependent on the media
groups’ political alignment.

“Advertisers close to the government, as
well as state-owned companies, completely
bypass independent media,” said Dragoljub
Petrovic, editor-in-chief of the daily news-
paper Danas.

Critical media and journalists are sub-
jected to various forms of pressure, includ-
ing vindictive lawsuits, public insults, and
being labelled traitors.

“Independent journalists face relentless
pressure, including direct attacks from the
head of state and leading figures of the rul-
ing Serbian Progressive Party,” Georgiev
said.

Amsterdam attack suspect ‘Ukrainian’: police

he man suspected of stabbing five
people in central Amsterdam on
Thursday is a 30-year old Ukrain-
ian national from the eastern Donetsk re-
gion, local police said yesterday.
The man is suspected of having wound -
ed five random people, using multiple
knives, during a stabbing rampage near

the busy Dam Square on Thursday after-
noon.

He was arrested quickly after the inci-
dent with the help of bystanders, sustain-
ing an injury to his leg.

The man will be brought before a judge
on April 1 to decide on his further deten-
tion. - Reuters
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—— Everything in place

- for safe

, Clean Eid

holiday: authorities

completed their preparations to welcome Eid

al-Fitr, having carried out intensive inspec-
tion campaigns to ensure food safety, and getting
public services, parks and recreational areas ready
for the large numbers of visitors expected during the
holidays.

Efforts have also been intensified to clean beaches
and prayer areas, ensuring a clean and safe environ-
ment for worshippers and the public.

As part of efforts to maintain environmental clean-
liness and safety, the General Cleanness Department,
in collaboration with various municipalities, has
conducted intensive campaigns to clean mosques and
Eid prayer yards.

The initiative included cleaning the beaches and
islands to enhance visitor comfort.

The campaign covered the cleaning of 362 mosques
and prayer yards, with the participation of 315 work-
ers and supervisors, 73 vehicles.

Some 3.34 tonnes of waste were removed, includ-
ing 730kg of recyclable materials.

Accordingly, the Ministry of Municipality has
urged beach and island visitors to maintain cleanli-
ness to support sustainability efforts and ensure a
clean and safe environment for all.

Meanwhile, Al Rayyan Municipality has completed
its preparations through campaigns on confectionery
shops, traditional catering kitchens, and food estab-
lishments to ensure compliance with Law No 8 of
1990 on the Regulation of Human Food Control.

The municipality has also ensured the safety of
slaughtered animals in abattoirs and the continued
operation of the central market in Al Sailiya during
the holidays.

Preparations included cleaning and disinfecting
Eid prayer yards and mosques, preparing family parks
and beaches for visitors, and intensifying monitoring
to identify abandoned vehicles.

Family parks will be open from 5am to lam, while
public parks will operate 24/7 during the holidays.

Al Rayyan Municipality conducted 200 awareness
tours across women’s beauty salons, men’s barber
shops, and laundries, providing guidance and nec-
essary requirements to ensure compliance with the
standards stipulated in Ministerial Decision No 38 of
2025, in accordance with Law No 5 of 2015.

Doha Municipality Health Control Section has in-
tensified inspection campaigns on fruit, vegetable,
nut, and confectionery shops.

QI 1l the municipalities across the country have

A veterinary team is also inspecting butcher shops
and slaughterhouses.

Inspectors from Doha Municipality have further
carried out inspection campaigns on women’s and
men’s salons, as well as laundries.

Al Shamal Municipality has launched a compre-
hensive monitoring plan, including inspections of
food establishments, supervision of butcher shops
and poultry and fish markets, and preparation of
parks and recreational areas for visitors.

Disinfection campaigns for public facilities, Eid
prayer yards, and mosques have been conducted,
alongside pest and rodent control measures.

Cleaning teams will operate in two shifts daily to
maintain a clean and safe environment.

Al Sheehaniya Municipality has carried out 24-
hour intensive inspection campaigns on food estab-
lishments.

In addition, 13 samples of sweets, fruits, and choc-
olates have been sent to the central laboratory for
safety examinations.

Preparations included special monitoring plans for
events and celebrations, with Al Sheehaniya Central
Abattoir operating from 7am to 4pm and dedicated
teams handling complaints around the clock.

AlKhor and Al Thakhira Municipality has launched
extensive inspection campaigns covering restaurants,
traditional catering kitchens, shopping malls, con-
fectionery shops, butcher shops, fish markets, and
fruit and vegetable stalls.

Inspections were conducted at the abattoirs and
the fish market, with additional butchers and sanita-
tion workers deployed to enhance consumer conven-
ience.

Eid prayer areas across the municipality were
cleaned using advanced equipment.

Al Wakra Municipality has intensified its monitor-
ing efforts on food establishments and expanded its
inspection campaigns across women’s and men’s sa-
lons and laundries in key areas of Al Wakra City.

Umm Salal Municipality has completed prepara-
tions for Eid prayer areas and public parks to accom-
modate visitors.

The Ministry of Municipality reaffirms its com-
mitment to ensure a clean and safe environment dur-
ing Eid, urging the public to adhere to the set health
guidelines, co-operate with municipal teams, and
contribute to maintaining public cleanliness while
enjoying the festive atmosphere in a safe and com-
fortable setting.
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